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REDISCOVERING A
CLASSIC: THE
DRAGON BALL KAI
COMPLETE
COLLECTION

For decades, the
adventures of Goku
and the Z-Fighters
have captivated
audiences worldwide.
From the original
Dragon Ball series to
the iconic Dragon Ball
Z, the saga of Saiyans,
Namekians, and
intergalactic warriors
became a cornerstone
of anime culture.
However, for both
longtime fans and
newcomers seeking a

streamlined
experience, one
version stands above
the rest: the Dragon
Ball Kai Complete
Collection. This
remastered and recut
edition of the classic
series offers a fresh
way to experience the
beloved story,
trimming filler while
enhancing visual and
audio quality. In this
article, we will explore
what makes this
collection so essential,
how it differs from the
original, and why it
remains a definitive
way to enjoy the
Dragon Ball saga.



https://www.everybodystreet.com/

DRAGON BALL KAI?

To understand the
significance  of the
Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection,
it is helpful to first
clarify what Dragon
Ball Kai actually is.
Released in 2009 to
commemorate the
20th anniversary of the
Dragon Ball Z anime,
Kai is not a new story
or a reboot. Instead, it
is a meticulously
remastered, high-
definition re-edit of the
original Dragon Ball Z
television series. The
project was undertaken
with the goal of
bringing the anime
closer in pacing to the
original manga by
Akira Toriyama.

The most significant
change in Kai is the
removal of filler
content. The original
Dragon Ball Z anime,

like many IWBATMEXACTLY IS

series of its era, often
stretched the story to
avoid catching up to
the manga. This
resulted in lengthy
power-ups, extended
staring contests, and
entire episodes of
characters traveling or
preparing for battle.
Kai surgically removes
much of this content,
condensing 291
episodes of Z into a
much tighter 167
episodes (plus a few
specials). The result is
a faster-paced, more
narrative-focused
experience that closely
follows Toriyama's
original vision.

WHAT DOES THE
DRAGON BALL KAI
COMPLETE
COLLECTION
INCLUDE?

When we talk about
the Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection,
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we are generally
referring to a box set
or digital bundle that
contains every episode
of Dragon Ball Kai
produced. This includes
all the major story arcs
that fans know and
love, presented in their
refined form. Here is a
breakdown of what is
typically included:

e The Saiyan
Saga: The story
begins with
Raditz's arrival
on Earth,
revealing Goku's
Saiyan heritage.
The battle
against Raditz,
the training with
King Kai, and the
epic
confrontation
with Vegeta and
Nappa are all
presented with
renewed
urgency.

e The Frieza
Saga: Perhaps

the most iconic
arc in the series,
the journey to
Namek and the
battle against
Frieza is
dramatically
improved in Kai.
The infamous
"five minutes
until Namek
explodes"
sequence is
significantly
shortened,
making the
tension feel
genuine rather
than drawn out.
The Cell Saga:
The android
threat and the
emergence of
Cell are given a
tighter narrative.
The lead-up to
the Cell Games,
Gohan's hidden
power, and the
final
Kamehameha
clash are all



enhanced by the
faster pacing.

e The Majin Buu
Saga: The final
arc of the series
covers the
emergence of
Majin Buu, the
fusion of Vegito,
and the ultimate
battle on the
Kaioshin's planet.
While still long,
the Kai version
removes a great
deal of repetitive
fighting and
filler.

Most complete
collections also include
the two bonus episodes
that recap the story
and sometimes feature
the original Japanese
broadcast audio, as
well as the English dub

produced by
Funimation.
Additionally, the

collection often comes
with pristine 16:9 high-
definition video,

remastered from the
original film elements,

resulting in a
significantly cleaner
and more vibrant
picture than the
original broadcast.
THE KEY
DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN DRAGON
BALL Z AND

DRAGON BALL KAI
Pacing

and Filler
Removal

The most obvious
difference is the
pacing. The original
Dragon Ball Z is
notorious for its slow
pace, with episodes
dedicated to
characters screaming
while powering up or
traveling through long,
barren landscapes. The
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Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection
removes the vast
majority of these
padding moments.
Entire episodes of
filler—such as the
Garlic Jr. saga or the
Other World
tournament—are either
removed entirely or
heavily trimmed. This
means that plot points
arrive faster, and the
emotional impact of
battles is less diluted
by unnecessary
tension.

Audio
and
Music

The audio presentation
is another major point
of  difference. The
original Dragon Ball Z
English dub by
Funimation is famous

for its energetic voice
cast, but it also came
with a completely
replaced score by
Bruce Faulconer. This
score, while beloved by
many Western fans,
was very different from
the original Japanese
composition by
Shunsuke Kikuchi. In
Dragon Ball Kai,
Funimation produced a
new English dub that
used the original
Japanese Kikuchi score
(and later, a new score
by Kenji Yamamoto,
which was
subsequently replaced
due to plagiarism
issues). The voice
acting in Kai was also
re-recorded, resulting
in a more polished and
faithful performance
from the cast, who had
years of experience
with their roles by
then.



Visual

Quality
and
Restorati
on

The Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection
offers a visual upgrade
that is immediately
noticeable. The series
was remastered in high
definition from the
original 35mm film.
Colors are richer, lines
are sharper, and the
image is free from the
dust, scratches, and
grain that plagued the
original broadcast. The
aspect ratio was also
adjusted to 16:9
widescreen, which
required cropping the
top and bottom of the
original 4:3 image in

some cases, but the
overall result is a much
more modern and
cinematic look. For
purists, some releases
also include the
original 4:3 version,
but the widescreen
presentation is the
standard for the
complete collection.

WHY THE DRAGON
BALL KAI
COMPLETE
COLLECTION IS
WORTH YOUR TIME

Perfect
for
Newcome
rs

If you have never
watched Dragon Ball Z
before but are curious
about the story, the
Dragon Ball Kai
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Complete Collection
is undoubtedly the best
entry point. The
original series can be
daunting, with nearly
300 episodes and a
significant amount of

slower content. Kai
condenses the
experience into a
manageable length

without sacrificing any
of the key plot points,
character
development, or iconic
moments. New viewers
can experience the
entire saga in less than
70 hours, which is a
much more accessible
commitment compared
to the original.

A Fresh
Experienc
e for

Longtime
Fans

Even for those who
grew up watching
Dragon Ball Z, the
Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection
offers a renewed
perspective. The faster
pacing can make you
appreciate the story
structure and character
arcs in a new way.
Moments that once felt
tedious are now brisk
and exciting. The
remastered visuals and
audio also provide a
clarity that makes the
series feel almost new
again. Watching Kaj is
like revisiting an old
friend who has been
given a fresh coat of
paint and a more
focused attitude.



A More

of the localization
changes that were
made in the 1990s

Faithfule-

WHAT ABOUT THE

Ada ptEENGLISH DUB? A

N

For fans who have read
the original manga by
Akira Toriyama, Kai
feels much closer to
the source material.
The pacing, dialogue,
and scene composition
align more tightly with
the manga panels. This
makes the Dragon
Ball Kai Complete
Collection a satisfying
experience for purists
who may have been
frustrated by the
liberties taken by the
original anime
production. The English
dub in Kai also adheres
more closely to the
original Japanese
script, avoiding some

NOTE FOR
COLLECTORS

When considering the
Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection,
it is important to know
about the English dub
situation. Funimation
produced a new
English dub for Kai
using most of the
original voice actors.
However, there were
some recasts. Notably,
the voice of Gohan was
recast from Stephanie
Nadolny to Colleen
Clinkenbeard, who
provided a more
consistent

performance across
the character's aging.
Also, the character of
Frieza was voiced by
Linda Young in the

8 Dragon Ball Kai Complete

2024-12-18

Collection



Dragon Ball Kai Complete Collection 9

original Z dub, but in
Kai, the role was given
to Christopher Ayres,
whose performance
was widely praised for
being more menacing
and accurate to the
Japanese original.

If you are a collector,
you will want to look
for the Dragon Ball
Kai Complete
Collection that
includes both the
English dub and the
original Japanese audio
track. Most box sets
offer this flexibility,
allowing you to choose
your preferred
language. The English
dub of Kai is generally
considered superior to
the original Z dub in
terms of acting quality,
script accuracy, and
audio mixing.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT
RELEASE

Over the years, several
physical and digital
releases of the Dragon
Ball Kai Complete
Collection have been
made available. Here
are a few tips for
selecting the right one:

e Region and
Format: Make
sure the
collection is
compatible with
your region's Blu-
ray or DVD
player. Most
modern Blu-ray
players are
region-free, but it
is always good to
check.

e Episode Count:
The complete
collection should
include all 167
episodes of the
main series.
Some releases
may also include
the two recap
specials. Avoid
any collection



that appears to
be missing
episodes or arcs.
¢ Video Quality:
Look for releases
that advertise
16:9 widescreen
HD remastering.
Some earlier
releases were in
standard
definition, which
does not do
justice to the
remastered
footage.

e Audio Options:
Ensure the
collection
includes both
English and
Japanese audio
with subtitles.
Some budget
releases may
only include one
language track.

* Packaging:
Many complete
collections come
in a sturdy box
set with artwork.

If you are a
collector, the
packaging
quality may
matter to you.

IS DRAGON BALL
KAl PERFECT?
SOME
CONSIDERATIONS

While the Dragon Ball
Kai Complete
Collection is widely
praised, it is not
without its criticisms.
One common
complaint, especially
among fans of the
original English dub, is
the replacement of the
Bruce Faulconer score.
The Faulconer
soundtrack was a huge
part of the nostalgic
experience for many
Western viewers, and
its absence in Kai can
be jarring. The
Japanese score, while
excellent, has a
different tone entirely,
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with more orchestral
and traditional Asian
influences compared to
the electronic, rock-
infused Faulconer
tracks. Some fans also
miss  certain  filler
episodes that added
depth to side
characters or provided
lighthearted moments,
such as the driving
episode or the
aforementioned Garlic
Jr. saga.

Additionally, the
cropping of the original
4:3 image to fit 16:9
widescreen has been a
point of debate. While
the remastered image
is sharper and cleaner,
the cropping
sometimes cuts off the
top or bottom of the
frame, occasionally
removing important
visual information or
character faces at the
edge. Some collectors
prefer the original 4:3
aspect ratio, but this is

11

not always available in
the complete
collections.

CONCLUSION: THE
DEFINITIVE WAY
TO EXPERIENCE
THE SAGA

Despite these minor
issues, the Dragon
Ball Kai Complete
Collection remains
the definitive way to
experience the core
Dragon Ball Z story. It
respects the source
material, enhances the
viewing experience
with stunning visual
and audio quality, and
delivers the narrative
at a pace that modern
audiences will
appreciate. Whether
you are a lifelong fan
looking to relive the
magic or a newcomer
taking your first step
into the world of
Saiyans, this collection
offers the best balance
of fidelity and



entertainment. If you
want to experience the
epic battles, emotional
character arcs, and
timeless themes of
friendship and
perseverance that
define Dragon Ball, this
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is the set to own. The
Dragon Ball Kai
Complete Collection
is not just a purchase;
it is an investment in
one of the greatest
stories ever told in
anime history.
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