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UNDERSTANDING THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
PAMPHLET DA PAM 700 142 LOGISTICS
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TYPE C

The  world  of  military  logistics  is  governed  by  a  complex
framework of regulations, manuals, and pamphlets designed to
ensure  efficiency,  accountability,  and  readiness.  Among  these
essential documents, the Department Of The Army Pamphlet
Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type C stands
out  as  a  critical  reference  for  personnel  involved  in  the
acquisition, management, and sustainment of specific categories
of  equipment  and  materiel.  This  pamphlet  is  not  merely  a
procedural guide; it is a comprehensive directive that shapes how
the Army handles Type C logistics operations, ensuring that every
step  from  procurement  to  disposal  aligns  with  overarching
military standards and operational requirements.
For  logisticians,  supply  sergeants,  and  program  managers,
mastering the contents of DA Pam 700-142 is not optional. It is a

fundamental  part  of  professional  competence.  The  pamphlet
provides detailed instructions that bridge the gap between high-
level  policy  and  ground-level  execution.  Understanding  its
nuances  can  mean  the  difference  between  a  smoothly  running
supply  chain  and a  logistical  bottleneck that  impacts  mission
readiness. In this article, we will explore the purpose, structure,
and key provisions of the Department Of The Army Pamphlet
Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type C, offering
a clear and practical overview for anyone seeking to navigate this
important regulatory document.

What Is DA Pam 700-142
and Why Does It Matter?
The Department Of The Army Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142
Logistics  Instructions  For  Type  C  is  an  official  publication
issued by the United States Army. It falls under the broader DA
Pam 700 series, which addresses various aspects of logistics and
materiel  management.  Specifically,  this  pamphlet  focuses  on
"Type C" logistics instructions.  The term "Type C" refers to a

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Department Of The Army Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type C 2025-04-05

classification  of  items  or  operations  that  require  specialized
handling,  documentation,  or  procedural  steps  distinct  from
standard logistics processes.
This pamphlet is essential because it standardizes how Type C
items are managed across all Army commands. Without such a
document,  different  units  might  interpret  logistics  requirements
inconsistently,  leading  to  errors  in  inventory  management,
procurement  delays,  and  compliance  issues.  The  pamphlet
ensures  that  everyone  operates  from  the  same  playbook.  It
provides  explicit  instructions  on  everything  from  initial
requisitioning  to  final  disposition,  covering  areas  such  as
packaging,  marking,  storage,  and  transportation.  For  anyone
working  with  Type  C  materiel,  this  pamphlet  is  the  definitive
source  of  truth.

The Scope and Applicability
of DA Pam 700-142
One of the first questions logistics personnel ask is: who needs to
follow  these  instructions?  The  Department  Of  The  Army
Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type
C applies to all Army activities, including active duty units, Army
Reserve, and Army National Guard components. It also extends
to Department of the Army civilians and contractors who handle
Type C items under Army contracts. The pamphlet is designed to
be used in conjunction with other logistics regulations, such as AR
700-142 (the associated Army Regulation), which provides the

overarching  policy,  while  the  pamphlet  itself  offers  the  detailed
"how-to" instructions.
The scope of the pamphlet covers the entire lifecycle of Type C
items. This includes:

Acquisition and Procurement: How to properly
requisition Type C items through the appropriate supply
systems.
Receipt and Inspection: Procedures for verifying that
delivered items meet specifications and are free from
damage.
Storage and Preservation: Specific requirements for
storing Type C items to prevent deterioration or loss.
Inventory Management: How to track, count, and report
Type C assets accurately.
Issue and Transfer: Steps for issuing items to users or
transferring them between units.
Maintenance and Repair: Logistics support for
maintainable Type C items.
Disposal and Turn-In: Proper methods for removing Type
C items from the supply system.

By covering the entire lifecycle, the pamphlet ensures that no
stage  of  logistics  is  left  to  guesswork.  This  comprehensive
approach reduces waste, prevents loss, and enhances readiness.
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Key Provisions and
Instructions in DA Pam

700-142
The Department Of The Army Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142
Logistics Instructions For Type C  contains numerous specific
provisions that logistics personnel must understand. While the
pamphlet is lengthy and detailed, several key areas stand out as
particularly important for daily operations.

DOCUMENTATION AND RECORDKEEPING

A major focus of the pamphlet is proper documentation. Every
transaction involving Type C items must be recorded accurately
and  retained  for  specified  periods.  The  pamphlet  outlines  the
forms and electronic records that are acceptable, including DD
Form 1348-1A  (Issue  Release/Receipt  Document)  and  various
automated logistics systems entries. Proper documentation is not
just  about  bureaucracy;  it  is  essential  for  audit  trails,
accountability,  and  financial  management.  The  pamphlet
emphasizes that incomplete or inaccurate records can lead to
discrepancies that affect unit readiness and resource allocation.

PACKAGING AND MARKING REQUIREMENTS

Type C items often have special packaging needs. The pamphlet
provides detailed instructions on the correct packaging materials,

methods  for  protecting  sensitive  components,  and  labeling
requirements  that  ensure  items  are  easily  identifiable  and
traceable. Proper marking includes the National Stock Number
(NSN), unit of issue, and any special handling instructions such as
"Fragile"  or  "This  Side  Up."  The  pamphlet  also  addresses
hazardous  material  packaging,  ensuring  compliance  with
environmental  and  safety  regulations.  Following  these
instructions  precisely  prevents  damage  during  transit  and
storage,  saving  the  Army  significant  replacement  costs.

STORAGE AND PRESERVATION STANDARDS

Storage conditions for Type C items are not one-size-fits-all.  The
pamphlet  specifies  different  storage environments  based on  the
item's  sensitivity.  For  example,  electronic  components  may
require climate-controlled storage, while mechanical parts might
need corrosion-prevention treatments. The pamphlet outlines the
frequency  of  inspections  for  stored  items,  the  methods  for
preserving items in long-term storage, and the procedures for
rotating stock to prevent obsolescence. Compliance with these
standards directly impacts the longevity and reliability of Type C
materiel.

INVENTORY ACCURACY AND REPORTING

Inventory  accuracy  is  a  cornerstone  of  military  logistics.  The
Department  Of  The  Army  Pamphlet  Da  Pam  700  142
Logistics Instructions For Type C prescribes specific cycles for
physical  inventories,  tolerance  levels  for  discrepancies,  and
reporting protocols when mismatches are found. It also details
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how to conduct "wall-to-wall" inventories and how to reconcile
automated system records with physical counts. The pamphlet
stresses that inventory accuracy is a command responsibility and
that regular audits are necessary to maintain trust in the supply
system.  Inaccurate  inventories  can  lead  to  unnecessary
purchases  or,  worse,  shortages  at  critical  moments.

TURN-IN AND DISPOSAL PROCEDURES

At  the end of  a  Type C item's  service  life,  proper  turn-in  or
disposal is essential. The pamphlet guides personnel through the
process of turning in excess, obsolete, or unserviceable items. It
explains  how  to  classify  items  as  serviceable,  repairable,  or
unserviceable, and how to prepare them for return to the supply
system or for disposal. The pamphlet also covers environmental
considerations,  ensuring  that  items  containing  hazardous
materials are disposed of in compliance with federal and state
laws.  This  prevents  legal  liabilities  and  promotes  responsible
stewardship of resources.

How DA Pam 700-142
Supports Readiness and
Efficiency
The ultimate goal of the Department Of The Army Pamphlet
Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type C  is  to
support  Army  readiness.  When  logistics  personnel  follow  the

pamphlet's  instructions,  the  supply  chain  operates  smoothly.
Items are available when and where they are needed, in the
correct  quantities  and  condition.  This  reliability  is  critical  for
training, deployments, and combat operations.
Moreover,  the  pamphlet  promotes  efficiency  by  standardizing
processes. When everyone uses the same procedures, there is
less confusion, fewer errors, and faster transaction times. This
efficiency  translates  into  cost  savings.  The  Army  can  avoid
unnecessary  purchases,  reduce  storage  costs,  and  minimize
losses  due  to  mishandling  or  obsolescence.  In  an  era  of
constrained budgets, such efficiencies are not just desirable; they
are essential for sustaining the force.
Another important aspect is accountability. The pamphlet creates
clear  lines of  responsibility  for  Type C items.  From the initial
requisition  to  final  disposal,  someone  is  always  accountable  for
the item. This accountability discourages negligence, theft, and
waste.  It  also  provides  a  clear  chain  of  custody  for  audit
purposes. When commanders know exactly where their Type C
assets  are  and  in  what  condition,  they  can  make  informed
decisions about resource allocation and operational planning.

Practical Tips for Working
with DA Pam 700-142
For logistics personnel who are new to the Department Of The
Army Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For
Type C, the document can seem intimidating. However, with a
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systematic approach, it becomes a valuable tool rather than a
burden.  Here  are  some  practical  tips  for  effectively  using  the
pamphlet:

Start with the Table of Contents and Index: The1.
pamphlet is structured logically. Use the table of contents
to locate the section relevant to your current task. The
index is also helpful for finding specific terms or forms.
Use It as a Reference, Not a Novel: You are not2.
expected to memorize the entire pamphlet. Instead, keep it
handy as a reference. When you encounter a situation
involving Type C items, consult the relevant section before
proceeding.
Cross-Reference with AR 700-142: The associated Army3.
Regulation provides the policy context for the pamphlet's
instructions. Understanding the policy helps you
understand why the procedures exist. Always check both
documents when possible.
Attend Training: Many units offer training on DA Pam4.
700-142 and related logistics subjects. Take advantage of
these opportunities. Hands-on training with experienced
logisticians can clarify nuances that are not immediately
obvious from reading the text.
Ask Questions: If you are unsure about a procedure, ask5.
your supervisor or a more experienced logistics NCO. It is
better to ask and get it right than to make a mistake that
could affect readiness or accountability.
Stay Updated: Army pamphlets are periodically updated.6.
Ensure you are using the most current version. Outdated

instructions can lead to non-compliance and errors.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW THE PAMPHLET
ADDRESSES THEM

Even with clear instructions, logistics personnel face challenges in
implementing the provisions of the Department Of The Army
Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142 Logistics Instructions For Type
C. One common challenge is the sheer volume of items classified
as Type C. With thousands of different types of equipment, each
with its own specific requirements, it can be difficult to remember
the  details  for  every  item.  The  pamphlet  addresses  this  by
providing general categories and principles that apply broadly,
while  also  referencing  more  detailed  technical  manuals  for
specific  items.  Logisticians  are  encouraged  to  use  the  pamphlet
as  a  roadmap  and  then  consult  the  appropriate  technical
documentation for item-specific details.
Another challenge is the integration of manual and automated
systems. The Army uses both paper forms and digital logistics
systems. The pamphlet provides instructions for both, but the
transition  between  systems  can  be  confusing.  The  key  is  to
understand the purpose of each form and system and to follow
the pamphlet's guidance on when and how to use them. Training
and practice are essential for building proficiency.
Finally, there is the challenge of command emphasis. Even the
best pamphlet is useless if leaders do not enforce compliance.
The pamphlet  itself  recognizes this  by emphasizing command
responsibilities. Commanders are expected to ensure that their
logistics  personnel  are  trained  and  that  they  follow  the
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instructions. When leadership prioritizes logistics compliance, the
pamphlet becomes a powerful tool for readiness.

CONCLUSION

The Department Of The Army Pamphlet Da Pam 700 142
Logistics Instructions For Type C is an indispensable resource
for anyone involved in Army logistics. It provides the detailed,
standardized  procedures  necessary  to  manage  Type  C  items
effectively  throughout  their  lifecycle.  By  following  its  guidance,
logistics  personnel  can  enhance  readiness,  improve  efficiency,
maintain accountability, and support the overall mission of the

Army.
While  the  pamphlet  may  seem  dense  at  first  glance,  it  is
designed  to  be  a  practical  reference  that  answers  real-world
questions. With study, training, and experience, logisticians can
master  its  contents  and  apply  them  confidently  in  their  daily
work. Whether you are a new supply sergeant or a seasoned
program  manager,  investing  time  in  understanding  DA  Pam
700-142 is an investment in your professional competence and in
the success of the units you support. In the complex world of
military logistics, this pamphlet is not just a document; it is a
guide to excellence.


