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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF A MODERN CLASSIC

In  the  landscape  of  modern  popular
music, few songs have captured the raw
vulnerability and emotional weight of a
plea for  companionship quite like Sam
Smith's  "Stay  With  Me."  Released  in
2014,  the  track  became  an  instant
anthem for anyone who has ever felt the
sting of a temporary connection and the
desperate hope for something more. Its
power  lies  not  just  in  Smith's  soulful,
aching  vocals,  but  in  the  deceptively
simple  and  deeply  moving  musical
arrangement  that  supports  them.  For
guitarists,  from  beginners  picking  up
their  first  instrument  to  seasoned
players looking for a new piece to add to
their  repertoire,  the  Stay  With  Me
guitar tab represents a perfect learning
opportunity. It is a masterclass in how a
few  well-chosen  chords  and  a  simple,
repetitive  riff  can  create  a  profound
emotional  landscape.  This  article  will
serve as your  comprehensive guide to
everything  you  need  to  know  about
p lay ing  th i s  i con ic  song ,  f rom
understanding the standard notation to
mastering  the  specific  fingerpicking
patterns that give it its unique character.

UNDERSTANDING THE SONG'S
MUSICAL DNA

Before  diving  into  the  specifics  of  the
Stay With Me guitar tab, it is essential
to appreciate the song's structure. The

track is built on a foundation of gospel-
inspired soul and pop, characterized by a
slow,  deliberate  tempo  and  a  soaring
chorus.  The  guitar  part,  while  not  the
most  technically  demanding,  is  crucial
for  setting the song's  melancholic  and
intimate  mood.  The  original  recording
features a beautiful, clean electric guitar
sound, often played with a slight amount
of reverb and delay to create a spacious
atmosphere. When you look at the tab,
you are not just seeing notes on a page;
you are seeing a blueprint for conveying
emotion  through  your  instrument.  The
interplay  between  the  bass  notes  and
the higher melodic lines is what makes
this piece so special for guitar players to
learn.

WHY THE "STAY WITH ME"
GUITAR TAB IS PERFECT FOR
LEARNERS

Many guitarists are drawn to the Stay
With  Me  guitar  tab  because  it  sits
perfectly  in  the  "challenging  but
accessible" sweet spot. It is an excellent
piece for intermediate players who want
to move beyond simple open chords and
explore  more  nuanced  playing  styles.
Here are a few reasons why it is such a
valuable piece to learn:

Focus on Fingerpicking: The
song is primarily fingerpicked,
which helps develop right-hand
dexterity and independence. This
is a foundational skill for any
guitarist.
Chord Voicing Knowledge: The
tab introduces you to beautiful,
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extended chord voicings (like
minor 7ths and major 7ths) that
are staples in soul and pop music.
Melody and Harmony
Combined: You will learn how to
weave a simple melody within a
chord progression, a technique
used in countless classics.
Ear Training: Because the song is
so well-known, it provides a
perfect opportunity to practice
playing by ear, using the tab as a
guide to confirm your listening.

BREAKING DOWN THE CORE
COMPONENTS OF THE TAB

A typical Stay With Me guitar tab will
focus  on  the  main  riff  and  the  chord
progression.  The  song  is  played  in
standard  tuning  (EADGBe),  and  its
tempo is  a slow 84 beats per minute.
The key is C minor, which gives the song
its  somber,  heartfelt  quality.  Let's
explore the fundamental  elements you
will encounter.

The Iconic Main
Riff
The most recognizable part of the guitar
part  is  the  simple,  descending  riff  that
opens the song and repeats throughout
the  verses.  This  is  often  the  first  thing
guitarists seek out in a Stay With Me
guitar tab. It is a pattern that uses the
lower strings to create a walking bass
line while the higher strings ring out to
provide harmonic context. The riff is not
just a sequence of notes; it is a rhythmic
anchor that drives the song forward. In
the tab, you will typically see this played
on  the  5th  and  4th  strings,  using  a
combination of open strings and fretted
notes on the 3rd fret. The beauty of this

riff is its consistency; once you learn the
pattern, you can focus on your dynamics
and tone.

The Chord
Progression: A
Study in Emotion
The chord progression in "Stay With Me"
is  what  gives  the  song  its  emotional
depth. A standard Stay With Me guitar
tab  will  outline  the  following  chords
used in the verse and chorus. While the
exact voicings can vary slightly between
different  arrangements,  the  core
harmonic  structure  remains  the  same:

C minor (Cm): The home chord,
establishing the tonic key.
G minor (Gm): A subdominant
chord that adds a sense of
yearning.
Ab major (Ab): A chromatic lift
that creates a feeling of hope and
release.
F minor (Fm): A powerful chord
that adds weight to the chorus.
Bb major (Bb): A dominant chord
that pushes back to the tonic.
Eb major (Eb): The relative
major, offering a brighter tonal
color.

When learning  from a  Stay With Me
guitar tab, pay close attention to how
these chords are voiced. Often, the tab
will  suggest  playing  them  as  barre
chords to achieve the correct, full sound.
However,  many  simplified  versions  use
open  chord  shapes  or  partial  barres,
which can be a great starting point.
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Strumming vs.
Fingerpicking in

the Tab
Most  versions  of  the  Stay  With  Me
guitar  tab  call  for  fingerpicking,
particularly  during  the  verses.  The
picking  pattern  is  usually  a  simple,
repeating  arpeggio  that  outlines  each
chord. For example, you might pick the
bass note (root of the chord) with your
thumb,  followed  by  the  3rd  and  2nd
strings  with  your  index  and  middle
fingers.  This  creates  a  gentle,  rolling
effect.  The  chorus,  however,  often  calls
for a fuller sound, which can be achieved
by switching to a strumming pattern or a
more aggressive fingerpicking pattern. A
good tab will  indicate this transition. If
strumming is used, it is typically a slow,
down-up-down-up pattern,  applied with
feeling and dynamics.

STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH TO
LEARNING THE TAB

To  effectively  learn  the  Stay  With  Me
guitar  tab,  a  structured  approach  is
key.  It's  easy  to  get  overwhelmed  by
looking  at  the  full  transcription,  so
break ing  i t  down  in to  smal le r ,
manageable  sections  is  the  most
effective  practice  method.
Step  1:  Master  the  Main  Riff  in
Isolation.  Before you even try to play
the  chords,  spend  time  perfecting  the
opening  riff.  Get  it  into  your  muscle
memory. Play it slowly and evenly. Focus
on  the  clarity  of  each  note.  This  riff  is
your anchor; once it is solid, the rest of
the song will fall into place much more
easily.

Step  2:  Learn  the  Chord  Shapes.
Without a guitar in your hands, study the
chord  shapes  listed  in  the  Stay With
Me guitar tab.  If  barre  chords are a
challenge,  find  alternative  voicings.  For
instance, a C minor can be played as a
barre on the 3rd fret (A string root) or as
an Am shape on the 3rd fret (E string
root).  Practice  transitioning  smoothly
between just two chords before adding a
third. A common challenge is the jump
from Cm to Gm, so isolate that change
and repeat it until it feels fluid.
Step  3:  Combine  the  Riff  with  the
Chords.  The next  step is  to  integrate
the  riff  into  the  chord  progression.  The
riff  essentially  acts  as  a  lead-in  to  the
first chord. Play the riff, and as you land
on the final note, form the chord shape.
You  are  essentially  playing  a  short
melodic  line  that  flows  directly  into  a
chord. This is the signature sound of the
song. Practice this combination for the
first verse.
Step 4: Develop Your Fingerpicking
Pattern.  Once  you  can  comfortably
move between the chords, add the right-
hand  fingerpicking  pattern.  A  standard
pattern for  the Stay With Me guitar
tab  involves  a  steady,  repeating
arpeggio.  For  a  Cm chord,  you  might
pick the 5th string (root), then the 3rd
string, then the 2nd string, then the 1st
string.  Experiment  with  patterns  that
feel  natural.  The  goal  is  a  consistent,
flowing  sound  that  supports  the  vocal
melody.
Step 5: Add Dynamics and Feeling.
The  final  step  is  to  move  beyond  just
playing the correct notes. This song is all
about emotion. Use your volume knob or
your picking hand to create dynamics.
Play the verses softly and build intensity
as  you  approach  the  chorus.  Let  the
guitar sing. A metronome is helpful for
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timing, but feel free to push and pull the
tempo  slightly  to  mimic  a  human,
breathy  quality.

COMMON PITFALLS IN PLAYING
THE "STAY WITH ME" TAB

Even with a great Stay With Me guitar
tab ,  guitarists  often  make  a  few
common mistakes. Being aware of these
can accelerate your learning process:

Rushing the Tempo: The song is
slow. A common mistake is to play
it faster than the original, which
destroys the mood. Use a
metronome set to 84 BPM and
force yourself to stay slow.
Muffled Notes: Because the song
involves complex chord shapes
and fingerpicking, it is easy to
inadvertently mute strings with
your fretting hand. Ensure your
fingers are arching properly and
only touching the intended strings.
Ignoring the Bass Note: In
fingerpicking patterns, the bass
note (played by the thumb) is the
foundation. If this note is unclear
or inconsistent, the whole chord
sounds weak. Focus on a strong,
clear thumb stroke.
Tab Overload: Some tabs are
excessively complex, showing
every single subtle nuance of the
original recording. Do not feel you
have to play every single note.
Find a simplified version that
captures the essence of the song,
or simplify the tab yourself.

VARIATIONS AND
ARRANGEMENTS OF THE TAB

It is worth noting that there is no single
"official"  Stay  With  Me  guitar  tab.
Different  arrangements  exist  for

different  skill  levels  and  contexts.  You
can  find:

Simplified Beginner Tabs:
These use open chords (Am, G, F,
C) and a basic strumming pattern.
They are perfect for a campfire
sing-along.
Intermediate Fingerpicking
Tabs: These are the most
common and focus on the
arpeggiated patterns and the main
riff, as described above.
Advanced Solo/Guitar
Arrangements: These tabs might
incorporate more of the vocal
melody into the guitar part,
creating a complete solo guitar
piece. They often use higher fret
positions and more complex chord
voicings.

Choose  the  version  that  corresponds
with  your  current  ability.  Learning  a
simplified version first  and then working
your  way  up  to  a  more  complex
arrangement  is  a  highly  effective
strategy.

USING THE TAB TO IMPROVE
YOUR OVERALL MUSICIANSHIP

Learning the Stay With Me guitar tab
is not just about learning one song. The
skills  you  develop  here  will  translate
directly to other music. You are working
on:

Fingerpicking technique:
Essential for folk, classical, and
blues.
Chord theory: Understanding
minor and major 7th chords is vital
for jazz and pop.
Dynamic control: Learning to
play softly and loudly with
intention is a hallmark of a


