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INTRODUCTION:
THE THRILL OF
THE CHASE AND
THE REAL-WORLD
TRACKS

When  director  Tony
Scott set out to make
Unstoppable ,  the
2010  action-thriller
s t a r r i n g  D e n z e l
Washington  and  Chris
P i n e ,  h e  w a s n ’ t
interested  in  green
screens  or  CGI-heavy
t ra in  c rashes .  He
wanted  raw,  visceral
tension.  That  meant
finding  real  rail  lines,
real  trains,  and  real
small towns that could
double as the backdrop

f o r  a  r u n a w a y
locomotive  hurtling
t o w a r d  d i s a s t e r .
A m o n g  t h e  m a n y
locations  that  brought
this  story  to  life,  one
name  stands  out  for
fans  and  locat ion
hunters alike: Stanton.
The  Unstoppable
filming  locations
Stanton connection is
a fascinating chapter in
the movie’s production
history,  offering  a
glimpse  into  how  a
quiet,  unassuming
town  can  become  a
cinematic landmark.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
the role Stanton played
in  the  film,  the  other
key  sites  used  during
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production,  and  why
t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s
continue to draw movie
enthusiasts.  Whether
you  are  a  dedicated
film  buff,  a  train
enthusiast,  or  simply
curious  about  how
movies  are  made  on
real tracks, this article
will give you an inside
look at the geography
of  one  of  the  most
intense  train  chases
ever  captured  on  film.

STANTON: A
HIDDEN GEM IN
THE UNSTOPPABLE
FILMING
LOCATIONS MAP

While  the  film’s
pr imary  sett ing  is
fictional  —  the  story
revolves  around  a
runaway  train  on  the
“Ful ler  Southern”
r a i l r o a d  —  t h e
p r o d u c t i o n  t e a m
needed real places that
felt  authentic.  That  is
where  Stanton  enters

the picture. Located in
northeastern  Ohio,
Stanton  is  a  smal l
community  that  sits
a l o n g  a c t i v e  r a i l
corridors  used  by  the
Wheeling and Lake Erie
R a i l w a y .  T h e
filmmakers  recognized
that the area’s mix of
open  countryside,  rail
yards,  and  industrial
sidings  offered  the
perfect  visual  palette
f o r  t h e  m o v i e ’ s
escalating  action.
The  Unstoppable
filming  locations
Stanton  specifically
include  a  stretch  of
track  where  several
key  exterior  scenes
were  shot.  In  the  film,
the  train  called  “Tri-
State 777” (a runaway
AWVR  locomotive)
thunders through rural
crossings,  past  farms,
and near small depots.
S t a n t o n ’ s  r a i l
infrastructure  allowed
the  c rew  to  s tage
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dangerous-looking  but
carefully  controlled
sequences. The town’s
qu ie t  s t reets  and
m o d e s t  h o m e s
provided  a  realistic
counterpoint  to  the
h igh-speed  chaos
unfolding on the rails.

Why
Stanton
Was
Chosen
Several  factors  made
S t a n t o n  a n  i d e a l
filming  location.  First,
t he  l o ca l  r a i lway
o p e r a t o r  w a s
cooperative,  allowing
the  production  to  use
active  tracks  during
planned  downtime.
Second,  the  terrain
a r o u n d  S t a n t o n
features gentle curves
and long straightaways

t h a t  g a v e
cinematographers  the
ability  to  shoot  the
train  from  multiple
angles.  Third,  and
p e r h a p s  m o s t
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e
community  embraced
the  production.  Unlike
larger  cities  where
filming  can  be
disruptive,  Stanton’s
residents  welcomed
the  crew,  and  many
appeared as  extras  in
crowd  scenes.  This
local enthusiasm is one
r e a s o n  w h y  t h e
Unstoppable  filming
locations  Stanton
have become a point of
pride for the town.
A c c o r d i n g  t o
production  notes,  the
c r e w  s p e n t
approximately  three
weeks  in  and  around
Stanton,  filming  during
the  autumn  of  2009.
The  changing  leaves
added a layer of visual
r i c h n e s s  t h a t
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contrasted  with  the
g r a y  s t e e l  o f  t h e
locomot ives .  Key
sequences  filmed  here
inc lude  the  scene
where the train barrels
past a crossing just as
a school  bus narrowly
escapes  — a  moment
t h a t  s t i l l  m a k e s
audiences  hold  their
breath. Today, fans can
visit the exact crossing
and see the tracks that
served as the stage for
that  unforgettable
moment.

BEYOND STANTON:
THE BROADER
NETWORK OF
UNSTOPPABLE
FILMING
LOCATIONS

While Stanton provided
a crucial component of
the  film’s  realism,  it
was by no means the
only  locat ion.  The
production  spanned
multiple  sites  across

Ohio and Pennsylvania,
e a c h  c h o s e n  f o r
specific  narrative
needs.  Understanding
the  fu l l  map  helps
contextual ize  the
importance of  Stanton
within  the  movie’s
geography.

Brewster,
Ohio: The
Rail Yard
Heart
Approximately 30 miles
south  of  Stanton  lies
Brewster,  Ohio,  home
to  the  Wheeling  and
Lake  Erie  Railway’s
m a i n  y a r d .  T h i s
location served as the
p r i m a r y  b a s e  o f
operations  for  the film.
T h e  y a r d  w a s
transformed  into  the
fictional  “Fuller
Southern”  yard  where
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the  story  begins.  The
iconic  moment  when
Denzel  Washington’s
cha rac te r ,  F rank
Barnes,  and  Chr is
Pine’s  character,  Will
Colson, first board their
locomotive  was  filmed
here.  The  yard’s  real
locomotives,  including
t h e  m i g h t y  E M D
SD40-2s, were painted
to  match  the  film’s
fictional  AWVR  livery.
Stanton’s  proximity  to
Brewster  made  it  a
log ica l  cho ice  for
additional  filming,  as
the crew could shuttle
equipment  and  actors
between the two sites
with ease.

Hudson,
Ohio: The
Final

Stand
The climactic sequence
of  Unstoppable  —
where  the  runaway
train  is  derailed  in  a
crash  to  prevent  it
f rom  destroy ing  a
chemical  plant  — was
filmed in Hudson, Ohio.
The town’s former rail
yard,  now part  of  the
C u y a h o g a  V a l l e y
Scenic  Railroad,  was
used  to  create  the
“ S t a n t o n  C u r v e ”
mentioned in the film’s
dialogue.  Interestingly,
the  movie  uses  the
name  “Stanton”  as  a
fictional  town,  which
has  led  many fans  to
assume  all  Stanton
scenes  were  shot  in
one  place.  In  reality,
the  filmmakers
blended  real  locations
to create a composite
s e t t i n g .  T h e
Unstoppable  filming
locations  Stanton
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moniker  thus  refers
both  to  the  real-life
community that hosted
filming  and  to  the
fictional  town  that
appears  in  the  script.

Transfer,
Pennsylv
ania: The
Unseen
Backdrop
F o r  t h e  s c e n e s
involving  the  train’s
p e r i l o u s  j o u r n e y
through  tight  valleys
and  alongside  rivers,
the  crew  traveled  to
Transfer, Pennsylvania,
near  the  border  with
Ohio.  This  area  offered
s teep  g rades  and
narrow  rights-of-way
that  added  v isua l
tension.  While  not  as
prominently  featured

as  Stanton,  Transfer
contr ibuted  to  the
film’s  sense  of
geographic  scale.  The
combination  of  these
three primary locations
—  Stanton,  Brewster,
and  Transfer  —  gave
the production team a
360-degree  toolkit  for
creating  a  believable,
continuous route.

HOW THE
FILMMAKERS USED
REAL TRAINS AND
TRACKS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
impressive  aspects  of
Unstoppable  is  that
the  train  is  real.  The
production  purchased
t h r e e  a c t u a l
l o c o m o t i v e s  a n d
modified  them  for
filming.  The  lead
locomotive,  a  GP40-2,
was  equipped  with
remote control systems
so  that  stunt  drivers
could operate it from a
distance  while  the
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actors  per formed
ins ide.  F i lming  on
a c t i v e  t r a c k s ,
especially in areas like
Stanton,  required
m e t i c u l o u s
coord inat ion  wi th
railway  dispatchers  to
ensure safety.
The  Unstoppable
filming  locations
Stanton  were  chosen
in  part  because  the
tracks  there  allowed
for long, uninterrupted
s h o t s .
C i n e m a t o g r a p h e r s
mounted  cameras  on
helicopters,  chase
vehicles,  and even on
the  train  itself.  One
memorable  tracking
shot  follows  the  train
as it passes through a
crossing  in  Stanton,
w i t h  t h e  c a m e r a
capturing  the  blur  of
the  wheels  and  the
faces  of  onlookers.
T h a t  s c e n e  w a s
achieved  by  rigging  a
camera to a truck that

drove  alongside  the
tra in  at  speed  —  a
t e c h n i q u e  t h a t
r e q u i r e d  t h e
cooperation  of  local
law  enforcement  to
close  the  roads.

The Role
of
Practical
Effects
Tony Scott was famous
for  favoring  practical
effects  over  digital
ones.  In  Stanton,  the
c r e w  s t a g e d  r e a l
explosions  and  near-
misses. For the school
bus crossing scene, the
bus was driven across
the tracks just seconds
before  the  locomotive
p a s s e d  b y  —  a l l
p e r f o r m e d  b y
professional  stunt
drivers. The tension in
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that scene is genuine,
because  the  actors  in
the  tra in  were  not
act ing;  they  were
reacting to real events
happening  outside
t h e i r  c a b .  T h i s
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
authenticity is why the
Unstoppable  filming
locations  Stanton
continue  to  resonate
with audiences.  Unlike
many  modern  action
films that  rely  on post-
production  wizardry,
Unstoppable  offers  a
raw,  analog  thrill  that
i s  b e c o m i n g
increasingly  rare.

THE LASTING
IMPACT ON
STANTON AND
SURROUNDING
AREAS

When a  major  motion
picture chooses a small
town as a location, the
effects  can  be  long-
lasting.  Stanton,  Ohio,
has  embraced  i t s

c o n n e c t i o n  t o
Unstoppable.  Local
b u s i n e s s e s  h a v e
printed  memorabilia,
a n d  t h e  t o w n
occasionally  hosts
“train  film  festivals”
that  celebrate  the
movie.  Real  estate
agents  even  mention
the  film  when  showing
properties  near  the
tracks.  For  railfans,
Stanton has become a
bucket-list  destination
— a place where they
can  walk  the  same
ground  where  Denzel
Washington  and  Chris
Pine stood.
However,  the  film’s
impact  goes  beyond
t o u r i s m .  T h e
production  brought
significant  economic
activity  to  the  area.
L o c a l  h o t e l s ,
r e s tau ran t s ,  and
hardware stores saw a
surge  in  bus iness
during  the  weeks  of
filming. Some residents
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earned  extra  income
as  extras,  and  a  few
even  landed  smal l
speaking  roles.  The
Unstoppable  filming
locations  Stanton
story is a testament to
how  Hollywood  can
positively  influence
rural  communit ies
when production teams
engage  respectfully
with  locals.

Preservin
g the
Memory
Today, a small  plaque
at  the  Stanton  train
c r o s s i n g
commemorates  the
film’s  presence.  It
reads:  “On  this  site,
the runaway train ‘Tri-
State 777’ roared past
during  the  filming  of
the  motion  picture
Unstoppable.”  While

the plaque is modest, it
represents  a  proud
moment for  the town.
Visitors  often  take
pho tos  bes ide  i t ,
recreating scenes from
the  movie.  The  rail
yard  in  Brewster  has
also become a informal
museum of sorts, with
t ra in  enthus ias ts
photographing  the
same locomotives that
appeared in the film —
though  most  have
since  been  repainted
or  retired.

VISITING THE
UNSTOPPABLE
FILMING
LOCATIONS TODAY

If  you  are  planning  a
t r i p  t o  s e e  t h e
Unstoppable  filming
locations  Stanton
and  the  surrounding
areas, there are a few
key  things  to  know.
First,  always  respect
private property. Many
of  the  tracks  used  in
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the film are still active,
and  trespassing  on
railroad  property  is
both  dangerous  and
illegal. The best way to
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e
locations is from public
roads and crossings. In
Stanton,  the  crossing
on  Main  Street  offers
an  excellent  vantage
point.  You  can  park
safe ly  nearby  and
watch for freight trains
that still use the line —
giving you a sense of
the  rhythm  that  the
film captured.

Start in1.
Brewster: Visit
the Wheeling and
Lake Erie yard.
While you cannot
enter the yard
itself, you can
observe from the
public road that
runs alongside.
The yard looks
much as it did
during filming.
Drive to2.

Stanton: Head
northeast for
about 30
minutes. The
route passes
through farmland
and small
hamlets. In
Stanton, find the
crossing where
the bus scene
was shot. It is
located at the
intersection of
Stanton-Canton
Road and the
railroad.
Continue to3.
Hudson: About
an hour south,
you can see the
curve where the
final crash was
staged. The area
is now part of a
bike trail, but the
tracks remain.
Finish in4.
Transfer, PA:
For the most
scenic stretch,
drive into



Unstoppable Filming Locations Stanton 11

11

Pennsylvania.
The river valley
views are
stunning and
give you a real
appreciation for
the terrain the
train covered.

F o r  t h e  b e s t
experience,  plan  your
visit  during  the  fall
w h e n  t h e  f o l i a g e
matches the autumnal
tones  of  the  film.

Several  local  bed-and-
b reak fas t s  i n  the
Stanton  area  offer
themed  rooms  with
movie  memorabilia.
And  don’t  forget  to
bring a camera — the
combination  of  trains,
small-town charm, and
c inemat ic  h is tory
m a k e s  f o r
unforgettable photos.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING LEGACY


