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INTRODUCTION: THE IRRESISTIBLE WORLD OF A
SIAMESE CHIHUAHUA

In  the vast,  colorful  universe of  children’s  picture  books,  few
characters manage to capture the wild, unbridled energy of a
child’s  imagination quite  like Skippyjon Jones.  Created by the
beloved author and illustrator Judy Schachner, this mischievous
Siamese  cat  with  an  oversized  head  and  an  even  bigger
personality  has  become a  household  name.  While  the  entire
series is celebrated for its playful use of Spanish words, rhythmic
storytelling, and vibrant illustrations, one installment stands out
for its prehistoric twist: Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones.
This book takes readers on a roaring adventure where bones are
big, imagination is bigger, and a little kitten proves that being a
"Chihuahua" is all about heart. In this article, we will dig deep into
the  pages  of  this  delightful  story,  exploring  its  plot,  themes,
educational value, and the reasons it continues to resonate with
young readers and parents alike.

WHAT IS SKIPPYJON JONES AND THE BIG BONES
ABOUT?

Published as part of the highly successful Skippyjon Jones series,
Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones follows our favorite feline
hero as he once again retreats into his vivid imagination. The
story  begins  in  Skippyjon’s  bedroom,  where  he  finds  himself
surrounded by what he believes are giant bones. To the ordinary
eye, these might be simple objects or toys, but for Skippyjon,
they  are  the  remains  of  ancient  creatures.  In  true  Skippyjon
fashion, he transforms into his alter ego, the fearless Chihuahua
Skippito Friskito, and embarks on a quest to discover who—or
what—these bones belong to.
Along  the  way,  he  encounters  a  cast  of  imaginary  friends,
including his loyal band of Chihuahua sisters, the Chimichangos.
Together, they set out to solve the mystery of the big bones. The
journey is filled with the signature linguistic play that defines the
series: Spanish words are woven seamlessly into the English text,
creating a bilingual rhythm that is both educational and musical.
The story builds to a satisfying conclusion where Skippyjon learns
something new about dinosaurs, bones, and the power of using
his imagination to explore the world around him.

MEET THE CHARACTERS: A FIESTA OF PERSONALITIES

Skippyjon Jones: The Hero
with Two Identities
At the heart of every Skippyjon Jones story is the titular character
himself.  Skippyjon  is  a  Siamese  cat  with  floppy  ears,  a  striped
tail, and a boundless imagination. What makes him so endearing
to children is his refusal to accept the ordinary. Instead of seeing
a typical cat, he sees a swashbuckling Chihuahua. In Skippyjon
Jones And The Big Bones, this dual identity is front and center.
His ability to shift between being a quiet house cat and a daring
adventurer mirrors the way children use pretend play to explore
big  concepts.  Skippyjon  is  brave,  curious,  and  occasionally

clumsy, which makes him relatable and lovable.

The Chimichangos: Loyal
Friends in Imagination
Skippyjon’s adventures would not be complete without his trusty
pack, the Chimichangos. These Chihuahua sisters are as colorful
as their names suggest—each one has a distinct personality, from
the serious to the silly. In Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones,
they serve as both comic relief and cheerleaders, encouraging
Skippyjon  to  follow  the  clues  and  solve  the  mystery.  Their
presence  reinforces  the  theme  of  teamwork  and  friendship,
showing  young  readers  that  adventures  are  more  fun  when
shared.

Mama Junebug: The
Grounding Influence
No Skippyjon story is complete without his long-suffering mother,
Mama Junebug. While she often appears in the background of his
imaginative escapades, her role is vital. She represents the real
world, gently calling Skippyjon back to reality for meals or naps.
In  this  book,  her  interactions  with  Skippyjon  provide  a  warm
counterbalance to  the high-energy fantasy,  reminding readers
that imagination is wonderful, but home is where the heart is.

THEMATIC DEPTH: MORE THAN JUST A DINOSAUR
ADVENTURE

Imagination as a Gateway
to Learning
One of the most striking aspects of Skippyjon Jones And The
Big Bones is how it uses fantasy to introduce factual concepts.
While  the  story  is  firmly  rooted  in  make-believe,  the  central
mystery revolves around real scientific ideas: bones, fossils, and
dinosaurs. Children are naturally curious about giant creatures
that once roamed the Earth. By framing this curiosity within a
fun,  accessible  narrative,  Schachner  makes  paleontology  feel
exciting and approachable. The book gently encourages children
to ask questions, investigate, and use their imagination as a tool
for discovery.

Identity and Self-
Confidence
Throughout the series, Skippyjon struggles with being a cat but
desperately  wants  to  be  a  Chihuahua.  This  playful  conflict  is  a
metaphor for the way children explore their own identities. In
Skippyjon  Jones  And  The  Big  Bones,  Skippyjon’s  confidence
in  his  alter  ego  allows  him  to  tackle  challenges  that  might
otherwise seem too big. He does not wait for permission to be
brave; he simply decides he is brave and acts accordingly. This
sends a powerful message to young readers: you can be whoever
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you want to be, and sometimes, being yourself means embracing
the parts of you that are imaginative, silly, and bold.

Language Play and
Bilingual Exposure
Judy  Schachner’s  use  of  Spanish  words  is  one  of  the  series’
trademarks, and Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones is no
exception.  Words  like  "huesos"  (bones),  "grande"  (big),  and
"amigos"  (friends)  appear  naturally  in  the  text,  often
accompanied by context clues that help English-speaking readers
understand their meaning. This bilingual integration is done with
a  light  touch,  avoiding  the  feel  of  a  lesson  while  still  offering
exposure  to  another  language.  For  bilingual  families,  this
representation  is  affirming;  for  monolingual  readers,  it  opens  a
door  to  curiosity  about  language.

ILLUSTRATIONS AND VISUAL STORYTELLING

The visual experience of Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones
is  nothing  short  of  spectacular.  Schachner’s  illustrations  are
known  for  their  vibrant  colors,  expressive  characters,  and
meticulous  detail.  Each  page  is  packed  with  visual  Easter
eggs—small jokes, background details, and textures that reward
repeated  readings.  The  dinosaur  bones,  in  particular,  are
rendered  in  a  way  that  is  both  cartoonish  and  scientifically
inspired, striking a balance between fun and education. The use
of mixed media, including watercolor, ink, and collage, gives the
artwork a lively, textured feel that mirrors the chaotic creativity
of Skippyjon’s mind.
Parents and educators  often note that  the illustrations in  the
Skippyjon Jones series are as important as the text. They provide
visual cues that help emerging readers decode the story, and
they offer endless opportunities for "look and find" conversations.
In Skippyjon Jones And The Big Bones, the illustrations also
serve to ground the fantasy in a recognizable world, making the
leap to imagination feel natural and believable.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE FOR EARLY READERS

Vocabulary Development
Because the book uses a rich combination of English and Spanish
vocabulary,  it  is  an  excellent  tool  for  language development.
Words like "fossil," "skeleton," "excavation," and "paleontologist"
are introduced in context, giving children exposure to academic
vocabulary in an enjoyable setting. The repetition of key phrases
also supports memory and recall.

Sequencing and Prediction
Skills
The  mystery  structure  of  the  story—following  clues  to  find  out
what the big bones belong to—naturally encourages children to
practice sequencing and prediction.  As Skippyjon investigates,
readers can guess what kind of dinosaur the bones might come
from. This interactive element makes the book ideal for read-
aloud sessions where teachers or parents can pause and ask,
"What do you think happens next?"

Cultural Awareness and
Inclusivity
Through its bilingual text and references to Latino culture (such
as  the  names  of  the  Chimichangos  and  the  use  of  Spanish
phrases),  the  book  offers  a  window  into  a  cultural  perspective
that  may  be  different  from  a  child’s  own.  This  promotes
inclusivity  and broadens  young readers'  understanding of  the
world. The story treats cultural elements with respect and joy, not
as stereotypes, which is a hallmark of quality children’s literature.

WHY THIS BOOK RESONATES WITH CHILDREN AND
PARENTS

There is  a  reason why Skippyjon Jones has  been a  staple  in
classrooms and bedtime routines for nearly two decades. The
combination  of  humor,  heart,  and  high-energy  storytelling
creates an irresistible package. Skippyjon Jones And The Big
Bones,  like  the  other  books  in  the  series,  respects  the
intelligence of its audience. It does not talk down to children, nor
does it shy away from using big words or complex ideas. Instead,
it  trusts  that  children are  capable  of  following along,  making
connections, and falling in love with language.
For parents, reading this book aloud is a joy because the text is
rhythmic and musical. Schachner’s sentences are meant to be
spoken, with a cadence that invites dramatic pauses, silly voices,
and  plenty  of  laughter.  The  book  also  provides  a  natural
opportunity for parents to talk to their children about dinosaurs,
bones, and where imagination can take them. It is the kind of
story that does not end when the last page is turned; it lingers,
inspiring pretend play and further exploration.

HOW TO USE SKIPPYJON JONES AND THE BIG BONES
IN THE CLASSROOM

Before Reading
Introduce key vocabulary such as "paleontologist," "fossil,"
and "skeleton."
Ask children what they already know about dinosaurs or big
bones.
Show the cover and ask them to predict what the story
might be about.

During Reading
Use expressive voices for different characters, especially
Skippyjon and the Chimichangos.
Pause when Spanish words appear and ask children to
guess the meaning based on context.
Encourage children to join in on repeated phrases like "Holy
guacamole!"

After Reading
Discuss the difference between real bones and imaginary
ones in the story.
Engage in a hands-on activity like a "dinosaur dig" using
sand or sensory bins.
Create a class chart comparing facts about dinosaurs with
Skippyjon’s imaginative version.
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CONCLUSION: A ROARING GOOD TIME WITH LASTING
LESSONS

Skippyjon Jones And The Big  Bones  is  more  than  just  a
children’s book about dinosaurs. It is a celebration of imagination,
a  gentle  introduction  to  scientific  concepts,  and  a  joyful
exploration of language and identity. Judy Schachner has created
a  character  who  reflects  the  very  best  of  childhood—boundless

creativity, fearless curiosity, and an unshakable belief that even
the  smallest  among  us  can  go  on  the  biggest  adventures.
Whether you are a parent looking for a captivating read-aloud, a
teacher seeking to enrich your classroom library, or simply a fan
of beautifully illustrated children’s literature, this book deserves a
place on your shelf.  So open its pages, prepare for some big
laughs, and join Skippyjon on a bone-rattling adventure that will
leave young readers asking for just one more story.


