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200 Facts About One Direction

Downloaded from e Originally, each member auditioned as a solo artist, but the
www.everybodystreet.com by Walsh & . . .
200 Facts About One Direction Kendal Jnges combined them into a group. . .
e Simon Cowell suggested the name “One Direction” after
INTRODUCTION the members considered “One Point” and “Orchestra.”

e They finished in third place behind winner Matt Cardle and
runner-up Rebecca Ferguson.

e Despite not winning, they were signed to Cowell’s record
label, Syco Music.

e Their debut single “What Makes You Beautiful” was
released in September 2011.

e The song topped the UK Singles Chart and reached number
four on the US Billboard Hot 100.

e Their debut album Up All Night was released in November
2011.

e “Up All Night” became the fastest-selling debut album by a
British group in the US.

e The band’s first tour, the Up All Night Tour, began in

One Direction is more than just a band; they are a cultural
phenomenon that defined a generation of pop music. Formed on
the British talent show The X Factor in 2010, the
group—comprising Niall Horan, Liam Payne, Harry Styles, Louis
Tomlinson, and formerly Zayn Malik—catapulted to global
stardom with an unprecedented speed. Their catchy anthems,
boyish charm, and loyal fanbase, known as Directioners, made
them one of the best-selling boy bands of all time. Whether you
are a lifelong fan or just curious about their journey, this
collection of 200 facts about One Direction will take you
through their formation, rise to fame, achievements, and lasting
legacy. From chart records to hilarious behind-the-scenes
moments, here is everything you need to know about the band

December 2011.
that took the world by storm. » They performed for the first time in the United States in
FORMATION AND EARLY DAYS 2012 on The Today Show.
e One Direction’s first US TV performance was on The Today
e One Direction was formed on July 23, 2010, during the Show on March 12, 2012.

seventh season of The X Factor UK.  They were the first British group to debut at number one on


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

the US Billboard 200 with their debut album.

e The official One Direction logo was designed by a fan.

e Their first tour bus was nicknamed “The Green Machine.”

e Zayn Malik initially auditioned with the song “Let Me Love
You” by Mario.

e Harry Styles auditioned with “Isn’t She Lovely” by Stevie
Wonder.

¢ Niall Horan auditioned with “So Sick” by Ne-Yo.

e Liam Payne auditioned twice - in 2008 and again in 2010 -
with “Fly Me to the Moon.”

¢ Louis Tomlinson auditioned with “Hey There Delilah” by
Plain White T's.

MEMBER PROFILES

Niall Horan

¢ Niall James Horan was born on September 13, 1993, in
Mullingar, Ireland.

e He is the only Irish member of the band.

* Niall plays guitar and piano.

¢ He was the last member to join One Direction during
formation.

 Niall’s favorite color is green.

e He has an older brother named Greg.

Liam Payne

Liam James Payne was born on August 29, 1993, in
Wolverhampton, England.

He was the youngest member to audition for The X Factor
in 2008.

Liam was the de facto leader of the group.

He co-wrote several One Direction songs, including “Night
Changes.”

Liam has a son named Bear with singer Cheryl Cole.

He is a fan of boxing and trains regularly.

Harry Styles

Harry Edward Styles was born on February 1, 1994, in
Redditch, England.

He was the last to join the band during final formation.
Harry is known for his iconic curly hair and fashion sense.
He played the lead role in the film Dunkirk (2017).

Harry has a sister named Gemma.

He started a successful solo career with his self-titled
album in 2017.
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Four (2014), and Made in the A.M. (2015).
e “Take Me Home" sold over 540,000 copies in its first week
in the US.

Louis Tomlinson

 Louis William Tomlinson was born on December 24, 1991, e The album Midnight Memories was their first to feature a
in Doncaster, England. more rock-inspired sound.

e He is the oldest member of the band. e “Best Song Ever” from Midnight Memories was nominated

* Louis has six younger half-sisters. for a Grammy Award.

e He was a child actor in the film If I Had You (2009). e The band wrote over 80 songs for their fourth album Four.

* Louis is a huge fan of football (soccer) and supports e “Steal My Girl” from Four was co-written by Liam Payne and

Doncaster Rovers.
He co-wrote many of One Direction’s biggest hits, including

Louis Tomlinson.
“Drag Me Down"” was the first single released after Zayn’s

“History.” departure.
e Made in the A.M. was the band’s final studio album before
Zayn Mallk their hiatus.
e Every One Direction album debuted at number one on the
Billboard 200.

e Zayn Javadd Malik was born on January 12, 1993, in
Bradford, England.

e He is of Pakistani and English descent.

e Zayn left One Direction on March 25, 2015, to pursue a solo

e They hold the record for the most number-one debuts on
the Billboard 200 by a group.
e “What Makes You Beautiful” was certified 4x Platinum in

the US.
czf)reer. , , e “Story of My Life” was praised for its mature lyrics and
¢ His debut solo album Mind of Mine debuted at number one ic vid
in the US. music video.

e The music video for “Best Song Ever” features a parody of
a press conference.

e One Direction recorded a cover of “One Way or Another”
for Comic Relief in 2013.

e They released a documentary film One Direction: This Is Us
in 2013.

e The band’s song “Little Things” was written by Ed Sheeran.

e Zayn has a daughter named Khai with model Gigi Hadid.
e He is known for his distinctive vocal runs and falsetto.

ALBUMS AND SONGS

e One Direction released five studio albums: Up All Night
(2011), Take Me Home (2012), Midnight Memories (2013),



e “Kiss You” was used in a viral hashtag campaign #KissYou. Air.”
e “You & I” was written by members except Zayn. e Stage production for the Where We Are Tour included a
e The album Four includes a hidden track “Act My Age.” giant video screen and pyrotechnics.
* “History” was the final single before the hiatus. e They performed in Australia, Asia, Europe, North America,
and South America.
TOURS AND CONCERTS * Niall Horan once forgot the lyrics to “What Makes You

Beautiful” on stage.

e The group’s concerts often included covers of songs like
“Teenage Dirtbag.”

e They invited fans on stage during “Up All Night” tour.

e One Direction’s final concert before hiatus was in Sheffield,
England, in October 2015.

e The band’s tour merchandise includes iconic “Directioner”
bracelets.

¢ |n total, they performed over 200 shows.

e One Direction has completed four major world tours: Up All
Night Tour (2011-2012), Take Me Home Tour (2013), Where
We Are Tour (2014), and On the Road Again Tour (2015).

e The Where We Are Tour became the highest-grossing tour
by a vocal group in 2014.

e They performed at Madison Square Garden in New York
City for the first time in 2012.

e The band played to over 3 million fans worldwide during
their career.

* In 2013, they headlined the final day of the iTunes Festival.  AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
¢ Their concert at the San Siro Stadium in Milan drew over

50,000 fans. ¢ One Direction won over 200 awards, including 7 Brit
¢ One Direction performed at the London 2012 Olympics Awards.
closing ceremony. e They won 28 Teen Choice Awards (more than any other
e They opened for Big Time Rush on tour before headlining artist).
themselves. e The band received 4 MTV Video Music Awards.
e The band’s 2014 tour included a stop in Abu Dhabi. e They were nominated for 2 Grammy Awards.
e Louis Tomlinson once proposed to a fan’s grandmother on e One Direction won the Billboard Music Award for Top
stage. Duo/Group three times.
e During the On the Road Again Tour, Zayn Malik performed e They received an American Music Award for Favorite Band,
his last show in Hong Kong. Duo or Group.
e The boys often used a private jet nicknamed “Directioner e The band holds a Guinness World Record for most
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simultaneous appearances on the UK singles chart. British Single.
e In 2012, they were the most Googled music group. e They received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame? No,
e One Direction was named Artist of the Year at the 2014 they did not, but it was often speculated.

YouTube Music Awards. e One Direction was included in Forbes’ list of highest-
* They were the first band to have four albums debut at earning celebrities multiple times.

number one in the US. e They sold over 70 million records worldwide.

e “What Makes You Beautiful” won the Brit Award for Best



