Drawing Butterfly Step By Step 1

Drawing Butterfly
Step By Step

Drawing Downloaded from

Butterfly www.everybodystreet.com
Step By Step by Elaina & Fitzpatrick

INTRODUCTION TO
DRAWING
BUTTERFLY STEP
BY STEP

There is something
almost magical about
the delicate symmetry
and vibrant beauty of a
butterfly. For artists of
all  skill levels,
capturing the essence
of these winged
wonders on paper is a
rewarding challenge.
Whether you are a
complete beginner
picking up a pencil for
the first time or an
experienced illustrator
looking to refine your
technique, knowing the

fundamentals of
drawing butterfly
step by step can
transform a simple
sketch into a stunning
piece of art. This guide
is designed to walk you
through the entire
process, from
understanding basic
anatomy to adding
intricate patterns and
shading. We will break
down each phase into
manageable stages so
that by the end, you
will feel confident in
your ability to create a
beautiful butterfly
drawing that truly
takes flight.

Many people assume
that drawing a
butterfly requires


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

exceptional talent or
years of practice. The
truth is much more
encouraging. With a
structured approach
and a willingness to
observe nature closely,
anyone can learn to
draw a butterfly. The
key is to see the
butterfly not as a
complicated whole, but
as a series of simple,
connected shapes. By
mastering the step by
step approach, you will
build a solid foundation
that can be applied to
all kinds of artistic
subjects. Let us begin
this creative journey
and explore how a few
careful lines can lead
to something
extraordinary.

GATHERING YOUR
MATERIALS FOR
BUTTERFLY
DRAWING

Before you start your
drawing butterfly

step by step journey,
it is important to have
the right tools. While
you can draw a
butterfly with just a
pen and any piece of
paper, having the
proper materials will
make the process
smoother and the
results more satisfying.

Essential
Tools

e Pencils: A set of
graphite pencils
ranging from
hard (H) to soft
(B) is ideal. An
HB pencil is
perfect for initial
sketches, while a
2B or 4B pencil
works well for
darker lines and
shading.

e Erasers: A
standard eraser
is useful for
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removing large
mistakes, but a
kneaded eraser
is even better.
You can shape a
kneaded eraser
to lift graphite
gently, creating
highlights and
cleaning up small
areas without
smudging your
work.

Paper: Choose a
smooth, medium-
weight drawing
paper. A
standard
sketchbook with
80-100 gsm
paper is a great
starting point.
Avoid very rough
paper if you are
working on fine
details.
Sharpener: A
sharp pencil is
essential for
crisp lines and
precise details.
Keep a good

quality sharpener
nearby.

e Ruler: A simple
ruler will help
you create guide
lines and ensure
symmetry,
especially when
you are learning
the basic
structure.

Optional
Materials
for
Advanced
Techniqu
es

e Colored Pencils
or Markers:
Once you have
mastered the
line drawing, you
may want to add



color. Colored
pencils offer
excellent control,
while markers
provide vibrant,
bold tones.

e Blending
Stumps: Also
known as
tortillons, these
are useful for
creating smooth
shading and soft
transitions
between light
and dark areas.

* Reference
Images: Having
a photograph or
a real butterfly
as a reference
can greatly
improve your
accuracy.
Observing real
specimens helps
you understand
wing shapes,
vein patterns,
and color
distribution.

Once you have your

supplies ready, you are
all set to move
forward. Remember,
the goal is not
perfection on the first
try, but steady
progress through each
stage of the drawing
process.

UNDERSTANDING
BUTTERFLY
ANATOMY FOR
BETTER DRAWINGS

A successful drawing
butterfly step by
step begins with a
basic understanding of
butterfly anatomy.
While you do not need
to be a biologist,
knowing a few key
parts will help you
create a more realistic
and believable image.
Butterflies have a
distinct body structure
that sets them apart
from other insects.

4 Drawing Butterfly Step By Step 2024-05-24



Drawing Butterfly Step By Step 5

Key
Anatomic
al Parts

1. Head: The head

is small and
round, located at
the front of the
body. It features
two compound
eyes, a pair of
antennae, and a
coiled proboscis
(the feeding
tube).

. Thorax: This is
the middle
section of the
body, directly
behind the head.
It is slightly
thicker and
connects to the
wings. The legs
also attach to the
thorax.

. Abdomen: The
abdomen is the

elongated,
segmented rear
part of the body.
It is usually the
largest section
and tapers
toward the end.

. Wings:

Butterflies have
four wings: two
forewings (the
larger, upper
pair) and two
hindwings (the
smaller, lower
pair). The wings
are covered in
tiny scales that
create their
colorful patterns.

. Antennae:

These are two
thin, club-tipped
sensory organs
on the head.
They are used for
balance and
detecting scents.

. Legs: Six legs

are attached to
the thorax. In
some species,



the front legs are
smaller and held
close to the
body, making it
appear as if they
have only four
legs.

When you begin your
sketch, focus on the
overall proportions.
Typically, the wingspan
of a butterfly is much
larger than its body.
The body itself is
relatively small and sits
at the center of the
wing structure. By
paying attention to
these proportions from
the start, your butterfly
will look natural and
balanced.

GETTING STARTED:
THE BASIC
FRAMEWORK

Every great artwork
starts with a solid
foundation. When you
are drawing butterfly
step by step, the first

stage is always about
placement and
proportion. Do not
worry about details
yet. Your goal is to
map out where
everything will go.

Step 1:
Draw a
Central
Guide
Line

Lightly draw a vertical
line down the center of
your paper. This will
serve as the body line
of your butterfly. It
ensures that both sides
of the butterfly will be
symmetrical, which is
crucial for a realistic
look. Make the line as
long as you want your
butterfly to be from
head to the tip of the
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abdomen.

Step 2:
Mark the
Body
Segments

Along the central line,
lightly sketch three
rough shapes: a small
circle at the top for the
head, a short oval just
below it for the thorax,
and a longer, tapered
oval below that for the
abdomen. These do not
need to be perfect at
this stage. They are
merely placeholders.

Step 3:
Add

Horizonta
| Wing
Guides

Now, draw a light
horizontal line across
the center of the
thorax. This line will
help you position the
wings. The forewings
will extend outward
and slightly upward
from this point, while
the hindwings will
extend outward and
slightly downward. You
can sketch two sets of
simple triangular or
teardrop shapes on
either side of the body
to represent the rough
wing area. The
forewings should be
larger and positioned
above the hindwings.

At this stage, your
drawing should look
like a simple stick



figure or a Dbasic
blueprint. That is
perfectly fine. You are
laying the groundwork
for a more detailed
image. Take a moment
to step back and check
the proportions. Adjust
the sizes if needed
before moving on.

SHAPING THE
WINGS IN YOUR
BUTTERFLY
DRAWING

With the basic
framework in place, it
is time to refine the
wing shapes. This is
where your drawing
butterfly step by
step begins to take on
a more recognizable
form.

Step 4.
Outline

the
Forewing
S

Starting from the top of
the thorax, draw a
curved line that arches
upward and outward to
form the top edge of
the forewing. Then,
bring the line
downward and back
toward the bottom of
the thorax to complete
the wing shape. The
exact curve will
depend on the species
of butterfly you are
drawing. For a classic
Monarch butterfly, the
forewing has a gently
scalloped edge and a
slightly pointed tip. For
a Swallowtail, the
forewing is more
elongated and angular.
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Step 5:

Outline

the

Hindwing

S

Next, sketch the
hindwings. These start
from the lower part of
the thorax and curve
outward and
downward. The bottom
edge of the hindwing
often has a more
rounded or lobed
shape. In Swallowtail

butterflies, the
hindwing features a
distinctive tail-like

projection. Draw the
hindwing so that it
overlaps slightly with
the forewing, as they
do in nature.

Step 6:
Check
Symmetr

y

One of the most
important aspects of
drawing butterfly
step by step is
maintaining symmetry.
Compare the left and
right wings. Are they
roughly the same size
and shape? If not, now
is the time to make
adjustments. Use your
central guide line as a
mirror axis. You can
fold your paper along
the line to see if the
shapes match up.

Symmetry gives
butterflies their
characteristic
elegance.

Once you are happy
with the wing outlines,



you can gently erase
the original triangular
guide shapes you drew
earlier. You should now
have a clean,
symmetrical silhouette
of a butterfly.

DRAWING THE
BUTTERFLY BODY
AND DETAILS

The body of the
butterfly is often
overlooked by
beginners, but it is an
essential part of the
drawing. A well-drawn
body adds realism and
anchors the wings. In
this stage of your
drawing butterfly
step by step process,
you will bring the
central part of your
butterfly to life.

Step 7:
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Refine
the Head
and
Antennae

Starting at the top,
draw two small circles
for the eyes on the
head. Then, draw two
curved lines extending
upward from the top of
the head. These are
the antennae. At the
tip of each antenna,
add a small oval or
club shape. The
antennae can curve in
gentle arcs, like a
relaxed "U" or "V"
shape. They should be
slim and elegant, not
thick or heavy.

Step 8:
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Detall the

Thorax

and

Abdomen

The thorax should be
drawn as a slightly
bulky segment. You
can add a few short,
fine lines to suggest
the texture of tiny
hairs. The abdomen is
longer and segmented.
Draw a series of gentle
horizontal curves
across the abdomen to
represent the
segments. The
abdomen should taper
smoothly toward the
end. Do not make it too
wide, or the butterfly
will look heavy and
unnatural.
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Step 9:
Add the
Legs

Draw six thin legs
extending from the
thorax. The legs are
usually small and
inconspicuous, so keep
them simple. Two legs
point forward, two
point outward, and two
point backward. In
many butterfly
drawings, the legs are
partially hidden behind
the wings, so you only
need to show what is
visible.

With the body
complete, your
butterfy now has a
clear structure. The
next steps will focus on
the most exciting part:
the wing patterns and
details.




12

outward froADDIMGIWING

VEINS AND These are thickest near

PATTERNS

The beauty of a
butterfly lies in the
intricate patterns on its
wings. This is where
your personal style and
creativity can truly
shine. When you are
drawing butterfly
step by step, the
pattern stage is both
challenging and deeply
satisfying.

Step 10:
Draw the
Wing
Veins

Butterfly wings have a
network of veins that
provide structure and

the body and become
thinner as they reach
the wing edges. In
many species, these
veins create a pattern
of cells that are then
filled with color or
scales. Draw the veins
lightly, as they will
guide the placement of
your patterns. The
veins often follow the
curve of the wing and
branch out like a tree.

Step 11:
Add
Pattern
Elements

Now, work within the
sections created by the
veins to add patterns.

support. Start by Common pattern
drawing a few main glements include:
veins that radiate
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e Spots: Round or
oval spots are
very common,
especially near
the wing edges.
They can be
large or small,
dark or light.
Bands: Thick or
thin bands of
color that sweep
across the wings.
These can be
straight or
curved.
Scallops:
Decorative, wavy
lines along the
wing margins.

* Eyespots:
Larger, circular
markings that
often have a ring
of a different
color around
them. Eyespots
are a classic
feature of many
species.

Symmetry is very
important here.
Whatever pattern you
draw on the left
forewing, replicate it
on the right forewing.
The same goes for the
hindwings. You can
lightly mark
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