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UNVEILING THE CONTROVERSY: AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT FOURTH REICH OF THE
RICH BY DES GRIFFIN

Few books in the realm of political conspiracy literature have sparked as much debate and notoriety
as  Fourth  Reich  Of  The  Rich  By  Des  Griffin.  First  published  in  1976,  this  text  has  circulated
widely in fringe circles, often cited by those who believe in a hidden cabal orchestrating global
events. The title itself evokes chilling historical parallels, linking modern financial and political power
to the totalitarian ambitions of Nazi Germany. But what exactly does Fourth Reich Of The Rich By
Des Griffin argue? Who was its author, and why does this book continue to surface in discussions
about the New World Order, international banking, and elite control? This comprehensive article
aims to provide an informative, balanced exploration of the book’s content, its historical context,
and the controversies that surround it. We will examine the core themes, the author’s background,
the criticisms from mainstream scholars, and the enduring legacy of this provocative work. Whether
you are a student of conspiracy theories, a researcher of political ideology, or simply curious about
one  of  the  most  referenced  underground  texts,  this  analysis  offers  a  thorough  overview  without
endorsing  or  dismissing  its  claims  outright.

Who Was Des Griffin? The Man Behind the
Book
To understand Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin, it is essential to first look at its author.
Desmond “Des” Griffin was an Australian writer and self-published author who became prominent in
the world of anti-Zionist and conspiracy literature. Little is known about his personal life, but his
writings  suggest  a  deep  suspicion  of  international  financial  institutions,  particularly  the  Federal
Reserve  System,  and  a  belief  that  a  small  group  of  banking  elites  –  often  identified  as  Jewish  –
control  world  governments.  Griffin’s  background  appears  to  be  that  of  a  polemicist  rather  than  a
credentialed historian or economist. He released several other works, including The Missing Reel and
Let’s  See,  but  Fourth  Reich  Of  The  Rich  By  Des  Griffin  remains  his  most  famous  –  and  most
controversial – contribution. His style is indicative of the “conspiracy genre”: he compiles numerous
quotes,  historical  references,  and  selective  interpretations  to  build  a  narrative  of  deliberate
subversion. Griffin’s work has been embraced by certain far-right and anti-Semitic movements, while
mainstream analysts dismiss it as a compilation of fallacies and distorted facts. Understanding the
author’s perspective is crucial because his book is not a neutral history but a passionate argument
meant to expose what he perceives as a hidden agenda.

CORE THESIS OF FOURTH REICH OF THE RICH BY DES GRIFFIN

The  central  argument  of  Fourth Reich Of  The Rich By Des Griffin  is  that  a  secretive  group  of
international financiers – primarily drawn from European Jewish banking dynasties – is systematically
working to establish a totalitarian world government. According to Griffin, this “Fourth Reich” would
be even more oppressive than Hitler’s Third Reich because it would hide behind democratic facades
while controlling every aspect of human life. He traces this alleged conspiracy back to the Rothschild
family, the establishment of the Bank of England, and the creation of the U.S. Federal Reserve in
1913.  He  argues  that  these  banking  interests  funded  both  sides  of  major  conflicts,  including  the
American Civil War, World War I, and World War II, to weaken nations and centralize power. The
book claims that the Nazis themselves were part of a larger plan – that Hitler was a puppet of
international financiers, and that the Holocaust was a tool to create sympathy for the state of Israel.
These threads are woven together to suggest that modern events like the United Nations, the
European Union,  and globalist  economic policies are all  steps toward the final  goal:  a  single world
government run by a plutocratic elite.
Griffin uses a vast array of sources, from historical documents to speeches by figures like President
Woodrow Wilson and Senator Robert La Follette, to support his claims. However, critics note that he
often misrepresents or selectively quotes to fit his narrative. Whether one agrees or disagrees with
his conclusions, the thesis of Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin is undeniably ambitious in
its scope, aiming to reinterpret centuries of Western history as a deliberate conspiracy rather than a
series of complex, often chaotic events.

Key Themes and Arguments in Detail
To provide a clear overview, we can break down the major themes that Griffin explores. Each theme
builds on the next to create a cohesive yet highly controversial worldview.

The Role of Central Banking: Griffin devotes significant attention to the creation of the
Federal Reserve. He argues that a privately owned central bank is unconstitutional and allows
a handful of bankers to control the money supply, create inflation, and manipulate economies.
He points to the panic of 1907 and the secret meeting at Jekyll Island as evidence of a
coordinated takeover.
The Rothschild Family as the Ultimate Plutocrats: The Rothschilds are portrayed as the
apex of the conspiracy, having gained immense wealth during the Napoleonic Wars and then
using their financial power to influence governments across Europe. Griffin contends that they
financed both sides in wars to profit from destruction and debt.
The Illusion of Democracy: According to Griffin, electoral politics is a sham. Both major
parties in the United States, for example, are controlled by the same financial interests. He
argues that genuine democracy is impossible as long as banks can create money out of thin
air and lend it to governments at interest.
Wars as Tools of Enslavement: The book posits that nearly every major war in modern
history was engineered or manipulated by the banking elite to weaken nations, accumulate
debt, and impose new taxes. World War I is described as a bankers' war; World War II is
viewed as a continuation of the same agenda.
Anti-Semitism and the Jewish Question: A deeply troubling element of Fourth Reich Of
The Rich By Des Griffin is its overt anti-Semitism. While Griffin occasionally protests that he
is not anti-Jewish but anti-Zionist, his text repeatedly uses classic anti-Semitic tropes:

secretive Jewish cabals, dual loyalties, and manipulation of media and finance. This has led
many organizations, including the Anti-Defamation League, to classify the book as hate
literature.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: THE 1970S CONSPIRACY MILIEU

Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin did not emerge in a vacuum. The 1970s were a fertile
period for conspiracy theories in the Western world. The Vietnam War, Watergate, the oil crisis, and
growing distrust of government institutions created an audience eager for explanations that went
beyond standard political narratives. Books like None Dare Call It Conspiracy by Gary Allen and The
Creature  from  Jekyll  Island  by  G.  Edward  Griffin  (no  relation)  also  explored  similar  themes.  Des
Griffin’s  book  found  a  ready  readership  among  those  who  felt  disenfranchised  by  the  political
system.  It  was  also  circulated  by  groups  that  opposed the  globalist  agenda and championed
American sovereignty. However, it is important to note that the conspiracy milieu of the 1970s was
not monolithic: some factions focused on the Illuminati or the Trilateral Commission, while others,
like Griffin, concentrated on financial elites. The book’s Australian origin also gave it an international
flavor, helping it spread beyond the United States to Europe and parts of Asia.
In later decades, Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin  became a staple reference for many
individuals in the so-called “truth movement.”  Its  influence can be seen in the writings of  Eustace
Mullins and later in some internet forums and YouTube channels that discuss the “New World
Order.” The book has been translated into several languages, further extending its reach. Despite
being  out  of  print  in  many mainstream bookstores,  it  remains  available  online  through niche
publishers  and  PDF  archives.  Its  persistence  indicates  that  the  questions  Griffin  raises  –  about
monetary policy, elite influence, and the nature of democracy – continue to resonate with a minority
of readers, even if the answers he provides are widely rejected by academics and fact-checkers.

Criticisms and Controversies
The overwhelming scholarly and journalistic consensus is that Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des
Griffin is a work of pseudohistory and propaganda. Critics point to several major flaws:

Cherry-Picking and Misrepresentation: Griffin often takes quotes out of context. For1.
example, he cites Woodrow Wilson’s comment about revealing the nation’s secrets if he lost
reelection, but fails to note the full context of Wilson’s frustration with campaign financing.
Many of his sources are either obscure or discredited.
Anti-Semitic Overtones: While Griffin attempts to deflect accusations of anti-Semitism by2.
claiming his target is “international bankers,” the majority of the families he names are Jewish.
This aligns with classic anti-Semitic conspiracy theories that blame Jews for global problems.
Many hate watchdog groups have included the book in their lists of anti-Semitic publications.
Ignoring Counter-Evidence: The book does not address historical scholarship that refutes3.
its claims. For instance, the notion that the Rothschilds controlled the Bank of England is
largely a myth; the bank was nationalized in 1946, and the Rothschild family’s influence, while
significant at times, has been greatly exaggerated. Similarly, Griffin’s assertion that the Nazis
were pawns of international financiers is contradicted by virtually all mainstream historical
research, which shows that the Nazi party had its own independent power base and often
clashed with big business.
Lack of Peer Review: As a self-published work, Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin4.
never underwent academic scrutiny. Its arguments are not supported by the broader
historical, economic, or political science communities.

Despite these criticisms, the book continues to be cited by conspiracy theorists and those who
challenge  mainstream  narratives.  Its  ability  to  endure  speaks  to  a  deep-seated  distrust  of
institutional power that exists in many societies. However, any responsible discussion of the book
must acknowledge its factual inaccuracies and harmful ideological undertones.

WHY DOES THE BOOK STILL MATTER TODAY?

In an era of widespread misinformation and digital echo chambers, Fourth Reich Of The Rich By
Des  Griffin  offers  a  case  study  in  how  conspiracy  theories  are  constructed  and  propagated.
Understanding its  content  and appeal  is  valuable for  media literacy.  The book’s  themes have
resurfaced in contemporary movements, such as the “Occupy Wall Street” protests (though without
the  anti-Semitic  dimension)  and  the  “9/11  Truth”  movement.  Additionally,  the  rise  of
cryptocurrencies and calls to “end the Federal Reserve” draw on arguments similar to Griffin’s, even
if  they are not  directly  sourced from him.  For  researchers  of  extremism, the book remains a
touchstone of the far-right’s ideological toolkit. It illustrates how legitimate concerns about economic
inequality can be twisted into scapegoating and bigotry. By studying Fourth Reich Of The Rich By
Des Griffin,  readers can better recognize the rhetorical devices and logical fallacies that underpin
many conspiracy theories, thereby strengthening critical thinking skills.
At the same time, it is important not to give the book more credibility than it deserves. Fourth
Reich  Of  The  Rich  By  Des  Griffin  should  be  approached  as  a  historical  artifact  of  a  particular
subculture, not as a reliable source. Its value lies primarily in what it reveals about the fears and
beliefs of its audience, not in the accuracy of its claims. For those interested in the real workings of
finance and political power, far more credible resources are available, such as works by economists
like John Kenneth Galbraith, historians like Niall Ferguson, and investigative journalists like Jane
Mayer.

The Legacy of Des Griffin
Des Griffin himself largely retreated from the public eye after the 1990s. He passed away in 2013,
but his magnum opus lives on in digital archives and on the shelves of extremist libraries. His other
writings, such as The Missing Reel which focuses on the assassination of John F. Kennedy, also
circulate  within  conspiracy  circles.  Griffin  never  gained  mainstream  recognition,  and  his  influence
remained confined to the underground. Nevertheless,  Fourth Reich Of The Rich By Des Griffin
has inspired countless blog posts, YouTube videos, and forum debates. It has been republished by
several small presses and is often bundled with other books that claim to expose the “truth” behind
global events. The book’
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