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THE ENDURING
ALLURE OF
WONDERLAND:
CRAFTING THE
PERFECT ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
THEATRE SCRIPT

Few  stories  possess
the  timeless,  shape-
shifting magic of Lewis
C a r r o l l ’ s  A l i c e ’ s
A d v e n t u r e s  i n
Wonderland. For over a
century,  the  tale  of  a
curious  girl  tumbling
down a rabbit hole has
captivated  audiences,
offering a perfect blend
o f  wh imsy ,  l og i c -
bending nonsense, and

u n f o r g e t t a b l e
characters.  It  is  no
surprise,  therefore,
that it  remains one of
the  mos t  popu la r
choices  for  theatrical
productions around the
world.  Whether  for  a
community  theatre,  a
school drama club, or a
professional  company,
a n  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theatre
script  presents  a
unique challenge and a
r e m a r k a b l e
opportunity.  It  is  a
chance to bring a world
of  talking  flowers,  mad
tea parties, and chaotic
croquet to vivid, three-
d imens iona l  l i f e .
Creating  or  selecting
the  right  script  is  the
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single  most  important
step  in  ensuring  your
p r o d u c t i o n  i s  a
success,  transforming
a  beloved  l i terary
classic  into  a  living,
b r e a t h i n g  s t a g e
experience.
This article serves as a
comprehensive  guide
for  directors,  writers,
drama  teachers,  and
theatre  enthusiasts.
We  will  explore  what
m a k e s  a  g r e a t
adaptation,  how  to
approach  the  source
material,  and  the  key
elements  that  ensure
a n  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theatre
script  is  both  faithful
to  Carroll’s  vision  and
dynamic for a modern
audience.  From  the
initial decision of which
scenes  to  include  to
the  final  curtain  call,
we  w i l l  c ove r  t he
essential elements that
turn a good production
into  an  unforgettable

journey  down  the
rabbit  hole.

WHY ALICE IN
WONDERLAND IS A
PERENNIAL
FAVOURITE FOR
THE STAGE

The enduring appeal of
Wonderland  lies  in  its
boundless  flexibility.
Unlike a rigidly plotted
novel, Carroll’s work is
a  series  of  episodic,
surreal  encounters.
This structure is a gift
for  playwrights.  I t
al lows  for  creative
freedom,  enabl ing
them  to  rearrange
scenes ,  h igh l ight
specific  characters,
and tailor the narrative
to  fit  a  specific  cast
s i z e  o r  t e c h n i c a l
capabi l i ty.  A  wel l -
c r a f t e d  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theatre
s c r i p t  c a n  b e  a s
simple or as elaborate
as needed.
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The
Power of
Imaginati
on and
Visual
Spectacle
From  a  product ion
s t a n d - p o i n t ,
Wonderland  offers  a
blank canvas for visual
creativity.  The  script
demands  inventive
s o l u t i o n s  f o r  i t s
fantastical  elements.
How do you show Alice
growing and shrinking?
How do you stage a tea
p a r t y  w i t h  a  M a d
Hatter  and  a  March
H a r e ?  T h e s e
chal lenges  push  a
creative team to their
l i m i t s ,  f o s t e r i n g
innovative  set  design,

costume creation,  and
l i g h t i n g  c u e s .  A
success fu l  sc r ip t
provides a roadmap for
this  spectacle,  offering
stage  directions  that
inspire  rather  than
constrain.  It  balances
dialogue with the need
for  physical  comedy
and  visual  wonder,
ensuring  the  audience
is constantly engaged.

Universal
Themes
for All
Ages
Beneath the surface of
talking  animals  and
r idd les ,  the  s tory
grapples with profound
themes. Alice’s journey
is  one  of  ident i ty ,
cur ios i ty ,  and  the
struggle to make sense
of an illogical world—a
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d e e p l y  r e l a t a b l e
experience for children
and  adults  al ike.  A
g r e a t  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  theatre
script preserves these
undercurrents. It allows
the humor of nonsense
t o  s h i n e  w h i l e
r e s p e c t i n g  t h e
underlying anxieties of
growing up and finding
o n e ’ s  p l a c e  i n  a
confusing society. This
duality  is  what  gives
the  story  its  staying
power  and  makes  it
r e w a r d i n g  f o r
performers of all ages.

KEY ELEMENTS OF
A SUCCESSFUL
ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
THEATRE SCRIPT

Writing  or  selecting  a
script  for  Wonderland
requires  a  careful
balance  of  several
critical  components.  It
is not enough to simply
copy  the  book;  the

s c r i p t  m u s t  b e
theatrical .

Respectin
g the
Source
Material
While
Embracin
g
Originalit
y
Purists  will  appreciate
a  script  that  honours
C a r r o l l ’ s  i c o n i c
dialogue  and  quirky
logic. The most famous
lines—“Curiouser  and
curiouser!”  or  “Why,
s o m e t i m e s  I ’ v e
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believed  as  many  as
six  impossible  things
before  breakfast”—are
n o n - n e g o t i a b l e .
However ,  a  s tage
a d a p t a t i o n  m u s t
c o n d e n s e  a n d
reimagine.  A  good
script  respects  the
spirit of the characters
while  making  them
playable.  It  might add
a  scene  to  flesh  out  a
secondary character or
combine  several  roles
into one performer for
a  smaller  cast.  The
t r i c k  i s  t o  f e e l
authentic even when it
dev iates  f rom  the
book.

Pacing
and
Structure

for the
Stage
The episodic nature of
the original novels can
feel  disjointed  if  not
handled  carefully.  A
successful  Alice  In
Wonderland  theatre
script creates a strong
dramat ic  arc .  The
journey must feel like a
cohesive story, not just
a  series  of  random
events.

Strong
Opening: The
script needs a
hook. Some
versions start
with Alice and
her sister on the
bank, others
jump straight to
the White Rabbit.
A strong opening
sets the tone and
establishes
Alice’s
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personality
before the fall.
Rising Action
and Climax: The
trial of the Knave
of Hearts (or a
similar
confrontation
with the Queen)
serves as an
excellent climax.
The script should
build tension
towards this
moment, where
Alice finally finds
her voice and
stands up to the
absurd authority
of the court.
Clear
Transitions:
The script must
handle the
movement
between
locations (The
Pool of Tears, the
Duchess’s house,
the Queen’s
Croquet Ground)
smoothly. This is

often achieved
through creative
scene changes,
musical
interludes, or
character-driven
narration.

Stage
Directi
ons
and
Practic
ality
Stage  directions
are crucial  for  a
production script.
They  should  be
c l e a r ,
imaginative,  and
a b o v e  a l l ,
achievable.  A
script  that  says
“Alice  magically



Alice In Wonderland Theatre Script 7

7

grows to a giant
s i z e ”  i s  l e s s
helpful  than one
that  suggests  a
practical method,
such  as  “The
f u r n i t u r e  o n
stage  begins  to
shrink away from
Alice,  or  actors
h o l d  s m a l l e r
props to trick the
eye.”  The  best
scripts  offer
c r e a t i v e
suggestions  for
t e c h n i c a l
challenges.  They
encourage  the
d i r e c t o r  a n d
design  team  to
solve  problems
without  dictating
e v e r y  s i n g l e
m o v e m e n t ,
leaving room for
a r t i s t i c
interpretation.

ADAPTING
THE STORY:

FROM PAGE
TO STAGE

A d a p t i n g  a
literary classic is
a  delicate  art.
T h e  A l i ce  In
W o n d e r l a n d
theatre  script
you  choose  or
c r e a t e  w i l l
depend  heavily
on  your  target
audience  and
a v a i l a b l e
resources.

Choosi
ng
Your
Source
Materi
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al:
Alice,
Throug
h the
Lookin
g-
Glass,
or

Both?
Most productions
focus  on  Alice’s
Adventures  in
W o n d e r l a n d .
However,  some
include elements
from Through the
L o o k i n g -
Glass—such  as
Tweedledee  and

T w e e d l e d u m ,
Humpty Dumpty,
or  the  Lion  and
t h e  U n i c o r n .
Combining  both
books can create
a  richer,  longer
show, but it also
risks  becoming
unwieldy.  For  a
c h i l d r e n ’ s
t h e a t r e
production  or  a
s c h o o l  p l a y ,
focusing  solely
on Wonderland is
o f t e n  t h e
cleanest  path.  A
professional  or
c o m m u n i t y
theatre  with  a
longer  runtime
m i g h t
s u c c e s s f u l l y
w e a v e  i n
Look ing -G lass
characters,  but
t h e  c o r e
narrative  thread
m u s t  r e m a i n
strong.
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Castin
g
Consid
eration
s and
Charac
ter
Breakd
own
O n e  o f  t h e
g r e a t e s t
strengths  of  the
s t o r y  i s  i t s
diverse  cast  of
characters.  A
w e l l - w r i t t e n
A l i c e  I n
W o n d e r l a n d
theatre  script

offers  flexibility
here.

Double-
Casting: It
is common
for actors
to play
multiple
roles. A
single
actor might
play the
White
Rabbit in
one scene
and the
King of
Hearts in
another.
This is
economical
and can be
a fun
showcase
for
versatile
performers
.
Ensemble
Roles: The
playing
cards,
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flowers,
and
creatures
of the
caucus
race are
perfect for
an
ensemble.
They can
create
choreograp
hed
movement,
sound
effects,
and visual
scenery.
Alice’s
Character
Arc: Alice
must be
more than
just a
passive
observer.
The best
scripts give
her a clear
arc. She
starts as a
polite,

somewhat
prim
Victorian
girl and
ends as
someone
who has
learned to
question
authority
and accept
her own
identity.
The
dialogue
and her
reactions
must show
this
growth.

PRACTICAL
ADVICE FOR
DIRECTORS
AND WRITERS

Whether you are
writing your own
s c r i p t  o r
a d a p t i n g  a n
ex is t ing  one,
here  are  some
p r o f e s s i o n a l
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i n s i g h t s  t o
e leva te  you r
production.

Finding
or
Writing
Your
Own
Script

Existing1.
Adaptatio
ns: There
are many
published
adaptation
s available.
Look for
scripts
specifically
labelled as
Alice In
Wonderla
nd

theatre
script or
play
script
from
reputable
publishers
like
Dramatic
Publishing,
Samuel
French, or
Playscripts,
Inc. Read
reviews
from other
schools or
theatres to
find one
that
matches
your
needs.
Original2.
Adaptatio
ns: Writing
your own
adaptation
is a
rewarding
but
demanding
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task.
Ensure you
are aware
of
copyright
laws. The
original
text by
Lewis
Carroll is in
the public
domain, so
you can
adapt it
freely.
However,
modern
adaptation
s or
illustration
s may still
be
protected.
When
writing,
aim for
concise,
witty
dialogue
that moves
the plot
forward.

Avoid long
monologue
s that slow
the pace of
a children’s
show.

Techni
cal and
Design
Consid
eration
s
A  good  scr ip t
p r o v i d e s  a
framework  for
the design team.
It  might  specify
m o o d  a n d
a t m o s p h e r e
(e.g. ,  “a  d im,
chaotic space” or
“ a  b r i g h t ,
w h i m s i c a l
garden”).  When
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s e l e c t i n g  o r
writing  a  script,
consider  your
t e c h n i c a l
capabil it ies.
Set  Des ign:
Minimalist  sets
often  work  best,
relying  on  props
and  lighting  to
suggest location.
A  f e w  k e y
pieces—a  long
table for the tea
party,  a  throne
f o r  t h e
Q u e e n — c a n
define  a  scene
without  heavy
scenery changes.
C o s t u m i n g :
Costumes  are
where the magic
t ru ly  sh ines .
From  the  White
R a b b i t ’ s
waistcoat  to  the
Queen’s  tattered
gown,  costumes
s h o u l d  b e
exaggerated and
t h e a t r i c a l .

S t r o n g
c h a r a c t e r
silhouettes help
the  aud ience
identify  who  is
who  instantly.
S o u n d  a n d
Lighting:  These
a r e  v i t a l  f o r
e s t a b l i s h i n g
mood.  Surreal
lighting changes,
u n s e t t l i n g
sounds,  and  a
carefully  chosen
s o u n d s c a p e
( f rom  t ick ing
clocks to chaotic
card  shuffling)
can  transform  a
simple stage into
Wonderland.

Rehear
sal
Tips for
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Wonde
rland
Rehears ing  a
surreal  comedy
r e q u i r e s  a
different
approach than a
n a t u r a l i s t i c
drama.

Embrace
the
Nonsense
:
Encourage
actors to
play the
logic of the
scene, not
the
silliness.
The Mad
Hatter
believes
his riddles
are
perfectly
reasonable
. The
Queen

believes
her
decrees
are just.
The humor
comes
from the
fact that
they are
completely
serious.
Physicalit
y and
Voice:
Each
character
needs a
distinct
physical
vocabulary
and vocal
pattern.
The
Caterpillar
should be
slow and
deliberate.
The
Duchess
might be
erratic and
violent.
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Spend
rehearsals
exploring
how these
characters
move and
speak.
Pacing is
Everythin
g:
Nonsense
can easily
become
boring if it
drags.
Keep the
energy
high. Cut
any
moment
that feels
repetitive
or doesn’t
serve the
story.

CONCLUS
ION:
TAKING
THE
PLUNGE

Creating  a

successful
t h e a t r e
production
of  Alice  in
Wonderlan
d is an act
o f  j oy fu l
r e b e l l i o n
against the
ordinary.  It
is a chance
t o  b r e a k
the rules of
logic  and
physics,  to
dance with
a  M o c k
Turtle  and
argue  with
a  Queen.
The  heart
o f  a n y
g r e a t
production
lies  in  the
script—the
b l u e p r i n t
f o r  t h i s
bizarre and
wonderful
w o r l d .  A
c a r e f u l l y
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chosen  or
c r a f t e d
Al i ce  In
Wonderla
n d
t h e a t r e
s c r i p t
p r o v i d e s
t h e
structure,
t h e
d ia logue ,
a n d  t h e
vision  that
a l l o w s  a
c r e a t i v e
t e a m  t o
b u i l d  a
memorable
show.
W h e t h e r
y o u  a r e
guiding  a
g r o u p  o f
y o u n g
performers
t h r o u g h
their  first
p l a y  o r
mounting a
professiona
l spectacle,

the journey
begins with
the  words
o n  t h e
page .  By
focusing on
s t r o n g
characters,
c l e a r
storytelling
,  a n d
p r a c t i c a l
stagecraft,
y o u  c a n
c r e a t e  a
Wonderlan
d that feels
b o t h
faithful  to
C a r r o l l ’ s
genius and
e n t i r e l y
new .  So ,
g a t h e r
your  cast,
find  your
script,  and
prepare  to
fall—becau
se the best
adventures
a l w a y s
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begin  with
a step into
t h e

unknown.
The  rabbit
h o l e  i s
waiting.


