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INTRODUCTION: WHY PIG THE PUG HAS BECOME A
SCHOLASTIC FAVORITE

In the world of children's literature, few characters capture the
imagination—and the laughter—of young readers quite like the
mischievous, greedy, and utterly unforgettable Pig the Pug.
Published under the prestigious Scholastic banner, the "Pig the
Pug" series by Aaron Blabey has quickly become a staple in
classrooms, libraries, and bedtime routines around the globe.
This article explores the phenomenon of Pig Pug Scholastic,
examining the books' appeal, their educational and social-
emotional value, and why Scholastic—a name synonymous with
childhood literacy—has embraced this pug's outrageous antics.

From the first book, Pig the Pug, readers are introduced to a
character who is equal parts endearing and exasperating. Pig is
selfish, messy, and unwilling to share—traits that lead to hilarious
consequences. But beneath the slapstick humor lies a powerful
tool for teaching empathy, sharing, kindness, and self-regulation.
The series has expanded to include titles such as Pig the Fibber,
Pig the Winner, Pig the EIf, and Pig the Monster, each tackling a

different behavioral theme in a way that resonates with
preschoolers and early elementary students.

What makes the partnership between Pig the Pug and Scholastic
so effective? Scholastic is the world's largest publisher and
distributor of children's books, with a deep commitment to
promoting literacy and providing resources for teachers and
families. Their selection of the Pig the Pug series for Scholastic
Book Clubs and classroom collections reflects a keen
understanding of what young readers need: stories that are
funny, memorable, and ultimately instructive. In this article, we
will dive deep into the world of Pig Pug Scholastic and discover
why this pug has earned such a special place in children's hearts.

THE ORIGINS OF PIG THE PUG: AARON BLABEY'S
CREATIVE GENIUS

Before we explore the Scholastic connection, it is important to
understand the creator behind the pug. Australian author and
illustrator Aaron Blabey first introduced Pig to the world in 2014.
Blabey had previously written a variety of picture books, but Pig
the Pug struck a chord. The character's exaggerated expressions,
bright illustrations, and rhymed text made it an instant hit.
Blabey's background in acting and screenwriting clearly informs
his comedic timing; each page turn delivers a punchline or a
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visual gag that keeps children engaged.

Scholastic recognized this potential early on and acquired the
rights for distribution in North America and other English-
speaking markets. By aligning Pig with Scholastic, the books
gained access to an extensive network of school book fairs,
classroom libraries, and literacy programs. Today, the Pig the Pug
series has sold millions of copies worldwide, been translated into
multiple languages, and even spawned a television adaptation.
But at its core, the series remains a simple, powerful tool for
teaching important life lessons through laughter.

The Scholastic Brand and
Its Role in Early Childhood
Literacy

Scholastic is not just a publisher; it is an institution in children's
education. Founded in 1920, the company has been dedicated to
helping children learn to read and love to read. Scholastic Book
Fairs and Book Clubs introduce millions of children to new books
every year. Teachers rely on Scholastic for affordable, high-
quality books that align with curriculum standards. The inclusion
of Pig the Pug in Scholastic's catalog means that the series is
endorsed by educators and literacy experts who understand what
works in the classroom.

One of the key reasons Pig Pug Scholastic has succeeded is

because the books hit the sweet spot between entertainment and
education. They are not preachy. Instead, the moral is woven
naturally into a story that children find hilarious. For example, in
Pig the EIf, Pig learns that being greedy at Christmas leads to a
very unhappy outcome. The message about generosity is clear,
yet the story is so silly that children absorb the lesson without
feeling lectured. This is hallmark Scholastic content: books that
teachers can use as springboards for discussions about behavior
and emotions.

WHAT MAKES PIG THE PUG BOOKS SO ENGAGING FOR
YOUNG READERS?

Let's examine the specific elements that make Pig Pug Scholastic
titles irresistible to children aged 3-7. First, the illustrations are
bold, colorful, and full of personality. Pig's bulging eyes, snarling
grin, and exaggerated emotions are instantly recognizable. The
art style is cartoonish and dynamic, often showing Pig in
ridiculous predicaments—like being stuck in a sofa, wearing a
tutu, or terrorizing the dog park.

Second, the text is written in rhyming verse. Rhyme and rhythm
are powerful tools for early literacy. They help children predict
words, build phonemic awareness, and enjoy the musicality of
language. Blabey's rhymes are tight and often humorous, with
unexpected word choices that expand vocabulary. For instance,
in Pig the Pug: "Pig was a pug and I'm sorry to say, he was greedy
and selfish in most every way." Children chime in with the rhyme,
making read-aloud sessions interactive and fun.

Third, the stories follow a predictable pattern: Pig does something
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bad, faces a consequence, and then (sometimes) learns a lesson.
The sidekick, Trevor the sausage dog, provides a foil to Pig's
selfishness. Trevor is polite, kind, and often the victim of Pig's
schemes. Young readers naturally root for Trevor and feel
satisfied when Pig gets his comeuppance. However, the endings
are not punitive; they often show Pig learning—or at least
experiencing a moment of realization—which reinforces the idea
that change is possible.

Social-Emotional Learning
Through Pig the Pug

Modern educators place a strong emphasis on social-emotional
learning (SEL). SEL teaches children to manage emotions, set
goals, show empathy, and build relationships. Pig Pug Scholastic
books are excellent tools for SEL because they address core
competencies: self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making.

» Self-awareness: Pig often does not recognize his own
flaws until disaster strikes. Reading about his failures
encourages children to reflect on their own behavior.

e Self-management: Pig struggles with impulse control. The
stories model what happens when you cannot manage your
urges (e.g., eating all the treats, telling lies, refusing to
share).

e Social awareness: Through Trevor, children see a
character who is considerate and kind. They compare Pig's

selfishness to Trevor's generosity, building empathy.

e Relationship skills: The dynamic between Pig and Trevor
shows how selfishness damages friendships and how
cooperation can repair them.

* Responsible decision-making: Each book ends with a
clear moral: it is better to share, tell the truth, play fair, etc.
Children see the consequences of Pig's poor choices.

Teachers often use Pig the Pug in classroom lessons about
sharing, honesty, and sportsmanship. The humor disarms
children, making them more receptive to the lesson. Scholastic
even provides teaching guides and discussion questions for the
series, further cementing its value in education.

THE EXPANDING UNIVERSE OF PIG PUG SCHOLASTIC
TITLES

Since the first book, the series has grown to include many titles.
Each one focuses on a specific negative behavior that children
often exhibit. Here is a breakdown of the most popular Pig Pug
Scholastic books and their themes:

1. Pig the Pug (2014) - Teaches sharing and the dangers of
greed. Pig refuses to share his toys with Trevor and ends up
stuck in a sofa.

2. Pig the Fibber (2015) - Focuses on honesty. Pig tells
outrageous lies to get out of trouble, but his lies catch up
with him in a hilarious way.

3. Pig the Winner (2016) - Addresses poor sportsmanship.
Pig cheats at every game but eventually learns that
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winning at all costs is not fun.

. Pig the EIf (2016) - A Christmas story about selfishness.

Pig wants all the presents but learns that giving is better
than receiving.

. Pig the Star (2017) - Explores jealousy and attention-

seeking. Pig wants all the spotlight in a dog show but ends
up humiliated.

. Pig the Tourist (2019) - Deals with respectful behavior.

Pig is a terrible tourist, but a travel mishap teaches him to
be more considerate.

. Pig the Monster (2020) - Halloween-themed. Pig refuses

to share candy and tries to scare others, only to get scarier
than he bargained for.

. Pig the Slob (2021) - About cleanliness and responsibility.

Pig is disgustingly messy and must learn to clean up after
himself.

. Pig the Grub (2022) - Continued hygiene lesson. Pig eats

everything in sight, which leads to a very upset tummy.
Pig the Selfie (2023) - Teaches moderation with
technology and vanity. Pig takes endless selfies until a
mishap forces him to look beyond himself.

Each of these titles is available through Scholastic Book Clubs,
often at affordable prices that make them accessible to families
and schools. The consistency of the character and the humor
ensures that children will want to collect them all. Many teachers
build entire classroom libraries around the series, using them as
read-alouds and as independent reading material.

How Teachers Integrate Pig
Pug Scholastic into the
Classroom

The practical applications of the Pig the Pug series in education
are vast. Here are some common ways teachers use these books:

Morning meeting discussions: After reading a Pig book,
teachers ask, "What did Pig do wrong? What could he have
done differently?" This opens a conversation about social
skills.

Writing prompts: Children write their own short stories
about a time they had to share, tell the truth, or be a good
sport. The Pig books serve as mentor texts for character
and conflict.

Rhyme and phonics lessons: Because the text is
rhymed, teachers use it to teach word families and
phonemic patterns. For example, they might highlight
words like "pug," "mug," and "rug."

Art projects: Students draw their own Pug-inspired
characters or create comics showing a lesson learned.
Role-playing: Children act out scenes from the books,
practicing how to handle scenarios like sharing toys or
apologizing after fibbing.

Scholastic also offers downloadable resources, including printable
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activities, coloring pages, and discussion guides. This makes Pig
Pug Scholastic not just a series of books but a full educational
toolkit.

WHY PARENTS LOVE PIG THE PUG BOOKS

Parents often find themselves reading Pig the Pug books over and
over, sometimes twenty times in a row. That is because the
books are genuinely funny for adults too. Blabey's sly humor, the
absurdity of the situations, and the satisfying punchlines keep
parents entertained. Moreover, parents appreciate the clear
moral compass. In an era where screen time and instant
gratification are constant battles, having a book that naturally
teaches values without being heavy-handed is a relief.

The books also encourage bonding. Reading Pig the Pug together
often leads to conversations about the child's own behavior. A
parent might say, "Remember when Pig didn't share his toys?
That was like what happened at the playground today." The

character becomes a reference point for real-life lessons.
Scholastic's wide distribution means these books are easy to find
at school book fairs, online, and in bookstores, making them a
convenient choice for parents.

THE SCHOLASTIC ADVANTAGE: QUALITY,
ACCESSIBILITY, AND COLLABORATION

Scholastic's role in the success of Pig the Pug cannot be
overstated. The company's extensive network of school-based
sales means that millions of children encounter the series directly
in their classrooms. Scholastic also produces affordable
paperback editions, making it possible for families on tight
budgets to own multiple books. Additionally, Scholastic frequently
bundles Pig the Pug with other popular series like The Bad Guys
(also by Aaron Blabey) and Dog Man, creating cross-promotional
opportunities that boost reading engagement.

Furthermore, Scholastic has worked closely with Blabey



