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MASTERING THE NAU ALEKS TEST
PREP: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO
SUCCESS

Starting  your  academic  journey  at
Northern Arizona University (NAU) is an
exciting milestone. However, before you
dive into your chosen degree program,
you  may  need  to  take  the  ALEKS
placement  assessment.  For  many
incoming  students,  Nau  Aleks  Test
Prep  is the key to unlocking the right
math courses and avoiding unnecessary
prerequisites.  Whether  you  feel
confident  in  your  math  skills  or  a  bit
rusty,  understanding  how  to  prepare
effectively  can  make  all  the  difference.
This comprehensive guide will walk you
through  everything  you  need  to  know
about  the  ALEKS  assessment  at  NAU,
offering  practical  strategies  and
resources to help you achieve your best
possible score.

WHAT IS THE ALEKS PLACEMENT
ASSESSMENT AT NAU?

ALEKS, which stands for Assessment and
Learning  in  Knowledge  Spaces,  is  an
adaptive online platform used by NAU to
determine  your  readiness  for  college-
level  mathematics.  Unlike  traditional
multiple-choice  tests,  ALEKS  uses
artificial  intelligence  to  pinpoint  exactly
what you know and what you still need
to learn. The assessment covers a broad
range  of  topics,  from basic  arithmetic
and  algebra  to  trigonometry  and

precalculus,  depending  on  your  major
and  the  math  requirements  for  your
program.
At NAU, the ALEKS test is not a pass-or-
fail exam. Instead, it places you into the
math  course  that  best  matches  your
current skill level. This ensures you are
neither overwhelmed by material that is
too advanced nor bored by material you
have already mastered. Because the test
is  adaptive,  the  questions  become
harder  or  eas ier  based  on  your
responses ,  p rov id ing  a  h igh ly
personalized  assessment  experience.
This is exactly why focused Nau Aleks
Test Prep is so valuable—it helps you
refresh  key  concepts  and  fill  in  any
knowledge gaps before you sit  for  the
assessment.

Why Does NAU
Require the
ALEKS
Assessment?
NAU requires the ALEKS placement test
for  several  important  reasons.  First,  it
ensures that every student starts their
math sequence at the appropriate level.
Taking a course that is too advanced can
lead  to  frustration  and  poor  grades,
while  starting  too  low  can  delay  your
progress toward graduation. Second, the
assessment  helps  NAU  maintain  high
academic  standards  by  accurately
measuring each student's mathematical
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foundation.  Finally,  the  ALEKS  system
includes a unique learning module that
students can use to review and improve
their  skills  before  retaking  the  test  if
needed. For all these reasons, thoughtful
Nau  Aleks  Test  Prep  is  a  smart
investment in your academic success.

KEY TOPICS COVERED ON THE
NAU ALEKS TEST

The  content  of  the  ALEKS  assessment
can vary depending on which version of
the test NAU requires for your program.
However,  most students will  encounter
questions from the following major topic
areas:

Real numbers and operations:
Fractions, decimals, percentages,
exponents, and order of
operations.
Algebra and equations: Linear
equations, quadratic equations,
inequalities, and systems of
equations.
Functions and graphs:
Understanding function notation,
domain and range, linear
functions, and basic graphing.
Geometry and measurement:
Area, volume, perimeter, angles,
and coordinate geometry.
Trigonometry: Basic
trigonometric functions, right
triangle trigonometry, and the unit
circle.
Probability and statistics:
Mean, median, mode, basic
probability, and data
interpretation.

Familiarizing yourself with these topics is
the first step in any effective Nau Aleks
Test Prep plan. The more you review,
the more comfortable you will feel when
you encounter similar problems on the

actual assessment.

HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE
NAU ALEKS TEST PREP STRATEGY

Preparation is not about cramming the
night  before.  The ALEKS test  covers a
wide  range  of  material,  and  effective
preparation  requires  a  structured
approach. Here is a step-by-step plan to
help you get ready.

Step 1: Take an
Initial Practice
Assessment
Before  you  begin  studying,  take  a
practice  ALEKS  test  to  establish  a
baseline.  NAU  provides  access  to  the
ALEKS platform even before you take the
official  assessment,  so  you  can  use  the
practice module to see where you stand.
This initial attempt will give you a clear
p i c tu re  o f  you r  s t reng ths  and
weaknesses.  Many  students  find  that
even  a  short  period  of  focused  Nau
Aleks  Test  Prep  can  significantly
improve  their  scores.

Step 2: Use the
ALEKS Learning
Module
After your initial practice test, the ALEKS
platform  generates  a  personalized
learning module that targets the specific
topics you need to review. This is one of
the most powerful features of the ALEKS
system.  The  module  includes  lessons,
practice  problems,  and  progress
tracking.  Spend  time  working  through
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these  materials  every  day.  Consistent
effort over a week or two will yield much
better  results  than  last-minute
cramming.

Step 3: Focus on
Your Weak Areas
It is natural to want to review topics you
already  know well,  but  the  real  gains
come from addressing your weak points.
If you struggle with quadratic equations
or fractions, dedicate extra time to those
topics.  The  adaptive  nature  of  ALEKS
means that improving in one area can
unlock more challenging questions that
also affect your overall score. Smart Nau
Aleks Test Prep means prioritizing the
concepts that will move the needle the
most.

Step 4: Review
Basic Math Skills
Many  students  make  the  mistake  of
focusing  only  on  advanced  topics  like
trigonometry,  while  neglecting  basic
arithmetic  and  algebra.  However,  the
ALEKS  test  includes  foundational  skills
that  are  essential  for  success  in  any
math  course.  Make  sure  you  are
comfortable  with  fractions,  decimals,
percentages,  order  of  operations,  and
basic  algebraic  manipulation.  These
skills  form  the  building  blocks  for
everything  else.

Step 5: Simulate

Test Day
Conditions
Before  you take the official  assessment,
take at least one full-length practice test
under  timed  conditions.  This  will  help
you build stamina and get used to the
adaptive  format.  The  ALEKS  test
typically  takes  between  60  and  90
minutes, and the adaptive nature means
you cannot skip questions or go back to
change  answers.  Practicing  under
realistic  conditions  will  reduce  anxiety
and improve your performance.

TOP TIPS FOR IMPROVING YOUR
ALEKS SCORE AT NAU

Beyond  general  preparation,  there  are
specific  strategies  that  can  help  you
maximize your score on the NAU ALEKS
assessment. Here are some expert tips
to keep in mind.

Answer Every
Question
Carefully
Because  the  test  is  adaptive,  each
question  you  answer  determines  the
difficulty of the next question. If you rush
through a question and get it wrong, the
test  will  adjust  and  give  you  easier
questions, which can lower your overall
placement.  Take your  time,  read each
question  carefully,  and  double-check
your work before submitting an answer.
This  is  one  of  the  most  important
aspects  of  effective  Nau  Aleks  Test
Prep.
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Use the Built-In
Calculator Wisely
ALEKS includes an on-screen calculator
for certain questions, but not for all  of
them. You need to be able to perform
basic  calculations  without  a  calculator,
especially for the early parts of the test.
Pract ice  mental  math  and  hand
calculations as part of your preparation.
When the calculator is available, use it to
verify your work, but do not rely on it for
everything.

Don't Guess
Randomly
If  you  encounter  a  question  that  you
truly do not know how to answer, it is
better to make an educated guess than
to  leave  it  blank.  However,  random
guessing is not recommended because
the  adaptive  algorithm is  designed  to
measure your actual knowledge. If you
guess correctly on a hard question, the
test  may  give  you  an  even  harder
question that you cannot answer, which
can  hurt  your  overall  score.  Use  your
best  judgment  and  try  to  eliminate
obviously  wrong  answers  before
guessing.

Take Advantage
of the Retake
Policy
NAU allows students to take the ALEKS
assessment multiple times, usually with
a  waiting  period  between  attempts.  If

your  first  score  is  not  as  high  as  you
hoped, do not be discouraged. Use the
learning  module  to  review  your  weak
areas  and  then  retake  the  test.  Many
students  improve  the i r  scores
significantly  on  the  second  or  third
attempt.  This  is  why  consistent  Nau
Aleks  Test  Prep  across  multiple
attempts  is  a  smart  strategy.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
DURING NAU ALEKS TEST PREP

Even  dedicated  students  can  fall  into
common traps  when preparing for  the
ALEKS  assessment.  Here  are  a  few
pitfalls to watch out for.

Skipping the learning module:
The personalized learning module
is one of the best resources
available. Neglecting it means
missing out on targeted instruction
that addresses your specific gaps.
Focusing only on advanced
topics: It is easy to assume you
need to master calculus-level
material, but the test covers a
wide range of topics. Make sure
you review all the basics first.
Not taking practice tests
seriously: Practice tests are not
just for checking your knowledge;
they also help you build test-taking
stamina and familiarize yourself
with the format. Treat them as if
they are the real thing.
Cramming the night before:
ALEKS is designed to measure
deep understanding, not
memorization. Cramming is
unlikely to produce lasting
improvement. Spread your
preparation over several days or
weeks.
Ignoring the time limit: The
ALEKS test is timed, so you need
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to manage your time effectively.
Practice working at a steady pace
without rushing.

RESOURCES FOR NAU ALEKS
TEST PREP

Fortunately, you do not have to prepare
alone.  There  are  many  high-quality
resources available to help you succeed
on the NAU ALEKS assessment.

Official ALEKS
Platform
The  best  place  to  start  is  the  official
ALEKS platform provided  by  NAU.  You
w i l l  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  p r a c t i c e
assessments,  the personalized learning
module, and progress tracking. This is by
far the most relevant resource for your
preparation.

Online Tutorials
and Videos
Websites  like  Khan  Academy  offer  free
video  tutorials  and  practice  exercises
covering virtually  every  math topic  on
the ALEKS test. If you need a refresher
on  a  specific  concept,  these  resources
can  be  incredibly  helpful.

Study Guides
and Workbooks
There are also commercial study guides
and  workbooks  designed  specifically  for
ALEKS  preparation.  These  can  provide
additional  practice  problems  and
explanations, especially if  you prefer a
structured, book-based approach.

Peer Support and
Tutoring
NAU  offers  tutoring  services  through  its
Academic  Success  Centers.  If  you  are
struggling with certain  topics,  consider
working with a tutor or forming a study
group with other students who are also
preparing for the assessment.

UNDERSTANDING YOUR ALEKS
SCORE AND NEXT STEPS

Af te r  you  comp le te  the  ALEKS
assessment, you will receive a score that
ranges  from  0  to  100.  This  score
corresponds  to  a  specific  course
placement at NAU. For example, a score
of 30 might place you into introductory
algebra, while a score of 75 could place
you into calculus. Your score report will
explain which course you are eligible to
take.
Remember that the ALEKS score is not a
reflection  of  your  intelligence  or
potential. It is simply a snapshot of your
current math knowledge. If you are not
satisfied  with  your  placement,  you  can
use the learning module to improve and
then retake the test. Many students find
that  dedicated  Nau Aleks Test  Prep
over a few weeks helps them place into
a higher-level  course,  saving time and
tuition money in the long run.

FINAL THOUGHTS: WHY INVEST
IN NAU ALEKS TEST PREP?

Investing  time  and  effort  into  preparing
for the ALEKS assessment is one of the
smartest  things  you can do as  a  new
NAU student. A strong score can place
you into the math course you need for
your  major  without  having  to  take
remedial  classes  that  do  not  count
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toward your degree. This can save you a
full  semester  or  more  of  coursework,
along  with  the  associated  tuition  and
fees.

Beyond the practical  benefits,  preparing
for  ALEKS  also  builds  confidence.
Walking  into


