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INTRODUCTION: UNDERSTANDING THE MODERN
XBOX ONLINE EXPERIENCE

If  you own an Xbox console—whether it’s  the Xbox Series X,
Series S, or an older model like the Xbox One—you already know
that playing online with friends requires a subscription. For years,
that subscription was called Xbox Live Gold. In September 2023,
Microsoft replaced Xbox Live Gold with Xbox Game Pass Core,
which includes the same online multiplayer functionality plus a
small library of games. However, many gamers still refer to the
service as “Xbox Live,” and the question remains the same: How
to get Xbox Live for free, cheap, or at the best value? In this
guide, we will explore every legitimate method to obtain Xbox
Game Pass Core (formerly Xbox Live Gold) and even upgrade to
Game Pass Ultimate for the most comprehensive experience.
Whether you are a new console owner, a parent looking to set up
online  play  for  your  child,  or  a  budget-conscious  gamer,
understanding your options will save you money and time. We’ll
cover everything from free trial codes and Microsoft Rewards to
region pricing tricks and stacking deals. By the end, you’ll have a
clear roadmap to enjoy Xbox online gaming without overpaying.
Let’s dive into the most effective strategies under the umbrella of
“How to get Xbox Live for” the best possible price.

1. HOW TO GET XBOX LIVE FOR FREE: LEGITIMATE
METHODS

1.1. Microsoft Rewards:
Earning Points for
Subscriptions
Microsoft Rewards is a loyalty program that lets you earn points
by performing simple tasks like searching on Bing, completing
quizzes, and playing Game Pass quests. With enough points, you
can redeem them directly for Xbox Game Pass Core (or Xbox Live
Gold codes). This is arguably the best way to get Xbox Live for
free without any shady tricks. Here’s how it works:

Sign up for Microsoft Rewards using your Microsoft account.
Earn points daily through searches (up to 150 points per
day on desktop and mobile).
Complete Bonus rounds and weekly streaks for extra
points.
Redeem 1 month of Xbox Live Gold (now Game Pass Core)
for about 6,800 – 7,000 points depending on your region.

With consistent daily activity, you can earn enough points for a
free  month  every  2–3  months.  Some  dedicated  users  even
accumulate points for a full year. This method is fully legitimate
and supported by Microsoft.

1.2. Free Trial Codes from
Promotions
Occasionally,  Microsoft  includes free trial  codes for  Xbox Live
Gold  (or  Game  Pass  Ultimate)  inside  new  console  bundles,
controller packages, or even as part of special promotions with
energy drinks or snacks. If you’re buying a new Xbox, check the
box for a 14-day or 1-month trial code. Also, keep an eye on
retailer offers during Black Friday or holiday seasons. These trials
are usually limited to one per account, but they can give you a
taste of online multiplayer at no cost.

1.3. Game Pass Quest
Rewards
If you already have an active Game Pass subscription (any tier),
you can participate in weekly and monthly quests that reward
you with points or free months of Game Pass. Some quests offer
“Game Pass Ultimate” months as rewards, which include Xbox
Live access. While this requires an initial investment, recurring
players  can  effectively  extend  their  subscription  indefinitely  by
completing quests—essentially getting Xbox Live for free once
you’re in the ecosystem.

2. HOW TO GET XBOX LIVE FOR CHEAP: DISCOUNTS
AND DEALS

2.1. Buy Yearly
Subscriptions from
Authorized Retailers
While Microsoft’s official store price for Game Pass Core is $9.99
per  month  (or  $59.99  for  12  months),  you  can  often  find
discounted 12-month codes from reputable online retailers like
Amazon,  Best  Buy,  CDKeys,  or  Eneba.  These codes are often
20–40%  cheaper  than  buying  directly  from  Microsoft.  For
example, a 12-month Xbox Live Gold code (which converts to
Game Pass Core) can be found for as low as $35–$45 during
sales.  Just  ensure the seller  is  authorized or  has strong user
reviews to avoid scam codes.

2.2. Stacking Multiple
Codes (Gold to Ultimate
Conversion Trick)
One of the most well-known cost-saving strategies for “how to
get Xbox Live for” less is the Gold-to-Ultimate conversion. If
you  have  an  active  Xbox  Live  Gold  or  Game  Pass  Core
subscription,  you  can  upgrade  to  Game  Pass  Ultimate  by
purchasing  a  single  month  of  Ultimate.  Microsoft  converts
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whatever remaining time you have into Ultimate at a 1:1 ratio (up
to 36 months). Here’s the trick:

Buy up to 36 months of Xbox Live Gold (or Game Pass1.
Core) codes at a discount.
Redeem all of them on your account. Do not buy Ultimate2.
first.
Then subscribe to Game Pass Ultimate for one month3.
(typically $16.99).
Your entire remaining Gold time will convert to Ultimate for4.
that low price.

For  example,  if  you stack 3 years  of  Gold for  $150 (through
deals), then pay $17 for one month of Ultimate, you end up with
3 years of Game Pass Ultimate for about $167—an average of
$4.64  per  month.  That’s  a  massive  saving  compared  to  the
regular $16.99/month rate. Note that this conversion rate is still
active as of 2025, though Microsoft may change it in the future.

2.3. Region Pricing and Gift
Cards
Another method to reduce cost involves purchasing Xbox Live
Gold codes from countries where the currency is weaker, such as
Turkey, Argentina, or Brazil. However, be cautious: Microsoft now
enforces region locks on many subscriptions. You may need a
VPN to  redeem, and there is  a  risk  of  account  suspension if
detected. A safer alternative is to buy discounted Xbox gift cards
from  third-party  sites  and  use  those  funds  to  purchase
subscriptions directly from the Microsoft Store (which may still
use your local region pricing). Always research the legality and
risks before attempting cross-region purchases.

3. HOW TO GET XBOX LIVE FOR A YEAR: LONG-TERM
PLANS

3.1. Direct 12-Month Game
Pass Core Subscription
The simplest way to get Xbox Live for a full year is to buy the
official 12-month Game Pass Core subscription. This usually costs
$59.99 in the US, which works out to $5 per month. It includes
online  multiplayer  and  over  25  games.  While  this  is  not  the
cheapest option, it’s hassle-free and directly supports Microsoft.

3.2. Utilize the Conversion
Trick for a Year of Ultimate
As explained above, stacking 12 months of Gold (which you can
buy cheaply) and then converting to Ultimate gives you a year of
Ultimate  at  around  $50–$60  if  you  find  good  Gold  deals.  That’s
significantly less than paying $16.99/month for Ultimate, and you
get hundreds of games plus EA Play.

3.3. Microsoft Rewards for
Annual Subscription
If you are diligent with Microsoft Rewards, you can save points for
a whole year.  A 12-month Game Pass Core code costs about
68,000 points  in  the  US reward store.  While  it  takes  several

months of daily searches and quests to accumulate that many
points, it is entirely possible. This method gives you Xbox Live for
free (other than your time and effort).

4. HOW TO GET XBOX LIVE FOR KIDS AND FAMILY
ACCOUNTS

4.1. Xbox Game Pass
Friends & Family
(Discontinued but Legacy)
Microsoft  briefly  offered  a  “Friends  &  Family”  plan  in  select
regions (like Ireland, Colombia, and New Zealand) that allowed up
to five people to share a single Game Pass Ultimate subscription
for a higher monthly fee. This plan has since been discontinued
for new subscribers, but existing users may still be active. If you
have a family, check if you can join or create a “Family” group on
Xbox to share subscriptions. The standard sharing method is via
Home Xbox:

Set your account’s home Xbox on the console your child
will use.
Any user on that console can play online and access your
Game Pass subs.
Only one console can be set as home at a time (can be
changed up to five times per year).

This allows you to buy one subscription for a family of multiple
gamers,  effectively  getting  Xbox  Live  for  multiple  users  at  no
extra  cost  per  user.

4.2. Child Accounts and
Family Settings
To get Xbox Live for a child, create a Microsoft family group and
add the child’s account. You can then purchase a subscription
and assign it to the child account. The subscription remains with
the account across any console. For younger children, use the
Xbox  Family  Settings  app  to  manage  screen  time,
communication, and spending limits. You can also restrict online
multiplayer to friends only.
If  you want  the cheapest  way to  provide Xbox Live for  kids,
consider the Home Xbox sharing method described above. One
Ultimate  subscription  can  cover  all  users  on  one  console,
including children.

5. HOW TO GET XBOX LIVE FOR PC GAMERS

5.1. Xbox Game Pass for PC
Already Includes
Multiplayer
Important note: If you are playing on Windows 10/11, you do not
need  Xbox  Live  Gold  or  Game  Pass  Core  to  play  online
multiplayer games on PC. Xbox multiplayer on PC is free for most
titles. However, if you want to play certain Xbox Play Anywhere
titles or access cloud saves and perks, you might consider Xbox
Game  Pass  for  PC  ($9.99/month).  This  subscription  includes
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access to hundreds of PC games, but online multiplayer is not
blocked without it on PC. So if you only play on PC, you can skip
Xbox Live entirely.

5.2. Xbox Game Pass
Ultimate for PC + Console
& Cloud
If you game on both PC and console, Game Pass Ultimate is your
best bet. For about $16.99/month, you get Xbox Live (Game Pass
Core) for console, Game Pass for PC, EA Play, and cloud gaming.
You  can  acquire  Ultimate  cheaper  using  the  conversion  trick
described earlier. That is the most cost-effective way to get Xbox
Live for both platforms.

6. FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT GETTING
XBOX LIVE

6.1. Is Xbox Live Gold still
available?
No, Xbox Live Gold was replaced by Xbox Game Pass Core in
September 2023. Existing Gold codes will still work and convert
to  Core.  If  you  buy  a  code  labeled  “Xbox  Live  Gold,”  it  will
activate  as  Game  Pass  Core.  The  core  online  multiplayer
functionality remains identical.

6.2. Can I get Xbox Live for

free permanently?
Not permanently,  but you can use Microsoft  Rewards to earn
enough  points  to  keep  a  subscription  active  indefinitely.  Some
users have maintained free subscriptions for years by completing
daily tasks.

6.3. Does buying a used
Xbox give me free Xbox
Live?
No, a used console does not include a subscription. However, if
the previous owner left their account as home, you might still
have access to their games and Gold for a limited time, but that
is not reliable or ethical.

6.4. What are the risks of
using cheap key resellers?
Unofficial  key  resellers  may  sell  codes  purchased  with  stolen
credit cards. These codes can be revoked by Microsoft, resulting
in  a  ban.  Always  buy  from authorized  retailers  or  well-rated
marketplaces like CDKeys (which often sources from wholesale)
but understand there is still a small risk. Microsoft’s official store
or Amazon.com (sold by Amazon) are safest.
CONCLUSION: CHOOSE THE BEST PATH FOR


