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EXPLORING THE MEDIEVAL WORLD: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE STORY OF
THE WORLD VOLUME 2

For parents, educators, and lifelong learners seeking a captivating introduction to history, Susan
Wise Bauer’s The Story Of The World Volume 2: The Middle Ages stands as a cornerstone
resource. This volume, part of the acclaimed four-part series, transports readers from the fall of
Rome through the dawn of the Renaissance. It weaves a narrative that is both accessible and rich in
detail, making it an ideal tool for homeschooling families, classical educators, and anyone curious
about  the  medieval  period.  In  this  article,  we’ll  explore  what  makes  this  book  so  effective,  how it
structures complex historical events, and why it continues to resonate with modern audiences.
Whether you are a parent planning a history curriculum or an adult revisiting the Middle Ages, this
guide will help you understand the enduring value of The Story Of The World Volume 2.

A Journey Through the Middle Ages: What
the Book Covers
The  Story  Of  The  World  Volume  2  picks  up  where  its  predecessor  left  off.  It  begins  with  the
crumbling of the Western Roman Empire in the fifth century and follows the threads of history across
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Americas up to the late 1400s. Bauer adopts a chronological narrative
style, presenting history as a cohesive story rather than a disjointed list of dates and events. This
approach makes the medieval world feel immediate and relevant, drawing readers into the lives of
saints, kings, warriors, explorers, and ordinary people.
The book’s chapters are divided into four main sections, each covering several centuries: “The Early
Middle Ages,” “The High Middle Ages,” “The Late Middle Ages,” and “The Age of Discovery.” Within
these sections, readers encounter compelling stories such as the rise of Islam, the Byzantine Empire,
the Viking raids, the Crusades, the Magna Carta, the Black Death, and the voyages of explorers like
Marco Polo and Zheng He. Notably, the narrative does not limit itself to Europe. It includes cultural
and  political  developments  in  China,  India,  Africa,  and  Mesoamerica,  offering  a  genuinely  global
perspective  on  the  medieval  era.

Why the Narrative Approach Works for
Young Learners
One of the standout features of The Story Of The World Volume 2 is its narrative style. Bauer
writes as if telling a story to a child, yet the content remains intellectually honest and factually
rigorous. This approach is rooted in the classical education model, which emphasizes the grammar
stage of learning for elementary-aged children. By presenting history as a narrative, the book helps
children build a mental timeline of events and develop a sense of causality—“this happened because
that  happened.”  The  text  is  sprinkled  with  anecdotes,  dialogue  (reconstructed  from historical
sources), and vivid descriptions that make abstract concepts tangible.
For example, when discussing the spread of the bubonic plague, Bauer describes not only the
symptoms and death toll but also the emotional and social chaos that followed. She uses first-person
vignettes to give voice to people of the time, making the tragedy feel personal. This storytelling
technique is far more engaging than a dry textbook recitation of facts. It encourages empathy and
curiosity,  inviting  learners  to  ask  questions  and  seek  deeper  understanding.  For  parents  and
teachers,  this  makes  the  book  an  excellent  springboard  for  discussions,  projects,  and  further
reading.

Structure and Companion Materials: A
Complete Curriculum
While the main text of The Story Of The World Volume 2 is a pleasure to read, its true power lies
in the accompanying activity book, test book, and audio recordings. Together, these resources form
a comprehensive history curriculum. The activity book provides review questions, map exercises,
coloring pages, and hands-on projects for each chapter. These activities cater to different learning
styles—visual, auditory, kinesthetic—ensuring that every child can engage with the material in a
meaningful way.
For instance, when studying the Vikings, a child might construct a model longship, map a Viking
trade route, or listen to a Norse saga read aloud. The tests (available separately) allow parents to
assess comprehension without creating a stressful, high-stakes environment. The audio version,
narrated by Bauer herself, is a boon for auditory learners or families who want to listen during car
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rides. This layered approach means that The Story Of The World Volume 2 can be adapted for a wide
age range—typically suggested for grades 1 through 5, but easily adjusted for younger or older
students by varying the depth of activities.

Making History Fun: Hands-On Learning
and Living Books
A key principle of the classical education method—and one that Bauer champions—is that history
should be learned through “living books” rather than dry textbooks. The Story Of The World
Volume 2 embodies this philosophy. It doesn’t just list events; it tells the story of people. But Bauer
goes a step further: she encourages readers to supplement the text with additional living books and
primary sources.  Each chapter  includes a recommended reading list  of  fiction and nonfiction titles
that expand on the topics covered.
For example, after reading about the early Muslim caliphates, a child might enjoy a picture book
about the Golden Age of Baghdad. After learning about the Norman Conquest, they could read a
historical novel set in medieval England. This interdisciplinary approach helps children see history as
part of literature, art, and science. The hands-on projects also reinforce learning—constructing a
medieval castle from sugar cubes, making a stained glass window out of tissue paper, or cooking a
Byzantine recipe. These activities cement knowledge through memory and experience.

Addressing Controversial Topics with
Sensitivity and Accuracy
Medieval  history  contains  many  difficult  subjects:  war,  religious  conflict,  persecution,  slavery,  and
inequality.  Bauer handles these topics with remarkable sensitivity,  presenting them in an age-
appropriate manner without glossing over the darkness. For instance, the Crusades are described as
a complex interweaving of religious fervor, political ambition, and tragic violence. She does not
demonize any one side but explains the motivations and consequences in a balanced way. Similarly,
the treatment of heresy, the Inquisition, and the persecution of Jews is presented factually, with
emphasis on understanding the historical context.
This balanced approach is one reason The Story Of the World Volume 2 is widely used across
different educational settings. It respects the intelligence of young readers while acknowledging that
some topics  require guidance from a parent  or  teacher.  The activity  book includes discussion
prompts that encourage critical  thinking: “Do you think it  was right for the Crusaders to sack
Constantinople?  Why or  why not?”  These questions  help  children develop their  own historical
perspectives and moral reasoning.

Comparing with Other History Curricula
Many homeschooling families and classical schools use The Story Of The World series, but how
does Volume 2 compare to other popular curricula? Unlike the textbook-heavy formats of standard
programs, Bauer’s book is written in a narrative, story-like tone that appeals to auditory and visual
learners. Programs like Mystery of History or Veritas Press offer similar chronological approaches but
often require more prep time from the parent. The Story Of The World Volume 2 stands out for its
simplicity and flexibility. You can pick it up and read a chapter aloud with minimal preparation; the
companion activity book does the heavy lifting of providing exercises and project ideas.
Another  advantage  is  the  book’s  affordability  and  accessibility.  It  is  available  in  paperback,
hardcover, audio, and even Kindle formats. The activity book covers multiple grade levels, meaning
one purchase can be used across several years or with siblings of different ages. For families already
following a classical education track, this volume integrates seamlessly with the rest of the series
and with other classical resources such as the “History of the World” timeline materials.

Tips for Using the Book Effectively at
Home or in the Classroom
To get the most out of The Story Of The World Volume 2, consider these practical tips:

Read aloud together. The narrative is meant to be shared. Reading aloud builds vocabulary,
strengthens listening skills, and creates a shared family experience around history.
Use maps consistently. Many events in the medieval period involve geography—trade
routes, invasions, explorations. Keep a world map or globe handy and trace journeys visually
as you read.
Keep a timeline notebook. As you progress through the chapters, have your child add dates
and events to a timeline. This reinforces chronological order and helps visualize the sequence
of civilizations.
Don’t skip the activities. The hands-on projects, coloring pages, and map work are not just
busywork. They help children internalize information in a multi-sensory way.
Incorporate living books. Use the recommended reading lists to find historical fiction and
biographies that align with the chapters. This deepens understanding and makes history feel
even more alive.
Adapt to your child’s pace. Some chapters are longer or more complex. You can spread
them over several days, supplement with videos, or skip activities that don’t resonate. The
curriculum is designed to be flexible.
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Sample Chapter Insights: What Readers
Will Encounter
To  give  you  a  flavor  of  the  content,  here  is  a  glimpse  into  two  representative  chapters  from The
Story Of The World Volume 2:
Chapter 3: The Rise of Islam – This chapter introduces the life of Muhammad, the early history of
the Islamic faith, and the rapid expansion of Arab armies. Bauer explains the cultural and scientific
achievements  of  the  Islamic  Golden  Age,  including  advances  in  mathematics,  medicine,  and
architecture. She uses the story of a merchant’s journey to illustrate how trade spread both goods
and ideas. The chapter ends with the division between Sunni and Shia Muslims, handled simply but
accurately.
Chapter 18: The Black Death – Bauer describes the plague’s arrival in Europe, its symptoms, and
its devastating impact on society. Rather than focus only on statistics, she tells the story of a young
English girl who watches her family die and then survives to rebuild her life. The chapter explores
the economic and social consequences, including labor shortages and the weakening of the feudal
system. The accompanying activity book suggests a role-playing game where students simulate a
medieval village responding to the outbreak, promoting empathy and strategic thinking.

Why This Book Is Still Relevant Today
In an age of rapid change, understanding the past remains vital. The Story Of The World Volume
2 does more than teach dates and events; it cultivates a sense of historical consciousness. By

examining how societies rose and fell, how ideas spread, and how people responded to crisis and
opportunity, readers gain perspective on the present. The medieval period, in particular, laid the
foundations for many modern institutions—parliamentary government, universities, banking, global
trade, and religious diversity. Bauer’s narrative helps children see these connections without being
overtly didactic.
Moreover,  the  book’s  respectful  treatment  of  multiple  cultures  and  religions  fosters  global
awareness and tolerance. In a world that often seems polarized, understanding that people across
centuries faced similar struggles—with war, disease, inequality,  and change—can be a unifying
lesson.  The  book  encourages  readers  to  ask  questions,  think  critically,  and  appreciate  the
complexity of human history.

Conclusion: A Timeless Resource for
History Lovers
Whether you are a seasoned homeschooler, a classroom teacher, or an adult seeking an engaging
overview of the Middle Ages, The Story Of The World Volume 2 delivers. Its narrative approach
transforms history from a static list of facts into a vibrant, ongoing story. Accompanied by rich
activities and thoughtful discussion questions, it provides a complete, adaptable curriculum that
respects the intelligence of young learners while making the subject thoroughly enjoyable. The book
not only imparts knowledge but also nurtures a lifelong love of history. By using The Story Of The
World Volume 2, you are not just teaching names and dates—you are inviting your child to walk
alongside the people of the past and discover how their stories shape ours. Dive in, and let the
adventures of the medieval world begin.


