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THE ENDURING
POWER OF THE
LION AND THE
MOUSE STORY
SEQUENCE
PICTURES

In  the  vast  landscape
of children's literature,
f e w  t a l e s  h a v e
survived  as  gracefully
as Aesop's fable of the
lion  and  the  mouse.
T h i s  s i m p l e  y e t
profound  story  has
been told and retold for
centuries,  capturing
the  hearts  of  young
readers and reminding

adults  of  a  timeless
truth: kindness is never
wasted.  Today,  the
story  finds  new  life
t h r o u g h  v i s u a l
s t o r y t e l l i n g ,
particularly  through
lion and the mouse
story  sequence
p i c tu res .  T h e s e
sequential  images  do
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t
illustrate the narrative;
they  break  down  the
plot  into  digestible,
memorable  steps  that
e n h a n c e
comprehension  and
e n g a g e m e n t  f o r
learners of all ages.
Whether  you  are  a
parent  looking  for
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educational  tools,  a
teacher  designing
lesson  p lans ,  or  a
storyteller  seeking
v i s u a l  a i d s ,
understanding  how  to
use sequence pictures
for  this  classic  fable
can transform the way
t h e  s t o r y  i s
experienced. Sequence
pictures  help  children
predict  what  happens
next, understand cause
and  effect,  and
internalize the moral of
the story in a way that
text  a lone  cannot
achieve. Let us explore
the layers of  meaning
behind the lion and the
mouse story sequence
pictures  and  discover
how they can be used
effectively  for
e d u c a t i o n ,
entertainment,  and
moral  development.

WHAT MAKES THE
LION AND THE

MOUSE FABLE SO
TIMELESS?

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  sequence
pictures,  it  is  worth
reflecting  on  why  this
particular  fable  has
endured  for  over  two
thousand  years.  The
story  is  deceptively
simple.  A  mighty  lion
spares  a  tiny  mouse.
La te r ,  t he  mouse
repays  the  favor  by
gnawing through a net
that traps the lion. The
moral – that even the
smallest  creature  can
help  the  greatest  –
resonates  ac ross
c u l t u r e s  a n d
generat ions .  Th is
theme  of  humil ity,
g r a t i t u d e ,  a n d
unexpected strength is
universal,  making  it  a
perfect  candidate  for
visual  sequencing.
When  you  examine
lion and the mouse
story  sequence
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pictures,  you  notice
h o w  e a c h  f r a m e
captures  a  pivotal
m o m e n t  o f
transformation.  The
l i on  beg ins  a s  an
arrogant  ruler  of  the
jungle.  The  mouse
a p p e a r s  a s  a
f r i g h t e n e d ,
insignificant  being.
Through the sequence,
their  roles  shift.  The
l i o n  b e c o m e s
vulnerable,  and  the
mouse  becomes  a
hero. These visual cues
help  children  grasp
complex emotional and
moral concepts without
needing  extensive
v o c a b u l a r y .  T h e
pictures  do the heavy
lifting,  allowing  the
story to speak directly
to the heart.

UNDERSTANDING
STORY SEQUENCE
PICTURES

S t o r y  s e q u e n c e
pictures are a series of

images  arranged  in
chronological  order  to
retell a narrative. They
are  widely  used  in
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d
education,  speech
therapy, and language
learning.  For  the  lion
and the mouse fable, a
typical sequence might
include  four  to  eight
key scenes. Each scene
represents  a  specific
story beat, allowing the
viewer  to  follow  the
plot from beginning to
end.
The  educational  value
o f  l i o n  a n d  t h e
m o u s e  s t o r y
sequence  pictures
lies  in  their  ability  to
suppo r t  mu l t i p l e
learning  styles.  Visual
learners  benefit  from
t h e  i m a g e r y .
Kinesthetic  learners
c a n  c u t  o u t  a n d
arrange  the  pictures
themselves.  Auditory
learners  can  narrate
the story while pointing
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to  each  frame.  This
multisensory  approach
m a k e s  t h e  f a b l e
accessible  to  children
with varying needs and
abilities,  including
those  learning  English
as a  second language
or  those  with  reading
difficulties.

Key
Elements
of an
Effective
Sequence
Picture
Set
N o t  a l l  s e q u e n c e
pictures  are  created
equal.  A  high-quality
set  of  l ion  and  the
mouse story sequence

pictures should include
several  important
features:

Clear visual
hierarchy: Each
image should
focus on one
main action, with
minimal
background
clutter.
Emotional
expression: The
faces of the lion
and mouse
should convey
distinct emotions
– fear, surprise,
gratitude,
determination –
to support
emotional
literacy.
Logical
progression:
The scenes
should flow
naturally from
one to the next,
leaving no gaps
in the narrative.
Appropriate
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detail: For
younger children,
simpler
illustrations work
best. Older
children can
handle more
complex scenes
with additional
characters or
environmental
details.
Consistent
character
design: The lion
and mouse
should be easily
recognizable
across all frames,
with consistent
colors, sizes, and
features.

When  these  elements
a r e  p r e s e n t ,  t h e
sequence  pictures
become a powerful tool
for  storytelling  and
education.  They  allow
c h i l d r e n  t o  t a k e
o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e
narrative, retelling it in
their  own  words  and

e v e n  i n v e n t i n g
alternative endings.

A DETAILED
WALKTHROUGH OF
THE LION AND THE
MOUSE STORY
SEQUENCE
PICTURES

Let us walk through a
typical  set of lion and
t h e  m o u s e  s t o r y
sequence  pictures,
scene  by  scene.  This
breakdown  will  help
you  understand  how
the  visual  narrative
unfolds and how each
frame  contributes  to
the  overall  story  arc.

Scene
One: The
Lion
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Sleeps
The  first  picture
typ ica l l y  shows  a
majestic  lion  sleeping
peacefully  under  a
large tree or on a sun-
drenched  rock.  His
m a n e  i s  f u l l ,  h i s
posture  relaxed.  This
image  establishes  the
l i o n ' s  p o w e r  a n d
dominance.  In  the
background,  a  small
mouse scurries nearby,
unaware of the danger.
This  scene  sets  the
stage  for  the  central
conflict.  The  contrast
between  the  massive
lion and the tiny mouse
is  visually  striking,
immediately  drawing
the  viewer  into  the
story.
When using this frame
in  an  educat iona l
context,  ask questions
like:  "How  is  the  lion
feel ing  here?"  and
"What do you think the

mouse is  doing?"  This
encourages  prediction
and  engagement.

Scene
Two: The
Mouse
Wakes
the Lion
In  the second picture,
t h e  m o u s e  h a s
accidentally run across
the lion's nose or paw,
waking  h im  with  a
start.  The  lion's  eyes
are  wide  open,  his
mouth agape in a roar
or  a  menacing  growl.
The  mouse  is  shown
cowering, aware that it
has  made  a  terrible
mistake. This frame is
rich  with  emotional
tension.  Children  can
see  the  lion's  anger
and the mouse's terror.
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The  size  difference  is
emphasized,  making
t h e  m o u s e ' s
predicament feel  even
more dire.
This is often the most
dramatic  frame in  the
lion and the mouse
story  sequence
pictures.  It  captures
the  moment  of  crisis
and sets up the moral
dilemma:  will  the  lion
eat the mouse, or will
he show mercy?

Scene
Three:
The Lion
Shows
Mercy
The third picture shows
a  shift  in  the  l ion's
expression.  Instead  of
a n g e r ,  t h e r e  i s

a m u s e m e n t  o r
indifference.  The  lion
lifts  his  paw,  allowing
the  mouse  to  escape.
The  mouse  looks  up
with  gratitude  and
perhaps disbelief.  This
f r a m e  i s  c r u c i a l
because it  depicts the
act  of  kindness  that
drives the entire story.
The  lion,  despite  his
power, chooses not to
harm the mouse.  This
decision is the heart of
the fable.
Discussing  this  frame
with children opens up
conversations  about
empathy,  power,  and
forgiveness.  Why  did
the lion let the mouse
go?  What  would  have
happened  if  he  had
not?

Scene
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Four: The
Lion

Trapped
The  setting  changes
dramatically  in  the
fourth frame.  The lion
is  now  caught  in  a
h u n t e r ' s  n e t ,
suspended  off  the
ground  or  tangled  in
ropes. His expression is
o n e  o f  p a n i c  a n d
desperation.  He  roars
in  frustration,  but  no
one comes to help. The
once-mighty  king  of
the jungle  is  helpless.
This  image  powerfully
illustrates that no one
is  invincible.  Everyone
can  face  challenges
that  are  too  big  to
handle alone.
Children often gasp at
this  frame,  feeling
sympathy for the lion.
It is a great opportunity

to discuss vulnerability
and the importance of
helping  others,  even
t h o s e  w h o  s e e m
strong.

Scene
Five: The
Mouse
Helps
The  fifth  picture  is  the
turning  point  of  the
visual  narrative.  The
mouse appears beside
the  t rapped  l i on ,
chewing  through  the
ropes  or  netting.  The
lion  looks  down  with
surprise and gratitude.
T h e  m o u s e ' s
determination  is  clear
on its face. This frame
i s  a  d i r e c t  v i s u a l
representation  of  the
moral:  small  acts  of
kindness  can  have
enormous impact.  The
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contrast  between  the
tiny  mouse  and  the
thick ropes emphasizes
the  effort  and  courage
required.
In many lion and the
m o u s e  s t o r y
sequence  pictures,
this  scene  is  drawn
with particular care, as
it is the climax of the
story.  The  mouse's
h e r o i c  m o m e n t
d e s e r v e s  t o  b e
celebrated visually.

Scene
Six:
Freedom
and
Gratitude
The  final  frame  shows
the lion free, standing
beside the mouse. The
two  animals  look  at

each other with mutual
respect.  The  lion  may
be licking the mouse or
nuzzling it  gently. The
net  lies  in  tatters  on
the ground. This image
represents  resolution
and harmony. The lion
learned that  even the
smallest  creature  has
value,  and the mouse
proved that courage is
not a matter of size.
This  concluding  frame
leaves the viewer with
a sense of warmth and
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I t
reinforces the moral in
a visual way that stays
with  the  chi ld  long
after the story is over.

HOW TO USE LION
AND THE MOUSE
STORY SEQUENCE
PICTURES FOR
LEARNING

The  applications  of
lion and the mouse
story  sequence
pictures  extend  far
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b e y o n d  s i m p l e
storytelling.  Educators
and  parents  can  use
them  in  a  variety  of
c r e a t i v e  w a y s  t o
suppor t  l i t e racy ,
l a n g u a g e
development,  and
crit ical  thinking.

Literacy
Develop
ment
Sequence pictures  are
an  exce l l en t  p re -
reading activity. Before
showing the text of the
story,  present  the
p i c t u r e s  a n d  a s k
children  to  narrate
what  they  see.  This
builds  vocabulary,
sentence  structure,
and narrative skills. For
ear ly  readers,  the
p i c t u r e s  p r o v i d e
context clues that help
decode  unfamil iar

w o r d s .  F o r  m o r e
advanced students, the
pictures can serve as a
prompt for writing their
own  version  of  the
story,  focusing  on
descriptive  language
and  dialogue.

ESL and
Language
Learning
For  students  learning
English  as  a  second
language,  sequence
pictures  offer  a  visual
a n c h o r  f o r
understanding.  The
images  are  universal,
transcending  language
barriers.  Teachers  can
i n t r o d u c e  k e y
vocabulary  words  like
"roar,"  "gnaw,"  "trap,"
" m e r c y , "  a n d
"grat i tude"  wh i le
p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e
corresponding  frame.
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Students  can  practice
sentence formation by
describing each picture
in  the  correct  order.
This  method  is  far
more  effective  than
rote  memorization
because  it  connects
words  to  concrete
images.

Critical
Thinking
and
Prediction
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  u s e s  o f
sequence pictures is to
develop  prediction
skills.  Show  the  first
three  frames  and  ask
children  what  they
think will happen next.
This encourages active
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
creative thinking. After
the story  is  complete,

a s k  c h i l d r e n  t o
rearrange the pictures
in a different order and
discuss  how the  story
changes.  What  if  the
mouse helped the lion
first,  before  being
c a u g h t ?  T h e s e
exercises foster higher-
order  thinking  and
n a r r a t i v e
comprehension.

Social
and
Emotional
Learning
The lion and the mouse
fab le  i s  r i ch  w i th
emotional  and  moral
l e s s o n s .  U s e  t h e
sequence  pictures  to
discuss  feelings  at
each  s tage  o f  the
story. How did the lion
feel when he woke up?
How did the mouse feel
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when  it  was  caught?
H o w  d i d  b o t h
characters  feel  at  the
end?  This  emotional
mapping helps children
develop  empathy  and
understand that others
have  feelings  different
from their own. It also
opens  the  door  to
discussions  about
kindness,  gratitude,
a n d  t h e  v a l u e  o f
helping  others.

CREATING YOUR
OWN LION AND
THE MOUSE STORY
SEQUENCE
PICTURES

While  many  pre-made
sets  of  lion  and the
m o u s e  s t o r y
sequence  pictures
are  available  online,
there is immense value
in  creating  your  own.
T h i s  c a n  b e  a
collaborative  project
between  adults  and
c h i l d r e n ,  o r  a n
i n d e p e n d e n t  a r t

ac t i v i ty  fo r  o lder
students.  Creating
sequence  pictures
r e i n f o r c e s
understanding  of  the
story's  structure  and
allows  for  personal
creative  expression.

Simple
Steps for
Making
Sequence
Pictures

Divide the1.
story into key
scenes.
Typically six to
eight frames are
sufficient to
capture the main
plot points.
Sketch each2.
scene on a
separate card.
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Use simple
shapes and focus
on character
expressions and
key actions.
Add color and3.
detail. Use
crayons,
markers, or paint
to bring the
pictures to life.
Consistent colors
for the lion and
mouse help
maintain
continuity.
Write a caption4.
for each frame.
This can be a
single sentence
or a short
paragraph,
depending on the
child's reading
level.
Arrange the5.
cards in order.

Practice retelling
the story using
only the pictures,
then using the
captions.
Laminate the6.
cards for
durability. They
can be used
again and again
for repeated
storytelling
sessions.

This  process  not  only
reinforces  the  story
structure  but  a lso
builds fine motor skills,
planning  abilities,  and
pride  in  a  finished
product.

FINDING HIGH-
QUALITY LION AND
THE MOUSE STORY
SEQUENCE
PICTURES ONLINE


