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ERIE COUNTY
SHERIFF EXAM
2021: A COMPLETE
GUIDE FOR
ASPIRING
CANDIDATES

The path to becoming
a  sheriff's  deputy  in
N e w  Y o r k  i s  b o t h
r i g o r o u s  a n d
rewarding,  and  for
many  candidates,  the
journey begins with the
Erie  County  Sheriff
E x a m .  F o r  t h o s e
considering this career
path,  understanding
the specifics of the Erie
County  Sheriff  Exam
2021  remains  highly
relevant, not only as a

historical  benchmark
but also as a blueprint
for  future  preparation.
Whether  you  are  a
first-time applicant or a
seasoned  professional
looking  to  transition
into  law  enforcement,
this guide will walk you
through  the  structure,
preparation  strategies,
and essential details of
t h i s  c r i t i c a l
examination.
The year 2021 marked
a  significant  period  for
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
recruitment in Western
New  York.  The  Erie
County  Sheriff's  Office,
one  of  the  largest
sheriff's  offices  in  the
state,  sought  qualified
individuals  to  join  its
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ranks. The examination
served as the primary
gateway for candidates
aiming  to  serve  and
protect  the  diverse
communities  within
E r i e  C o u n t y .
Understanding  the
components  of  this
exam can give modern
a p p l i c a n t s  a
substantial  advantage,
as  the  testing  format
and  content  have
remained  la rge ly
consistent  over  recent
cycles.

UNDERSTANDING
THE ERIE COUNTY
SHERIFF EXAM
2021

The Erie County Sheriff
E x a m  2 0 2 1  w a s
designed  to  assess  a
candidate's  aptitude
for the demanding role
of  a  deputy  sheriff.
Unlike  standard  civil
service  exams,  this
test evaluated a blend
of  cognitive  abilities,

situational  judgment,
and physical readiness.
Administered  by  the
E r i e  C o u n t y
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
P e r s o n n e l  i n
collaboration  with  the
Sheriff's  Office,  the
e x a m  s o u g h t  t o
identify individuals who
c o u l d  h a n d l e  t h e
m u l t i f a c e t e d
responsibilities  of  law
enforcement,  from
routine patrol duties to
emergency  response
a n d  c o m m u n i t y
engagement.
The exam was open to
r e s i d e n t s  o f  E r i e
County  and,  in  some
cases,  to  residents  of
neighboring  counties,
d e p e n d i n g  o n
r e s i d e n c y
requirements  set  for
that  specific  filing
period. The typical age
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r
c a n d i d a t e s  w a s
between  20  and  35
years old at the time of
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appointment,  though
veterans  and  certain
other  groups  often
r e c e i v e d  a g e
adjustments.  For  the
2 0 2 1  c y c l e ,
approximately  2,000
candidates  registered
f o r  t h e  w r i t t e n
e x a m i n a t i o n ,
competing for a limited
number  of  positions
that  would  become
avai lable  over  the
following four years.

Eligibility
Requirem
ents for
the 2021
Exam
Before  diving  into  the
exam  content,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o
understand  who  was
eligible  to  apply.  The

Erie  County  Sheriff
Exam  2021  required
candidates  to  meet
s e v e r a l  b a s e l i n e
qualifications:

Be a United
States citizen.
Possess a valid
New York State
driver's license
at the time of
appointment.
Have graduated
from high school
or obtained a
GED equivalent.
Meet the
minimum and
maximum age
limits as
specified in the
job
announcement.
Pass a thorough
background
investigation,
including
criminal history
check.
Be a resident of
Erie County for at
least one month
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immediately
preceding the
filing deadline.

Candidates  were  also
required to pay a non-
refundable  application
fee,  typically  between
$25  and  $50,  unless
they qualified for  a  fee
w a i v e r  b a s e d  o n
economic  hardship.
The application window
for the 2021 exam was
open for approximately
four  weeks,  giving
candidates ample time
to  gather  required
documentation  and
submit  their  materials
online or via mail.

EXAM STRUCTURE
AND CONTENT
AREAS

The Erie County Sheriff
Exam  2021  consisted
of multiple components
designed  to  evaluate
different  facets  of  a
candidate's  suitability.
The primary focus was

on the written multiple-
c h o i c e  t e s t ,  b u t
candidates also had to
complete  physical
agility  assessments
and,  for  those  who
passed  these  stages,
an  oral  interview  and
p s y c h o l o g i c a l
evaluation.

Written
Examinati
on
The written portion  of
the  Erie  County  Sheriff
E x a m  2 0 2 1  w a s  a
comprehensive  test
lasting  approximately
three to four hours.  It
w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o
several key sections:

Reading1.
Comprehension
: Candidates
were presented
with law
enforcement-
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related
passages, such
as penal law
excerpts,
incident reports,
or procedural
manuals.
Questions tested
the ability to
identify main
ideas, draw
inferences, and
understand
technical
terminology.
Written2.
Expression:
This section
evaluated
grammar,
spelling,
punctuation, and
the ability to
construct clear
and coherent
sentences.
Candidates
might be asked
to identify errors
in police reports
or choose the
best way to

phrase a
statement.
Inductive and3.
Deductive
Reasoning:
These questions
assessed logical
thinking. For
example,
candidates might
be given a set of
facts about a
hypothetical
crime scene and
asked to
determine the
most likely
sequence of
events or identify
inconsistencies
in witness
statements.
Memory and4.
Observation:
One unique
aspect of the
2021 exam was
the inclusion of a
video-based
memory test.
Candidates
watched a short
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scenario and
then answered
questions about
specific details,
such as suspect
descriptions,
vehicle license
plates, or room
layouts.
Situational5.
Judgment: This
section
presented
realistic
workplace
scenarios, such
as handling a
domestic
dispute,
responding to a
traffic stop with a
combative driver,
or interacting
with a mentally
distressed
individual.
Candidates
selected the best
course of action
from a set of
options, testing
their

understanding of
de-escalation
techniques, legal
protocols, and
departmental
policies.

Physical
Agility
Test
Passing  the  written
exam was only the first
step.  The  Erie  County
Sheriff Exam 2021 also
required candidates to
pass a physical  agility
test, commonly known
as  the  PAT.  This  test
w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o
simulate  the  physical
demands of a deputy's
da i l y  du t i e s .  The
components  typically
included:

A 300-meter run
to simulate a foot
chase.
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A dummy drag,
where
candidates
dragged a 165-
pound dummy a
distance of 32
feet to simulate
pulling an injured
person to safety.
A chain-link
fence climb and
a solid wall climb
to simulate
obstacle
negotiation.
A trigger pull test
using a hand
dynamometer to
measure grip
strength.
A vehicle
extraction
component,
where
candidates
removed a
simulated driver
from a vehicle.

Candidates  had  to
complete  the  course
within  a  specific  time
limit,  which  varied  by

age and gender group.
For 2021, the standard
time  for  the  obstacle
course was 2 minutes
and  30  seconds  for
most  cand idates .
Failing to complete the
PAT  meant  immediate
disqualification  from
further  consideration,
regardless  of  written
exam  scores.

PREPARATION
STRATEGIES FOR
THE EXAM

Success  on  the  Erie
County  Sheriff  Exam
2 0 2 1  r e q u i r e d
d e l i b e r a t e  a n d
structured preparation.
C a n d i d a t e s  w h o
invested  time  in  both
cognitive  and physical
t r a i n i n g  h a d  a
significantly  higher
success rate. Based on
f e e d b a c k  f r o m
candidates  who  took
t h e  2 0 2 1  e x a m ,
several  strategies
e m e r g e d  a s
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particularly effective.

Study
Resource
s and
Materials
T h e  E r i e  C o u n t y
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Personnel  provided  a
study  guide  for  the
written  exam,  which
i n c l u d e d  s a m p l e
questions  and  test-
taking tips. This guide
was  ava i l ab le  fo r
download  from  the
county's  official
website.  Additionally,
many candidates used
third-party  preparation
b o o k s  d e s i g n e d
specifically  for  New
York  State  sheriff  and
police  officer  exams.
These books offered in-
depth  explanations  of
question  types  and

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r
managing  time  during
the test.
Online  practice  tests
were  also  valuable.
P l a t f o r m s  l i k e
Pol iceTestPrep.com
a n d
CivilServiceSuccess.co
m  offered  simulated
exams  that  mirrored
the format of the Erie
County  Sheriff  Exam
2021.  Taking  these
practice  tests  under
t imed  cond i t i ons
helped  candidates
bui ld  stamina  and
identify  areas  where
t h e y  n e e d e d
improvement.  For  the
m e m o r y  a n d
observation  section,
candidates  practiced
by  watching  short  film
clips and writing down
every detail they could
recall,  then  checking
their  accuracy.
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Physical
Training

Regimen
Preparation  for  the
physical  agility  test
began at least eight to
twelve  weeks  before
the exam date. A well-
r ounded  t ra in ing
program  inc luded
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r
conditioning,  such  as
running  or  interval
s p r i n t s ,  t o  b u i l d
endurance for the 300-
meter  run  and  the
obs tac l e  cou r se .
St rength  t ra in ing
focused  on  compound
m o v e m e n t s  l i k e
deadlifts,  squats,  and
pull-ups  to  build  the
functional  strength
needed for the dummy
drag and fence climbs.
Many  candidates  also
practiced  the  specific

components of the PAT
by  attending  prep
sessions  offered  by
l o c a l  g y m s  o r
community  centers.
Some  sheriff's  offices,
including  Erie  County,
occasionally  hosted
physical  fitness
w o r k s h o p s  f o r
registered  candidates.
T h e s e  s e s s i o n s
provided  hands-on
experience  with  the
actual equipment used
in the test, such as the
165-pound dummy and
the  chain-link  fence.
Knowing  how  to  pace
oneself  through  the
course  was  just  as
impor tan t  as  r aw
strength  or  speed.

AFTER THE EXAM:
THE SELECTION
PROCESS

C a n d i d a t e s  w h o
successfully  passed
both the written exam
and the physical agility
test were placed on an
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eligible list,  ranked by
their combined scores.
The Erie County Sheriff
Exam 2021 eligible list
was  established  in
e a r l y  2 0 2 2  a n d
remained  active  for
four years. During this
period,  the  Sheriff's
Office  filled  vacancies
b y  c a n v a s s i n g
candidates  from  the
list  in  order  of  rank.
Being  on  the  list  did
not  guarantee  a  job
offer,  but  it  was  a
critical  step  forward.
Candidates  near  the
top  of  the  l ist  were
invited to participate in
subsequent  phases  of
the  selection  process,
which included:

Oral Board
Interview: A
panel of law
enforcement
professionals
evaluated each
candidate's
communication

skills, decision-
making ability,
and motivation
for joining the
Sheriff's Office.
Psychological
Evaluation: A
licensed
psychologist
administered a
series of tests
and conducted
an interview to
assess the
candidate's
emotional
stability and
suitability for
high-stress work.
Medical
Examination:
Candidates
underwent a
comprehensive
medical exam,
including vision
and hearing
tests, to ensure
they met the
physical
standards
required for
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deputy sheriffs.
Background
Investigation: A
detailed review
of the
candidate's
personal history,
including
criminal record,
financial history,
employment
history, and
references, was
conducted.
Drug
Screening:
Urine and hair
follicle tests were
used to detect
illegal substance
use.

Only after successfully
completing all of these
stages was a candidate
offered  a  conditional
appointment  to  the
Erie  County  Sheriff's
Office  training
academy,  where  they
would  undergo  24
weeks  of  intensive
instruction  in  criminal

law,  firearms,
defensive  tact ics,
emergency  vehicle
o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d
community policing.

LESSONS FROM
THE 2021 EXAM
FOR FUTURE
APPLICANTS

While  the  Erie  County
Sheriff  Exam  2021  is
now  behind  us,  i ts
legacy  continues  to
influence  how
candidates prepare for
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
careers  in  the  region.
Several key takeaways
from that cycle remain
relevant  for  anyone
planning  to  take  a
similar  exam  in  the
future:
S t a r t  e a r l y .
Candidates who began
their preparation three
to  six  months  before
t h e  e x a m  d a t e
performed  noticeably
better than those who
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crammed  in  the  final
weeks. The breadth of
material covered in the
written  exam and  the
physical  demands  of
the PAT simply cannot
be mastered overnight.
S i m u l a t e  r e a l
conditions.  Taking
practice  exams  in  a
quiet  room  at  home
does not fully replicate
the  pressure  of  test
day.  Candidates  who
pract iced  in  noisy
environments,  with
strict  time  limits,  and
with the same physical
exertion as the actual
PAT  reported  feeling
more  confident  and
less anxious when the
real test arrived.
Seek guidance from
t h o s e  w h o
succeeded.  Online
forums,  social  media
groups ,  and  loca l
networking  events
a l l o w e d  p a s t
candidates  to  share
their  experiences  with

the  Erie  County  Sheriff
Exam  2021.  Learning
from  their  mistakes
and successes, such as
which  study resources
were  most  helpful  or
how to avoid common
pitfal ls  on  the  oral
b o a r d ,  g a v e  n e w
applicants  a  distinct
advantage.
Stay  resilient.  Not
every candidate passes
on  the  first  attempt.
Many current deputies
at  the  Er ie  County
Sheriff's Office took the
exam  two  or  even
three  times  before
earning a spot on the
e l i g i b l e  l i s t .
Persistence,  combined
w i th  hones t  se l f -
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
targeted improvement,
often leads to eventual
success.

CONCLUSION

The Erie County Sheriff
Exam 2021 challenged
hundreds of candidates
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and ultimately selected
the next generation of
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
officers  for  one  of  New
York's  most  respected
sheriff's  offices.
Understanding  the
structure, content, and
preparation  strategies
associated  with  this
exam is  not  merely  a
matter  of  historical
c u r i o s i t y ;  i t  i s  a
practical  guide  for
anyone  aspiring  to
wear the badge in Erie
County.  The  exam
tested  more  than  just
knowledge;  it  tested
character,  physical
fitness,  and  the  ability

t o  m a k e  s o u n d
d e c i s i o n s  u n d e r
pressure.  For  those
willing  to  put  in  the
work, the rewards of a
career  with  the  Erie
County  Sheriff's  Office
are  substant ia l :  a
chance  to  serve  the
community, protect the
vulnerable, and uphold
the law with integrity.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
preparing for the next
available  examination
or  simply  exploring
your  opt ions ,  the
lessons  of  the  2021
cycle  provide  a  solid
foundation upon which
to build your success.


