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INTRODUCTION:
WHY YOU SHOULD
READ RED HOOD
AND THE
OUTLAWS

If you are a fan of
gritty, character-driven
superhero stories that
blend high-octane
action with deep
emotional stakes, then
you absolutely need to
read Red Hood And
The Outlaws. This
comic series, originally
launched by DC Comics
as part of The New 52
reboot, takes the
Batman mythos in a
bold new direction by
focusing on one of

Gotham's most
complex antiheroes:
Jason Todd, the former
Robin who was killed
by the Joker and later
resurrected. But the
series isn't just about
Jason—it teams him up
with two equally
compelling outcasts:
the intergalactic
assassin Artemis of
Bana-Mighdall and the
sociopathic speedster
Roy Harper, formerly
known as Arsenal.
Together, they form an
unlikely family of
misfits who operate
outside the law while
trying to find
redemption. The
keyword "Read Red
Hood And The Outlaws"


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

points directly to this
thrilling saga, and in
this article, we will
explore why this series
deserves a spot on
your must-read list, its

major story arcs,
character

development, and
what makes it a

standout in modern
comics.

THE PREMISE: A
TEAM OF
OUTCASTS

The central concept
behind Red Hood and
the Outlaws is simple
yet powerful: three of
DC's most damaged
heroes form a rogue
vigilante team. They
are not sanctioned by
Batman, the Justice
League, or any
government agency.
They answer only to
their own twisted moral

operates with a brutal
efficiency that often
puts him at odds with
his former mentor. Roy
Harper, fresh off his
own struggles with
addiction and lost
identity, provides both
comic relief and
tactical expertise.
Artemis, an Amazon
warrior who was exiled
from Themyscira,
brings a mythological
dimension and a fierce
sense of honor.
Together, they take on
missions that range
from stopping
international crime
syndicates to dealing
with cosmic threats.
The dynamic among
the three is the heart
of the series—they
bicker, betray each
other, and ultimately
sacrifice for one
another in ways that

codes. Jason Todd, as (€€l earned and
the Red Hood, uses human.

lethal force and
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Jason
Todd: The
Broken
Robin

To truly appreciate why
you should read Red
Hood And The Outlaws,
you need to
understand Jason
Todd's backstory. Jason
was the second Robin,
a street kid taken in by
Batman after Bruce
Wayne caught him
stealing the tires off
the Batmobile. Unlike
the optimistic Dick
Grayson, Jason was
angry and impulsive.
His story took a dark
turn when the Joker
brutally murdered him
in the infamous "A
Death in the Family"
storyline. Years later,
Jason was resurrected

by the reality-altering
effects of the
Superman: Red Son
event (via a Lazarus
Pit), and he returned to
Gotham with a
vendetta. As the Red
Hood, he became a
symbol of Batman's
failure—a vigilante who
believed that killing
criminals was the only
way to truly stop them.
The series explores his
struggle to find a new
purpose, moving
beyond vengeance
toward a more
complicated sense of
justice. Writers like
Scott Lobdell (the
original New 52 run)
and later teams (in
Rebirth) have given
Jason a nuanced voice,
making him one of the
most fascinating
characters in DC
Comics.



Roy

Harpe

From

who both love and
irritate each other. The
series gives Roy a

Fhance to shine as a
n

leader and a hero,
proving that even
someone with a

. » checkered past can
Sldeklﬁkem themselves.

to Qutlaw

Roy Harper, once the
teen sidekick Speedy
to Green Arrow, is a
character who has
faced addiction,
betrayal, and the loss
of his arm (in a
previous continuity). In
the Outlaws, Roy is
portrayed as a brilliant
engineer and crack
shot who struggles to
find stability. His best
friend Roy is often the
team's moral
compass—when he's
not making terrible
decisions. His
chemistry with Jason is
reminiscent of brothers

When you read Red
Hood And The Outlaws,
you watch Roy evolve
from a self-destructive
mess into a reliable
partner, and that arc is
deeply satisfying.

Artemis:
The
Amazon
Warrior

Artemis of Bana-
Mighdall is a lesser-
known Wonder Woman
ally who was
introduced as a
replacement for Diana
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when she lost her title.

She is proud,
aggressive, and
fiercely loyal. Her
presence in the

Outlaws adds a layer of
mythological lore and
raw power. Originally,
in the New 52 run,
Artemis was depicted
as a cynical warrior
who had been
betrayed by her own
people, but over time
she develops a
grudging respect for
Jason and Roy. The
Rebirth Era (starting in
2016) redefines her as
a refugee from a
shattered dimension,
making her quest for a
home even more
poignant. Her
relationship with Jason
is particularly
compelling—they share
a deep, unspoken bond
that sometimes hints
at romance but always
remains grounded in
mutual respect.

Artemis gives the team
a dose of ancient
wisdom and brutal
combat skills, and she
often serves as the
voice of reason when
Jason's anger flares.

MAJOR STORY
ARCS WORTH
EXPLORING

The series is divided
into several runs, each
with its own flavor. To
help you decide where
to start, here are the
key storylines you
should know about
when you decide to
read Red Hood And
The Outlaws.

The New
52 Run
(2011-20



15)

Written by Scott
Lobdell with art by
Kenneth Rocafort and
others, this initial run
introduced the new
status quo. The story
begins with Jason Todd
operating solo as a
crime lord in Gotham,
but he quickly recruits
Roy and Artemis to
help him take down a
global conspiracy
called "Project
Proactive". Highlights
include the team
fighting against the
Joker's daughter Duela
Dent, the villain Ra's al
Ghul, and dealing with
the emotional fallout of
Jason's past with
Batman. The New 52
run is often criticized
for its inconsistent
characterization,
especially the hyper-
sexualized portrayal of
Artemis, but it has its

passionate defenders.
The action is fast-
paced, and the banter
between the three
leads is a joy to read. If
you are a completist,
start here.

The
Rebirth
Run
(2016-20
20)

When DC Rebirth
launched, the series
was relaunched as Red
Hood and the Outlaws
(volume 2) with a new
creative team: Scott
Lobdell returned as
writer, but artist Dexter
Soy brought a darker,
more expressive style.
This run is widely
regarded as the
definitive take on the
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team. It retcons some
of the New 52's more
controversial elements
and deepens the
emotional core. The
first arg, "Dark
Trinity", sees the
team formed when
Jason is offered a
chance to work for a
shadowy organization
called LexCorp (run by
Lex Luthor in his
"good" phase). They
are sent to retrieve an
artifact, but quickly go
rogue. The second
major arc, "Who is
Artemis?", explores
her origins and
introduces a new
villain: the Bana-
Mighdall tribe. The
Rebirth run also
features a heart-
wrenching storyline
where Roy Harper is
killed off (later
revived), testing the
bonds of the team. The
art by Soy and later by
Paolo Pantalena is

stunning, with a gritty,
painted look that
matches the tone.

Red
Hood:
Outlaw
(2020-20
21)

After the events of
"City of Bane" and
Batman's victory, Jason
Todd was banished
from Gotham. The
series was retitled Red
Hood: Outlaw and
saw Jason operating
alone or with a new
team (including his old
mentor, the new
character "Ugly"). This
run is shorter but
features some of the
most mature
storytelling, dealing
with Jason's mental



health and his
relationship with the
new Batman (who is
actually the psychotic
Clownhunter?). It's
worth reading if you
want to see the
character evolve, but
the lack of the original
Outlaw team means it
loses some charm.

THEMES:
REDEMPTION,
FAMILY, AND
MORALITY

At its core, Red Hood
and the Outlaws is
about redemption.
Every member of the
team has done terrible
things. Jason has
murdered criminals,
Roy has betrayed
friends while in the grip
of addiction, and
Artemis has killed
innocents under
orders. But the series
doesn't preach; it
shows these characters
trying to be better

while making mistakes.
The theme of found
family is equally
strong. They are
outcasts who have
been rejected by their
respective
families—Bruce Wayne,
Oliver Queen, and the
Amazons—so they
forge their own. They
live together in a
safehouse, tease each
other about their love
lives, and argue over
who left the dishes in
the sink. That
domesticity makes the
action scenes more
impactful because we
care about these
people.

ART AND VISUAL
STORYTELLING

When you read Red
Hood And The Outlaws,
you are treated to a
visual feast. Artists like
Kenneth Rocafort (New
52) brought a sleek,
sci-fi aesthetic with
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dramatic panel layouts
and neon colors.
Dexter Soy (Rebirth)
used a more textured,
impressionistic style
that suits the
emotional depth of the
story. The action
sequences are
choreographed with
brutal clarity—Jason's
acrobatics, Roy's trick
arrows, and Artemis's
swordplay all have
distinct styles. The
covers are often iconic,
with the three heroes
standing back-to-back,
guns and bow ready.
The art helps sell the
tone: this is a world
where hope and
violence coexist. It is
not as grim as The
Punisher, but it is far
more grounded than
the average super-
team book.

HOW TO START
READING

With multiple volumes

and trade paperbacks,
you might be unsure
where to begin. Here is
a simple guide:

e For new
readers: Start
with the Rebirth
era. Pick up Red
Hood and the
Outlaws
(Rebirth)
Volume 1: Dark
Trinity. It's
accessible, well-
written, and sets
up the
characters
without requiring
deep DC
knowledge.

e For
completionists:
Begin with the
New 52 Volume
1: Red Hood and
the Outlaws
(entitled
"Redemption").
Be aware of the
tone shift.

e If you love
Jason Todd:



Read the tie-ins
to Batman
events,
especially "Death
of the Family"
and "Batman:
Under the Red
Hood" (the
graphic novel
that defined
Jason's origin).
Then dive into
the Outlaws
series.

* For digital
readers: All
these are
available on DC
Universe Infinite
or comiXology.
Many libraries
also carry the
trade
paperbacks.

WHY THIS SERIES
STANDS OUT IN
DC'S LINEUP

DC Comics often
struggles to make non-
Batman family
characters matter, but

Red Hood and the
Outlaws has carved out
a loyal fanbase. It
offers a different
perspective on the
superhero genre—one
that embraces violence
and moral gray areas
without being nihilistic.
The series also
succeeds because it
treats its characters
with respect. Jason
Todd is not just an
angry Robin—he is a
man trying to find his
place in a world that
killed him and
resurrected him. Roy
Harper is not just a
joke—he is a genius
who uses his
intelligence to save
lives. Artemis is not
just a Wonder Woman
clone—she is a warrior
struggling with her own
identity. The interplay
between them makes
you laugh, cry, and fist-
pump. If you have ever
felt like an outsider,
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these characters will
speak to you. That is
why we say: go read
Red Hood And The
Outlaws today.

CONCLUSION

To sum it up, if you are
looking for a superhero
comic that is action-
packed, emotionally
resonant, and unafraid
to tackle dark themes,
then you should
definitely read Red
Hood And The Outlaws.
The series has been
through multiple
incarnations—from its
controversial New 52

beginning to its
beloved Rebirth
run—but its core
message remains:

11

even broken people
can build a family.
Jason Todd, Roy
Harper, and Artemis
are not perfect heroes,
and that is what makes
them perfect for
readers who want
something more than
capes and tights.
Whether you are a
longtime DC fan or a
newcomer curious
about the Bat family's
black sheep, this series
offers a thrilling ride.
So pick up a trade
paperback, subscribe
to a digital service, or
borrow it from a friend.
Do yourself a favor and
read Red Hood And
The Outlaws. You will
not regret it.



