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INTRODUCTION OF HAMLET BY WILLIAM
SHAKESPEARE: A TIMELESS MASTERPIECE OF
REVENGE AND HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY

When we speak of the pillars of Western literature, few works
stand  as  tall  or  cast  as  long  a  shadow  as  Hamlet.  The
Introduction  Of  Hamlet  By  William  Shakespeare  is  not
merely the beginning of a play; it is the unveiling of a world that
has captivated readers,  audiences,  and scholars for  over four
centuries. Written around the turn of the 17th century, Hamlet is
often  regarded  as  Shakespeare's  greatest  achievement—a
profound exploration of grief, revenge, madness, and the very
nature  of  human  existence.  This  art icle  serves  as  a
comprehensive  guide  to  understanding  the  play,  offering  an
introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare that covers
its historical roots, plot, characters, themes, and enduring legacy.
Whether  you  are  a  student  encountering  the  play  for  the  first
time or a seasoned reader returning to Elsinore, this deep dive
will illuminate the brilliance of one of literature's most complex
tragedies.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: THE WORLD THAT SHAPED
HAMLET

To fully appreciate any introduction of Hamlet by William
Shakespeare, it is essential to understand the world in which
the play was born. Shakespeare wrote Hamlet between 1599 and
1601, during the final years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I. This
was  a  period  of  immense  intellectual  and  artistic  ferment  in
England, often called the Elizabethan or English Renaissance. The
era was marked by a renewed interest in classical learning, a
flourishing  of  the  arts,  and  deep  political  and  religious
uncertainties.
The immediate source for Hamlet was a lost play known today as
the Ur-Hamlet,  which  itself  drew upon a  12th-century  Danish
legend recorded by Saxo Grammaticus in his Gesta Danorum.
Shakespeare, however,  transformed this rather straightforward
tale  of  revenge into  a  sophisticated  psychological  drama.  He
infused the  story  with  the  philosophical  currents  of  his  time,
including Renaissance humanism, which emphasized individual
consciousness  and  reason,  and  the  Protestant  Reformation's
focus on inner spiritual struggle.
The Elizabethan audience was also deeply familiar with the idea
of the "revenge tragedy," a popular genre that featured ghosts,
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vengeance, madness, and bloody conclusions. Shakespeare took
these  conventions  and  turned  them  inside  out,  creating  a
protagonist who is acutely aware of the moral and philosophical
implications  of  his  actions.  The  introduction of  Hamlet  by
William Shakespeare  thus marks a revolutionary moment in
dramatic history—a shift from external action to internal conflict.

The Political Climate of
Elsinore and Elizabethan
England
The  play's  setting  in  the  Danish  court  of  Elsinore  was  not
accidental.  Denmark  was  known  to  English  audiences  as  a
Protestant ally,  yet the court Shakespeare depicts is  rife with
corruption,  espionage,  and  moral  decay.  This  mirrors  the
anxieties of Elizabethan England, where the aging queen had no
direct  heir,  and  fears  of  political  instability  and  foreign
interference were widespread. The theme of a poisoned state—a
kingdom  suffering  from  a  hidden  rot—resonated  deeply  with
contemporary  audiences.  Understanding  this  context  enriches
any introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare, as it
reveals how the play speaks to universal anxieties about power,
legitimacy, and justice.

A CONCISE PLOT OVERVIEW: THE TRAGEDY UNFOLDS

While a full introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare

requires reading the play itself, a summary of the plot provides a
necessary foundation. The story begins with a chilling sight on
the  battlements  of  Elsinore  Castle:  the  ghost  of  the  recently
deceased King  Hamlet  appears  to  guards  and to  the  scholar
Horatio.  They decide to inform Prince Hamlet,  who is  already
grieving his father's sudden death and deeply troubled by his
mother Gertrude's hasty marriage to his uncle, Claudius.
The ghost  reveals  a  dreadful  secret:  Claudius  murdered King
Hamlet by pouring poison into his ear while he slept. The ghost
commands his son to avenge the murder but warns him not to
harm Gertrude. This revelation sets in motion a chain of events
that will destroy nearly everyone in the royal family.
Hamlet, however, does not rush to action. Instead, he plunges
into a crisis of doubt and contemplation. He feigns madness to
mask his intentions and to gather evidence against Claudius. His
erratic behavior confuses those around him, especially Ophelia,
the daughter of the pompous courtier Polonius. To test Claudius's
guilt, Hamlet arranges for a troupe of traveling actors to perform
a play that reenacts the murder as described by the ghost. When
Claudius storms out in fury, Hamlet has his proof.
Yet  still,  he  hesitates.  In  a  pivotal  scene,  he  finds  Claudius
praying alone but refrains from killing him, fearing that death
during prayer would send his uncle's soul to heaven. This delay
proves  catastrophic.  Hamlet  mistakenly  kills  Polonius,  who  is
spying behind a curtain, believing him to be Claudius. This act
sets  off  a  chain  of  revenge:  Ophelia  descends  into  genuine
madness and drowns, her brother Laertes returns from France
seeking vengeance, and Claudius plots with Laertes to murder



Introduction Of Hamlet By William Shakespeare 3

3

Hamlet in a rigged fencing match.
The play culminates in a devastating finale. Gertrude drinks from
a poisoned cup meant for Hamlet. Laertes wounds Hamlet with a
poisoned rapier but is himself wounded by the same weapon. In
his  final  moments,  Hamlet  kills  Claudius,  forcing  the  poisoned
wine down his throat. Almost all the principal characters lie dead,
leaving Fortinbras, the Prince of Norway, to claim the throne and
order a soldier's burial for Hamlet. This tragic arc is the heart of
any introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare.

MAJOR CHARACTERS IN HAMLET

A  meaningful  introduction  of  Hamlet  by  William
Shakespeare must pay close attention to its characters, who are
among  the  most  richly  drawn  in  all  of  literature.  Each  figure
serves  a  distinct  dramatic  and  thematic  purpose.

Prince Hamlet: The
Melancholy Dane
Hamlet is arguably the most complex character ever created for
the  stage.  He  is  a  prince,  a  scholar,  a  son,  a  lover,  and  a
philosopher, yet he is also paralyzed by introspection. His famous
soliloquies—"To be or not to be," "O, what a rogue and peasant
slave am I,"  and "How all  occasions do inform against  me"—
reveal a mind in constant turmoil. He is witty, intelligent, and
deeply  sensitive,  but  also  cruel,  misogynistic,  and capable  of
shocking brutality.  Critics  have debated for  centuries whether

Hamlet  is  a  tragic  hero  undone  by  his  own  flaws  or  a  victim  of
circumstances beyond his control. The introduction of Hamlet
by William Shakespeare presents a character who is both the
avenger and the victim, the agent of justice and its most tragic
casualty.

King Claudius: The
Machiavellian Villain
Claudius is far more than a conventional stage villain. He is a
shrewd and capable ruler, skilled in manipulation and statecraft.
His  opening speech to the court  is  a  masterpiece of  political
rhetoric,  simultaneously acknowledging grief  and justifying his
marriage to Gertrude. Yet his guilt is genuine, as revealed in his
anguished  soliloquy  in  Act  III,  where  he  tries  to  pray  for
forgiveness while acknowledging that he cannot give up the fruits
of his crime. Claudius embodies the theme of corruption at the
heart of power.

Gertrude: The Ambiguous
Queen
Gertrude  is  one  of  the  most  debated  female  characters  in
Shakespeare. Is she complicit in her husband's murder, or merely
weak and willfully blind? The text leaves room for interpretation.
She loves Hamlet deeply but seems unable to understand his



4

4 Introduction Of Hamlet By William Shakespeare 2024-08-07

torment. Her death, drinking from the poisoned cup either by
accident or in a deliberate act to save her son, is one of the play's
most  poignant  moments.  The  introduction  of  Hamlet  by
William Shakespeare  often grapples with Gertrude's role, as
she  embodies  the  themes  of  sexuality,  loyalty,  and  moral
blindness.

Ophelia: The Innocent
Destroyed
Ophelia  is  perhaps  the  most  tragic  figure  in  the  play.  A  young
woman  caught  between  the  conflicting  demands  of  her  father,
her brother, and her lover, she has little agency of her own. When
Hamlet rejects her and kills  her father,  she loses her grip on
sanity. Her descent into madness, marked by the distribution of
flowers and fragments of songs, is heartbreakingly rendered. Her
death  by  drowning,  whether  suicide  or  accident,  remains
ambiguous.  Ophelia  represents  innocence  crushed  by  the
corruption  around  her.

Polonius, Laertes, and
Horatio
Polonius is the long-winded, meddlesome advisor whose spying
leads directly to his death. Laertes serves as a foil to Hamlet—a
son who acts swiftly and passionately to avenge his father, in

stark contrast to Hamlet's delay. Horatio is Hamlet's loyal friend
and confidant, the steady presence who survives to tell the story.
The  introduction  of  Hamlet  by  William  Shakespeare  is
incomplete  without  acknowledging  how  these  supporting
characters illuminate different aspects of the central protagonist.

CORE THEMES IN HAMLET

Any serious introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare
must explore the play's thematic richness. Shakespeare weaves
multiple,  interlocking  themes  that  give  the  play  its  enduring
power.

Revenge and Justice
On  the  surface,  Hamlet  is  a  revenge  tragedy.  The  ghost
commands vengeance, and the entire plot moves toward that
end. Yet Shakespeare questions the very morality of revenge.
Hamlet's delay forces the audience to consider whether personal
vengeance is  ever  truly  just,  especially  when it  leads  to  the
destruction of the innocent. The play suggests that revenge is a
poison that corrupts everyone it touches.

Madness: Real and Feigned
Hamlet assumes an "antic disposition"—a deliberate madness—to
confuse his  enemies  and buy time.  But  his  feigned madness
borders  on  the  real,  and  the  line  between  performance  and
reality  becomes  increasingly  blurred.  Ophelia's  madness,  by
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contrast, is tragically genuine. The play asks profound questions
about  sanity,  grief,  and  the  masks  we  wear  in  society.  The
introduction  of  Hamlet  by  William  Shakespeare  often
highlights this theme as central to the play's psychological depth.

Mortality and the Meaning
of Life
From the opening scene on the battlements to the graveyard
where  Hamlet  holds  Yorick's  skull,  death  pervades  the  play.
Hamlet's soliloquies wrestle with the fear of what comes after
death and the question of whether existence itself is worth the
pain. "To be or not to be" is the ultimate existential question. The
play  offers  no  easy  answers,  but  it  forces  us  to  confront  the
fragility  and  brevity  of  life.

Appearance versus Reality
Elsinore is a world of spies, secrets, and deception. Characters
constantly hide their true intentions: Claudius appears a loving
king but  is  a  murderer;  Hamlet  appears  mad but  is  plotting;
Polonius appears wise but is foolish. The play suggests that truth
is elusive and that the world is a stage where everyone performs.
This theme is crucial to any introduction of Hamlet by William
Shakespeare.

LITERARY AND DRAMATIC TECHNIQUES

Shakespeare's  artistry  in  Hamlet  is  unmatched.  An  effective
introduction of Hamlet by William Shakespeare should note
some of the key techniques that make the play so powerful.

The Soliloquies
Hamlet's soliloquies are the play's most famous feature. They
give  the  audience  direct  access  to  the  prince's  innermost
thoughts,  creating  an  intimacy  that  is  rare  in  drama.  These
speeches are not mere exposition; they are dramatic events in
themselves, full of rhetorical brilliance, emotional intensity, and
philosophical depth.

Dramatic Irony and the
Play-within-a-Play
Shakespeare masterfully uses dramatic irony. We know Claudius
is  guilty  long  before  Hamlet  confirms  it.  The  "Mousetrap,"  the
play within the play, is a brilliant dramatic device that serves
multiple purposes: it tests Claudius's guilt, advances the plot, and
comments on the nature of theater itself. The introduction of
Hamlet by William Shakespeare should always highlight this
metatheatrical element.
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Language and Imagery The  language  of  Hamlet  is  extraordinarily  rich.  Shakespeare
employs a wide range of imagery—disease,


