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MASTERING
DOUBLE DIGIT
SUBTRACTION
WITHOUT
REGROUPING: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE FOR
EDUCATORS AND
PARENTS

S u b t r a c t i o n  i s  a
foundational math skill
that  every  child  must
master  to  succeed  in
m o r e  a d v a n c e d
arithmetic.  Among the

key milestones in early
elementary  math  is
learning  to  subtract
two-digit numbers. For
many  students,  the
concept  of  double
digit  subtraction
without  regrouping
worksheets  provides
a  gentle  yet  effective
introduction  to  this
essential  operation.
Unlike subtraction with
b o r r o w i n g  o r
r e g r o u p i n g ,  t h i s
simpler  form  allows
learners  to  focus  on
p l a c e  v a l u e
comprehension  and
procedural  fluency

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Double Digit Subtraction Without
Regrouping Worksheets

2023-05-17

without  the  added
c o m p l e x i t y  o f
exchanging  tens  and
ones.
In  this  article,  we will
explore the importance
o f  d o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
regrouping, how to use
worksheets  effectively,
the types of  problems
you  can  expect,  and
prac t i ca l  t i ps  f o r
teaching  this  skil l .
Whether  you  are  a
classroom  teacher,  a
homeschooling  parent,
or a tutor, you will  find
actionable  insights  to
help  your  students
build  confidence  and
accuracy.

WHAT IS DOUBLE
DIGIT
SUBTRACTION
WITHOUT
REGROUPING?

D o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
regrouping  means

subtracting a two-digit
number  from  another
two-d ig i t  number
where each digit in the
s u b t r a h e n d  ( t h e
n u m b e r  b e i n g
subtracted) is less than
o r  e q u a l  t o  t h e
corresponding  digit  in
the  minuend  ( the
number  from  which
you  subtract) .  For
e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e
problem 67  –  32,  the
ones digit 7 is greater
than  2,  and  the  tens
digit 6 is greater than
3,  so  no  borrowing  is
required.  The  student
simply subtracts in the
ones place and then in
the tens place, writing
the difference directly.
This type of problem is
often introduced in first
or second grade, after
s t u d e n t s  h a v e
mastered  single-digit
subtraction  and  place
v a l u e  u p  t o  9 9 .
Worksheets  that  focus
o n  t h i s  s k i l l  h e l p
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learners  practice  a
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d
p r o c e d u r e  w h i l e
reinforcing the concept
that subtraction can be
performed  column  by
column.

WHY START WITH
SUBTRACTION
WITHOUT
REGROUPING?

Teaching  subtraction
without regrouping first
offers  several
p e d a g o g i c a l
advantages:

Builds
Confidence:
Students
experience
immediate
success because
the process is
predictable and
does not require
extra steps like
borrowing.
Reinforces
Place Value:
Working with

tens and ones
columns helps
children
internalize that
digits have
different values
based on their
position.
Reduces
Cognitive Load:
Without the need
to track
borrowed
numbers,
students can
focus on the
subtraction facts
themselves.
Prepares for
Regrouping:
Once students
are comfortable
with non-
regrouping
problems, they
can more easily
understand why
and when
borrowing
becomes
necessary.

U s i n g  d e d i c a t e d
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d o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
r e g r o u p i n g
worksheets  ensures
tha t  l ea rners  ge t
a m p l e ,  f o c u s e d
practice in a low-stress
environment.

KEY COMPONENTS
OF EFFECTIVE
WORKSHEETS

Not all worksheets are
created  equal.  When
selecting  or  designing
worksheets  for  this
skill,  consider  these
elements:

Clear
Visual
Layout
Each  problem  should
have  a  clearly  defined
tens and ones column.
Many  worksheets  use
vertical  subtraction
problems with boxes or

lined  columns  to  help
students  align  digits
correctly. A neat layout
reduces confusion and
encourages  proper
handwriting.

Gradual
Increase
in
Difficulty
Effective  worksheets
start  with  problems
that have a zero in the
ones  p lace  o f  the
subtrahend (e.g.,  45 –
20) and then move to
problems with non-zero
digits  (e.g.,  58  –  23).
Some worksheets  also
include mixed practice
where  the  minuend
and  subtrahend  both
have  random  digits.
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Variety of
Problem

Types
B e s i d e s  v e r t i c a l
s u b t r a c t i o n ,
w o r k s h e e t s  m a y
include  horizontal
p r o b l e m s ,  w o r d
problems,  and  even
m i s s i n g - n u m b e r
puzzles.  This  variety
k e e p s  s t u d e n t s
engaged  and  tests
their  understanding  in
different contexts.

Answer
Keys
For self-checking or for
p a r e n t s / t e a c h e r s ,
a n s w e r  k e y s  a r e
essential.  They  save
t i m e  a n d  a l l o w
students to verify their
work independently.

HOW TO USE
DOUBLE DIGIT
SUBTRACTION
WITHOUT
REGROUPING
WORKSHEETS IN
THE CLASSROOM

Introduce
the
Concept
with
Manipulat
ives First
Before giving students
a worksheet, use base-
ten  blocks  or  place
value  disks  to  model
the process. Show how
6 7  –  3 2  m e a n s
removing 2 ones from
7 ones and 3 tens from
6  tens.  Let  students
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practice  physically
moving  blocks  before
moving  to  abstract
numbers.

Model the
Written
Process
O n  t h e  b o a r d ,
demonstrate  how  to
wr i te  the  problem
vertically, aligning tens
and  ones.  Emphasize
starting with the ones
column:  “7  minus  2
equals 5. Write 5 in the
ones place. Then move
to the tens column: 6
minus 3 equals 3. Write
3 in the tens place. The
answer is 35.” Repeat
with several examples.

Use

Workshee
ts for
Guided
Practice
G i v e  s t u d e n t s  a
worksheet to complete
as a class or  in small
groups. Walk around to
offer  support  and
correct common errors
such  as  misaligned
columns or subtracting
the  top  number  from
the  bottom  number.
Remind them that  we
always  subtract  the
bottom digit  from the
top digit.

Incorpora
te Timed
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Drills and
Games
Once  students  are
comfortable,  timed
worksheets  can  build
fluency. However, keep
t h e  a t m o s p h e r e
posit ive.  Consider
turning  the  worksheet
into a game: for every
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r ,
students earn points or
stickers.  Pair  work
where  one  student
checks  another ’ s
answers also promotes
collaboration.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO ADDRESS
THEM

E v e n  w i t h  n o n -
regrouping  problems,
s o m e  s t u d e n t s
struggle.  Here  are
frequent  issues  and
solutions:

Misalignment
of Digits:
Provide graph
paper or
worksheets with
pre-drawn
columns. Teach
students to write
one digit per box.
Subtracting
Bottom from
Top
Incorrectly:
Some children
accidentally
subtract the top
number from the
bottom. Use the
phrase “top
minus bottom”
and reinforce
with
manipulatives.
Forgetting to
Subtract Both
Columns: After
subtracting ones,
students may
forget to subtract
tens. Visual cues
like arrows can
help.
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Place Value
Confusion: Re-
teach that the
digit in the tens
place represents
groups of ten.
Use base-ten
language: “6
tens minus 3
tens equals 3
tens.”

BENEFITS OF
REGULAR
PRACTICE WITH
WORKSHEETS

Cons is tent  use  o f
d o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
r e g r o u p i n g
worksheets  yields
multiple  benefits:

Fluency in1.
Basic
Subtraction
Facts: Repeated
practice helps
students recall
single-digit
subtraction facts
automatically.

Improved2.
Number Sense:
Working with
two-digit
numbers
deepens
understanding of
quantity and
magnitude.
Preparation for3.
Multi-Digit
Operations:
Mastery of this
skill paves the
way for
subtraction with
regrouping,
multiplication,
and division.
Independence4.
and Self-
Monitoring:
Worksheets allow
students to work
at their own pace
and check their
answers,
fostering
ownership of
learning.
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SAMPLE
WORKSHEET

VARIATIONS

To keep practice fresh,
incorporate  different
formats:

Vertical
Subtracti
on
Problems
The  most  common
format.  Example:
58
- 23
-----
35

Horizonta
l

Subtracti
on
Problems
Require  students  to
rewrite  vertically  or
solve mentally: 74 – 31
= ____

Fill-in-
the-Blank
Problems
Give  the  answer  and
ask  for  the  missing
digit:  5_  –  32  =  26

Word
Problems
“Maria has 68 stickers.
She  gives  24  stickers
to  her  f r iend.  How
many  stickers  does
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Maria  have left?”  This
connects subtraction to
real life.

Cut-and-
Paste
Activities
F o r  k i n e s t h e t i c
learners,  provide  a
worksheet  where  they
cut  out  numbers  and
glue  them  into  the
c o r r e c t  p l a c e  t o
complete  subtraction
equations.

TIPS FOR
CREATING YOUR
OWN
WORKSHEETS

If you prefer to design
c u s t o m  p r a c t i c e
materials,  keep  these
guidelines in mind:

Use a clear font
like Arial or
Comic Sans at a

size appropriate
for young
children (at least
18pt).
Include a mix of
problems with
and without
zeros to build
flexibility.
Limit the number
of problems per
page to around
10–12 for early
learners to avoid
overwhelm.
Add fun elements
like space
themes, animals,
or sports to make
the worksheet
engaging.
Always include a
space for the
student’s name
and date.

INTEGRATING
TECHNOLOGY AND
WORKSHEETS

W h i l e  p r i n t a b l e
w o r k s h e e t s  a r e
invaluable,  consider
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supplementing  with
online interactive tools.
Many  educat ional
websites  offer  drag-
and-drop  subtraction
activities  that  mimic
worksheet  problems.
Combining  digital  and
print  resources  caters
to  different  learning
s t y l e s  a n d  k e e p s
lessons  dynamic.
However,  research
shows that handwriting
math  problems  helps
with memory retention.
Therefore, even if  you
u s e  t e c h n o l o g y ,
periodic  paper-based
prac t i ce  th rough
d o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
r e g r o u p i n g
worksheets  remains
important.

ASSESSING
PROGRESS

Use  worksheets  as
f o r m a t i v e
assessments.  After  a
few  days  of  practice,

give a short quiz (5–10
problems)  to  see  who
has mastered the skill
a n d  w h o  n e e d s
additional  support.
Track errors to identify
patterns—for  example,
i f  a  s t u d e n t
consistently  makes
mistakes  in  the  ones
column, they may need
more  work  on  basic
subtraction facts.
C e l e b r a t e
improvement! A sticker
c h a r t  o r  s i m p l e
r e c o g n i t i o n  c a n
m o t i v a t e  y o u n g
l e a r n e r s  t o  k e e p
practicing.

CONCLUSION

D o u b l e  d i g i t
subtraction  without
regrouping is a crucial
stepping  stone  in  a
child’s  mathematical
journey. By using well-
designed  worksheets,
educators and parents
c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e
structured,  repetitive
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practice  that  builds
confidence  and
a c c u r a c y .  T h e
simplicity  of  these
p r o b l e m s — n o
borrowing,  no  extra
steps—allows  students
t o  f o c u s  o n
understanding  place
v a l u e  a n d  t h e
subtraction  process
i t s e l f .  W i t h  a
combination  of  hands-
o n  m o d e l s ,  c l e a r
instruction,  and varied
worksheet  activities,

every  student  can
develop  the  sk i l l s
needed to move on to
m o r e  c o m p l e x
s u b t r a c t i o n  w i t h
r e g r o u p i n g .
Remember, the goal is
not just to get the right
a n s w e r  b u t  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
reasoning behind each
step.  Start  with  these
n o n - r e g r o u p i n g
worksheets, and watch
your  students’  math
skills  soar.


