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MASTERING THE
NIKON D50: A
BEGINNER’S GUIDE
TO GETTING GREAT
SHOTS

So ,  you  have  jus t
picked up a Nikon D50,
or  perhaps  you  are
thinking  about  buying
one.  Maybe  a  friend
handed it down, or you
found a great deal at a
local  shop.  Welcome.
You are holding one of
the  most  user-friendly
digital  SLR  cameras
ever made. The Nikon
D  50  For  Dummies
approach  is  exactly
what  th i s  camera
needs.  It  is  simple,

forgiving,  and  perfect
for  learning  the  ropes
of photography without
feeling  overwhelmed.
This guide will walk you
through  everything
from  basic  setup  to
taking sharp, beautiful
photos.  We  will  keep
things practical, so you
can  stop  reading  the
manua l  and  s ta r t
shooting.
The  Nikon  D50  was
designed  for  people
who  wanted  better
photos  than  a  point-
and-shoot  could  offer,
but who didn't want a
c o m p l i c a t e d
professional  camera.
Even  today,  its  6.1-
megapixel  sensor  can
produce  lovely  prints,
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a n d  i t s  i n t u i t i v e
contro ls  make  i t  a
fantastic teaching tool.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
photographing  family
gatherings,  pets,  or
l a n d s c a p e s ,  t h i s
camera  can  deliver
impressive results.  Let
us dive in  and unlock
its  potential,  step  by
step.

WHY THE NIKON
D50 IS PERFECT
FOR BEGINNERS

Before  we  get  into
settings and buttons, it
helps  to  understand
w h y  t h i s  c a m e r a
remains  a  favorite  for
newcomers. The Nikon
D  50  For  Dummies
ph i losophy  works
because  the  camera
itself  was  built  with
simplicity  in  mind.

Lightweig
ht and
Comforta
ble Grip
Unlike  many  modern
DSLRs ,  the  D50  i s
compact  and  light.  It
fits  comfortably  in
smaller hands, and the
grip  is  well-designed.
You can carry it around
your  neck  a l l  day
without  getting  tired.
This makes it an ideal
camera  to  take  on
hikes,  to  the  park,  or
just  around  town.
When  a  camera  feels
good  in  your  hands,
you are more likely to
use it, and that is the
best way to improve.



Nikon D 50 For Dummies 3

3

Simple
Button

Layout
The  controls  on  the
D 5 0  a r e
straightforward.  There
is a mode dial  on top
with clear symbols, and
the  menu  system  is
c lean  and  easy  to
navigate.  You  do  not
n e e d  a  d e g r e e  i n
engineering to change
the  ISO  or  adjust  the
w h i t e  b a l a n c e .
Everything  is  labeled
logically. This simplicity
reduces  the  learning
curve  significantly,
allowing  you  to  focus
on  composition  and
creativity  rather  than
fighting the camera.

Great
Image
Quality
for Its
Class
With  6.1  megapixels,
the D50 produces high-
quality images that are
sharp  and  colorful,
especially in good light.
Nikon  engineered  the
sensor to handle noise
well  for  its  time,  so
even  ISO  800  images
can  be  usable.  The
camera  a l so  uses
Nikon's 3D Color Matrix
M e t e r i n g ,  w h i c h
intelligently  reads  the
scene to help you get
accurate  exposures.
For  prints  up  to  8x10
inches, the results are
excellent.
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GETTING STARTED:
FIRST STEPS WITH
YOUR NIKON D50

When  you  first  unbox
the camera or  take it
out  of  the  bag,  there
are  a  few  things  you
need to do before you
can  start  shooting.
Follow this checklist to
get  up  and  running
quickly.

Charge
the
Battery
and
Insert a
Memory
Card
The  Nikon  D50  uses
the  EN-EL3  battery.  It

is rechargeable, and a
full  charge should last
for  hundreds of  shots.
Make sure you charge
it fully before your first
session.  The  camera
uses  CompactFlash
(CF) cards. While these
are  older  technology,
they  are  easy  to  find
online.  A  2GB or  4GB
card will hold hundreds
of  images.  Insert  the
card  with  the  label
facing the back of the
camera and push it in
until it clicks.

Attach a
Lens
You need a lens to take
pictures .  The  D50
works  with  Nikon  F-
mount  lenses.  The
most common kit lens
is the Nikon 18-55mm
f/3.5-5.6.  To  attach  a
lens, remove the body
cap, align the white dot
on  the  lens  with  the
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w h i t e  d o t  o n  t h e
camera body, and twist
until it locks. When you
hear a click, the lens is
secure.  To  remove  it,
press the lens release
button  and  twist  the
lens off.

Set the
Date,
Time, and
Language
When  you  turn  the
camera  on  for  the  first
time,  the  display  will
ask you to set the date,
time,  and  language.
Th i s  i s  impor tan t
because it stamps your
photos with the correct
date.  Use  the  multi-
selector  pad  on  the
back of the camera to
navigate  the  menu.
This  initial  setup  only
takes a minute.

UNDERSTANDING
THE MODE DIAL:
YOUR CREATIVE
CONTROL CENTER

The mode dial  on the
top of the Nikon D50 is
where you choose how
the  camera  operates.
This is a crucial part of
the  Nikon  D  50  For
Dummies journey. Let
us  break  down  what
each  mode  does  and
when to use it.

Auto
Mode:
Your
Safety
Net
This  mode  is  perfect
when you just want to
point  and  shoot.  The
c a m e r a  h a n d l e s
everything:  focus,
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exposure,  flash,  and
white balance. It works
w e l l  i n  a v e r a g e
d a y l i g h t  b u t  c a n
struggle in tricky light.
Use  Auto  mode  when
you  are  learning  or
when you need a quick
snapshot.  The  camera
will  pop  up  the  flash
automatical ly  i f  i t
thinks you need more
light.

Program
med Auto
(P): A
Step Up
In  Programmed  Auto,
the  camera  still  sets
the shutter speed and
aperture  for  a  good
exposure, but you gain
control  over  other
set t ings .  You  can
adjust  the  ISO,  white
balance, and exposure

compensation. You can
also use the command
dial to choose different
c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f
shutter  speed  and
aperture.  This  is  a
g r e a t  m o d e  f o r
learning  because  you
can  see  how changes
affect your image while
the  camera  maintains
a correct exposure.

Aperture
Priority
(A):
Controllin
g Depth
of Field
Th i s  i s  a  f avo r i t e
among  portrait  and
l a n d s c a p e
photographers.  In
Aperture Priority mode,



Nikon D 50 For Dummies 7

7

y o u  c h o o s e  t h e
aperture  (f-stop),  and
the camera selects the
s h u t t e r  s p e e d .  A
smaller  f-number  like
f/2.8  gives  a  blurred
background,  which  is
ideal  for  portraits.  A
larger  f-number  like
f/11  keeps  everything
sharp, which is perfect
for  landscapes.  This
m o d e  g i v e s  y o u
creative  control  while
the  camera  handles
the  exposure  math.

Shutter
Priority
(S):
Freezing
or

Blurring
Motion
Shutter Priority mode is
excellent  for  sports,
action,  and  moving
water.  You  set  the
shutter speed, and the
camera  p i cks  the
aperture.  Use  a  fast
s p e e d  l i k e  1 / 5 0 0
s e c o n d  t o  f r e e z e
motion.  Use  a  slow
speed like 1/15 second
t o  c r e a t e  b l u r  i n
waterfalls  or  to  show
movement.  This  mode
is  intuitive  once  you
unde r s tand  wha t
shutter speed does.

Manual
Mode (M):
Full
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Creative
Freedom
Manual mode puts you
in  complete  control.
Y o u  s e t  b o t h  t h e
shutter speed and the
aperture. The camera's
light  meter  helps  you
g e t  t h e  c o r r e c t
exposure,  but  you
make  the  final
decision. This mode is
powerful  when  you
understand  exposure,
but it can be tricky for
beginners. Start with P
or A mode, and move
to  Manual  when  you
feel confident.

Scene
Modes:
Guided

Assistanc
e
The  D50  inc ludes
several  scene  modes
for  specific  situations.
T h e s e  a r e  g r e a t
shortcuts.  Use  Portrait
mode  for  soft  sk in
tones  and  b lurred
backgrounds.  Use
Landscape  mode  for
sharp, vibrant scenery.
Use  Sports  mode  for
fast-moving  subjects.
T h e s e  m o d e s
automatically  adjust
settings  to  match  the
scene. They are perfect
when you do not have
time  to  think  about
technical  settings.

FOCUS MODES
AND AUTOFOCUS
SETTINGS

Getting sharp focus is
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  ski l ls  in
photography.  The
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N i k o n  D 5 0  h a s  a
rel iable  autofocus
system,  but  you need
to  set  it  up  properly.
Here is how to master
focus on the D50.

AF-S vs.
AF-C
On  the  front  of  the
camera,  near the lens
mount,  you  will  find  a
switch  labeled  AF-S
and AF-C. AF-S (Single
Servo) is for stationary
subjects.  The  camera
locks  focus  when  you
half-press  the  shutter
button,  and  it  stays
locked  until  you  take
the shot.  This  is  ideal
f o r  p o r t r a i t s ,
landscapes,  and  still
life.  AF-C  (Continuous
Servo)  is  for  moving
subjects.  The  camera
continuously  adjusts
focus  as  long  as  you
hold the shutter button
halfway.  Use  this  for

sports, kids playing, or
pets running.  There is
also  a  Manual  focus
setting  (M)  for  when
you want to focus the
lens by hand.

AF Area
Modes
The  D50  offers  several
ways  to  select  the
autofocus  point.  In
Dynamic  Area  mode,
you  select  one  focus
point,  but  the camera
can  use  surrounding
points  if  the  subject
moves.  In  Single  Area
mode,  you  select  one
focus  point,  and  the
camera sticks to it. You
can  also  use  Closest
Subject  mode,  where
the camera focuses on
the closest object.  For
portraits,  use  Single
Area  mode  and  place
the focus point on the
subject 's  eye.  For
landscapes,  Dynamic
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Area  works  well.

EXPOSURE
ESSENTIALS: ISO,
APERTURE, AND
SHUTTER SPEED

These  three  settings
form  the  exposure
triangle. Understanding
h o w  t h e y  w o r k
together is the key to
great photography. Do
not  worry,  the  Nikon
D50 makes it  easy to
learn.

ISO: The
Camera's
Sensitivit
y to Light
ISO  measures  how
sensitive the sensor is
to light. The D50 has a
range from ISO 200 to
1600. A lower ISO like
200 gives the cleanest
image  with  no  grain.

Use  th i s  in  b r ight
sunlight.  ISO  400  is
good for overcast days
or shade. ISO 800 and
1600 are for low light,
but  they  introduce
noise. Modern software
can clean up noise, so
do  not  be  afraid  to
push  the  ISO  when
needed. You can adjust
ISO by holding the ISO
button on the back of
the camera and turning
the command dial.

Aperture:
The Size
of the
Lens
Opening
Aperture  is  measured
in f-stops. A smaller f-
number  l i ke  f /2 .8
m e a n s  a  w i d e r
opening,  letting  in
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more light and creating
a  shal low  depth  of
field. A larger f-number
l i ke  f / 16  means  a
sma l l e r  open ing ,
letting in less light and
creating a deep depth
of  field.  In  Aperture
Priority  mode,  you
c o n t r o l  t h i s .  F o r
portraits,  use  f/2.8  to
f /4 .  For  groups  or
landscapes,  use f/8 to
f/11.

Shutter
Speed:
How Long
the
Sensor Is
Exposed
S h u t t e r  s p e e d  i s
measured  in  seconds
o r  f r a c t i o n s  o f  a

second. A fast  shutter
s p e e d  l i k e  1 / 5 0 0
second freezes action.
A  slow  shutter  speed
like  1/30  second  can
blur moving objects. If
you  shoot  a t  1 /60
second or slower, use a
t r ipod  or  ho ld  the
camera very steady. In
Shutter  Priority  mode,
you  control  this.  For
walking  people,  use
1/125  second.  For
spor ts ,  use  1 /500
second  or  faster.  For
c r e a t i v e  b l u r  i n
waterfalls,  use  1/15
second or slower with a
tripod.

LENSES FOR YOUR
NIKON D50

The  lens  you  choose
dramatically  affects
your photos. The Nikon
D50 is compatible with
a l l  N ikon  F-mount
lenses,  including older
manual  focus  lenses.
Here  are  some  great
options for beginners.
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The Kit
Lens:
18-55mm
f/3.5-5.6
This  is  the  lens  that
usually comes with the
camera. It is versatile,
covering wide-angle to
short  telephoto.  It  is
great  for  landscapes,
portraits, and everyday
photography.  It  is  not
very  fast,  meaning  it
does not let in a lot of
light,  but  it  is  sharp
and  affordable.  This  is
the  perfect  lens  to
learn  with.

Prime
Lenses:

The
35mm
f/1.8 and
50mm
f/1.8
Prime  lenses  are  fixed
focal  length  lenses,
meaning  you  cannot
zoom.  However,  they
are much sharper and
let  in  more  light.  The
Nikon 50mm f/1.8 D is
an excellent choice for
t h e  D 5 0 .  I t  i s
i n e x p e n s i v e ,
lightweight,  and  gives
beautiful portraits with
a  blurred  background.
The  35mm  f /1 .8  is
slightly wider and great
for general use. These
lenses  teach  you  to
move your feet instead
of  zooming,  which
i m p r o v e s  y o u r
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composition.

Zoom
Lenses:
55-200m
m f/4-5.6
If you want more reach
for wildlife or sports, a
telephoto zoom like the
Nikon  55-200mm is  a
great  addition.  It  is
affordable  and

lightweight.  It  gives
you  close-up  shots
f r o m  a  d i s t a n c e .
Combine  it  with  the
18-55mm kit lens, and
you  have  coverage
from wide to telephoto.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR BETTER
PHOTOS WITH THE
NIKON D50

Now  you  know  the
b a s i c s .  H e r e  a r e
actionable tips that will
immediately


