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IS THERE MATH ON
THE LSAT? A
COMPLETE
BREAKDOWN OF
WHAT YOU REALLY
NEED TO KNOW

F e w  q u e s t i o n s
generate  as  much
a n x i e t y  a m o n g
p r o s p e c t i v e  l a w
students as the simple
query:  "Is  there  math
on  the  LSAT?"  For
m a n y ,  t h e  m e r e
m e n t i o n  o f
mathematics  conjures
memor ies  o f  h igh
school algebra, college
c a l c u l u s ,  o r  t h e
dreaded  SAT  math
section. The good news

i s  t h a t  i f  y o u  a r e
considering law school
b u t  w o r r y  a b o u t
quantitative reasoning,
you can breathe a sigh
of  re l ie f .  The  Law
School Admission Test,
or LSAT, does not test
mathematics  in  the
traditional sense. There
a r e  n o  g e o m e t r y
proofs,  no  quadratic
e q u a t i o n s ,  n o
t r i g o n o m e t r i c
funct ions ,  and  no
calculus  problems
waiting for you on test
day.  However,  the
relationship  between
t h e  L S A T  a n d
mathematical  thinking
is more nuanced than a
s i m p l e  y e s  o r  n o
answer. Understanding
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th is  d is t inct ion  is
crucial  for  effective
preparation  and  for
s e t t i n g  r e a l i s t i c
expectations  about
what the exam actually
measures.

WHAT THE LSAT
ACTUALLY TESTS:
A SECTION-BY-
SECTION
OVERVIEW

To  fully  answer  the
question,  "Is  there
math on the LSAT?", it
helps  to  first
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
structure of the exam.
A s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
test—and following the
recent  elimination  of
t h e  L o g i c  G a m e s
sect ion—the  LSAT
consists of three main
s c o r e d  s e c t i o n s :
Logical Reasoning (two
sections),  Reading
Comprehension  (one
s e c t i o n ) ,  a n d  a n
unscored experimental

section. There is also a
writing  sample,  which
i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d
separately.  None  of
these  sections  require
y o u  t o  s o l v e
m a t h e m a t i c a l
equations,  perform
calculations,  or  recall
formulas.

Logical
Reasonin
g:
Argument
s, Not
Arithmeti
c
The Logical  Reasoning
sect ions  form  the
backbone of the LSAT.
Each question presents
a short argument or a
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set of statements, and
your job is  to analyze
the  reasoning.  You
might  be  asked  to
identify an assumption,
find  a  flaw,  strengthen
o r  w e a k e n  a n
argument,  draw  an
inference, or recognize
parallel  reasoning.
While this section does
i n v o l v e  l o g i c — a
discipline  with  deep
ties to mathematics—it
d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e
numer ic  problem-
solv ing.  The  log ic
tested here is informal
and  verbal.  You  are
assessing the structure
of  an  argument,  not
computing  values.  So
when  someone  asks,
"Is  there math on the
LSAT  in  the  Logical
Reasoning  section?",
t h e  a n s w e r  i s  a
definitive  no,  but  with
a small caveat: you will
use  logical  reasoning
skills  that  share some
DNA with mathematical

thinking.

Reading
Compreh
ension:
Understa
nding
Complex
Texts
T h e  R e a d i n g
Comprehension section
p r e s e n t s  d e n s e
passages  on  topics
ranging  from law  and
humanities  to  natural
sciences  and  social
sc iences .  Whi le  a
passage might discuss
a  scientific  study  or  a
legal  case  involving
numbers,  you  are  not
expected  to  perform
any  ca lcu la t ions .
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Instead,  you  must
demonstrate  your
ability  to  understand
the  main  point,  the
author 's  tone,  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
passage ,  and  the
implications  of  specific
c la ims.  The  sk i l l s
tested here are purely
a n a l y t i c a l  a n d
interpretive.  There  is
n o  h i d d e n  m a t h
component  lurking  in
this section. For those
wondering,  "Is  there
math  on  the  LSAT  in
R e a d i n g
Comprehension?",  the
answer  remains  no.
You will never need to
compute  a  statistical
r e s u l t  o r  s o l v e  a
quantitative problem to
answer  a  quest ion
correctly.

The

Eliminatio
n of Logic
Games:
What
Changed
Until very recently, the
L S A T  i n c l u d e d  a
s e c t i o n  c a l l e d
Analytical  Reasoning,
commonly  known  as
Logic  Games.  This
section was the closest
the LSAT ever came to
mathematical thinking.
It  involved  ordering,
g r o u p i n g ,  a n d
matching  elements
based on a set of rules.
Test-takers  had  to
deduce  relationships
and  constraints,  often
using  diagrams  and
g r i d s .  W h i l e  t h i s
s e c t i o n  f e l t
mathematical to many
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students—requir ing
systematic  thinking,
conditional  reasoning,
a n d  p a t t e r n
recognition—it  still  did
not  involve  numbers,
formulas, or arithmetic.
The skills were logical,
not  quant i ta t ive .
However, as of August
2024, the Logic Games
sec t i on  has  been
officially  removed from
the LSAT. This change
was  implemented
following  a  settlement
in  a  lawsuit  alleging
t h a t  t h e  s e c t i o n
disadvantaged  test-
takers  with  certain
disabilities.  The  new
LSAT ,  somet imes
c a l l e d  t h e  " L S A T
without Logic Games,"
is now entirely focused
on  Logical  Reasoning
a n d  R e a d i n g
Comprehension.  This
development  makes
the answer to "Is there
math  on  the  LSAT?"
e v e n  c l e a r e r :

absolutely  not.

WHY SO MANY
PEOPLE THINK THE
LSAT INVOLVES
MATH

Desp i te  the  c lear
absence  of  traditional
mathematics, the myth
that the LSAT contains
math  persists.  There
are several reasons for
this  misconception.
First, the LSAT is often
grouped  with  other
standardized tests like
the  GMAT,  GRE,  and
MCAT,  al l  of  which
include  quantitative
sections.  It  is  natural
for students to assume
that the LSAT follows a
s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n .
Second,  the  logical
reasoning  tested  on
the  LSAT  shares  a
conceptual  foundation
with  formal  log ic ,
which  is  a  branch  of
philosophy with strong
ties  to  mathematics.
C o n c e p t s  l i k e
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n e c e s s a r y  a n d
sufficient  conditions,
contrapositives,  and
logical  deductions feel
mathematical to many
students.  Third,  some
LSAT  preparat ion
m a t e r i a l s  u s e
diagrams,  symbols,
and formal notation to
help students visualize
logical  relationships.
Th i s  can  g i ve  the
impression  that  the
test  is  mathematically
oriented,  even  though
the underlying content
is  purely  verbal  and
analytical.

SKILLS THAT LOOK
LIKE MATH BUT
AREN'T

To  fu r ther  c la r i fy
whether there is math
on the LSAT, it helps to
examine  the  specific
cognitive skills the test
actually measures and
how  they  differ  from
mathematical  ability.
The  LSAT  is  designed

to  assess  c r i t i ca l
th ink ing ,  read ing
comprehension,  and
reasoning  skills  that
a r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r
success in law school.
These  skills  include
i d e n t i f y i n g
a s s u m p t i o n s ,
evaluating  evidence,
drawing  inferences,
recognizing  logical
flaws,  and
understanding complex
arguments .  Whi le
these abilities are also
useful in mathematics,
they are not the same
as being able to solve
a n  e q u a t i o n  o r
calculate  a  derivative.
The  LSAT  rewards
precision,  clarity,  and
systematic  thinking,
but it does not reward
computational  speed
o r  m a t h e m a t i c a l
knowledge.
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Condition
al
Reasonin
g and
Formal

Logic
One  area  where  the
LSAT feels  particularly
mathematical  is  in  its
use  of  condit ional
reasoning.  You  might
encounter  statements
like, "If the contract is
valid,  then  the  clause
is  enforceable,"  and
y o u  w i l l  n e e d  t o
deduce  what  follows
logically.  This  type  of
reasoning is similar to
t h e  " i f - t h e n "
statements  used  in
mathemat i cs  and
computer  science.
However, on the LSAT,

you  are  working  with
words  and  concepts,
not  numbers.  You  are
not  solving for  x;  you
a r e  d e t e r m i n i n g
w h e t h e r  t h e
contrapositive  of  a
statement is valid. For
students  who  struggle
w i t h  t h i s  k i n d  o f
abstract  thinking,  it
can  feel  l ike  doing
m a t h .  B u t  i t  i s
important to recognize
that  this  is  logic,  not
arithmetic.  So  when
someone  asks,  " Is
there  math  on  the
LSAT  in  the  form  of
logic?",  the  answer  is
that  while  logic  and
math  share  a  family
resemblance, the LSAT
d o e s  n o t  t e s t
mathematical content.

Numbers
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in
Argument
s: A
Special

Case
Occasionally,  LSAT
Logical  Reasoning
questions  will  include
numerical  data,  such
a s  p e r c e n t a g e s ,
averages, or statistics.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n
argument might claim,
"Since 60% of the city's
residents  support  the
new policy, it must be
popular." You might be
asked to identify a flaw
in this reasoning, such
as  the  fact  that  60%
does  not  represent  a
majority  of  a  specific
subgroup  or  that  the
sample  s ize  is  too
small.  In  these  cases,

you are not required to
perform  calculations.
I n s t e a d ,  y o u  a r e
evaluating  the  logical
use of numbers within
an argument. You need
to  understand  what  a
percentage means and
whether it supports the
conclusion, but you will
never  be  asked  to
compute a percentage
or  solve  a  statistical
problem.  Th is  is  a
subtle  but  important
d i s t i n c t i o n .  T h e
question  is  not  about
m a t h ;  i t  i s  a b o u t
r e a s o n i n g  w i t h
evidence that happens
to  be  numerical.  For
those  still  wondering,
"Is  there math on the
L S A T  b e c a u s e  o f
statistics?", the answer
is no. The statistics are
simply context for the
argument, not a test of
your  quant i tat ive
abil ity.
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PREPARING FOR
THE LSAT
WITHOUT MATH:
WHAT YOU

SHOULD FOCUS ON

Once  you  accept  that
there is no math on the
LSAT,  you  can  tailor
your  p repara t i on
accordingly.  The  skills
that  matter  most  are
reading  careful ly,
thinking  logically,  and
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
argument  structure.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical  strategies for
prepar ing  without
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t
mathematics.

Master
Logical
Reasonin

g
Fundame
ntals
S i n c e  L o g i c a l
R e a s o n i n g  n o w
constitutes  two-thirds
of the scored portion of
the  LSAT,  it  deserves
the bulk of your study
t i m e .  F o c u s  o n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
common  argument
pat terns ,  such  as
causal  reasoning,
conditional  reasoning,
a n d  a n a l o g i c a l
reasoning.  Learn  to
identify  premise  and
c o n c l u s i o n ,  a n d
practice  finding
assumptions and flaws.
Work  through  many
practice  questions  to
b u i l d  s p e e d  a n d
accuracy.  The  goal  is
to  in terna l i ze  the
logical  structures  that
appear  repeatedly  on
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the test.

Develop
Strong
Reading
Compreh
ension
Skills
R e a d i n g
Comprehension  is  the
other major component
o f  t h e  e x a m .  T o
succeed,  you  need  to
read  dense,  complex
texts  with  precision
and  speed.  Practice
reading  academic
articles  from  journals,
legal  opinions,  and
scientific papers. Focus
on  understanding  the
m a i n  p o i n t ,  t h e
author's  purpose,  and
the organization of the

passage.  Learn  to
distinguish  between
the author's  view and
v i e w s  t h e y  a r e
presenting  but  not
endorsing.  The  better
you  become at  active
reading, the easier the
R e a d i n g
Comprehension section
will feel.

Use
Logic, Not
Math, in
Your
Preparati
on
Some  students  who
fear the LSAT because
they dislike math try to
c o m p e n s a t e  b y
memorizing  formulas
or learning formal logic
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s y m b o l s .  W h i l e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
conditional  reasoning
is  helpful,  you do  not
need to treat the LSAT
l i k e  a  m a t h  t e s t .
Instead, approach it as
a  test  of  reading  and
thinking.  Pract ice
explaining  arguments
in  your  own  words,
identifying  flaws  in
everyday  reasoning,
and  evaluating  the
strength  of  evidence.
These  skills  are  far
more  valuable  than
any  mathematical
knowledge.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT MATH ON
THE LSAT

The question "Is there
math  on  the  LSAT?"
o f ten  a r i ses  f rom
deeper anxieties about
standardized testing or
law  school  readiness.
Let's  address  a  few
c o m m o n

m i s c o n c e p t i o n s
directly.

Misconce
ption:
You Need
Arithmeti
c for
Logic
Games
Even  though  Logic
Games  have  been
removed,  some  older
preparation  materials
still  reference them. If
you encounter practice
t e s t s  w i t h  L o g i c
Games, remember that
they  did  not  involve
math.  They  involved
ordering, grouping, and
matching  based  on
rules.  The  skills  were
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logical and spatial, not
numerical.  You  never
n e e d e d  t o  a d d ,
subtract,  multiply,  or
divide to solve a Logic
Game. The elimination
of  this  section  only
reinforces the fact that
the  LSAT  is  a  non-
mathematical test.

Misconce
ption:
Law
School
Requires
Math
Skills
Some  students  worry
that  even if  the  LSAT
doesn't test math, law
school itself will require
quantitative  skills.

While certain areas of
law—such  as  tax  law,
corpora te  law,  o r
i n t e l l e c t u a l
property—may  involve
numerical  concepts,
the  vast  majority  of
legal education focuses
on  reading,  writing,
and  reasoning.  Law
school  teaches you to
think like a lawyer, not
like an accountant. The
LSAT  is  designed  to
predict your success in
this  environment,
which  is  why  it  tests
verbal and logical skills
r a t h e r  t h a n
mathematics. So if you
are  asking,  "Is  there
math  on  the  LSAT?"
b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e
concerned  about  law
school  more  broadly,
rest assured that your
math  skil ls  wil l  not
d e t e r m i n e  y o u r
success as a lawyer or
law student.
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Misconce
ption:
The LSAT
Is Like
the GMAT
or GRE
Many  graduate  school
e n t r a n c e  e x a m s
include  quantitative
sections.  The  GMAT
has  a  quantitat ive
reasoning  section;  the
G R E  h a s  a  m a t h
section.  It  is  easy  to
assume that the LSAT
fo l l ows  the  same
pattern.  However,  the
LSAT is unique among
standardized  tests  in
its  exclusive  focus  on
reading and logic. Law
schools  have  chosen
this  format  because
they  believe  it  best

measures  the  skills
n e e d e d  f o r  l e g a l
education.  Comparing
the  LSAT  to  o ther
exams  is  a  mistake
t h a t  c a n  l e a d  t o
u n n e c e s s a r y
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r
material that will never
appear on test day.

THE BOTTOM LINE:
WHAT YOU REALLY
NEED TO SUCCEED
ON THE LSAT

If  you  take  one  thing
a w a y  f r o m  t h i s
discussion,  let  it  be
this: the LSAT is not a
math test. It  does not
t e s t  a r i t h m e t i c ,
algebra,  geometry,
statistics, or any other
b r a n c h  o f
mathematics. The skills
it measures are verbal,
logical,  and analytical.
You  do  not  need  to
rev iew  fo rmu las ,
memorize  equations,
o r  p r a c t i c e
computations.  What
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you do need is strong
r e a d i n g
comprehension,  the
abi l i ty  to  ana lyze
arguments,  and  the
discipl ine  to  think
clearly  under  t ime
pressure.  For  students
who have avoided law
school  because  they
fear math,  this should
come  as  we lcome
news.  The  LSAT  is
accessible  to  anyone
with  strong  reading
and  reasoning  skills,
regardless  of  their
m a t h e m a t i c a l
background.

CONCLUSION

So,  is  there  math  on
the LSAT? The answer
i s  a  c l e a r  a n d
resounding  no.  The
LSAT  does  not  test
m a t h e m a t i c a l
knowledge,  calculation
ability,  or  quantitative
reasoning. It tests your

ability to read complex
texts,  understand
logical arguments, and
d r a w  p r e c i s e
inferences.  While  the
e x a m  r e q u i r e s
systematic  thinking
tha t  shares  some
f e a t u r e s  w i t h
m a t h e m a t i c a l
reasoning,  it  does not
r e q u i r e  a n y
mathematical  content
or  skil ls.  I f  you  are
preparing for the LSAT,
focus  on  developing
y o u r  r e a d i n g ,
r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d
analytical  abilities.
Leave  your  calculator
at home, and trust that
your  ability  to  think
critically  is  exactly
w h a t  t h e  t e s t  i s
designed  to  measure.
W i t h  t h e  r i g h t
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d
mindse t ,  you  can
succeed  on  the  LSAT
without solving a single


