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UNLOCKING THE COTE D’AZUR:
WHY YOU NEED A MAP OF THE
FRENCH RIVIERA

The French Riviera, or the Cote d’'Azur as
it is known locally, is one of the most
iconic stretches of coastline in the world.
Stretching from the sun-drenched shores
of Saint-Tropez to the glamorous
principality of Monaco, this region is a
mosaic of turquoise bays, medieval
hilltop villages, and vibrant cities. While
the allure of the Riviera is undeniable,
navigating its winding coastal roads,
hidden coves, and bustling urban
centres can be a challenge for even the
most seasoned traveller. This is precisely
where a high-quality Map Of The
French Riviera becomes your most
valuable travel companion.
Understanding the layout of this region
is not just about getting from point A to
point B; it is about unlocking the very
essence of the Riviera. A good map
reveals the proximity of a quiet fishing
village to a glamorous resort, highlights
the best coastal hiking trails, and helps
you avoid the notorious summer traffic
jams. This article will serve as your
complete guide to the geography of the
Riviera, breaking down its key
destinations, transport links, and hidden
gems, ensuring that you can plan the
perfect itinerary.

UNDERSTANDING THE

OF THE FRENCH RIVIERA

Before diving into the specifics of towns
and attractions, it is crucial to define the
geographical boundaries of the region.
The term "French Riviera" is a relatively
modern invention, while "Cote d'Azur"
(meaning "Azure Coast") was coined in
the late 19th century by French writer
Stephen Liégeard. Generally, the region
is accepted to run along the
Mediterranean coastline of southeastern
France. When you look at a standard
Map Of The French Riviera, you will
see it extends from the Var department
in the west, often starting at Saint-
Tropez or even Hyeres, all the way to the
Italian border in the east at Menton. The
region is bordered by the Mediterranean
Sea to the south and the foothills of the
Maritime Alps to the north. This unique
geography creates a dramatic landscape
where mountains plunge directly into the
sea, creating stunning panoramas and
microclimates. The administrative
department of the Alpes-Maritimes
comprises the central and eastern part
of the Riviera, including Nice and
Cannes, while the Var department
covers the western section.
Understanding this division helps when
reading a detailed Map Of The French
Riviera, as it explains differences in
architecture, local cuisine, and even the
colour of the rocks.
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The Western

Maritimes and

Riviera: Var aride Corniches
the GUIf Of Sa m!?y move eastward from Cannes

Tropez

The western gateway to the Riviera is
less densely populated than its eastern
counterpart, offering a more relaxed,
natural landscape. The Map Of The
French Riviera shows the coastline
here as rugged and indented, dominated
by the Maures massif, a mountain range
covered in cork oaks and chestnut trees.
This area is famous for the Gulf of Saint-
Tropez, a stunning deep blue bay
protected by the peninsula of Saint-
Tropez itself. Towns like Port-Grimaud, a
charming "Venice of Provence" built
around canals, and the hilltop village of
Ramatuelle are highlights that are best
appreciated when you can see their
location relative to the coast. The sandy
beaches of Pampelonne are a major
draw here. Further west, you will find
Hyeres and the Golden Islands
(Porgquerolles, Port-Cros, and Levant),
which are part of the Var department. A
good map here is essential for
understanding ferry routes to these
islands and finding the quieter, less-
frequented coves that are hidden
between the tourist hubs.

The Eastern
Riviera: Alpes-

ds the Italian border, the landscape
becomes more dramatic. This section of
the Map Of The French Riviera is
defined by the famous
"Corniches"—three spectacular, cliff-
hugging roads that run parallel to the
coast at different altitudes. The Lower
Corniche (Corniche Inférieure) hugs the
shoreline, passing through seaside towns
like Villefranche-sur-Mer and Beaulieu-
sur-Mer. The Middle Corniche (Corniche
Moyenne) offers panoramic views,
connecting Nice to Monte Carlo via Eze
and Roquebrune. The High Corniche
(Grande Corniche) is the highest and
oldest, following the ancient Roman
road, the Via Julia Augusta, and
providing breathtaking vistas all the way
from Nice to Menton. This area includes
the glamorous city of Nice, the film-
festival hub of Cannes, the perfume
capital of Grasse (inland), and the
independent Principality of Monaco.
Understanding the vertical layering of
these roads on a Map Of The French
Riviera is key to choosing the right
route for your journey, whether you
prefer the scenic, slower coastal drive or
the fast, elevated highway.

KEY DESTINATIONS AND THEIR
LOCATIONS ON THE MAP

No Map Of The French Riviera is
complete without highlighting the major
cities and towns that define the region.
Each offers a unique character and
atmosphere, and understanding their
spacing helps you build a logical
itinerary.
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Nice: The Vibrant
Capital

Nice is the largest city on the French
Riviera and often the starting point for
many travellers. Located midway along
the coastline of the Alpes-Maritimes, it
sits on the beautiful Baie des Anges (Bay
of Angels). A Map Of The French
Riviera shows Nice as the central
transport hub, with its international
airport (Nice Cote d’Azur Airport) and
main train station (Gare de Nice-Ville)
connecting to all other points. The city
itself is a blend of the historic Old Town
(Vieux Nice) with its narrow, winding
streets and the modern Promenade des
Anglais. From Nice, it is just a 30-minute
train ride to Cannes, 20 minutes to
Monaco, and an hour to Saint-Tropez by
car or train/ferry combination. Its central
position makes it the ideal base for
exploring the entire region.

Cannes: Glamour
and Festivals

Located just southwest of Nice, Cannes
is synonymous with luxury, film, and the
Mediterranean. The Map Of The
French Riviera places Cannes on the
eastern edge of the Gulf of Napoule,
protected by the Lérins Islands (ile
Sainte-Marguerite and ile Saint-Honorat).
The famous Boulevard de la Croisette
runs along the seafront, lined with
palatial hotels and private beaches.
Cannes is a more relaxed, upscale
alternative to the hustle of Nice. It also
serves as a departure point for ferries to
the Lérins Islands, which are a fantastic
day trip for those seeking peace and

nature just minutes from the glamour.
For visitors, a map showing the location
of the Palais des Festivals (where the
film festival is held) and the old town of
Le Suquet is essential for navigating the
city.

Monaco: The
Principality of
Glamour

Monaco is a sovereign city-state and
micro-state nestled on the shores of the
Mediterranean, surrounded by France.
On a Map Of The French Riviera, it
appears as a tiny, densely packed
enclave just east of Nice, perched on a
dramatic rocky promontory. Monaco is
divided into several distinct districts:
Monte Carlo (the casino and luxury
shopping district), La Condamine (the
port area), and Monaco-Ville (the old
town on the Rock). The famous Grand
Prix street circuit winds through the
heart of the city, which is a fascinating
feature to trace on a detailed map.
Despite its small size, Monaco is a must-
see for its opulence, the Oceanographic
Museum, and the stunning Prince’s
Palace.

Saint-Tropez:
The lconic
Fishing Village

Saint-Tropez, located in the Var
department in the western part of the
Riviera, holds a legendary status. It was
a quiet fishing village until the 1950s
when celebrities like Brigitte Bardot



made it a global hotspot. The Map Of
The French Riviera shows Saint-Tropez
at the southern tip of a peninsula, which
means it is not directly on the main
motorway. Getting there involves a
scenic drive through the Maures
mountains or a ferry from Nice or
Cannes. The town itself is centred
around the Vieux Port, famous for its
superyachts and lively cafés. The
beaches of Pampelonne are a short drive
south of the town. A good map is
essential here because the narrow roads
around the Gulf can be notoriously
congested, and knowing alternative
routes or ferry schedules is a huge
advantage.

NAVIGATING THE CORNICHE
ROADS: A SCENIC DRIVE

One of the most memorable experiences
on the French Riviera is driving the
Corniche roads. As mentioned earlier,
the Map Of The French Riviera
reveals these three distinct routes that
connect Nice to Menton. They are more
than just roads; they are attractions in
themselves.

e The Lower Corniche (D6098):
This is the slowest route, winding
along the coastline through every
seaside town. It is perfect for those
who want to stop frequently for
photos, lunch, or a swim. Key
stops include Villefranche-sur-Mer
(with its deep-water harbour),
Beaulieu-sur-Mer (home to the
Villa Kérylos), and the pretty
village of Eze-sur-Mer.

e The Middle Corniche (D6007):
This is the most popular scenic
drive, offering spectacular views
without being as slow as the lower
road. It passes through the
medieval perched village of Eze

(an absolute must-see with its
exotic garden and sea views) and
La Turbie, which is home to the
massive Trophée des Alpes (a
Roman monument
commemorating the conquest of
the Alpine tribes).

e The High Corniche (D2564):
This is the highest and most
dramatic route, tracing the route
of the ancient Roman road. It
offers breathtaking panoramas
from the peaks of the Corniche.
This road bypasses most towns, so
it is best for those who want a
pure scenic drive with incredible
photo opportunities. It ends in
Menton, near the Italian border.

When planning a driving itinerary,
having a detailed Map Of The French
Riviera that shows the elevation and
access points of these three roads is
invaluable. You can mix and match
them—take the High Corniche for the
views, descend to the Middle for lunch in
Eze, and then take the Lower Corniche
back along the coast.

Coastal Paths
and Hiking Tralls

Beyond the roads, the Map Of The
French Riviera is also a guide to some
of the most beautiful coastal hiking trails
in Europe. The most famous is the
Sentier du Littoral (Coastal Path) in
several towns. For example, the trail
from Monaco to Cap Martin is a stunning
walk along the cliffs. The path from Cap
d'Antibes around the peninsula offers
views of the Baie des Anges. In the Var,
the coastal trail around the Cap Camarat
in Ramatuelle is wild and beautiful.
These trails are often marked on tourist
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maps and offer a completely different
perspective of the Riviera—a quiet, slow-
paced discovery of its natural beauty,
away from the crowds of the main
boulevards.

INLAND TREASURES: THE
PERCHED VILLAGES OF THE
BACKCOUNTRY

While the coastline steals the spotlight,
any comprehensive Map Of The
French Riviera must extend inland to
the Arriere-Pays (backcountry). A short
drive (often just 30 minutes) from the
coast takes you into a different world of
medieval hilltop villages, lavender fields
(in summer), and deep gorges. These
villages are often called "perched
villages" because they are built on

strategic hilltops for defence. Key inland
destinations include:

e Grasse: The world capital of
perfume, located in the hills above
Cannes.

e Saint-Paul-de-Vence: A perfectly
preserved medieval village that
was a haven for artists like Marc
Chagall and Picasso.

e Gourdon: A stunningly beautiful
village perched on a cliff
overlooking the Loup Valley.

e Peillon and Peille: Two
spectacular villages near Nice,
accessible via winding mountain
roads.

e Le Bar-sur-Loup: Famous for its
sweet oranges and a charming old
town.



