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THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO FINDING
AND USING THE PERFECT
TEMPLATE FOR PAPER TRICORN
HAT

There is something undeniably charming
about the tricorn hat. Instantly evocative
of  colonial  America,  swashbuckling
pirates,  and the powdered wigs of  the
18th century, this iconic three-cornered
hat  remains  a  staple  for  history
enthusiasts,  costume  parties,  school

plays,  and  Halloween.  While  you  can
purchase a plastic or felt version from a
costume  store,  nothing  beats  the
satisfaction—or the creative control—of
crafting your own from paper. The secret
to a crisp, professional-looking result lies
in  one  thing:  a  high-quality  template
for paper tricorn hat. Whether you are
a  teacher  organizing  a  colonial  day
event,  a  parent  helping  with  a  last-
minute costume, or a crafter looking for
a  fun  weekend project,  this  guide  will
walk you through everything you need to
know, from sourcing the best templates
to decorating your finished masterpiece.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/
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Why Choose a
Paper Tricorn
Hat?
Before  diving  into  the  logistics  of
templates,  it  is  worth  considering why
paper is such an excellent material for
this project. Unlike felt or fabric, paper is
inexpensive, widely available, and easy
to cut and shape. It also holds creases
remarkably  well,  which is  essential  for
the  sharp,  defined  brim  folds  that
characterize a tricorn hat. When you use
a  well-designed  template  for  paper
tricorn  hat ,  you  e l iminate  the
guesswork  involved  in  measuring  and
cutting.  The  result  is  a  symmetrical,

balanced  hat  that  looks  far  more
polished  than  a  freehand  attempt.
Furthermore, paper allows for incredible
versatility in decoration. You can paint it,
cover it with fabric, add glitter, or leave
it plain for a historical reenactment. It is
the  perfect  medium  for  both  children
and adults.

Understanding
the Anatomy of a
Tricorn Hat
To choose or design the best template
for  paper  tricorn  hat,  it  helps  to
understand the basic structure of the hat
itself. A traditional tricorn hat consists of



Template For Paper Tricorn Hat 3

3

three main parts:

The Crown: This is the dome-
shaped top that sits on the
wearer's head. It can be a simple
cylinder or a more complex ovoid
shape, depending on the historical
period you are aiming for.
The Brim: The defining feature of
the tricorn is its wide brim, which
is folded up on three sides to form
a triangle or a scalloped edge. The
brim is typically flat for the
sections that are not folded.
The Cockade or Trim: Many
historical tricorn hats feature a
cockade (a rosette of ribbons), a
buckle, or a simple band around
the base of the crown. These
details add authenticity and visual

interest.

A  good  template  for  paper  tricorn
hat will usually come in three parts or
be  printed  in  a  single  sheet  with  fold
lines clearly marked. The best templates
include tabs for gluing, ensuring that the
crown attaches seamlessly to the brim.

Where to Find a
Reliable
Template For
Paper Tricorn Hat
The  internet  is  a  treasure  trove  of
resources,  but  not  all  templates  are
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created equal. Some are overly complex,
while  others  are  too  simplistic  and
produce a floppy, unstable hat. Here are
some reliable places to look for a high-
quality  template  for  paper  tricorn
hat:

EDUCATIONAL WEBSITES AND
TEACHER RESOURCES

Many  educational  sites  offer  free
printable templates for historical crafts.
Teachers often use these for lessons on
co lon ia l  t imes  or  the  Amer ican
Revolution. These templates are usually
designed  to  be  simple  enough  for
elementary  school  children  to  handle,
which makes them a great starting point
for beginners. They often include clear
instructions  and  require  only  basic
supplies  l ike  scissors,  glue,  and

cardstock.

PIRATE AND COSTUME FAN SITES

If  you  are  looking  for  a  slightly  more
dramatic  or  "piratey"  look,  fan  sites
dedicated  to  historical  reenactment  or
cosplay  often  provide  excel lent
templates. These template for paper
tricorn hat options tend to have more
accurate  proportions  and  may  include
options  for  a  larger  brim  or  a  taller
crown. They are ideal for older children
or adults who want a hat that looks like
it came straight from a movie set.

CRAFT AND DIY BLOGS

Personal  blogs  by  avid  crafters  are
another  fantastic  resource.  Many
crafters post free or low-cost PDF files of
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their  original  designs.  These templates
often  come  with  step-by-step  photo
tutorials, which are invaluable for visual
learners. When downloading from a blog,
look  for  templates  that  specify  the
recommended  paper  weight  (usually
110lb  cardstock  or  heavier)  to  ensure
durability.

PRINTABLE TEMPLATE
MARKETPLACES

For  those  willing  to  spend  a  small
amount,  marketplaces  like  Etsy  or
Creative  Market  offer  premium
template  for  paper  tricorn  hat
designs. These are often highly detailed,
scalable  to  different  head  sizes,  and
include multiple styles. The investment
is  minimal,  and  the  quality  is  usually
superior to free alternatives.

Key Features to
Look for in a
Template For
Paper Tricorn Hat
Not all  templates will  suit  your needs.
When selecting a template for paper
tricorn hat, keep the following criteria
in mind:

Scalability: A good template1.
should be adjustable. It should
either come in multiple sizes
(child, teen, adult) or include
instructions for scaling it up or
down.
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Clear Fold Lines: Look for2.
templates with dashed or dotted
lines indicating where to fold. Solid
lines are for cutting. Confusing
these is the most common mistake
beginners make.
Glue Tabs: Tabs are small3.
extensions on the template that
fold inward and are glued to
another part of the hat. They are
essential for creating a strong,
three-dimensional structure.
Simplicity: The best template4.
for paper tricorn hat balances
detail with usability. If a template
has too many tiny pieces, it may
be frustrating for a child or a
beginner.
Instructions: A template without5.
instructions is a recipe for disaster.

The best templates include written
or visual guides explaining the
assembly order.

Step-by-Step
Guide: How to
Make a Tricorn
Hat Using a
Paper Template
Once you have selected your template
for paper tricorn hat, it is time to get
to work. Follow these steps for a smooth
crafting experience:
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STEP 1: GATHER YOUR SUPPLIES

You  will  need  the  printed  template,  a
pair  of  sharp  scissors,  a  glue  stick  or
white  craft  glue,  a  ruler  (for  sharp
creases), and optionally, a bone folder or
the back of a spoon for scoring fold lines.
Cardstock  or  heavy  paper  is  strongly
recommended  over  standard  printer
paper.

STEP 2: CUT OUT THE PIECES

Carefully cut along all solid lines. Take
your time,  especially  around curves.  If
your template for paper tricorn hat
includes a brim and a separate crown,
cut  them  out  individually.  It  is  often
helpful  to  label  the pieces  as  you cut
them.

STEP 3: SCORE THE FOLD LINES

Using your ruler and a bone folder (or
the edge of a spoon), gently run the tool
along the dashed fold lines. This process,
called  scoring,  compresses  the  paper
fibers  and  creates  a  crisp,  clean  fold.
Never skip this  step—it  is  the difference
between a hat that looks homemade and
one that looks professionally made.

STEP 4: FOLD THE BRIM

Most  tricorn  hat  templates  feature  a
brim that is divided into three sections
by fold lines. Fold these sections upward.
The  edges  of  the  brim should  form a
triangle or a curved scallop, depending
on  your  template.  Secure  the  folds
temporarily  with paper clips or  tape if
needed.
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STEP 5: ASSEMBLE THE CROWN

Form the crown into a cylinder or dome
shape.  Apply glue to the tabs (if  any)
and press firmly. Hold the seam for 30 to
60 seconds to ensure a strong bond. If
your template for paper tricorn hat
includes  a  separate  top  piece  for  the
crown, attach it now. Allow the crown to
dry completely before moving on.

STEP 6: ATTACH THE CROWN TO
THE BRIM

This  is  the  most  critical  step.  Most
templates  include  a  circular  or  oval
opening in the center of the brim. Apply
glue to the bottom edge of the crown or
to the tabs around the opening in the
brim. Carefully insert the crown into the
hole.  Press  the  brim  flat  against  the

crown base.  Use clothespins  or  binder
clips to hold the pieces together while
the glue dries.

STEP 7: ADD THE COCKADE OR
TRIM

Once the structure is solid, you can add
decorative elements.  A simple band of
black or gold paper around the base of
the crown adds instant authenticity. For
a pirate look, add a skull-and-crossbones
patch or a feather. For a colonial look, a
simple  ribbon  bow  or  a  buckle  made
from foil is perfect.

Creative
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Decoration Ideas
for Your Paper

Tricorn Hat
Once your template for paper tricorn
hat  is assembled, the real fun begins:
decoration.  Here  are  some  ideas  to
inspire you:

Historical Accuracy: Paint the
hat black or navy blue. Add a gold
or silver band around the crown.
Attach a small cockade made from
folded ribbon in red, white, or blue.
Pirate Flair: Use dark brown or
black paper. Add a white skull and
crossbones sticker or stencil. Tuck

a large feather into the band. You
can even distress the edges of the
brim by rubbing them with a
sanding block or crumpling the
paper slightly before assembly.
Fantasy or Steampunk: Cover
the paper with metallic paint or
foil. Add gears, a fake compass, or
a miniature clock face to the front
of the crown. Use a velvet ribbon
for the band.
Patriotic: For a Fourth of July
parade or a school event, paint the
hat red, white, and blue. Add stars
and stripes using a stencil. A blue
band with white stars is
particularly effective.
Glitter and Glam: For a costume
party or Mardi Gras, apply a thin
layer of mod podge to the hat and
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sprinkle with glitter. Use
contrasting colors for the brim and
the crown.

Pro Tip: If you are using paint or mod
podge on your paper hat, apply it after
the hat is fully assembled and dry. Wet
paper can warp or tear, so use thin, even
coats  and  allow  each  layer  to  dry
thoroughly.  A  final  coat  of  clear  acrylic
sealer will protect your decorations and
extend the life of your hat.

Troubleshooting
Common Issues

with Paper
Tricorn Hats
Even with the best template for paper
tricorn hat,  you  may  run  into  a  few
common problems. Here is how to solve
them:

Brim won't stay folded: If the
brim keeps flopping down, your
paper may be too thin. Try using a
heavier cardstock, or reinforce the
underside of the brim with a strip
of tape. Scoring the fold lines more
deeply also helps.
Crown is too loose or too tight:
Most templates are sized for an
average adult head (approximately
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22-23 inches). If the crown is too
loose, overlap the seam more
before gluing. If it is too tight, you
can cut a slit in the crown and add
a small wedge of paper.
Glue warping the paper: Liquid
glue can cause thin paper to
wrinkle. Switch to a glue stick or a
glue roller specifically designed for
paper crafts. Apply glue only to the
tabs, not to the main body of the
hat.
Hat looks lopsided: This usually
happens when the crown is not
centered on the brim. Before the
glue sets completely, rotate the
crown and make adjustments. Use
a mirror to check the symmetry
from all angles.

Using a Template
For Paper Tricorn
Hat in
Educational
Settings
The template for paper tricorn hat is
not  just  for  costumes—it  is  also  a
fantastic educational tool. Teachers can
use this craft to complement lessons on:

American History: The tricorn
hat was worn by George
Washington, Benjamin Franklin,
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and other Founding Fathers.
Making the hat helps students
connect with the clothing of the
era.
Pirate History: The "Golden Age

of Piracy" (1650-1730) is a
perennially popular topic. A pirate
hat craft can be a fun entry point
for discussions about exploration,
trade


