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UNVEILING THE LORIEN
LEGACIES: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE
I AM NUMBER FOUR SERIES

In  the  vast  landscape  of  young  adult
science fiction, few series have captured
the imagination of readers quite like the
I  Am  Number  Four  Series.  Officially
known  as  the  Lorien  Legacies  by
Pittacus Lore, this sprawling saga blends
alien  mythology,  teenage  angst,  high-
stakes  action,  and  a  relentless  chase

against impossible odds. What begins as
the  story  of  a  single  fugitive  alien  on
Earth expands into an epic narrative of
survival,  rebellion,  and  the  search  for
identity. For anyone looking for a series
that combines the emotional weight of
growing up with the thrill of superhuman
abilities, the I Am Number Four Series
remains a standout destination.
This  article  provides  a  comprehensive
look  at  the  entire  series,  from  its
explosive  debut  to  its  expanded
universe. Whether you are a new reader
considering picking up the first book or a
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returning fan wanting a refresher, we will
explore  the  characters,  the  lore,  the
books, the film adaptation, and why this
series  continues  to  resonate  with  a
global audience.

THE CORE PREMISE OF THE I AM
NUMBER FOUR SERIES

At  its  heart,  the I  Am Number Four
Series  is  a  story  about  refugees.  The
planet  Lorien,  a  world  rich  in  natural
beauty  and  inhabited  by  a  peaceful,
advanced civilization, was destroyed by
the brutal, warlike Mogadorians. A small
group of survivors, the Garde, were sent
to Earth as children, each paired with a
Cêpan (a  guardian  and  mentor).  Their
mission:  to  hide,  develop  their  unique
Legacies (superpowers), and eventually
return to liberate their home world.

The  catch?  The  Mogadorians  have
followed  them to  Earth,  hunting  them
one by one, in a specific order. The first
three  have  already  been  killed.  The
protagonist, John Smith, is Number Four.
The entire  opening act  is  built  around
the tension of knowing that he is next on
the hit list. This serialized threat creates
an  immediate  sense  of  urgency  that
propels the entire I Am Number Four
Series forward.

The Rules of the
Lorien Universe
Pittacus Lore establishes a tight set of
rules that make the world feel believable
and dangerous:
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The Order of the Hunt: The
Mogadorians must kill the Garde in
numerical order. This single rule
creates a ticking clock and a
strategic layer to the conflict.
Numbers and the Charm: A
mystical charm placed on Lorien
protects the Garde. As long as
they remain separated and stay
within a certain proximity to their
Cêpan, they cannot be killed out of
order. This charm gives them time
to grow stronger.
Legacies: These are superhuman
abilities that manifest in each
Garde around puberty. They are
unique to each individual and
range from telekinesis and
invisibility to control over the
elements and shapeshifting.

Mogadorians: These are not just
generic villains. They are a race of
reptilian-like beings who conquer
and consume planets, using a
dangerous substance called
"Mogadore" to sustain their dying
world. They are formidable,
ruthless, and terrifyingly efficient.

EXPLORING THE MAIN
CHARACTERS OF THE I AM
NUMBER FOUR SERIES

The strength of any great series lies in
its  characters,  and the I  Am Number
Four Series delivers a compelling cast
that  grows  and  evolves  across  the
novels.



4

4 I Am Number Fours Series 2023-11-11

John Smith
(Number Four)
John is the heart of the series.  As the
narrator of the first book, he is initially a
confused and lonely teenager, struggling
to  fit  in  while  hiding  his  identity.  As  the
series progresses, he transforms from a
hunted  boy  into  a  natural  leader.  His
primary Legacy is telekinesis, but he also
develops other abilities like Lumen (the
ability to generate light and heat) and
enhanced strength. John's journey is one
of  acceptance—accepting  his  past,  his
responsibilities,  and  his  role  as  a
potential leader of the Lorien resistance.

Sarah Hart
Sarah is John's first human love interest,
and she represents everything he wants
but cannot have: a normal life.  She is
brave,  loyal,  and  becomes  an  integral
part of the team, willingly putting herself
in  extreme danger  to  help  the  Garde.
Her arc is  a powerful  example of  how
Earth  becomes  a  home  worth  fighting
for.

Sam Goode
Sam is John's best friend and the human
who believes in  aliens before he even
knows  the  truth.  He  is  a  conspiracy
theorist with a wide-eyed optimism that
grounds  the  story.  His  search  for  his



I Am Number Fours Series 5

5

missing  father,  who  knew  the  truth
about the Lorien, is a major subplot in
the  early  books.  Sam  is  the  human
anchor,  proving that courage does not
require superpowers.

Henri (Cêpan of
Number Four)
Henri is John's guardian and the closest
thing to a father figure he has. He is the
one  who  has  kept  John  alive  for  a
decade,  teaching  him  to  control  his
Legacies  and  stay  hidden.  Henri  is  a
tragic figure,  burdened by the weight of
protecting the last hope of his people.
His relationship with John is one of the
most  emotionally  rich threads in  the I
Am Number Four Series.

Number Six
Number Six is a fan-favorite character,
and  for  good  reason.  She  is  a  fierce,
independent,  and  powerful  fighter  who
has been surviving on her own for years
after her Cêpan was killed. Unlike John,
she  is  ready  to  fight.  She  embodies  the
warrior spirit of the Lorien and serves as
a  catalyst  for  John's  transition  from
hiding  to  fighting  back.  Her  Legacy
includes  invisibility,  flight,  and  control
over  the  elements.

The Other Garde
Each  subsequent  book  introduces  new
Garde,  each  with  unique  abilities:
Number  Five  (manipulation  of  fire),
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Number  Seven  (gardening  and  plant
control),  Number  Eight  (teleportation),
Number  Nine  (super  strength  and
indestructibility),  and Number Ten (the
wild card of the group). Together, they
form the assembled force known simply
as "The Garde."

COMPLETE BOOK LIST IN THE I
AM NUMBER FOUR SERIES

The core I  Am Number Four Series
consists  of  seven  main  novels,  plus
several  novellas  and  spin-offs  that
expand  the  lore.  Here  is  the  reading
order for the main series:

I Am Number Four (2010) - The1.
introduction to John, Sam, and
Henri. The hunt begins.
The Power of Six (2011) -2.

Expands the narrative to include
Number Six and Number Seven.
The scope widens.
The Rise of Nine (2012) - The3.
Garde begin to unite. The battle
against the Mogadorians
intensifies.
The Fall of Five (2013) - A4.
shocking betrayal rocks the group.
The search for Number Five leads
to devastating consequences.
The Revenge of Seven (2014) -5.
The war escalates as the Garde go
on the offensive. A major turning
point in the conflict.
The Fate of Ten (2015) - The6.
Garde must forge an alliance with
the humans of Earth to survive.
The final pieces fall into place.
United as One (2016) - The epic7.
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conclusion. The final battle for
Lorien and Earth.

Lost Files and
Novellas
For readers who want to explore every
corner  of  the  universe,  the  I  Am
Number  Four  Series  includes  a
massive collection of Lost Files novellas.
These short stories provide background
on  secondary  characters,  villains  like
Adamus  Sutekh,  and  events  that  take
place between the main novels. They are
exce l l en t  f o r  deepen ing  you r
understanding  of  the  world.

THEMES THAT DEFINE THE I AM
NUMBER FOUR SERIES

Beyond  the  action  and  special  effects,
the I  Am Number Four Series  deals
with several profound themes that make
it more than just a typical alien story.

Identity and
Belonging
John Smith is constantly questioning who
he is. He uses a false name, hides his
true nature, and yearns for a place to
call  home.  This  theme is  universal  for
anyone  who  has  ever  felt  l ike  an
outsider.  The Garde are refugees,  and
their  struggle  to  find  safety  and
acceptance on Earth mirrors real-world
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issues of displacement and immigration.

Found Family
The Garde are not related by blood, but
they  become  a  family.  Their  Cêpans,
their human friends, and even the allies
they make along the way form a network
of loyalty that surpasses genetics.  The
series emphasizes that the people you
choose  to  fight  for  are  more  important
than  the  people  you  were  born  to.

Sacrifice and
Responsibility
With  g reat  power  comes  great
responsibility,  and  the  Garde  are
constantly  forced  to  make  impossible

choices.  Henri  sacrifices  everything  for
John.  Characters  die  protecting  others.
The series does not shy away from the
cost of war. It shows that heroism is not
about being invincible, but about being
willing  to  give  everything  for  a  cause
greater than yourself.

THE 2011 MOVIE ADAPTATION OF
I AM NUMBER FOUR

In 2011, DreamWorks Pictures released
a  film  adaptation  of  the  first  book,
directed by D.J. Caruso and starring Alex
Pettyfer as John Smith, Dianna Agron as
Sarah  Hart,  and  Timothy  Olyphant  as
Henri.  The  film  was  a  visual  spectacle,
bringing  the  Legacies  to  life  with
impressive CGI.  It  streamlined the plot
significantly,  cutting  several  subplots
and characters to fit a two-hour runtime.
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While  the  movie  was  commercially
moderate and received mixed reviews, it
gathered a dedicated cult following. For
many  fans,  the  film  was  their  first
introduction to  the world  of  the I  Am
Number Four Series. It remains a solid
entry  point,  though  fans  of  the  books
often  note  that  the  novels  offer  a  much
deeper  and  richer  experience.  The  film
was  not  continued  as  a  franchise,
meaning the story of the Garde remains
entirely in the books for its full arc.

WHY THE I AM NUMBER FOUR
SERIES ENDURES

Over  a  decade  after  the  first  book  was
published,  the  I  Am  Number  Four
Series continues to attract new readers.
There are several reasons for its lasting
appeal:

Relatable Heroes: Despite being
aliens, the Garde face the same
struggles as teenagers
everywhere: fitting in, dealing with
bullies, falling in love, and figuring
out their place in the world.
Pacing and Tension: Pittacus
Lore masters the art of the
cliffhanger. Each chapter ends with
a reason to turn the page. The
chase is relentless.
World-Building: The richly
detailed history of Lorien, the
magic-like technology, and the
diversity of Legacies create a
universe that feels vast and real.
Emotional Stakes: Characters
die. Loss is real. The series does
not hand out happy endings
lightly, which makes the victories
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feel earned.

THE EXPANDED UNIVERSE:
BEYOND THE MAIN SERIES

For  those  who  finish  the  main  seven
books  and  still  want  more,  the  I  Am
Number Four Series has expanded in
several  directions.  There  is  a  sequel
series called Lorien Legacies: Reborn,
which  follows  a  new  generation  of
humans  who  gained  powers  after  the
events of the original series. There are
also  plans  for  a  wider  cinematic  or
television universe, though nothing has
been  officially  greenlit  as  of  now.  The

sheer  amount  of  content  available
m a k e s  t h i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
comprehensive  young  adult  sci-fi  series
on  the  market.
TIPS FOR NEW READERS OF THE I
AM NUMBER FOUR SERIES

If you are just starting your journey with
the I  Am Number Four Series,  here
are a few recommendations:

Start with the first book: It is
the perfect introduction to the
world and the characters.
Read the Lost Files in between
the


