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UNDERSTANDING THE NORTH CAROLINA NOTARY
PUBLIC EXAM

Becoming a notary public in North Carolina is a rewarding way to
serve your  community  and add a valuable credential  to  your
professional  profile.  However,  before  you  can  affix  your  official
seal, you must pass the state’s notary public exam. For many
aspiring notaries, the thought of notary public test questions
for NC can feel daunting. This comprehensive guide will walk you
through everything you need to know—from the structure of the
test to the types of questions you will encounter, effective study
strategies, and the most important legal principles to master. By
the end, you will have a clear roadmap to success.
The North Carolina notary public exam is designed to assess your
understanding of the laws, duties, and ethical responsibilities that
govern  notarial  acts  in  the  state.  The  test  is  open-book  and
administered by the North Carolina Department of the Secretary
of  State.  This  means  you  are  allowed  to  use  the  official  North
Carolina Notary Public Guidebook during the exam—but don’t let
that  fact  lull  you  into  complacency.  Knowing  where  to  find

answers  quickly  and  understanding  the  material  deeply  is
essential for passing.

STRUCTURE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC TEST IN NORTH
CAROLINA

Before diving into sample notary public test questions for
NC, it is helpful to understand the exam’s framework. The test
consists of 45 multiple-choice questions, and you must answer at
least 35 correctly (a score of 78%) to pass. You will  have 60
minutes to complete the exam. The questions cover a range of
topics, including:

Eligibility and application requirements for becoming a
notary in North Carolina
Notarial acts such as acknowledgments, jurats, and oaths
Proper identification of signers
Prohibited acts and grounds for disciplinary action
Recordkeeping and the notary journal
Official seal, electronic notarization, and remote online
notarization

Many  of  these  topics  appear  in  the  form  of  scenario-based
questions, requiring you to apply the law to real-world situations.
This is why simply memorizing the guidebook is not enough—you
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need to understand the reasoning behind each rule.

Why the Open-Book Format
Requires Preparation
Because the exam is open-book, you might be tempted to think
you can just look up every answer. In practice, the time limit
makes that strategy risky. The best test-takers use the notary
public test questions for NC  as a study tool to become so
familiar with the guidebook that they can locate information in
seconds.  Underlining key phrases,  using sticky tabs for  major
sections,  and practicing with sample questions are all  proven
methods to build speed and confidence.

SAMPLE NOTARY PUBLIC TEST QUESTIONS FOR
NORTH CAROLINA

Let’s look at representative examples of the questions you may
encounter. These are not actual exam questions but are modeled
on the style and content of the real test.

Question 1:
Acknowledgment vs. Jurat
Scenario: A signer appears before you and asks you to notarize
a deed. The signer states, “I am signing this voluntarily, and I
understand its contents.” The signer then signs the document in

your presence. What type of notarial act is this?

A) Jurat1.
B) Acknowledgment2.
C) Copy certification3.
D) Oath or affirmation4.

Answer: B) Acknowledgment. In an acknowledgment, the signer
declares  before  you  that  they  signed  voluntarily,  but  the
signature  may have  been  made earlier.  In  this  scenario,  the
signer  also  signs  in  your  presence,  which  is  permitted  for
acknowledgments, but the key is the declaration of willingness. A
jurat, by contrast, requires the signer to swear or affirm the truth
of the document’s contents and sign in the notary’s presence.

Question 2: Identifying a
Signer
Scenario:  A  woman  approaches  you  for  notarization.  She
presents a valid North Carolina driver’s license that has expired
three weeks ago. You recognize her from a previous notarization
two months ago. Can you proceed?

A) Yes, because you personally know her1.
B) Yes, because the license is a government-issued ID2.
C) No, because the ID is expired3.
D) No, because you need two forms of identification4.

Answer: C) No, because the ID is expired. North Carolina law
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requires acceptable identification to be current (not expired) and
issued  by  a  government  agency.  Personal  knowledge  is  also
acceptable, but you must have that knowledge independent of
the expired ID. Recognizing someone from a prior transaction
does  not  constitute  personal  knowledge  under  the  notary
statutes unless you have a relationship that would allow you to
positively identify them without documentary proof.

Question 3: Notary Journal
Requirements
Scenario: You notarize a quitclaim deed for your neighbor. You
record the notarization in your journal, including the date, type of
notarial act, and the signer’s name. Your neighbor asks you to
not include the document type because it is a private matter.
What should you do?

A) Agree, since the neighbor is a friend1.
B) Record only the minimal information required by law2.
C) Inform your neighbor that you are required by law to3.
record the document type
D) Stop the notarization4.

Answer: C) Inform your neighbor that you are required by law to
record  the  document  type.  The North  Carolina  notary  journal
must contain the date, type of notarial act, the signer’s name and
address, the type of document (e.g., deed, power of attorney),
and the method used to identify the signer. As a notary, you

cannot omit required entries even at the request of the signer.

Question 4: Fees and
Prohibited Acts
Scenario: You are employed as a loan officer at a bank. You are
asked to notarize a mortgage document for a customer who is
also applying for a loan with your bank. Can you perform the
notarization?

A) Yes, if you do not charge a notary fee1.
B) Yes, because you are a commissioned notary2.
C) No, because you have a financial interest in the3.
transaction
D) No, because you are not allowed to notarize for4.
customers

Answer:  C)  No,  because  you  have  a  financial  interest  in  the
transaction.  North  Carolina  law  prohibits  a  notary  from
performing  a  notarial  act  if  the  notary  is  a  party  to  the
transaction  or  has  a  direct  beneficial  interest.  As  a  loan  officer,
your  compensation may depend on the loan being approved,
giving you a disqualifying interest.

KEY TOPICS COVERED IN NOTARY PUBLIC TEST
QUESTIONS FOR NC

To pass the exam, you must focus on the following critical areas.
Each of these topics is likely to appear in multiple notary public
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test questions for NC.

Commission Requirements
and Renewal
Learn the eligibility criteria: you must be at least 18 years old, a
legal resident of North Carolina (or work primarily in the state for
a non-resident commission), able to read and write English, and
have  no  disqualifying  criminal  convictions.  Know the  renewal
cycle (every 5 years) and the continuing education required (one
hour of approved education for each year of the commission).

Notarial Acts in Detail
The most common acts are acknowledgments and jurats. You will
need  to  understand  the  subtle  differences:  an  acknowledgment
validates that the signer appeared before you and acknowledged
signing voluntarily; a jurat requires the signer to swear or affirm
under oath that the contents of the document are true. Also know
about  oaths,  affirmations,  copy  certifications,  and  protests  (rare
but still tested).

Identification Standards
North Carolina requires you to either personally know the signer
or  obtain  satisfactory  evidence  in  the  form  of  a  current
government-issued photo ID. Acceptable IDs include a driver’s

license,  passport,  military  ID,  or  state-issued  identification  card.
Know  the  rules  for  credentials  from  other  states  and  the
procedure for identifying someone without proper ID (e.g., using
credible witnesses).

Notary Journal and Seal
You are required to maintain a physical  or  electronic  journal.
Learn the mandatory entries and the rules about data retention
(journal must be kept for at least five years after the last entry).
The official seal must be a rubber stamp or an electronic seal that
includes  the  notary’s  name,  the  words  “Notary  Public,”  the
county  of  commission,  and  the  commission  expiration  date.
Understand the restrictions on seal placement.

Electronic and Remote
Notarization
North Carolina has embraced technology. The exam now includes
questions  about  electronic  notarization  (eNotarization)  and
remote online  notarization  (RON).  Key points:  the  notary  and
signer must both be physically present for standard electronic
notarization; for RON, the notary and signer appear via audio-
video  communication.  Know  the  technology  requirements,
identity  proofing,  and  recording  mandates  for  remote
notarizations.
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Prohibited Acts and Ethics
A  notary  cannot  perform  notarial  acts  for  immediate  family
members  (spouse,  parent,  child)  if  the  notary  has  a  direct
beneficial interest. Also prohibited: notarizing your own signature,
charging excessive fees, using the title in a misleading way, or
notarizing  a  document  without  the  signer  being  physically
present (except in RON). Violations can lead to suspension or
revocation of your commission.

EFFECTIVE STUDY STRATEGIES FOR THE NC NOTARY
EXAM

Simply reading the guidebook once is rarely enough. Here is a
step-by-step study plan that incorporates practice with notary
public test questions for NC.

Read the Official Guidebook
Thoroughly
The North Carolina Notary Public Guidebook is the single most
important resource. Read it cover to cover. Pay close attention to
the  sample  forms,  charts,  and  highlighted  “Important”  or
“Warning”  boxes.  These  often  indicate  testable  material.

Use Practice Tests
Several  online  resources  offer  free  or  paid  practice  tests  with
realistic  notary  public  test  questions  for  NC.  Take  these
under timed conditions to simulate the real  exam. After each
practice test,  review every question—especially those you got
wrong—and  find  the  answer  in  the  guidebook.  This  reinforces
your  ability  to  navigate  the  book  quickly.

Create a Quick-Reference
Index
Use sticky tabs or a handwritten index for your guidebook’s major
sections.  For  example,  tab  the  pages  for  “Acknowledgment,”
“Jurat,”  “Identification,”  “Journal,”  and  “Prohibited  Acts.”  During
the  exam,  you  can  flip  directly  to  the  relevant  section  without
wasting  time.

Focus on Your Weak Areas
If  you  consistently  miss  questions  about  remote  notarization,
spend  extra  time  studying  that  chapter.  Many  test-takers  find
that  scenario-based  questions  about  conflicts  of  interest  are
tricky.  Create  your  own  flashcards  with  hypotheticals  and  their
correct  resolutions.
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Take a Formal Notary
Education Course
While  not  required  to  take  the  exam,  completing  a  state-
approved notary education course can dramatically improve your
understanding.  These  courses  are  often  offered  by  community
colleges, notary associations, or online providers. They include
practice exams and explanations that directly address notary
public test questions for NC.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID ON THE NC NOTARY
EXAM

Awareness of typical pitfalls can help you steer clear of them.

Relying too heavily on the open-book format: Time
management is critical. If you try to look up every answer,
you will run out of time. Practice navigating the guidebook
until you can find information within 30 seconds.
Misreading the question: Some questions ask for the
“best” answer, while others ask for what you “must” do.
Pay attention to modifiers like “not,” “except,” or “always.”


