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PERSONALIZING YOUR DRIVE:
THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO
PIONEER DEH-1300MP COLOR
CUSTOMIZATION

Your car  is  more than just  a  mode of
transportation; it is an extension of your
personal  s ty le .  For  many  audio
enthusiasts and daily commuters alike,
the interior ambiance of a vehicle plays
a  significant  role  in  the  overall  driving
experience.  Among  the  many  features
that  allow for  this  personalization,  the
ability to adjust the display and button
illumination of your car stereo stands out
as  a  simple  yet  impactful  modification.
The Pioneer DEH-1300MP is a classic
single-DIN CD receiver that has earned a
loya l  fo l low ing  fo r  i t s  re l iab le
performance and user-friendly interface.
One of its most celebrated functions is
the  flexibility  it  offers  in  visual
customization.  If  you  are  looking  to
Pioneer Deh 1300mp change color
settings  to  match  your  dashboard  or
simply to refresh your cabin's look, you
have  come  to  the  right  place.  This
comprehensive  guide  will  walk  you
through every step, explore the available
options,  and  provide  troubleshooting
advice so you can master your stereo's
appearance.

Understanding

the Pioneer
DEH-1300MP's
Display
Capabilities
Before  diving  into  the  process,  it  is
helpful  to  understand what  makes the
DEH-1300MP’s  color  system  unique.
Unlike  many  modern  units  that  offer
millions of colors, this model provides a
curated  selection  of  predefined  hues.
The feature is designed to let you switch
between several  distinct  colors for  the
main  display,  buttons,  and  knob
illumination. This not only enhances the
aesthetic  appeal  but  also  serves  a
functional  purpose.  For  example,  you
might want to use a red or amber color
to reduce glare during night driving, or a
bright  white  for  better  visibility  during
the  day.  The  ability  to  Pioneer  Deh
1300mp change color  applies to the
OEL  (Organic  Electro-Luminescent)
display  and  the  key  il lumination,
allowing for a cohesive look. The process
is handled entirely through the stereo's
front panel controls, meaning you do not
need any additional software or cables.
It  is  a  straightforward,  menu-driven
operation that any owner can perform in
a matter of minutes.

HOW TO PIONEER DEH-1300MP
CHANGE COLOR: A STEP-BY-STEP
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WALKTHROUGH

Changing the illumination color on your
Pioneer  DEH-1300MP  is  a  simple  task
once you know which buttons to press.
The  following  steps  use  the  standard
control  layout  for  this  model.  Please
ensure your vehicle is safely parked and
the engine is running or the ignition is in
the accessory position to prevent battery
drain.

Power On the Unit: Press the1.
SRC/OFF button to turn on the
stereo. You should see the tuner or
CD information on the display.
Enter the Audio Menu: Locate2.
the AUDIO button on the left side
of the front panel. Press and hold
this button for several seconds
(typically 2 to 3 seconds) until the
display changes. You will enter the
function setup mode. Note that
some firmware versions may
require a press of the FUNCTION
button instead. If holding AUDIO
does not work, try pressing the
FUNCTION button once.
Navigate to the Illumination3.
Setting: Use the large MULTI-
CONTROL dial (the volume knob)
to scroll through the various menu
options. The display will cycle
through settings like Clock,
Contrast, Scroll Speed, and others.
Look for the setting labeled
ILLUMINATION or COLOR. It may
also be represented by a small
light bulb icon.
Select the Color Option: Once4.
ILLUMINATION is highlighted on
the display, press the MULTI-
CONTROL dial inward (like a
button) to select that setting.
Choose Your Color: Now, you will5.
see the current color. Rotate the

MULTI-CONTROL dial left or right
to cycle through the available
colors. The display and buttons will
change in real-time as you scroll.
Available options typically include
Red, Green, Blue, White,
Amber, and Violet. Some units
also offer a Multi-Color or
Rainbow mode that cycles
through colors.
Confirm Your Selection: Once6.
you have found the color you like,
press the MULTI-CONTROL dial
inward again to confirm and save
the setting.
Exit the Menu: Press the7.
SRC/OFF button or the AUDIO
button (depending on your unit) to
exit the setup menu. You do not
need to perform any additional
saving; the unit will retain the
color even after you turn off the
ignition.

If  the  above  steps  do  not  yield  the
desired result, refer to your user manual
for  any  slight  variations.  The  core
process  for  any  owner  wanting  to
Pioneer Deh 1300mp change color is
fundamentally  the  same—navigate  to
the  illumination  menu and select  your
preferred hue.

Detailed
Overview of
Available Color
Options
The Pioneer DEH-1300MP offers a palette
that is both vibrant and practical. While
the  exact  number  of  colors  can  vary
slightly  depending  on  the  region  and
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firmware  version,  the  standard  set
includes several  key hues designed to
match  most  factory  dashboard  lights.
Understanding  each  option  helps  you
make  an  informed  choice  for  your
cabin's  ambiance.

Red: A classic choice that reduces
eye strain at night and matches
many sport-oriented vehicles. It
provides excellent contrast against
a dark interior.
Green: Often used in European
and Asian vehicles, green
illumination is easy on the eyes
and offers a cool, modern look.
Amber/Orange: A very popular
OEM color found in many American
and Japanese cars from the 2000s.
It is warm and non-intrusive for
night driving.
Blue: A more modern and
aggressive color that appeals to
younger drivers. Blue can be quite
bright and stands out starkly
against a dark dashboard.
White: A clean, neutral option
that provides high visibility during
the day and a premium aesthetic
at night.
Violet/Purple: A unique and less
common color that allows for a
truly personalized look.
Multi-Color/Rainbow: This mode
cycles automatically through all
available colors. It is a fun,
attention-grabbing option for show
cars or when you want a dynamic
display.

When  deciding  which  color  to  use,
consider  the  lighting  of  your  other
dashboard  components.  Matching  the
stereo  to  your  gauges  and  climate
control  lights  creates  a  unified,  factory-
integrated  appearance.  For  those  who

want to Pioneer Deh 1300mp change
color frequently, the process is so fast
that you can adjust based on your mood
or driving conditions.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
COLOR CHANGE ISSUES

While  the  color  change  procedure  is
typically  seamless,  some  users  may
encounter  hiccups.  Here  are  the  most
common problems  and  their  solutions,
ensuring  you  can  always  achieve  the
look you want.

Problem: Cannot
Enter the
Illumination
Menu
Solution: Ensure you are pressing and
holding the correct button for the right
duration. Try pressing the AUDIO button
firmly for  2 full  seconds.  If  that  fails,  try
pressing  the  FUNCTION  button  once.
Some  units  require  you  to  first  press
SRC/OFF to turn the unit off, then press
and  hold  AUDIO  to  access  the  initial
setup. Check the front of the unit for any
stickers or labels that confirm the button
function.

Problem: The
Display Does Not
Change Color
Solution:  First,  confirm  that  the  unit  is
actually  in  the  illumination  adjustment
mode.  The  screen  shou ld  show
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"ILLUMINATION"  or  a  similar  text.  If  it
does not, you may be in a different sub-
menu. Secondly, if you have selected a
color and it appears the same as before,
the issue may be a hardware limitation.
Older units might have LED failures. Try
selecting  a  dramatically  different  color
(like white or red) to see if there is any
change. If none of the colors work, the
unit's  internal  LED  array  may  need
servicing.

Problem: The

Color Changes
but Buttons Stay
the Same
Solution:  On  the  DEH-1300MP,  the
display color and the button illumination
are often linked, but sometimes there is
a separate setting for key illumination.
Re-enter the menu and look for


