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INTRODUCTION TO THE IMMORTALS AFTER DARK
SERIES

For  fans  of  paranormal  romance,  few  series  capture  the
imagination quite like The Immortals After Dark Series  by
Kresley Cole. This sprawling, addictive collection of novels has
captivated readers for over two decades, offering a rich tapestry
of  immortal  beings,  smoldering  romances,  and  epic  conflicts.
With its unique blend of mythology, supernatural  politics,  and
visceral emotional stakes, the series has become a cornerstone
of the paranormal romance genre, earning a devoted following
that continues to grow with each new release. Whether you are a
long-time devotee or a newcomer curious about the allure, this
article  offers  a  comprehensive  exploration  of  the  world,  the
characters,  and  the  enduring  appeal  of  this  remarkable  series.
The series began in 2006 with A Hunger Like No Other and has
since expanded to include over twenty books, novellas, and spin-
offs. Set in a hidden world where vampires, werewolves, demons,
Valkyries, and other legendary creatures exist alongside humans,
each novel focuses on a different couple finding their fated mate.
What  sets  The  Immortals  After  Dark  Series  apart  is  its
intricate  world-building,  the  depth  of  its  lore,  and  the  sheer
passion Kresley Cole pours into every story. It is a series that
rewards  devoted  readers  with  interwoven  plotlines,  recurring
characters,  and a continuously unfolding mythology that feels
both epic and intimate.
In this  guide,  we will  delve into the key factions that  define this
universe, introduce some of the most beloved couples, discuss
the ideal reading order, and explore why this series remains a
benchmark for paranormal romance today. By the end, you will
understand why so many readers consider this series an essential
part of their bookshelves.

THE WORLD OF THE IMMORTALS AFTER DARK SERIES

The universe of The Immortals After Dark Series is populated
by a vast array of supernatural beings, all governed by a fragile
truce known as the Accession. The Accession is a supernatural
war that occurs every thousand years, during which the various
factions  are  compelled  to  fight,  form  alliances,  and  eliminate
rivals. This cyclical conflict provides the overarching backdrop for
the series, creating tension and high stakes that fuel many of the
storylines. Against this violent and chaotic backdrop, the novels
explore themes of love, loyalty, redemption, and the search for
belonging.

The Major Factions
Understanding  the  different  factions  is  essential  to  appreciating
the  depth  of  The Immortals  After  Dark Series.  Here  is  a
breakdown of the primary groups that dominate the narrative:

The Lykae (Werewolves): Fierce, possessive, and
intensely loyal, the Lykae are a wolf-shifter race known for
their strength and their brutal past. They have a deep
connection to their goddess and a strong clan structure.
Key characters include Lachlain MacRieve (the hero of the

first book) and many others who embody passionate,
alpha-male energy.
The Vampire Factions: The vampire world is split into
two warring factions. The Horde is a militaristic,
aristocratic group that feeds on blood and is led by
powerful vampire kings. The Forged are a more feral,
primal strain of vampire who feed on flesh and blood. The
conflict between these two factions is a recurring source of
drama.
The Valkyrie: An all-female race of warrior demigoddesses
descended from the god Odin, the Valkyrie are fierce, fun-
loving, and incredibly powerful. They have a love for
fashion, fast cars, and antique weaponry, and they are
known for their sharp wit and enduring sisterhood. They are
central to many of the series’ most beloved stories.
The Demons: A diverse and often misunderstood faction,
demons in this world are not inherently evil. They are a
passionate and powerful race with a complex caste system.
Some can teleport, others wield fire, and many have a
unique culture centered around pleasure and loyalty. The
demon mythology in the series is particularly rich and often
provides some of the most unexpected and romantic
heroes.
The Witches: A secretive and powerful faction, the
witches have their own internal rules and hierarchies. They
are often involved in prophecies and complex magical
workings, and their presence adds a layer of mystery and
intrigue to the series.
The Fae: Elusive and beautiful, the Fae are a long-lived
race with a deep connection to nature and magic. They are
often portrayed as aloof and cunning, adding an element of
otherworldly elegance to the conflicts.
The Lore: This collective term refers to all supernatural
beings who are part of the Accession. Humans are largely
unaware of the Lore, and a significant part of the series’
tension comes from maintaining this secrecy while
navigating epic battles and passionate romances.

This  complex web of  alliances,  rivalries,  and ancient  grudges
provides  endless  material  for  dramatic  and  romantic  stories,
making The Immortals After Dark Series a truly immersive
reading experience.

BELOVED COUPLES AND KEY CHARACTERS

At the heart of every book in The Immortals After Dark Series
is a fated mate bond, a powerful connection that is both a gift
and  a  challenge.  The  series  excels  at  pairing  seemingly
mismatched  individuals  and  forcing  them  to  confront  their
deepest fears and desires. Here are a few of the most iconic
couples and characters that define the series.

Lachlain and Emma – A
Hunger Like No Other
The series opens with the story of Lachlain MacRieve, a Lykae
king  who  has  been  imprisoned  for  centuries,  and  Emma,  a
Valkyrie-vampire  hybrid  who is  unaware of  her  true heritage.
Their story sets the tone for the entire series: intense, passionate,
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and  filled  with  danger.  Lachlain’s  raw,  possessive  love  and
Emma’s fierce spirit create a dynamic that is both explosive and
deeply  romantic.  This  book  introduces  readers  to  the  core
concepts  of  fated  mates,  the  Accession,  and  the  different
factions.

Bowen and Mariketa – Dark
Needs at Night’s Edge
Bowen MacRieve, Lachlain’s brother, is a tortured Lykae haunted
by visions of his dead mate. Mariketa is a young and incredibly
powerful witch. Their story is a masterpiece of emotional depth,
exploring themes of grief, redemption, and the healing power of
love. The contrast between Bowen’s dark despair and Mariketa’s
light-hearted perseverance makes this a fan-favorite installment
in The Immortals After Dark Series.

Declan and Nix
Nix, the insane but brilliant Valkyrie seer,  is  one of the most
unique characters in the series. Her machinations often drive the
overarching plot, and her story with Declan, a powerful vampire
Horde  general,  is  highly  anticipated  by  long-time  fans.  Nix’s
character adds a layer of unpredictable chaos and wisdom that
keeps readers guessing.

Lothaire and Elizabeth
Lothaire is the villainous vampire king of the Horde, arguably one
of the most complex and anti-heroic characters in the series. His
story with Elizabeth, a human with a tragic past, is a dark and
thrilling  redemption  arc.  Lothaire’s  cruel  exterior  and  hidden
vulnerabilities  make his  journey toward love one of  the most
compelling in the entire series. Their book is often cited as a high
point for its emotional intensity and intricate plotting.

Other Notable Characters
The  series  is  populated  with  a  vast  cast  of  memorable  side
characters who often get their own books later. Characters like
Regin the Radiant (a Valkyrie warrior), Garreth MacRieve (a
young Lykae prince), Kaderin the Cold (a Valkyrie who lost her
sisters), and Cadeon (a demon) all have rich, interwoven stories
that  contribute to  the epic  scope of  the world.  The sense of
community and recurring appearances make reading the series
feel like visiting old friends.

THEMES AND APPEAL OF THE SERIES

What makes The Immortals After Dark Series so enduringly
popular? Several key elements contribute to its success.

The Fated Mate Trope
The series  is  built  around the concept  of  fated mates,  which
allows for an immediate, powerful connection between the hero
and heroine. However, Cole never makes this connection easy.
Her  couples  must  overcome  immense  obstacles,  personal
demons,  and  external  threats  to  claim  their  happiness.  This
tension  between  destiny  and  free  will,  between  instinct  and
choice, makes the romances feel earned and deeply satisfying.

World-Building and Lore

Kresley Cole has created a universe that feels both vast and
intimate. The mythology is layered, drawing from Celtic, Norse,
and other mythologies to create something original. The rules of
the supernatural world are clear but flexible, allowing for endless
story possibilities. The politics between factions, the history of
the Accession, and the unique cultures of each race give the
series a depth that invites re-reading.

Strong and Diverse
Heroines
The heroines  of  The Immortals After Dark Series  are  not
damsels in distress. They are warriors, witches, Valkyries, and
scholars who are powerful in their own right. They are funny,
fierce,  and  complex.  Whether  it  is  Emma’s  hidden  strength,
Mariketa’s growing power, or Nix’s chaotic genius, each heroine
brings  a  unique  energy  to  her  story.  This  focus  on  female
empowerment within a romance framework is a key reason the
series resonates so strongly with readers.

Alpha Heroes with Heart
The heroes  are  undeniably  alpha—possessive,  protective,  and
powerful. But Cole ensures that beneath their tough exteriors,
they are  vulnerable,  loving,  and capable  of  immense growth.
Lachlain,  Bowen,  Lothaire,  and  others  all  undergo  significant
character arcs that involve confronting their pasts and learning to
trust.  This  depth prevents them from becoming cartoonish or
one-dimensional.

Emotional and Steamy
Romance
The series is known for its high heat level, but the romance is
always grounded in real emotion. The love scenes are passionate
and meaningful, serving to deepen the connection between the
characters rather than just providing spectacle. The emotional
stakes  are  high,  and  readers  often  find  themselves  laughing,
crying,  and  swooning  within  the  same  chapter.

READING ORDER AND BOOK LIST

One of the most common questions for new readers is how to
approach The Immortals After Dark Series. While the books
can be enjoyed as standalones, they are best read in publication
order  to  appreciate  the  overarching  plot  and  character
development. Here is the recommended reading order for the
main novels:

A Hunger Like No Other (2006) - Lachlain and Emma1.
No Rest for the Wicked (2006) - Sebastian and Kaderin2.
Wicked Deeds on a Winter’s Night (2007) - Bowen and3.
Mariketa
Dark Needs at Night’s Edge (2008) - Conrad and Néo4.
Dark Desires After Dusk (2008) - Cadeon and Holly5.
Kiss of a Demon King (2009) - Rydstrom and Sabine6.
Deep Kiss of Winter (2009) - Murdoch and Daniela7.
Demon from the Dark (2010) - Malkom and Carrow8.
Dreams of a Dark Warrior (2011) - Declan and Regin9.
Lothaire (2012) - Lothaire and Elizabeth10.


