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UNLOCKING
TIMELESS
WISDOM: THE
POWER OF OG
MANDINO THE TEN
SCROLLS

In  the  vast  landscape
o f  p e r s o n a l
development literature,
few works  have stood
the  test  of  t ime  as
g r a c e f u l l y  a s  O g
Mandino’s  classic,  The
Greatest  Salesman  in
the World. At the heart
of  this  beloved  book
lies a set of principles
that have transformed
millions  of  lives:  Og
Mandino  The  Ten
Scrolls .  These  ten

ancient  parchment
scrolls, each containing
a  specific  habit  or
m i n d s e t ,  a r e  n o t
m e r e l y  s a l e s
techniques; they are a
profound  philosophy
for living with purpose,
r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d
gratitude. For decades,
readers have turned to
these scrolls as a daily
guide  to  overcoming
failure,  building  self-
d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d
cultivating  a  winning
attitude.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  a
struggling salesperson,
or  simply  someone
seeking  a  richer  life,
the  teachings  within
Og  Mandino  The  Ten
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Scrolls  offer  a  timeless
roadmap  to  personal
and  p ro fess i ona l
success.  This  article
explores each scroll, its
deeper  meaning,  and
how you can integrate
t h e s e  e n d u r i n g
principles  into  your
own  journey.

THE ORIGIN AND
PURPOSE OF THE
TEN SCROLLS

Og Mandino wrote The
Greatest  Salesman  in
the World as a parable
about  Hafid,  a  poor
camel boy who rises to
become  the  greatest
salesman  of  his  era.
The  key  to  Hafid’s
transformation is a set
o f  t e n  s c r o l l s
bequeathed to him by
his  mentor,  Pathros.
Each scroll  contains  a
lesson designed to be
read three times daily
for a month—a practice
intended to ingrain the
w i s d o m  i n t o  t h e

subconscious  mind.
The  concept  of  Og
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scrolls  is  deliberately
myth ica l ,  ye t  the
p r i n c i p l e s  a r e
grounded  in  universal
l a w s  o f  h u m a n
behavior.  Mandino
himself  was  a  former
alcoholic  who  turned
h is  l i fe  a round  by
s tudy ing  success
literature; his personal
s t o ry  imbues  t he
s c r o l l s  w i t h
authent ic i ty .  The
purpose  of  the  scrolls
i s  no t  j u s t  t o  se l l
products  but  to  sell
oneself on the value of
persistence,  kindness,
and  self-belief.  They
represent  a  holistic
app roach  t o  l i f e ,
emphasizing  that  true
success  is  bui lt  on
character,  discipline,
and  service  to  others.
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The
Structure
of the

Scrolls
E a c h  s c r o l l  i n  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scrolls  addresses  a
specific  human
weakness  or  need:
from  overcoming  the
f e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  t o
embracing  the  power
of positive action. The
scrolls are meant to be
read in sequence, and
the act of repetition is
c r i t i ca l .  Mand ino
believed  that  habits
are  formed  through
c o n s i s t e n t
reinforcement, and the
scrolls  were  designed
to  rep rog ram  the
reader’s mental habits.
They  blend  ancient
wisdom—drawing  on

biblical,  Stoic,  and
E a s t e r n
ph i l o soph ies—wi th
practical,  actionable
advice.  For  instance,
scroll  one begins  with
t h e  f a m o u s  l i n e ,
“Today I  begin a  new
life,” setting the stage
for transformation. The
scrolls  progressively
build momentum: after
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
change,  they  move
i n t o  g r a t i t u d e ,
persistence,  and  the
importance  of  small
dai ly  act ions.  The
cumulative  effect  is  a
complete  mental  and
emot i ona l  r e se t .
Understanding  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scrolls  helps  readers
appreciate  why  this
book remains a staple
i n  m o t i v a t i o n a l
l iterature.
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DETAILED
BREAKDOWN OF
OG MANDINO THE

TEN SCROLLS

To fully appreciate the
wisdom of Og Mandino
The  Ten  Scrolls,  let’s
examine  each  scroll
i nd iv idua l l y .  The
principles  may  seem
simple, but their power
l ies  in  cons is tent
application.  Here  is  a
summary  o f  each
scroll,  along  with  its
core lesson:

Scroll I –
“Today I Begin
a New Life.”
The first scroll is
about renewal. It
declares that the
past is dead and
gone, and today
is the beginning
of a fresh start. It
encourages the
reader to form
new habits and
to let go of old
failures. The key

phrase: “I will
form good habits
and become their
slave.”
Scroll II – “I
Will Greet This
Day with Love
in My Heart.”
This scroll
focuses on the
power of love
and kindness in
all interactions. It
teaches that
enthusiasm and
genuine care for
others can
dissolve barriers
and create
lasting
connections. “I
will greet this
day with love in
my heart” is a
mantra that
transforms
customer
relationships into
genuine human
bonds.
Scroll III – “I
Will Persist
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Until I
Succeed.”
Persistence is the
theme of the
third scroll. It
acknowledges
that failure is
inevitable, but
only those who
refuse to quit will
ultimately
triumph. The
scroll uses the
metaphor of a
farmer who
endures seasons
of drought before
harvest. It
stresses that
success is a
marathon, not a
sprint.
Scroll IV – “I
Am Nature’s
Greatest
Miracle.” This
scroll addresses
self-worth. It
reminds the
reader that every
person is unique
and

irreplaceable. No
one else has the
same
combination of
talents,
experiences, and
potential. This is
a powerful
antidote to
comparison and
low self-esteem.
Scroll V – “I
Will Live This
Day as If It Is
My Last.” The
fifth scroll is
about urgency
and mindfulness.
It encourages the
reader to treat
each day as
precious, to
avoid
procrastination,
and to act with
purpose. It also
advises leaving
the future to fate
while squeezing
every drop of
meaning from
the present.
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Scroll VI – “I
Will Master My
Emotions.”
Emotional
mastery is the
focus here. The
scroll teaches
that emotions
are transient and
can be controlled
by conscious
thought. By
choosing how to
respond to
events, the
reader gains
power over
circumstances. It
includes a classic
line:
“Henceforth, I
will know that
only those of
inferior station
can be good or
bad according to
circumstances.”
Scroll VII – “I
Will Laugh at
the World.”
Humor and
perspective are

the tools of the
seventh scroll. It
urges the reader
to not take
themselves too
seriously, to find
laughter in
difficulties, and
to maintain
cheerfulness. A
light heart can
overcome heavy
burdens.
Scroll VIII – “I
Will Multiply
My Value Every
Day.” This scroll
is about
continuous
improvement. It
advocates for
small, daily
efforts—learning
new skills,
improving one’s
craft, and
seeking growth.
The principle of
“accumulated
advantage”
ensures that
even tiny
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increments lead
to massive
results over time.
Scroll IX – “I
Will Act Now.”
Procrastination is
the enemy
addressed in the
ninth scroll. It
stresses that
dreams without
action are
worthless. The
scroll commands
immediate
execution of
plans: “I will act
now. I will act
now. I will act
now.” Repetition
cements the
urgency.
Scroll X – “I
Will Pray for
Guidance.” The
final scroll brings
humility and
spirituality. It
acknowledges
that human
effort alone is
insufficient;

guidance from a
higher power is
needed. It
encourages the
reader to ask for
wisdom,
strength, and the
ability to serve
others. It ties all
previous scrolls
together into a
framework of
faith and
surrender.

KEY THEMES AND
LIFE LESSONS IN
OG MANDINO THE
TEN SCROLLS

Beyond  the  individual
s c r o l l s ,  s e v e r a l
overarching  themes
r u n  t h r o u g h  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scrolls.  The  first  is  the
p o w e r  o f  h a b i t .
Mandino  understood
that  success  is  not  a
single  event  but  the
sum of  daily  routines.
T h e  s c r o l l s  a r e
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designed not just to be
read  but  to  become
automatic  behaviors.
Another  key  theme is
the  importance  of
m i n d s e t  o v e r
circumstance. Whether
facing  rejection,  loss,
or  mediocr i ty,  the
scrolls  teach  that  our
response  determines
o u r  d e s t i n y .  T h e
p r i n c i p l e  o f
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
l o v e — a p p l i e d  t o
customers,  colleagues,
and oneself—is radical
for a sales manual, yet
it lies at the core of the
p h i l o s o p h y .
Additionally, the scrolls
emphasize  gratitude
and  humility.  The  final
s c r o l l  o n  p r a y e r
reminds  us  that  true
greatness  comes from
service and connection
to  something  larger
than  ourselves.  These
t h e m e s  m a k e  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scrolls  relevant  for

anyone  seeking  a  life
of  meaning,  not  just
financial wealth.

The Role
of
Repetitio
n and
Ritual
One of the most unique
aspects of Og Mandino
The Ten Scrolls  is  the
method  of  delivery:
reading  each  scroll
three times daily for 30
days. This repetition is
not  intended  to  be  a
c h o r e ;  i t  i s  a
n e u r o p l a s t i c i t y
technique that rewires
the  brain.  By  saying
the  words  aloud,  the
reader internalizes the
principles  at  a  deep
level.  Over  time,  the
phrases  become  a
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mental soundtrack that
g u i d e s  a c t i o n s
automatically.  This
ritual  also  establishes
discipline—the  very
qual i ty  that  many
people lack. The scrolls
themselves  become  a
form  of  meditation,
centering  the  mind
before the day begins
and  reinforcing  the
lessons  before  sleep.
Many adherents report
t h a t  a f t e r  a  f e w
months,  the  scrolls’
teachings  become
second  nature.  Thus,
the  true  power  of  Og
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
Scro l l s  l ies  not  in
reading them once, but
in living them daily.

HOW TO APPLY OG
MANDINO THE TEN
SCROLLS IN
MODERN LIFE

While  the  or ig inal
context was sales, the
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n

Sc ro l l s  t r ans la te
seamlessly  into  any
field.  For
entrepreneurs,  the
scrolls  offer  a  proven
f r a m e w o r k  f o r
overcoming  rejection
and staying motivated.
For  students,  they
provide  a  mindset  of
p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d
continuous learning. In
relat ionships,  the
emphasis  on love and
patience can transform
communication.  Here
are  some  practical
ways  to  apply  each
scroll today:

Start each
morning with
Scroll I: Affirm
that today is a
new beginning.
Set aside past
mistakes and
focus on the
present.
Before
important
meetings or
calls, recite



10

10 Og Mandino The Ten Scrolls 2023-08-16

Scroll II:
Approach
interactions with
genuine care.
Ask yourself,
“How can I serve
this person?”
When facing
setbacks, use
Scroll III:
Remind yourself
that failure is
temporary. Write
down “I will
persist” and
visualize
success.
Develop a
gratitude
journal based
on Scroll IV:
List your unique
qualities and
contributions.
Celebrate your
individuality.
At the end of
each day,
reflect using
Scroll V: Ask if
you lived the day
fully. What would

you have done
differently if it
were your last
day?
Practice
emotional
control with
Scroll VI: When
anger or anxiety
arises, pause and
choose a
response. Label
the emotion
without
judgment.
Use humor as a
coping tool, as
in Scroll VII:
Find one funny
thing in a
stressful
situation.
Laughter reduces
cortisol and
builds resilience.
Dedicate 15
minutes daily
to Scroll VIII:
Learn a new skill,
read a few pages
of a book, or
practice a
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technique.
Accumulate your
value.
Apply the 5-
second rule
from Scroll IX:
When you have
an idea,
physically act
within five
seconds. Break
the pattern of
delay.
End your day
with Scroll X:
Meditate or pray
for guidance.
Express gratitude
and ask for the
strength to be of
service.

By  integrating  these
practices,  the  scrolls
cease  to  be  abstract
p h i l o s o p h y  a n d
become a living code.
T h e  b e a u t y  o f  O g
M a n d i n o  T h e  T e n
S c r o l l s  i s  t h e i r
simplicity;  they  don’t
require  expensive
programs  or  complex

systems.  They  require
only a commitment to
read,  repeat ,  and
reflect.  Over  time,  the
scrolls  reshape  your
character, and success
becomes  a  natural
byproduct.

THE ENDURING
LEGACY OF OG
MANDINO THE TEN
SCROLLS

Since its publication in
1968,  The  Greatest
Salesman in the World
h a s  s o l d  o v e r  5 0
million copies and been
translated  into  dozens
of  languages.  The
heart  of  i ts  appeal
remains  Og  Mandino
The  Ten  Scrolls.  Why
do  these  anc ient -
looking  pr inciples
continue to resonate in
t h e  d i g i t a l  a g e ?
Pe rhaps  because
human nature has not
changed.  People  still
struggle  with  self-
doubt,  procrastination,
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a n d  t h e  f e a r  o f
rejection.  The  scrolls
s p e a k  t o  t h e s e
universal  challenges
w i t h  t i m e l e s s
eloquence.  Moreover,
they  offer  a
counterbalance  to  the
f a s t - p a c e d ,
t r a n s a c t i o n - d r i v e n
world.  In  an  era  of
instant  gratification,
the  scrolls  remind  us
that  lasting  success
requires  patience,
integrity,  and  inner
work .  Many  o f  the
w o r l d ’ s  t o p
m o t i v a t i o n a l
speakers—from  Tony
R o b b i n s  t o  B r i a n
Tracy—have  c i ted
Mandino’s  scrolls  as
f o u n d a t i o n a l
influences.  Their
legacy is  also seen in
t h e  c o u n t l e s s
individuals  who  have
turned  the i r  l ives
a r o u n d  a f t e r
e m b r a c i n g  t h e s e
teachings.  The  simple

act of reading “Today I
begin  a  new life”  has
sparked  innumerable
personal  revolutions.

Why Og
Mandino
The Ten
Scrolls
Remain
Relevant
The  scrol ls  are  not
restricted  to  sales  or
business; they address
the  core  of  human
character.  In  a  world
where many feel lost or
overwhelmed,  the
sc ro l l s  p rov ide  a
structured path to self-
mastery.  They  teach
that  success  is  not
about being perfect but
about  persistent  effort
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and  a  loving  heart. Fur thermore ,  the
scrolls  avoid  the


