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THE MANY FACES
OF MACHINE GUN
KELLY: FROM RAP
REBEL TO ROCK
ICON

W h e n  t h e  n a m e
Machine  Gun  Kelly  is
mentioned,  a  flurry  of
images often comes to
mind:  rapid-fire  lyrics,
a  rebe l l i ous  punk
aesthetic,  high-profile
feuds,  and a dramatic
shift  from  hip-hop  to
pop  punk.  But  what
about  the  label  "The
Gangster"? While not a
traditional  gangster
rapper in the mold of a
Scarface-era  icon,
Colson  Baker—known

worldwide  as  Machine
Gun Kelly—has crafted
a  p e r s o n a  t h a t
embodies  a  modern,
chaotic,  and  deeply
personal version of the
outlaw archetype. This
article  explores  the
multifaceted identity of
Machine Gun Kelly The
Gangster,  dissecting
h i s  j o u r n e y  f r o m
C l e v e l a n d ’ s
underground rap scene
to global rock stardom,
his controversial public
image, and the artistic
evolut ion  that  has
defined  his  career.
Understanding Machine
Gun Kelly The Gangster
r e q u i r e s  l o o k i n g
beyond the tattoos, the
neon  hair ,  and  the

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Machine Gun Kelly The Gangster2022-08-20

tabloid  headlines.  It
requires examining the
pain, the rebellion, the
constant  reinvention,
and the  raw,  unfiltered
emotion that  fuels  his
music.  This  is  not  a
story  of  corner  drug
d e a l s  o r  s t r e e t
empires; it is a story of
surviving  a  broken
childhood,  battling
inner  demons,  and
refusing to play by the
rules  of  any  single
genre.  In  doing  so,
MGK  has  fo rged  a
u n i q u e  p a t h  t h a t
resonates  deeply  with
a generation searching
for  authenticity  in  a
manufactured world.

THE ORIGIN OF
THE OUTLAW:
FROM CLEVELAND
TO THE WORLD

A

Childhood
of Chaos
L o n g  b e f o r e  t h e
stadium  tours  and
plat inum  records,
Colson Baker was a kid
moving  from  city  to
city, raised by a single
father  who  struggled
with  the  instability  of
b e i n g  a  t o u r i n g
m i s s i o n a r y .  T h i s
nomadic  existence
planted  the  seeds  of
anger  and  alienation
that  would  later  define
his  music.  The  name
"Machine  Gun  Kelly"
itself wasn't chosen for
its  glamour;  it  was  a
nickname  earned  for
his  rapid-fire  delivery
d u r i n g  f r e e s t y l e
battles.  But  it  also
carried  an  inherent
edge—a hint of danger
and  unpredictability
that became central to
his brand.
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His early mixtapes, like
Lace  Up  ( 2 0 1 2 ) ,
showcased  a  hungry,
aggressive  rapper
trying to break into an
industry dominated by
established giants. This
w a s  a  y o u n g  m a n
fighting for recognition,
using his manic energy
as  a  weapon.  Th is
period  is  crucial  to
understanding Machine
Gun Kelly The Gangster
because  it  highlights
the scrappy, underdog
mental ity  that  has
never entirely left him,
even as his sound has
e v o l v e d  b e y o n d
recognition.

The
Eminem
Feud and

the
Challenge
to the
Throne
No discussion of MGK's
"gangster"  persona  is
complete  wi thout
addressing the intense
and  very  public  feud
with  Eminem.  The
beef,  which  exploded
in 2018 with Eminem's
Kamikaze  diss  track
"Not  A l ike,"  was  a
p i v o t a l  m o m e n t .
Machine  Gun  Kel ly
responded  with  the
scathing  "Rap  Devil,"
directly  challenging
one  of  the  greatest
rappers of  all  time on
his  home  turf.  While
many  viewed  this  as
career  su ic ide ,  i t
showcased  MGK's
sheer audacity—a core
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trait  of  the  gangster
m e n t a l i t y :  t h e
willingness to stand up
to a bully,  even when
t h e  o d d s  a r e
insurmountable.
Whether  you  believe
he  won  the  battle  or
not,  the  feud  solidified
his  reputation  as  a
provocateur, a modern-
day outlaw who would
not be silenced or put
in  his  place.  It  was  a
raw, visceral display of
defiance  that  earned
him  a  new  wave  of
respect  and  attention,
even  as  it  alienated
purist  hip-hop  fans.
This moment was less
about  lyrical  mastery
and  more  about  the
attitude—the  refusal
to  bow  down.

THE GENRE
CROSSOVER:
REINVENTING THE
GANGSTER

ARCHETYPE

Ditching
Hip-Hop
for Pop
Punk
The most controversial
and  defining  move  of
MGK's  career  was  his
abandonment  of  rap
for  pop  punk.  Albums
like  Tickets  to  My
Downfall  (2020)  and
Mainstream  Sellout
( 2 0 2 2 )  w e r e  n o t
experiments;  they
were  a  full  identity
transformation.  For
many, this was seen as
a betrayal. For MGK, it
was  liberation.  This
shift  is  perhaps  the
most gangster thing he
has ever done: leaving
a genre that made him
famous  because  it  no
longer  served  h is
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artistic  soul.
T h e  g a n g s t e r
archetype  has  always
b e e n  a b o u t
independence  and
b r e a k i n g  r u l e s .
Machine Gun Kelly The
Gangster  in  this  new
era  i s  a  rock  s tar ,
channeling the angst of
B l ink-182  and  the
theatricality  of  early
p u n k .  H e  t r a d e d
hoodies  for  pink  suits
and  skull  motifs,  but
the  core  rebel l ion
remained.  His  lyrics
shifted from battle raps
to  heart-on-sleeve
a n t h e m s  a b o u t
heartbreak,  addiction,
and  suicidal  thoughts.
This  vulnerability  is  a
different  kind  of
strength,  a  punk  rock
vulnerabi l i ty  that
connects  with  millions
who feel like outsiders.

Visual
and
Theatrical
Persona
M G K ' s  v i s u a l
p resenta t ion  has
become a central pillar
o f  h i s  "gangs te r "
identity.  His  heavily
t a t t o o e d  b o d y ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
controversial "Kill + 1"
chest  piece,  his  ever-
changing  hair  colors
from  electric  blue  to
bubblegum  pink,  and
h i s  a n d r o g y n o u s
fashion  sense,  a l l
scream  defiance.  He
refuses  to  conform to
traditional  masculine
stereotypes.  In  the
world  of  Machine Gun
Kelly  The  Gangster,
strength  is  found  in
self-expression,  not  in
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repression.
His  l ive  shows  are
chaot ic ,  cathart ic
events. He stage dives,
screams  raw  emotion,
and often breaks down
c r y i n g  m i d -
performance.  This  is
not the calculated cool
o f  a  t r a d i t i o n a l
gangster  rapper;  it  is
the  unpredictable,
dangerous energy of a
punk  rock  frontman.
He has weaponized his
m e n t a l  h e a l t h
struggles, turning them
into a badge of honor
rather than a source of
shame.  This  modern
gangster  battles  his
own monsters on stage
for the world to see.

THE
CONTROVERSIES
AND THE TRUE
COST OF
REBELLION

Legal
Troubles
and
Public
Meltdown
s
No outlaw narrative is
complete  wi thout
brushes  with  the  law.
MGK has had his share
o f  a r r e s t s ,  f r o m
disorderly  conduct  at
airports  to  a  high-
profile 2021 altercation
with a photographer in
Los  Angeles.  These
incidents contribute to
his bad-boy image, but
they  also  reveal  the
darker  s ide  o f  h i s
persona.  The  l ine
between  performance
and reality often blurs.
When  Machine  Gun
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Kelly  The  Gangster
acts out, is it a cry for
help  or  a  calculated
move  to  maintain  his
edge?
His volatile relationship
with  Megan  Fox  has
been a constant source
of tabloid fodder. Their
intense, public displays
of affection and equally
public  breakdowns
paint  a  picture  of  a
man living on the edge
of  emotional  collapse.
Th is  i s  the  cost  o f
being a gangster in the
m o d e r n
age—everything  is
amplified,  every
mistake  is  scrutinized,
and  the  pressure  to
maintain  the  persona
can be crushing.

Authentic
ity vs.

Gimmick
A common criticism is
that  MGK's  ent i re
persona  is  an  act,  a
carefully  marketed
gimmick  designed  to
sell  records.  He  has
b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f
cultural  appropriation
(for  his  earl ier  rap
style)  and  of  hopping
on  trends  (pop  punk
r e v i v a l ) .  F o r  h i s
detractors,  Machine
Gun Kelly The Gangster
i s  a  c a l c u l a t e d
c h a r a c t e r ,  n o t  a
genu ine  ident i ty .
However,  those  who
follow his work closely
a r g u e  t h a t  h i s
e m o t i o n a l
transparency  proves
otherwise.
The  truth  likely  lies
somewhere  in  the
middle.  Al l  art ists
create  personas.  The
question is whether the
persona serves the art
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or  vice  versa.  MGK's
immense  popularity
suggests  that  h i s
audience  believes  in
his  authenticity.  They
see  a  guy  who  was
bull ied,  who  hated
himself,  who  found
salvation in music and
rebellion.  They  relate
to the chaos. In a world
t h a t  o f t e n  f e e l s
sanitized and fake, his
raw, unfiltered ugliness
is refreshing to many.

THE MUSICAL
LEGACY: WHAT
DOES "THE
GANGSTER"
SOUND LIKE?

A Hybrid
of Genres
Machine Gun Kelly The
Gangster doesn't have
o n e  s o u n d .  H i s
d i s c o g r a p h y  i s  a
p a t c h w o r k  o f

influences:  the
aggression  of  hip-hop,
the melody of pop, the
energy  of  punk,  and
the  introspection  of
e m o .  S o n g s  l i k e
"Bloody Valentine" are
p u r e  p o p  p u n k
perfection, while tracks
l i k e  " P a p e r c u t s "
showcase  a  darker,
more  experimental
side.  His  collaboration
w i th  J e l l y  Ro l l  on
"Lonely  Road"  even
dips  into  country-
infused  rock.  This
genre  fluidity  is  a
modern  gangs te r
trait—refusing  to  be
boxed  in  by  industry
expectations.

The Fans:
The True
Gangster
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Ultimately,  the  title
" T h e  G a n g s t e r "
belongs as much to his
fans  as  to  him.  The
" E S T  G A N G "  ( h i s
fanbase)  is  fiercely
loyal,  often  defending
him  against  criticism
with the same tenacity
he shows in his feuds.
They  have  grown  up
with him, following his
j o u r n e y  f r o m  a
bedroom  rapper  in
Cleveland  to  a  global
rock star. He has given
them permission to be
different, to be broken,
to  be  loud.  In  that
sense,  Machine  Gun
Kelly The Gangster is a
symbol of rebellion for
a generation that feels
disenfranchised  by
traditional success and
societal norms.

CONCLUSION: THE

UNFINISHED
STORY OF AN
OUTLAW

Machine Gun Kelly The
Gangster is a complex,
often  contradictory
figure.  He  is  a  rapper
who  left  hip-hop,  a
troublemaker  with  a
tender heart, a product
of  trauma who turned
h i s  pa in  i n t o  a r t .
Whether you love him
or hate him, his impact
o n  p o p  c u l t u r e  i s
undeniable.  He  has
b lu r red  the  l i nes
b e t w e e n  g e n r e s ,
cha l l enged  t ox i c
mascu l i n i t y ,  and
proven  that  being  an
outlaw  isn't  about
being tough—it's about
being true to yourself,
even  when  the  world
tells you to be quiet.
His  story  is  far  from
over.  As  he  continues
to evolve, one thing is
certain:  Machine  Gun
Kelly The Gangster will
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keep  doing  exactly
what  he  wants,  when
he  wants ,  and  the
audience  will  either

follow or be left behind.
That, in the end, is the
very  definition  of  a
gangster.


