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PADI OPEN WATER
EXAM: YOUR
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO PASSING WITH
CONFIDENCE

Earning  your  PADI
Open  Water  D iver
certification  is  a
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e
milestone  that  opens
t h e  d o o r  t o  t h e
b r e a t h t a k i n g
underwater  world.  For
many  aspiring  divers,
the  prospect  of  the
PADI Open Water Exam
c a n  f e e l  a  l i t t l e
daunting.  You  have
mastered  the  confined
water  skills,  practiced
buoyancy  in  the  pool,

and  felt  the  thrill  of
breathing  underwater.
Now ,  i t  i s  t ime  to
demonstrate  your
understanding  of  dive
t h e o r y .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
everything you need to
know  about  the  PADI
Open  Water  Exam,
from what it covers to
proven  strategies  for
passing  it  on  your  first
attempt.  By  the  time
you finish  reading,  you
wil l  feel  prepared,
informed, and ready to
take  the  next  step
toward  becoming  a
certified  diver  for  life.
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What Is
the PADI
Open
Water

Exam?
The PADI  Open Water
Exam  is  the  final
academic  assessment
you must complete as
par t  o f  your  Open
Water Diver course.  It
is designed to evaluate
your  understanding  of
essential  dive  theory,
sa fe ty  p ro toco ls ,
equipment  knowledge,
a n d  p l a n n i n g
procedures.  The exam
is  no t  a  t r i c k  o r  a
barrier  meant  to  hold
you back. Rather, it is a
safety  checkpoint
ensuring  that  every
certified  diver
p o s s e s s e s  t h e

f o u n d a t i o n a l
knowledge required to
dive  responsibly  and
confidently.
The  exam  typically
consists of  a multiple-
choice format covering
the material presented
in the PADI Open Water
Diver  manual  and the
knowledge reviews you
completed  throughout
the  course.  You  will
take  the  exam  under
the supervision of your
PADI Instructor, who is
there to guide you and
answer any procedural
questions. The exam is
closed-book,  but  you
are allowed to use the
d i v e  t a b l e s  a n d
reference  materials
provided  during  the
course  for  certa in
calculations.
Passing the PADI Open
Water Exam is the final
academic  step  before
you can enjoy the open
water  training  dives
and ultimately  receive
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your  certification  card.
Rest  assured,  with
proper preparation, the
e x a m  i s  v e r y
manageable.

What
Does the
PADI
Open
Water
Exam
Cover?
The  content  of  the
PADI Open Water Exam
is drawn directly  from
the  five  knowledge
development  sections
o f  t h e  P A D I  O p e n
Water  Diver  course.
Understanding  the
scope  of  the  exam is
the  first  step  to

effective  preparation.
Here  is  what  you can
expect to be tested on:

Underwater
Physics and
Physiology:
Questions will
cover basic
principles such
as pressure,
buoyancy, air
consumption,
and how these
affect your body
underwater. You
will need to
understand
concepts like
equalization,
mask clearing,
and the effects of
pressure on air
spaces.
Dive
Equipment: You
will be asked
about the
function, care,
and maintenance
of standard
scuba gear,
including the
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regulator,
buoyancy control
device, tank, and
dive computer.
Expect questions
about how to set
up your
equipment and
perform pre-dive
safety checks.
Dive Planning
and Tables: A
significant
portion of the
exam involves
using the PADI
Recreational
Dive Planner or a
dive computer to
plan no-
decompression
dives. You will
calculate bottom
times, surface
intervals, and
pressure groups.
This is a highly
practical skill
that you will use
on every dive
you make.
Dive

Environment
and Hazards:
You will be
tested on
recognizing and
managing
potential
underwater
hazards such as
currents, marine
life,
entanglement
risks, and
environmental
conditions.
Understanding
the aquatic
environment is
essential for safe
diving.
Emergency
Procedures and
Safety: The
exam assesses
your knowledge
of how to handle
emergency
situations,
including out-of-
air scenarios,
buddy
separation,
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controlled
emergency
swimming
ascents, and
assisting an
exhausted diver
at the surface.
Buddy System
and Dive
Procedures:
You will need to
demonstrate an
understanding of
the buddy
system, pre-dive
briefings,
underwater hand
signals, and the
general flow of a
recreational dive
from entry to
exit.

How to
Prepare
for the

PADI
Open
Water
Exam
Preparation is  the key
to  success.  Do  not
leave  your  studying
until  the  night  before
the  exam.  Instead,
adopt  a  structured
approach  that  allows
y o u  t o  b u i l d
understanding  over
t i m e .  H e r e  a r e
actionable  steps  to
prepare  effectively:

1. COMPLETE ALL
KNOWLEDGE
REVIEWS

The PADI  Open Water
Diver course is divided
into  five  knowledge
development  sections,
each  fol lowed  by  a
knowledge  review.
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These reviews are not
optional  homework.
They are your primary
study  tool.  Complete
each knowledge review
as you go through the
course material. Do not
just  fill  in  the  answers.
T a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o
understand  why  each
answer  is  correct.  If
you  get  a  question
wrong, go back and re-
read that section until
the concept clicks.

2. USE THE PADI
OPEN WATER DIVER
MANUAL AND
ELEARNING

Your  course  materials
are your best resource.
Whether you are using
the physical manual or
the  PADI  eLearning
p la t fo rm,  engage
ac t i ve l y  w i th  the
content.  Highlight  key
terms,  write  notes  in
the  margins,  and  re-
read sections that feel

unclear. The eLearning
plat form  inc ludes
interactive quizzes and
videos  that  reinforce
the  mater ia l  in  an
engaging  way.

3. TAKE PRACTICE
EXAMS

Many dive centers and
online  resources  offer
practice  exams  that
mirror  the format  and
difficulty  of  the  actual
P A D I  O p e n  W a t e r
Exam.  Taking  these
practice  tests  serves
multiple  purposes.
First, it familiarizes you
with the question style
and  time  pressure.
Second,  it  helps  you
identify  areas  where
you need more review.
Third,  it  builds  your
confidence.  Treat  each
practice  exam  as  a
learning  opportunity,
not  just  a  score  to
achieve.
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4. ASK YOUR
INSTRUCTOR

QUESTIONS

Your  PADI  Instructor
has  guided  countless
students  through  this
process.  They  know
which  concepts  are
c o m m o n l y
misunderstood  and
which  topics  appear
f requent ly  on  the
exam. Do not hesitate
to ask questions during
y o u r  c l a s s r o o m
sessions or  in  private.
Instructors  appreciate
engaged students who
want to learn, not just
memorize.

5. MASTER THE
DIVE TABLES

For many students, the
most  challenging  part
of the exam is the dive
table portion. The good
news is  that  the PADI
Recreat ional  Dive
Planner  is  a  logical
system.  Spend  extra

t i m e  p r a c t i c i n g
multiple  scenarios.
Work through problems
involving  single  dives,
repetitive  dives,  and
surface intervals. Once
you  understand  the
logic behind the table,
you  wi l l  be  able  to
answer these questions
quickly and accurately.

6. STUDY WITH A
BUDDY

Forming a study group
with  fellow  students
can  be  inc red ib ly
effective.  Quiz  each
other, explain concepts
out  loud,  and  work
through  dive  planning
problems  together.
Teaching a concept to
someone else is one of
t h e  b e s t  w a y s  t o
so l id i f y  your  own
understanding.
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What to
Expect on

Test Day
K n o w i n g  w h a t  t o
expect  on  the  day  of
your PADI Open Water
E x a m  c a n  r e d u c e
anxiety  and  help  you
perform  at  your  best.
Here is a step-by-step
look at how the exam
typically unfolds:

Location and
Supervision:
The exam is
administered by
your PADI
Instructor at your
dive center or in
a classroom
setting. The
environment is
supportive and
professional.
Time Limit: You
will generally
have a set

amount of time
to complete the
exam, usually
around one hour.
This is generous,
so you should
not feel rushed.
Question
Format: The
exam consists of
multiple-choice
questions. Some
questions will be
straightforward,
while others will
require you to
think critically
about scenarios.
There are no
trick questions,
but careful
reading is
essential.
Dive Table
Section: You will
be provided with
a copy of the
PADI
Recreational
Dive Planner and
a set of dive
planning
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problems. You
may also be
asked to
interpret data
from a dive
computer profile.
Passing Score:
To pass the PADI
Open Water
Exam, you must
achieve a score
of at least 75%. If
you do not pass
on your first
attempt, your
instructor can
provide remedial
training and
allow you to
retake the exam.
This is not a
failure. It is an
opportunity to
strengthen your
knowledge.

Tips for

Passing
the PADI
Open
Water
Exam on
Your First
Try
Whi le  the  exam  is
designed  to  be  fair,
there  are  strategies
that  can  significantly
i m p r o v e  y o u r
p e r f o r m a n c e .
Implement  these  tips
to walk into your exam
with full confidence:

Read Each1.
Question
Twice: Many
mistakes come
from rushing.
Read each
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question
carefully, paying
attention to
words like "not,"
"always," and
"never." Make
sure you
understand
precisely what is
being asked
before you look
at the answer
choices.
Eliminate2.
Clearly Wrong
Answers: If you
are unsure of an
answer, start by
eliminating the
options that are
obviously
incorrect. This
increases your
odds of choosing
the correct
answer from the
remaining
choices.
Trust Your3.
Training: You
have completed
the knowledge

reviews and
practiced the
skills. You know
more than you
think you do.
When in doubt,
rely on your
training and your
understanding of
basic diving
principles.
Show Your4.
Work for Dive
Table
Problems: On
the dive table
portion, write
down the steps
you take. This
helps you track
your logic and
makes it easier
to catch
mistakes. Even if
your final answer
is wrong, your
instructor can
see that you
understand the
process.
Manage Your5.
Time: Do not
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spend too much
time on a single
question. If you
are stuck, mark it
and move on.
You can return to
it at the end if
time permits.
Most students
finish well within
the time limit.
Stay Calm and6.
Breathe:
Remember that
you are in a
supportive
environment.
Your instructor
wants you to
succeed. Take a
deep breath,
focus on one
question at a
time, and
maintain a
positive mindset.

Common

Misconce
ptions
About the
PADI
Open
Water
Exam
Let us clear up a few
myths that  sometimes
cause  unnecessary
worry among students:
Myth 1: The Exam Is
Extremely Difficult.
The PADI  Open Water
E x a m  i s
comprehensive,  but  it
is not designed to be a
gatekeeper.  I f  you
have  studied  your
m a t e r i a l s  a n d
c o m p l e t e d  t h e
knowledge  reviews,
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you are  very  likely  to
pass.  Thousands  of
divers of  all  ages and
backgrounds  pass  this
exam every year.
Myth 2: You Cannot
Use Any References.
Whi le  the  exam  is
closed-book for general
knowledge  questions,
you  are  permitted  to
u s e  t h e  P A D I
Recreat ional  Dive
Planner and sometimes
a  d i v e  c o m p u t e r
simulator. The focus is
o n  a p p l y i n g
k n o w l e d g e ,  n o t
memorizing every fact.
Myth  3:  Failing  the
Exam  Means  You
Cannot  Become  a
Diver.
Failing is not the end of
your  journey.  Your
instructor  will  work
with  you  to  identify
w e a k  a r e a s  a n d
provide  addit ional
instruction.  You  can
retake the exam after
further  preparation.

Many successful divers
n e e d e d  a  s e c o n d
attempt. The only true
failure is giving up.
Myth 4: The Exam Is
A l l  A b o u t
Memorization.
In  reality,  the  exam
e m p h a s i z e s
understanding  and
application.  You  need
t o  c o m p r e h e n d
concepts  so  that  you
c a n  m a k e  s a f e
decisions  underwater.
Rote  memorization
alone  will  not  serve
you  wel l .  Focus  on
understanding the why
behind each answer.

Beyond
the
Exam:
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What
Comes

Next
Passing the PADI Open
W a t e r  E x a m  i s  a
significant
achievement,  but  it  is
not  the  final  step  in
e a r n i n g  y o u r
certification.  After  the
e x a m ,  y o u  w i l l
complete  four  open
water  training  dives
under  the  supervision
of  your  instructor.
These dives are where
y o u  p u t  y o u r
k n o w l e d g e  i n t o
pract ice .  You  wi l l
demonstrate skills  like
buoyancy  control ,
m a s k  c l e a r i n g ,
regulator recovery, and
emergency procedures
in an actual open water
environment.
Once  you  successfully

complete  the  open
water dives, you will be
a  certified  PADI  Open
Water  D iver .  Th is
certification  is
recognized  worldwide
and  never  expires.
With  it,  you  can  rent
equipment,  join  dive
trips,  and  continue
your  diving  education
with advanced courses
s u c h  a s  t h e  P A D I
Advanced Open Water
Diver,  Rescue  Diver,
and  various  specialty
courses.

Frequentl
y Asked
Questions
About the
PADI
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Open
Water

Exam
How long is the PADI
Open Water Exam?
The  exam  typically
contains  50  multiple-
choice  questions  and
takes  about  one  hour
to complete. However,
the  exact  number  of
questions  may  vary
slightly  depending  on
y o u r  r e g i o n  a n d
training  format.
Can I take the exam
online?
The PADI  Open Water
Diver  course  includes
an  eLearning  option
where  you  complete
t h e  k n o w l e d g e
development  online.
However,  the  final
e x a m  i s  u s u a l l y
administered in person
by  your  instructor  to

ensu re  academic
integrity and to provide
immediate feedback.
What  happens  if  I
fail the exam?
If  you do  not  achieve
the  required  passing
score,  your  instructor
will review your results
with you, identify areas
t h a t  n e e d
improvement,  and
provide  addit ional
instruction.  You  can
then retake the exam.
There  is  no  limit  on
how  many  times  you
can  retake  it,  though
your  instructor  may
require  addit ional
study  before  each
attempt.
D o  I  n e e d  t o
memorize  the  dive
tables?
You  do  not  need  to
memorize  the  dive
tables. You will have a
c o p y  o f  t h e  P A D I
Recreat ional  Dive
Planner  during


