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DISCOVERING THE POWER OF
TWO LETTER WORDS THAT END
IN Z

When you think of the English language,
two-letter words might seem like minor
players.  Yet  they often hold  surprising
power,  especially  in  word  games,
puzzles,  and  even  everyday  writing.
Among  the  most  int r igu ing  and
uncommon are those that conclude with
the  letter  Z.  Two letter  words  that
end in Z are rare, exotic, and frequently
misunderstood. Yet they offer a gateway
to  higher  scores  in  Scrabble,  richer
vocabulary,  and a  deeper  appreciation
for  the  quirky  corners  of  English.  This
article  explores  every  aspect  of  these
tiny linguistic gems, from their origins to
their strategic use. Whether you are a
crossword  enthusiast,  a  wordsmith,  or
simply  curious  about  language,  you’ll
discover  why these two-letter  wonders
deserve your attention.

WHAT ARE TWO LETTER WORDS
THAT END IN Z?

At  first  glance,  the  pool  of  two-letter
words  ending  with  the  letter  Z  is
extremely  small.  In  standard  English
dictionaries,  only  a  handful  are  officially
recognized.  However,  in  competitive
word games like Scrabble,  certain lists
expand to include terms borrowed from
other  languages,  slang,  or  technical
jargon.  The  most  commonly  accepted
two letter words that end in Z across

major word lists include:

AZ (variant of "a" in some dialects
or abbreviation for Arizona)
EZ (informal spelling of "easy")
IZ (dialectal contraction of "is")
OZ (abbreviation of ounce; also
the magical land from L. Frank
Baum)

In  some  spec i a l i zed  Sc rabb le
dictionaries,  you  may  also  find  BZ
(abbreviation for "buzzer" in radio code),
CZ (abbreviation for carat or Czech), and
DZ (a Tibetan unit of weight). However,
these  are  less  common  outside  of
advanced  play.  The  core  set  remains
small but mighty.

THE LINGUISTIC ORIGINS OF Z-
ENDING TWO-LETTER WORDS

Why does English have so few two-letter
words ending in Z? The answer lies in
phonetics and orthography. Z is the least
frequently used letter in English, and it
typically  appears  in  longer  words  with
Greek, Italian, or Arabic roots. Two-letter
w o r d s  a r e  o f t e n  d e r i v e d  f r o m
prepositions, pronouns, or abbreviations.
The Z sound is  less  common in these
functional words.
However,  several  two  letter  words
that end in Z come from:

Abbreviations: "OZ" for ounce,
"AZ" for Arizona (postal code),
"BZ" for benzene.
Informal or dialectal English:
"EZ" as a casual spelling of "easy,"
especially in advertising or texting.
"IZ" appears in African American
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Vernacular English (AAVE) or in old
dialect poetry.
Loanwords: Some dictionaries
accept "CZ" from the abbreviation
of "Czechoslovakia" or "cubic
zirconia."

Understanding  these  origins  helps  you
use  the  words  with  confidence.  For
instance,  "OZ"  is  not  just  a  movie
reference;  it's  a  legitimate  unit  of
measurement.  Similarly,  "AZ"  appears
on license plates and postal addresses.
The  history  of  these  tiny  terms  reflects
larger  trends  in  language  evolution.

STRATEGIC VALUE IN WORD
GAMES

Scrabble and
Words With
Friends
In  Scrabble,  every  letter  counts.  The
letter  Z  is  worth  10  points  in  English
Scrabble. When you pair it with a high-
vowel or common consonant, the point
value  multiplies.  Two  letter  words
that end in Z are among the highest-
scoring two-letter words in the game. For
example:

OZ - 11 points (Z=10, O=1)
AZ - 11 points (A=1, Z=10)
EZ - 11 points (E=1, Z=10)
IZ - 11 points (I=1, Z=10)

Compare this to "QI" (11 points) or "ZA"
(11 points, not ending in Z). These words
allow  players  to  offload  a  difficult  Z  tile
while simultaneously creating new words
perpendicularly. Learning them can turn
a  losing  hand  into  a  winning  play.
Advanced  Scrabble  players  memorize

these words as part of their "two-letter
word list."

Crossword
Puzzles
Crossword  constructors  love  using
obscure  letters.  Z  is  a  favorite  for  filling
tight  spaces.  Common crossword clues
for  two letter words that end in Z
include:

"Ounce, abbr." -> OZ
"Arizona, for short" -> AZ
"Easy, in textspeak" -> EZ
"It is, in dialect" -> IZ

Knowing  these  can  help  you  solve
puzzles  faster,  especially  when  you
encounter  a  Z  in  a  corner  or  crossing.

COMMON USAGE AND EXAMPLES
IN SENTENCES

Although  rare,  these  words  appear  in
real-world  contexts.  Here  are  example
sentences  to  illustrate  their  natural
usage:

AZ: "I’m flying from LAX to PHX
via AZ." (using the abbreviation for
Arizona).
EZ: "The instructions said 'EZ
assembly,' but it took hours."
(marketing shorthand for easy).
IZ: "He say he iz coming, but I
don't believe him." (dialectal).
OZ: "Add 8 oz of water to the
mixture." (ounce).

In creative writing, these words can add
flavor.  For  instance,  "OZ"  conjures  the
mag i ca l  l and  and  can  be  used
metaphorically.  "EZ"  feels  modern and
informal. "AZ" is purely utilitarian. Each
serves a different tone.
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FREQUENCY AND RARITY: WHY
THEY MATTER

Statistics from corpora like the Corpus of
Contemporary American English (COCA)
show that two letter words that end
in Z have extremely low frequency. "OZ"
appears most often, primarily due to its
measurement  usage.  "AZ"  appears  in
postal contexts. "EZ" is rarer in formal
text but common in product names. "IZ"
is  the  rarest,  limited  to  transcribed
speech or poetry.
This rarity makes them valuable in word
games  but  a l so  cha l leng ing  to
remember.  Many  casual  players  don't
know they exist,  giving knowledgeable
players an edge.

LEARNING TIPS FOR MASTERING
THESE WORDS

To successfully  incorporate two letter
words that end in Z into your active
vocabulary, try these strategies:

Flashcards: Create a set with the1.
word on one side and definition on
the other. Review daily.
Word Association: Link "AZ" to2.
the state of Arizona, "EZ" to
"easy," "OZ" to "ounce" or "Ozzy
Osbourne," "IZ" to "it is."
Practice in Games: Play online3.
Scrabble against AI and
consciously try to use these words.
Read Aloud: Say sentences4.
containing the words to reinforce
pronunciation.
Use Mnemonics: "OZ" – The5.
Wizard measures in ounces. "EZ" –
Easy peasy. "IZ" – That's what it iz.

With  consistent  practice,  these  words
will become second nature.

CHALLENGES AND
MISCONCEPTIONS

One common misconception is that two
letter words that end in Z are always
valid in every word list. This is false. For
example,  "EZ" is  not  accepted in official
North  American  Scrabble  tournaments
(though it is in some house rules). "IZ" is
accepted only in certain dictionaries like
the  Official  Scrabble  Players  Dictionary
(OSPD)  as  of  2020,  but  not  in  earlier
editions.  Always check the specific word
list for your game.
Another challenge is pronunciation. "AZ"
is pronounced as "ay-zee" or simply the
letters.  "EZ"  is  "ee-zee."  "OZ"  is  "oz"
(rhymes with "was"). "IZ" is "iz" (short i).
Mispronunciation can cause confusion in
verbal contexts.
Additionally, because these words are so
short, they often appear in combination
with other letters to form longer words.
For instance, "OZ" appears in "OZONE"
or  "OZARK."  Learning  these  two-letter
building blocks helps you decode more
complex terms.

CULTURAL AND POP CULTURE
REFERENCES

The  most  famous  three  letters  in  the
world?  "OZ"  certainly  ranks  high.  The
1939  film  The  Wizard  of  Oz  made  the
word  iconic.  Later,  "Oz"  became  the
name  of  a  gritty  HBO  prison  drama.
Music groups like "Ozzy Osbourne" and
the metal band "Oz" keep the word in
public consciousness.
"EZ" appears in brand names: EZ-Pass
toll  systems,  EZ  Bake  oven,  EZ2PLAY.
"AZ" is  less  glamorous but  appears  in
"AZ of..."  book  series.  "IZ"  appears  in
lyrics: "It iz what it iz." These references
make learning the words more engaging.
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EXPANDING YOUR LEXICON:
RELATED WORDS

If you enjoy two letter words that end
in Z, you might also explore:

Three-letter words ending in Z:
e.g., CAZ, COZ, FEZ, FUTZ, HAZ,
etc.
Other high-scoring two-letter
words: QI, ZA, XU, JO, KA, etc.
Words containing Z but starting
with X or J, which are also rare.

Expanding beyond the  core  four  gives
you more options in word games.  The
Official Scrabble Two-Letter List includes
about 100 words, of which only 4-6 end
in Z. That means you're memorizing a
small but powerful set.

EDUCATIONAL VALUE FOR
LANGUAGE LEARNERS

For English as a Second Language (ESL)
learners,  these  words  offer  insight  into
abbreviations and informal English. ESL
students  often  struggle  with  the
difference  between  formal  and  informal
registers.  Teaching  "EZ"  as  a  casual
variant  of  "easy"  demonstrates  how
Eng l i sh  adap ts  i n  t ex t i ng  and
advertising.  Similarly,  "OZ"  as  an
abbreviation  helps  learners  recognize
measurement  units.
Moreover,  mastering  these  words  can
boost  confidence.  They  are  short  and
easy  to  spell,  yet  exotic  enough  to
impress native speakers.

FUTURE OF TWO LETTER WORDS
ENDING IN Z

Language  is  never  static.  New  words
enter  dictionaries  each  year.  With  the
r ise  o f  d ig i ta l  communicat ion ,
abbreviations  like  "EZ"  may  become
standard. Some dictionaries already list
"EZ"  as  an  adjective.  Similarly,  brand
names  like  "AZ"  (Amazon's  cloud
service) could push the abbreviation into
mainstream usage.
Word  game  authorities  periodically
update  their  lists.  In  2022,  the  Official
Scrabble Words list added "OK" but also
considered  adding  "VAX"  and  other
pandemic-related  terms.  It's  possible
that new two letter words that end in
Z will be accepted in the future, such as
"QZ"  (quartz)  or  "XZ"  (a  type  of
compression).  Staying updated through
official  sources  like  Merriam-Webster  or
the  National  Scrabble  Association  is
wise.

CONCLUSION

Two letter words that end in Z may
b e  f e w ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  f a r  f r o m
insignificant. From earning high points in
Scrabble  to  adding  flavor  to  casual
writing, these tiny terms pack a punch.
Understanding their origins, usage, and
strategic  value  gives  you  a  distinct
advantage  whether  you're  playing  a
board  game,  solving  a  crossword,  or
simply expanding your vocabulary. The
key lies in practice and awareness. Next
time you see "AZ," "EZ," "IZ," or "OZ,"
you'll know they are more than random
letters—they are windows into the rich,
ever-evolving  tapestry  of  the  English
language. Embrace them, use them, and
let them add zest to your words.


