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THE ENDURING
APPEAL OF THE
FEATHER AND FAN
COMFORT SHAWL
FREE PATTERN

There  is  something
deeply satisfying about
wrapping yourself in a
handmade  shawl.  The
weight of the yarn, the
rhythm of the needles,
and the gentle drape of
the fabric all contribute
to a sense of  comfort
that  store-bought
accessories  rarely
match.  Among  the
many  stitch  patterns

available  to  knitters,
few  evoke  the  same
s e n s e  o f  o r g a n i c
beauty  and  soothing
repe t i t i on  as  the
feather and fan stitch.
For  those  seeking  a
project  that  is  both
meditative to knit and
luxurious to wear,  the
Feather  And  Fan
Comfort  Shawl  Free
Pattern offers an ideal
starting  point.  This
pattern  combines  a
classic lace motif  with
a  generous,  wrap-
friendly shape, making
it a staple for knitters
of  all  skill  levels  who
w a n t  t o  c r e a t e
s o m e t h i n g  t r u l y
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special.

Understa
nding the
Feather
and Fan
Stitch
The  feather  and  fan
stitch,  also  known  as
O l d  S h a l e ,  i s  a
traditional lace pattern
that dates back to the
19th century. Its name
comes  from  the  way
the  kn i t ted  fabr ic
undulates  in  waves,
resembling  both  the
delicate  barbs  of  a
f e a t h e r  a n d  t h e
scalloped edges of  an
open fan.  The pattern
is  created  through  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
increases  (yarn  overs)
and decreases (knitting
two stitches together),

which  are  worked  in
repeating  sequences
across  the  row.  This
structure  gives  the
fabric a natural stretch
and  a  lovely,  rippling
edge  tha t  d rapes
beautifully  over  the
shoulders.
One of the reasons the
feather  and  fan  stitch
is  so  beloved  is  i ts
forgiving nature. Unlike
some  lace  patterns
that require meticulous
counting  and  lifelines,
feather  and  fan  is
re lat ive ly  easy  to
memorize. The rhythm
of the stitch is intuitive,
and mistakes are often
easily  fixed  without
unraveling  the  entire
row. This  makes it  an
excellent  choice  for
knitters who are new to
lacework, as well as for
experienced  knitters
who  want  a  relaxing,
portable project. When
u s e d  i n  a  s h a w l
pattern,  the  feather
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and fan stitch creates a
f a b r i c  t h a t  i s
lightweight  yet  warm,
with  an  airy  texture
that  feels  luxurious
without  being  heavy.

WHY A COMFORT
SHAWL?

A  comfort  shawl  is
more  than  jus t  an
accesso ry ;  i t  i s  a
wearable  hug.  The
term  "comfort  shawl"
often refers to a shawl
that  is  generously
sized, soft to the touch,
and  designed  to  be
wrapped  around  the
shoulders  for  warmth
and  coziness.  Unlike
dramatic  triangular
shawls or formal stoles,
a  comfort  shawl  is
meant  for  everyday
wear. It  is the kind of
project  you  reach  for
on  a  chilly  evening,
while  reading  a  book,
or  when  you  simply
want to feel enveloped
in softness.

The Feather And Fan
Comfort  Shawl  Free
Pattern embodies this
spirit  perfectly.  Its
construction is typically
simple:  a  rectangular
or gently shaped piece
that  is  worked  from
end to end or from the
top down. The feather
and fan stitch adds just
enough  visual  interest
to  keep  the  knitting
engaging,  while  the
overall  shape  ensures
that  the  finished  shawl
is practical and easy to
w e a r .  M a n y  f r e e
patterns for this shawl
are  designed  to  be
customizable,  allowing
you to adjust the width
and length to suit your
preferences.  Whether
you  prefer  a  petite
wrap  or  a  generous
blanket-like shawl,  the
basic  stitch  pattern
adapts  beautifully.
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Key
Features
of a Well-
Designed
Free

Pattern
When  searching  for  a
Feather  And  Fan
Comfort  Shawl  Free
Pattern,  there  are
several  features  that
dist inguish  a  well-
written pattern from a
frustrating one. A good
pattern  will  include
clear  instructions  for
the  stitch  pattern,
often  accompanied  by
a chart or written row-
by-row  directions.  It
will  also  specify  the
yarn  weight,  needle
s i z e ,  a n d  g a u g e ,
ensuring  that  your

finished shawl matches
t h e  i n t e n d e d
dimensions.  Look  for
patterns  that  include
tips for blocking, as the
feather  and  fan  stitch
truly  comes  to  l i fe
when gently  stretched
and pinned into shape.
Blocking opens up the
lace  pattern,  allowing
the waves to settle into
their  characteristic
scalloped  edges.

YARN AND
MATERIALS FOR
YOUR FEATHER
AND FAN SHAWL

Choosing the right yarn
i s  e s sen t i a l  f o r  a
successful  comfort
s h a w l .  S i n c e  t h e
feather  and  fan  stitch
is  a  lace  pattern,  it
benefits  from  yarns
that  have  good  stitch
definition  and  a  soft,
drapey hand. Fingering
weight or sport weight
yarns  are  popular
choices, as they create
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a  lightweight  fabric
that is perfect for year-
round  wear.  However,
a worsted weight yarn
c a n  a l s o  w o r k
beautifully if you want
a thicker, cozier shawl.
The key is to select a
y a r n  t h a t  f e e l s
comfortable  against
the  skin,  especially  if
you  plan  to  wear  the
shawl directly on your
neck or shoulders.

Recomm
ended
Yarn
Types

Merino wool:
Soft, warm, and
breathable,
merino is a
classic choice for
comfort shawls.
It blocks well and
holds its shape

beautifully.
Alpaca: Known
for its incredible
softness and
halo, alpaca adds
a luxurious feel.
It is warmer than
wool and drapes
beautifully.
Cotton or
bamboo
blends: For a
lighter, warmer-
weather shawl,
plant-based
fibers offer a
cool, smooth
texture that still
shows off the
stitch pattern.
Silk blends:
Adding silk to the
fiber mix gives
the shawl a
subtle sheen and
a fluid drape that
is perfect for
lace.

For  a  typical  comfort
shawl,  you  will  need
approximately  400  to
600  yards  of  yarn,
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depend ing  on  the
desired  size  and  yarn
weight .  Many  f ree
p a t t e r n s  i n c l u d e
yardage  estimates,  so
be  sure  to  check  the
pattern  details  before
purchasing  your  yarn.
Needles  should  be
chosen  to  match  the
yarn  weight,  usually
ranging  from US 6  to
U S  9  f o r  w o r s t e d
weight, or US 3 to US 5
for  fingering  weight.  A
circular needle is often
recommended,  even
fo r  a  rec tangu la r
shawl,  as  it  holds  a
l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f
stitches comfortably.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO
KNITTING THE
SHAWL

While every pattern is
slightly  different,  most
Feather  And  Fan
Comfort  Shawl  Free
Pattern designs follow
a  similar  structure.

Below  is  a  general
overview of how such a
shawl  i s  typ ica l ly
constructed. This guide
i s  m e a n t  t o
s u p p l e m e n t ,  n o t
replace,  the  specific
pattern  you  choose.
Always  read  through
the  ent ire  pattern
before  casting  on.

Gauge
and
Swatchin
g
Before you begin, it is
wise  to  knit  a  gauge
swatch  in  the  feather
and  fan  stitch.  While
stockinette  gauge  is
sometimes  provided,
the stitch pattern itself
has a different tension.
C a s t  o n  e n o u g h
stitches  to  work  at
least one full repeat of
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the pattern plus a few
edge  stitches.  Block
your  swatch  before
measuring,  as  lace
p a t t e r n s  e x p a n d
significantly  with
blocking.  Adjust  your
n e e d l e  s i z e  i f
necessary to match the
recommended  gauge.
This step ensures that
your finished shawl will
be the size you expect
and that the fabric will
have the correct drape.

Casting
On and
Edges
Most  comfort  shawl
patterns  begin  with  a
simple cast on, such as
the long-tail or knitted
cast on. The edges are
often  worked  with  a
few  stitches  in  garter
stitch or seed stitch to
prevent  curling.  These

selvedge  st i tches
create  a  neat,  stable
border that frames the
l a c e  p a t t e r n
beautifully.  When  you
work  the  feather  and
f a n  p a t t e r n ,  t h e
selvedge  stitches  are
typically  maintained
throughout  the  shawl,
so  be  sure  to  mark
t h e m  w i t h  s t i t c h
markers  if  needed.

Working
the
Feather
and Fan
Pattern
The  feather  and  fan
pattern  is  usual ly
worked  in  rows,  with
the  r ight  s ide  and
w r o n g  s i d e  r o w s
alternating.  A  typical
repeat  might  look
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something like this:

Row 1 (RS): Knit1.
all stitches (or
work selvedge
stitches as
directed).
Row 2 (WS):2.
Purl all stitches
(or as directed).
Row 3 (RS):3.
*K2tog three
times, (yo, k1)
six times, k2tog
three times*,
repeat across.
Row 4 (WS):4.
Purl all stitches.

This  sequence creates
the  character ist ic
wave. The decreases at
the beginning and end
of each repeat pull the
fabric inward, while the
yarn  overs  create  the
fan-like openings. Over
several rows, the fabric
develops  its  signature
scalloped edge. As you
knit,  you  will  notice
t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n
creates  a  natura l

rhythm.  Many  knitters
find  themselves
m e m o r i z i n g  t h e
repeats after just a few
rows ,  mak ing  the
p r o j e c t  i d e a l  f o r
knitting while watching
television or traveling.

Increasin
g and
Shaping
Some  shawl  patterns
a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r ,
meaning  you  simply
work the pattern until
you reach the desired
length,  then  bind  off.
Others  may  include
increases  to  create  a
crescent  or  triangular
shape.  If  your  pattern
includes  shaping,  pay
close  attent ion  to
where  the  increases
are  placed.  Often,
increases  are  worked
at the edges or within
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the  selvedge  stitches
t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e
integrity  of  the  lace
pattern.  Increasing
gradually ensures that
the waves continue to
flow  evenly  across  the
fabric.

Binding
Off
W h e n  y o u  h a v e
reached  the  desired
length,  it  is  time  to
bind  off.  A  stretchy
bind off is  essential  for
lace  patterns,  as  a
tight  bind  off  will
prevent  the  scalloped
edges  from  opening
properly.  The  Jenny's
Surprisingly  Stretchy
Bind  Off or  a  lace  bind
off  using  yarn  overs
between  stitches  are
both excellent choices.
Alternatively,  you  can
use  a  needle  one  or
two  sizes  larger  than
your  main  needle  to

bind  off  loosely.  Take
your  time  with  this
s t e p ,  a s  a  w e l l -
executed  bind  off
ensures  that  your
s h a w l  w i l l  b l o c k
beautiful ly.

BLOCKING YOUR
FEATHER AND FAN
SHAWL

Blocking  is  arguably
t h e  m o s t
transformative  step  in
knitting  a  lace  shawl.
Before  blocking,  the
feather and fan pattern
may look bunched and
unimpressive.  After
blocking,  the  stitches
open  up,  the  waves
become  defined,  and
the  scalloped  edges
relax  into  their  final
shape.  To  block  your
s h a w l ,  s o a k  i t  i n
lukewarm water with a
small amount of gentle
wool wash for about 20
m i n u t e s .  G e n t l y
squeeze out the excess
water without wringing,
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then roll the shawl in a
t o w e l  t o  r e m o v e
additional  moisture.
Lay the shawl flat on a
b lock ing  mat  and
gently  stretch  it  into
shape,  pinning  the
scalloped  edges  to
create  even  points.
Allow the shawl to dry
completely  before
removing  the  pins.
Proper  blocking  not
only  enhances  the
beauty  of  the  stitch
p a t t e r n  b u t  a l s o
softens the fabric  and
evens out any tension
inconsistencies.  It  is  a
step that should never
be  skipped,  especially
for lace projects. Once
blocked,  your  comfort
shawl will  be ready to
wear or gift.

CUSTOMIZATION
IDEAS

One  o f  the  joys  o f
w o r k i n g  f r o m  a
Feather  And  Fan
Comfort  Shawl  Free

P a t t e r n  i s  t h e
opportunity to make it
your  own.  Here  are  a
few ways to customize
your shawl:

Adjust the size:
Work additional
repeats of the
feather and fan
pattern to make
a longer or wider
shawl. Keep
track of your
yarn usage to
ensure you have
enough to finish.
Add a border: A
simple crochet
edge or an i-cord
bind off can give
your shawl a
polished finish.
You can also
work a few rows
of garter stitch at
the end for a
clean, modern
look.
Change the
yarn: Try a
gradient or hand-
dyed yarn to add
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depth and
interest to the
stitch pattern.
Variegated yarns
can create
beautiful color
shifts as the
waves ripple
across the fabric.
Combine
stitches: For a
more complex
design, alternate
sections of
feather and fan
with stockinette
or garter stitch
stripes. This
creates a
rhythmic pattern
that highlights
the lace.
Add fringe: A
simple fringe
along the short
edges adds
movement and a
bohemian touch
to the shawl.
Fringe can be
added before or
after blocking.

CARING FOR YOUR
HANDMADE
SHAWL

To  keep  your  feather
and fan comfort shawl
looking its best, proper
care is essential. Hand
washing  is  a lways
recommended for lace
shawls,  especial ly
those made from wool
or  other  animal  fibers.
Use  a  mild  detergent
designed for delicates,
and avoid agitating the
fabric.  After  washing,
reshape  the  shawl
while damp and lay it
flat  to  dry.  Store  your
shaw l  f o l ded  i n  a
drawer  or  hung  on  a
padded  hanger,  away
from  direct  sunlight
a n d  m o t h s .  W i t h
proper  care ,  your
shawl  will  remain  a
cherished  accessory
for  years  to  come.

CONCLUSION

The Feather And Fan
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Comfort  Shawl  Free Pattern is a wonderful
project for knitters


