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INTRODUCTION: THE SKETCH THAT CHANGED
COMEDY FOREVER

In the annals of comedy, few names echo as loudly as Monty
Python. Their surreal, irreverent, and intellectually anarchic brand
of humour reshaped what audiences expected from comedy.
Among their many works, one film stands as both a gateway and
a milestone: Monty Python and Now for Something
Completely Different. Released in 1971, this compilation film
was the troupe’s first cinematic venture, designed to introduce
their unique style to an American audience that had not yet seen
the legendary BBC television series Monty Python’s Flying Circus.
But far from being a simple retread of old material, the film
became a cultural artifact in its own right—a perfectly packaged
sampler of some of the most brilliant, bizarre, and beloved
sketches ever written.

To understand the enduring appeal of this film, one must look
beyond the punchlines. Monty Python and Now for
Something Completely Different is not just a collection of
gags; it is a statement. It announces that comedy can be
unpredictable, intellectual, and utterly silly all at once. It dares to
break the fourth wall, to mock authority, and to find humour in
the mundane. For those encountering Python for the first time,
this film serves as an ideal starting point. For longtime fans, it is a
nostalgic treasure chest of classic moments. This article explores
the film’s origins, its most iconic sketches, its place in the Python
canon, and why, decades later, it remains something completely
different.

THE GENESIS OF A COMEDY REVOLUTION

From BBC to Big Screen

Monty Python’s rise was nothing short of meteoric. After two
successful series of Monty Python’s Flying Circus on British
television, the group—Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry
Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones, and Michael Palin—had built a cult
following in the UK. However, across the Atlantic, the show was
virtually unknown. American television networks were hesitant to
air such unconventional content. Enter the film. Produced by a
small independent company, Monty Python and Now for
Something Completely Different was conceived as a vehicle
to break into the US market. The plan was simple: re-record and
re-film many of the best sketches from the first two series, using
improved production values and tighter pacing. The result was a
theatrical release that preserved the spirit of the original while
tailoring it for a new audience.

A Risky but Brilliant

Strateqgy

It is important to note that the film was not a direct compilation
of existing episodes. Instead, the Pythons went back into the
studio to recreate the sketches, allowing for refinements in
performance and camera work. This decision gave the film a
cohesive visual style while retaining the raw energy of the
television shows. The title itself—Monty Python and Now for
Something Completely Different—was a meta-reference to a
catchphrase used repeatedly in the series, signalling that viewers
should expect the unexpected. It was a promise the film kept in
every scene.

WHAT MAKES “AND NOW FOR SOMETHING
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT” UNIQUE?

A Compilation with a
Purpose

Unlike later Python films such as Monty Python and the Holy Grail
or Life of Brian, this film has no overarching narrative. It is a
sketch-based anthology, each segment a self-contained comedic
gem. Yet the lack of a plot is not a weakness. Instead, it allows
the audience to experience the full range of Python’s genius in
just 88 minutes. From absurdist dialogues to animated interludes
by Terry Gilliam, the film showcases every flavour of Python
humour. For first-time viewers, it is an efficient immersion; for
purists, it is a greatest-hits album that never gets old.

Who Is It For?

The film was marketed as an introduction to Python for American
audiences who might be bewildered by the television series’
British cultural references. However, its appeal has proven
universal. The sketches rely less on specific British knowledge
and more on universal absurdities—bureaucracy, religion, social
pretension, and the human condition. This timeless quality
ensures that Monty Python and Now for Something
Completely Different remains accessible to new generations of
comedy lovers around the world.

ICONIC SKETCHES FEATURED IN THE FILM

The film includes many of the sketches that would go on to
become Python classics. Below is a selection of the most
memorable, each representing a different aspect of the troupe’s
genius.

e The Dead Parrot Sketch - A customer (John Cleese) tries
to return a dead parrot to a pet shop owner (Michael Palin).
The escalating argument over whether the parrot is “pining
for the fjords” or simply deceased is a masterpiece of
verbal comedy and logical absurdity.

e The Lumberjack Song - A man (Michael Palin) confesses
his deepest desires while his barber shop quartet backing
singers grow increasingly concerned. The contrast between
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the macho lumberjack fantasy and the man’s true nature is
both hilarious and strangely touching.

e The Spanish Inquisition - Nobody expects them! This
sketch features three inept inquisitors repeatedly bursting
into scenes, only to fail spectacularly at instilling fear. It is a
perfect satire of historical grandiosity and theatrical
anticlimax.

e Upper Class Twit of the Year - A mock sporting event in
which inbred aristocrats attempt simple tasks like walking
across a field. It skewers class privilege with joyful cruelty.

¢ The Ministry of Silly Walks - John Cleese portrays a civil
servant whose absurdly exaggerated gait is taken deadly
seriously. This sketch is a brilliant critique of bureaucratic
inertia and the pointless rituals of government.

e Gumby Brain Surgery - A surgeon with a bizarre speech
impediment performs operations with crude tools. The
sketch pushes the boundaries of good taste while
remaining utterly clever.

* How to Feed a Lion - A lesson in storytelling where the
narrator’s instructions go terrifyingly wrong. This sketch
demonstrates Python’s ability to build tension through
deadpan delivery.

Each of these sketches, and many others in the film, showcases a
distinct comedic voice. Together they create a portrait of a group
unafraid to experiment with form, language, and taboo.

THE FILM’S LEGACY AND CULTURAL IMPACT

Breaking into America

While Monty Python and Now for Something Completely
Different was not an immediate box office blockbuster upon its
initial US release, it gradually built a cult following through
midnight screenings and college campus showings. This
grassroots momentum paved the way for the television series to
eventually air on American public broadcasting, and later for the
Pythons’ major film successes. In many ways, this film is the
foundation upon which Python’s American fanbase was built. It
demonstrated that a comedy group could thrive without
compromise, and that audiences were hungry for something
smarter and stranger than what mainstream entertainment
offered.

Influence on Future
Comedy

The impact of the sketches in this film can be seen across
generations of comedians. From the surrealism of The Kids in the
Hall to the sketch-based comedy of Saturday Night Live and
beyond, Python’'s fingerprints are everywhere. The film’'s

willingness to break narrative conventions, mix animation with
live action, and satirize everything from religion to government
service inspired countless performers. It is no exaggeration to say
that Monty Python and Now for Something Completely
Different helped redefine what sketch comedy could be.

WHY IT STILL RESONATES TODAY

Timeless Themes, Timeless
Laughter

One might worry that a comedy film from 1971 would feel dated.
Yet the humour in Monty Python and Now for Something
Completely Different remains remarkably fresh. The reasons
are twofold. First, the sketches are not reliant on hot-button
current events but on eternal human foibles—greed, pride,
stupidity, and the absurdity of authority. Second, the Pythons
wrote with a layered intelligence that rewards repeated viewing.
A joke about a dead parrot is funny on the surface, but it also
functions as a commentary on language, logic, and business
ethics. This depth ensures that the film remains intellectually
satisfying, even as it makes you laugh out loud.

A Gateway to Deeper
Python

For many fans, this film is the entry point into the full Monty
Python universe. After watching it, viewers often seek out the
television series, the other films, and the solo projects of the
members. In this sense, Monty Python and Now for
Something Completely Different is not just a film—it is an
introduction to a whole philosophy of humour. It teaches us that
comedy can be anarchic without being mean, intelligent without
being pretentious, and silly without being stupid.

CONCLUSION: SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT,
FOREVER

Monty Python’s first film remains a cornerstone of comedic art.
Monty Python and Now for Something Completely
Different is more than a collection of sketches; it is a statement
of intent, a cultural bridge, and a timeless source of laughter. Its
sketches have entered the lexicon of popular culture, quoted by
everyone from schoolchildren to world leaders. The film proves
that truly great comedy transcends its era, continuing to delight
new audiences generation after generation. Whether you are a
lifelong Python fan or a curious newcomer, this film offers
something genuinely different—and that is something worth
celebrating.
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