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Few children's books
have touched the
hearts of readers
across generations as
deeply as The
Velveteen Rabbit.
Originally published in
1922 by George H.
Doran Company in New
York and by
Heinemann in London,
this timeless story of a
stuffed rabbit's quest
to become real through

love has become a
beloved staple of
childhood literature.
For collectors, parents,
and literary
enthusiasts, The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition holds
a special place. This is

not just another
reprint; it is the
authentic, first-edition

version that introduced
Margery Williams's
poignant prose and
William Nicholson's
evocative illustrations
to the world. In this
article, we will explore
the history, artistry,
themes, and lasting
appeal of the original


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

edition, while also
discussing why this
particular version
remains so cherished
among book lovers and
why its legacy
continues to resonate.

THE BIRTH OF A
MASTERPIECE:
AUTHOR AND
ILLUSTRATOR

Margery
Williams
Bianco:
The
Woman
Behind
the Story

Margery Williams was
born in London in 1881
and spent much of her

childhood immersed in
books and imaginative
play. After her father's
death, the family
moved to the United
States, where Williams
began writing fiction
for adults. However, it
was not until the early
1920s, after the death
of her own mother and
during a period of deep
reflection, that she
turned to children's
literature. The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition was
her first and most
celebrated children's
book. Williams drew
upon her observations
of her two children's
attachment to their
toys, particularly a
stuffed rabbit that had
been passed down. The
story emerged from a
desire to articulate the
profound emotional
bond between a child
and a beloved toy, and
to explore the idea that

2 The Velveteen Rabbit Original

2025-08-04

Edition



The Velveteen Rabbit Original Edition 3

love can transform
even the most ordinary
object into something
extraordinary.

William
Nicholson
: The
Artist
Who
Brought
the
Rabbit to
Life

The original edition of
the book is equally
famous for its
illustrations by William
Nicholson. A highly
regarded painter,

printmaker, and stage
designer, Nicholson
was already known for
his  bold, simplified
style and his ability to
capture character with
minimal lines. For The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition, he
created a series of
black-and-white line
drawings and three
full-color plates that
are now iconic. The
soft, almost
melancholic quality of
his work perfectly
matches the gentle,
bittersweet tone of
Williams's narrative.
Nicholson's rabbit, with
its sagging ears and
slightly worn
appearance, embodies
the very essence of the
story's central theme:
that imperfection and
wear are signs of being
truly loved. The
collaboration between
author and illustrator
was serendipitous;



Williams's words and
Nicholson's images
together form a
seamless artistic whole
that has never been
surpassed.

STORY SUMMARY:
A JOURNEY FROM
TOY TO REAL

The narrative of The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition is
deceptively simple. A
boy receives a plush
rabbit as a Christmas
gift, but the toy is soon
forgotten among more
exciting presents. Over
time, however, the
rabbit becomes the
boy's constant
companion. Through
the boy's unwavering
love, the rabbit begins
to suspect that he
might be becoming
"real." The wise old
Skin Horse, a
weathered toy in the
nursery, explains to
the rabbit that

becoming real is a slow
process that happens
only when a toy is truly
loved for a very long
time—not because of
how it looks, but
because of the love it
has received. The
rabbit's journey is both
physical and spiritual:
he grows shabbier,
loses his whiskers, and
his stitching comes
undone, yet he also
becomes more alive
inside. When the boy
falls ill with scarlet
fever, the rabbit stays
by his side through the
darkest days, only to
be discarded afterward
because the doctor
orders all the boy's
bedding and toys to be
burned to prevent
reinfection. But the
story does not end in
tragedy. In the garden,
the Velveteen Rabbit
sheds a tear, and a
fairy appears,
transforming him into a
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real rabbit who can
hop and play with
others. The final image
of the rabbit, now real,
occasionally visiting
the boy from the
woods offers a
message of hope and
eternal love.

This narrative
resonates because it
captures universal
experiences: the
comfort of a cherished
object, the pain of loss,
and the transformative
power of devotion. The
story does not shy
away from the reality
that love often involves
wear and tear, yet it
celebrates the beauty
that emerges from that
process.

WHY THE
ORIGINAL EDITION
STANDS APART

Authentic
ity of
First-
Edition
Publishin
g

For book collectors and
literary historians, The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition is a
tangible piece of
history. The first
edition, published in
1922, has distinct
characteristics: the
title page lists "George
H. Doran Company"
(with the phrase
"Printed in the United
States of America"),
the dust jacket
features a vignette of
the rabbit in the
nursery, and the



illustrations include the
three color plates on
coated paper. The
binding is typically a
dark blue cloth with
gold lettering and a
small rabbit embossed
on the cover. These
physical details mark a
time when children's
books were crafted
with care, using quality
paper and durable
materials. The original
edition is scarce, and
as a result, it
commands high prices
at auction—often
several thousand
dollars for a copy in
good condition with the
original dust jacket.
Beyond monetary
value, owning a first
edition connects one
directly to the moment
of the book's creation,
offering a  sensory
experience of the past.

lllustratio
ns in
Their Full
Glory

One of the most
compelling reasons to
seek out The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition is to
experience William
Nicholson's illustrations
as they were intended.
In later reprints, the
images were often
reduced in size,
cropped, or reproduced
in inferior color. Some
versions eliminated the
color plates entirely,
replacing them with
single-color drawings.
The original edition
presents Nicholson's
work with clarity and
fidelity. The soft green,
pink, and brown tones
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of the color
plates—such as the
image of the rabbit
sitting among the
nursery's toys or the
final scene with the
fairy in the
garden—are delicate
and nuanced. The
black-and-white line
drawings, which
appear on nearly every
page, have a purity of
line that later offset
printing sometimes
blurred. For readers
who value the visual
narrative as much as
the written one, the
original edition is an
artistic treasure.

The Text
as First
Written

Another important
aspect is the text itself.
Over the decades, The

Velveteen Rabbit has

been abridged,
adapted, and
modernized. The
original edition
preserves Margery
Williams's original
phrasing, which

includes slightly more
mature vocabulary and
a formal yet intimate
tone that some modern
adaptations have
simplified. For
instance, the original
passage from the Skin
Horse is longer and
more reflective than in

many abbreviated
versions. Williams's
subtle use of

metaphors and her
careful pacing are best
appreciated in the
unabridged text. The
original edition is the
purest expression of
the author's voice,
unaltered by editorial
interventions.




TRANSCEND TIME

Realness
Through

Love and
Vulnerabi

lity

At its core, The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition is a
meditation on what it
means to be real. The
Skin Horse tells the
rabbit: "When a child
loves you for a long,
long time, not just to
play with, but REALLY
loves you, then you
become Real." This
idea challenges the
notion that reality is
defined by physical
materiality or
perfection. Instead,

realness iSTHEMES A'HAT

achieved
through relationship
and  sacrifice.  The
rabbit becomes real by
allowing himself to be
worn, dirty, and
ultimately, to be
thrown away. This
theme speaks to
children and adults
alike: love requires
vulnerability, and true
connection often
involves pain, but it
also yields
transformation. The
story validates the
emotions of anyone
who has ever loved a
toy, a pet, or another
person deeply enough
to become intertwined
with their wellbeing.

The Cycle
of Life

being
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and Loss

The story does not shy
away from the reality
that love can lead to
loss. The rabbit is
burned because of the
boy's illness, a moment
that is genuinely sad.
But the narrative offers
a fantasy resolution:
the fairy grants the
rabbit a new life as a
real rabbit. This ending
can be seen as a
metaphor for how love
persists even when a
beloved object or
person is gone. For a
child experiencing grief
for the first time, the
story provides a gentle
framework—that love
does not end, but
transforms. The
original edition's
poignant illustrations of
the rabbit in the
bonfire scene reinforce
this emotional depth.

Class and
Materialis
m

Interestingly, the story
also contains subtle
social commentary.
The boy's nursery is
filled with new,
expensive toys that the
narrator describes as
"modern" and "tin."
The Velveteen Rabbit
is old-fashioned, plain,
and hand-stitched. Yet
it is the simple, well-
worn rabbit that
ultimately becomes
real—not the shiny
mechanical toys. This
can be read as a
critigue of the
materialistic culture of
the 1920s, and it
remains relevant
today. The Velveteen
Rabbit Original
Edition champions the
handmade, the



imperfect, and the
sentimental over the
disposable and the
new.

CULTURAL IMPACT
AND LEGACY

From
Book to
Beloved
lcon

Since its publication,
The Velveteen
Rabbit Original
Edition has never
been out of print. It has
been translated into
numerous languages
and adapted into stage
plays, animated
television specials, a
ballet, and even an
opera. The most
famous television
adaptation is the 1985
animated film,

narrated by Meryl
Streep, which
introduced the story to
a new generation.
Additionally, the
phrase "velveteen
rabbit" has entered the
cultural lexicon as a
metaphor for anything
that becomes
cherished through use
and love. The original

edition, however,
remains the gold
standard. It s

frequently cited as one
of the best children's
books of all time by
organizations such as
the National Education
Association and the
New York Public
Library.

Collecting
the
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For bibliophiles,
hunting down a copy of
The Velveteen
Rabbit Original
Edition is a rewarding
challenge. First
editions are not only
scarce but also
extremely fragile, as
the paper and binding
have aged over a
century. A well-
preserved copy with
the original dust jacket
can fetch upwards of
$10,000 at auctions.
Many collectors focus
on the first American
or first British edition
(the British edition was
published by William
Heinemann with a
slightly different
binding). Reprints from
the 1920s and 1930s
also hold value,
especially if they still
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When evaluating a
copy, collectors look
for complete pages,
intact color plates, and
clear imprint of the
publisher. Some
modern facsimiles
have been released
that mimic the look of
the original edition, but
purists argue that
nothing compares to
the tactile experience
of a vintage book.

HOW TO
EXPERIENCE THE
ORIGINAL EDITION
TODAY

If you cannot afford a
first edition, there are
still ways to experience
the magic of The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition.
Many libraries hold first
editions in their special
collections; a visit to a
university library might
allow you to see the



original book in person.
Alternatively, high-
quality facsimile
editions are available
from publishers like
Simon & Schuster or
the original publisher's
successors. The Project
Gutenberg and Internet
Archive  also  offer
digitized versions of
the first edition,
complete with the
original illustrations,
which can be read
online for free. While
digital lacks the tactile
pleasure of paper, it
provides access to the
unaltered text and
artwork.

CONCLUSION: WHY
THE ORIGINAL
STILL MATTERS

In an era of mass-
produced
entertainment and
ever-shortening
attention spans, The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition
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stands as a quiet
testament to the power
of simplicity, love, and
authenticity. The
original edition invites
readers to slow down,
to appreciate the
craftsmanship of both
writing and illustration,
and to reflect on what
it means to become
real in a world that
often prizes the new
over the cherished.
Whether you are a
parent reading to a
child, a collector
seeking a rare
treasure, or a student
of literature, the
original edition offers
an experience
unmatched by any
later version. It is a

book that, like the
Velveteen Rabbit itself,
becomes more

beautiful with each
reading—its seams
loosening, its pages
softening, and its truth
sinking ever deeper
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into the heart.

If you have not yet
encountered The
Velveteen Rabbit
Original Edition, seek
it out. Let the magic of
Margery Williams's
words and William
Nicholson's art remind
you that the most real
things in life are often
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those that have been
loved until they are
worn through. And if
you already know the
story, perhaps it is
time to revisit the
original—to rediscover
the rabbit who taught
us that love is the only
thing that can make us
truly real.



