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DISCOVERING THE BEAUTY OF
AMAZING GRACE ON THE
RECORDER

Playing the recorder is a wonderful way
to begin a musical journey. Its simple
design and accessible fingering make it
a perfect first instrument for children
and adults alike. Among the vast
repertoire of songs available for
beginners, few are as universally
beloved and emotionally resonant as
"Amazing Grace." This timeless hymn,
with its powerful message of redemption
and hope, translates beautifully to the
sweet, clear tones of the recorder. This
article will provide you with everything
you need to play the Amazing Grace
letter notes on recorder, from the
complete melody to tips for mastering its
phrasing and expression. Whether you
are a complete beginner picking up a
recorder for the first time or a parent
helping a child learn, these recorder
notes for Amazing Grace will open the
door to a deeply rewarding musical
experience.

WHY AMAZING GRACE IS A
PERFECT SONG FOR RECORDER
BEGINNERS

The melody of "Amazing Grace" is both
simple and profound. It moves stepwise,
meaning most of the notes are close to
each other on the scale, which is ideal

for players who are still developing their
finger coordination. The range of the
melody fits comfortably within the
standard soprano recorder's range,
requiring only a few notes. This makes
the Amazing Grace recorder notes
accessible without overwhelming a new
player. Furthermore, the song's slow,
dignified tempo allows beginners to
focus on breath control and clean
transitions between notes. The
emotional weight of the music also
encourages musicality from the very
start, teaching players that even simple
notes can convey deep feeling. Learning
this hymn builds confidence and
provides a solid foundation for tackling
more complex pieces later on.

UNDERSTANDING RECORDER
FINGERING BASICS

Before we dive into the tutorial for
Amazing Grace on the recorder, let
us briefly review the fundamental
fingerings you will need. The soprano
recorder, which is the most common
type used in schools and for beginners,
is typically played with the left hand
covering the top three holes and the
right hand covering the lower four holes.
Each hole, when covered completely,
produces a specific note. For the melody
of "Amazing Grace," you will primarily
use the notes B, A, G, high D, and high E.
Mastering the transition between these
notes is the key to playing the song
fluently. Practice covering each hole with
the pad of your finger, not the tip, to


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

ensure a complete seal and a clear tone.
A hissing or airy sound usually indicates
a leak somewhere in your finger
placement.

COMPLETE AMAZING GRACE
LETTER NOTES ON RECORDER

Here are the Amazing Grace letter
notes for recorder, broken down
phrase by phrase. The notes are written
using the standard letter naming system
(A, B, C, D, E, F, G). On a standard
soprano recorder, an apostrophe (') after
a note indicates that it is a higher octave
note. For example, D' is a high D.
Practice each line slowly before trying to
play the entire song. Remember that the
rhythm is as important as the notes.
"Amazing Grace" is traditionally played
in 3/4 time, which means you feel it in
groups of three beats: ONE-two-three,
ONE-two-three.

Main Melody
Phrases

Phrase 1: BAGBD'D'

Phrase 2: E'D'BAG

Phrase 3:BAGBD'D'

Phrase 4:E'D'BAG

Phrase 5: GABD'E'D'BAG
Phrase 6:BAGBD'D'E'D'BA
G

Playing the Full
Verse

To play the first verse in its entirety, you
will follow the traditional structure. The
melody repeats with slight variations.
Here is a more detailed breakdown of
the notes corresponding to the lyrics

"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me. | once was
lost, but now am found, Was blind, but
now | see."

1. "Amazing grace, how sweet
the sound": BBA GB D' D' (hold
the last D')

2. "That saved a wretch like me":
E' D' B A G (hold the final G)

3. "l once was lost, but now am
found": BB A GB D' D' (hold the
last D')

4. "Was blind, but now | see": E'
D' B A G (hold the final G)

This pattern covers the first half of the
verse. The second half, which repeats
the "l once was lost" phrase, continues
with the same notes but often includes a
slight embellishment or a longer held
note at the end. Practicing these
recorder notes for Amazing Grace in
small sections will make learning the
entire song much more manageable.

STEP-BY-STEP TUTORIAL FOR
AMAZING GRACE ON RECORDER

Step 1:
Mastering the
Individual Notes

Begin by isolating each note you will
need. Play a long, steady B. Then move
to A, then G. Pay attention to the feeling
of each finger placement. Next, practice
the transition from G to B, which
requires lifting your thumb and first
finger. Then practice jumping up to high
D' and E'. These are the trickiest
transitions. Practice going from G to D'
and back again until the movement feels
smooth and automatic. This foundational
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work is the most important part of
learning the Amazing Grace recorder
fingering chart in practice.

Step 2: Playing
the First Phrase
Slowly

Take the first phrase, "Amazing grace,
how sweet the sound" (B BAGB D'D').
Play it at a glacial pace. Count out loud:
ONE (B) two three, ONE (B) two three,
ONE (A) two three, ONE (G) two three,
ONE (B) two three, ONE (D') two three,
ONE (D') two three. Do not worry about
speed. Your goal is clarity. Each note
should speak clearly without squeaks or
warbles. Repeat this phrase ten times
before moving on.

Step 3: Adding
the Second
Phrase

Now, add the second phrase: "That
saved a wretch like me" (E' D' B A G).
Again, play it extremely slowly. Focus on
the transition from high D' down to B,
which requires coordinating your right-
hand fingers. Once you can play the first
two phrases separately without
mistakes, try connecting them. Play
"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound"
and immediately continue into "That
saved a wretch like me." Breathe at the
comma, not in the middle of a word.

Step 4:
Completing the
Verse

Follow the same process for the third
and fourth phrases. The third phrase is
nearly identical to the first: "I once was
lost, but now am found" (B B AGB D'
D'). The fourth phrase is identical to the
second: "Was blind, but now | see" (E' D'
B A G). Once you have practiced all four
phrases individually and in pairs, try
playing the entire verse from beginning
to end. Celebrate this milestone. You
have just played the first verse of a
classic hymn.

TIPS FOR IMPROVING YOUR
AMAZING GRACE PERFORMANCE

Breath Control
and Dynamics

"Amazing Grace" is a song that benefits
greatly from dynamic contrast. Do not
play every note at the same volume.
Think about the shape of each phrase.
For the opening "Amazing grace," begin
softly and grow slightly louder on
"grace," then taper off on "sound." This
creates a natural, singing quality. Use
your diaphragm to support your breath.
Take a deep, silent breath before you
begin playing. This will help you sustain
the long notes, like the final G in each
phrase, without running out of air. Good
breath control is what separates a
mechanical recitation of recorder notes
for beginners from a musical
performance.




AMTEUTEeon? *°°
Making Each
Note Speak

Use your tongue to articulate each note
cleanly. Gently say "doodle" or "diddle"
with your tongue as you blow. This
technique, known as double tonguing for
faster passages, but for this slow hymn,
simply using a soft "doo" for each note
(or for groups of notes) will add clarity.
For "Amazing Grace," try using a soft "d"
for the first note of each measure, and
then let the subsequent notes in the
measure flow more legato (smoothly
connected). This will give your playing a
gentle, lilt.

Adding Grace
Notes and
Embellishments

Once you are comfortable with the basic
melody, you can add very simple
embellishments to make your
performance more interesting. A grace
note is a very quick, ornamental note
played just before a main note. For
example, before the final high D' in the
first phrase, you could quickly play a C'
then immediately land on the D'. This is
an advanced technique, but it adds a
beautiful, traditional flavor to the hymn.
Start by listening to recordings of
"Amazing Grace" played on the recorder
or other wind instruments to hear how
professionals use these ornaments.

WHEN LEARNING AMAZING
GRACE

Many beginners struggle with the
transition from the low notes to the high
notes. The jump from G to D' or B to D'
often results in a squeak. This almost
always happens because the thumb hole
at the back of the recorder is not opened
correctly. For high notes, the thumb
must be rolled to a precise position,
leaving a small crack. Practice this
thumb movement separately. Another
common mistake is rushing. The beauty
of this hymn lies in its slow, steady pace.
Use a metronome if you have one, or
simply count deliberately. Finally, do not
neglect the low notes. The G and A at
the bottom of the melody require warm,
gentle air. Blowing too hard will make
them sound harsh. Treat every note with
care, from the highest E' to the lowest G.

FREE PRINTABLE RECORDER
NOTES FOR AMAZING GRACE

Having a visual reference is incredibly
helpful when you are learning. While this
article provides the complete letter
notes, you may wish to write them out
on a piece of paper and tape them to
your music stand. Create a simple chart
that shows the lyrics with the
corresponding recorder notes for the
song Amazing Grace written above
each syllable. For example:

A (B) ma (B) zing (A) grace (G) how (B)
sweet (D') the (D') sound (hold)

Writing your own chart reinforces the
note-finger connections in your memory.
You can also find pre-made charts
online, but creating your own is a
powerful learning tool.
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EXPLORINGWARBIAMONS:truly play "Amazing

DIFFERENT WAYS TO PLAY

AMAZING GRACE

The version presented here is the most
common and straightforward
arrangement for soprano recorder.
However, "Amazing Grace" has been
performed in countless styles. You might
try playing it in a different octave if your
recorder allows. A tenor or alto recorder
will give the melody a richer, darker
tone. You can also experiment with the
rhythm. While 3/4 time is standard,
playing it with a gentle swing feel can be
very effective. If you have a friend who
plays the piano or guitar, try playing
your recorder notes as a duet. The
simple melody of "Amazing Grace" is a
perfect foundation for improvisation and
arrangement. Do not be afraid to make
the song your own.

CONNECTING EMOTIONALLY
WITH THE MUSIC

Music is more than just correct notes

Grace" beautifully, you must connect
with the emotion of the piece. This hymn
is about profound gratitude and spiritual
transformation. As you play, think about
the meaning of the words, even if you
are not singing them. Let that feeling of
awe and thankfulness flow through your
breath and into the instrument. This
emotional connection will naturally
improve your phrasing and dynamics.
Your audience will feel it too. A
technically perfect but emotionless
performance is forgettable, but a simple,
heartfelt rendition of the Amazing
Grace letter notes on recorder can
bring tears to the eyes of listeners.
Never underestimate the power of
playing with feeling.

Practice
Schedule for
Rapid Progress



