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UNDERSTANDING
TEACHER COLLEGE
RUNNING
RECORDS: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE FOR
EDUCATORS

In  the  ever-evolving
l a n d s c a p e  o f
education,  assessment
t o o l s  r e m a i n  t h e
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
effective  teaching.
A m o n g  t h e  m o s t
valuable  yet  often
m i s u n d e r s t o o d
i n s t r u m e n t s  i n  a
teacher's toolkit is the
running  record.  For
those  enrolled  in  a

t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
program,  mastering
this  technique  is  not
merely  an  academic
e x e r c i s e  b u t  a
foundational  skill  that
will  shape their  entire
teaching  career.  This
comprehensive  guide
explores every facet of
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
running  records,  from
the i r  t heo re t i ca l
underp inn ings  to
practical  classroom
applications,  ensuring
that  new  educators
a n d  s e a s o n e d
professionals alike can
harness  the i r  fu l l
potential.

THE ESSENTIAL
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ROLE OF RUNNING
RECORDS IN
TEACHER

EDUCATION

A running  record  is  a
systematic  method  of
d o c u m e n t i n g  a
student's  oral  reading
behavior  in  real  time.
U n l i k e  o t h e r
assessment  tools  that
rely  on  formal  testing
environments,  running
records  capture  the
authent ic  reading
experience,  providing
e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  a
window  into  a  child's
cognitive processes as
they  navigate  text.
Within the context of a
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
curriculum,  running
records  serve multiple
purposes:  they  train
educators  to  observe
carefully, analyze data
thought fu l ly ,  and
respond  instructionally
with precision.
The beauty of running

records  lies  in  their
simplicity. With nothing
more  than  a  b lank
sheet  of  paper  and  a
pencil,  a  teacher  can
capture  a  wealth  of
information  about  a
student 's  reading
s t ra teg ies ,  e r ro r
p a t t e r n s ,  a n d
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
processes. For teacher
co l lege  s tudents ,
learning  to  administer
and  interpret  running
records  is  often  the
first  time  they  move
beyond  theoretical
learning  and  into  the
nuanced  wor ld  o f
diagnostic teaching.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
typically  encompass
s e v e r a l  k e y
componen t s  tha t
e d u c a t o r s  m u s t
master.  These  include
understanding  miscue
analysis,  calculating
a c c u r a c y  r a t e s ,
determin ing  se l f -
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correction  ratios,  and
using this data to guide
subsequent instruction.
Each component builds
upon the previous one,
c r e a t i n g  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
assessment framework
t h a t  s u p p o r t s
emergent,  developing,
and  fluent  readers  at
all  grade  levels.

The
Historical
Foundatio
n of
Running
Records
To fully appreciate the
significance  of  running
records  in  teacher
education,  one  must
understand their origin.

Developed by Dr. Marie
Clay  in  the  1970s  as
p a r t  o f  h e r
groundbreaking  work
o n  e a r l y  l i t e r a c y
intervention,  running
records emerged from
t h e  n e e d  f o r  a
practical,  classroom-
based assessment that
could  inform  teaching
in real time. Dr. Clay, a
New Zealand educator
a n d  r e s e a r c h e r ,
designed  this  tool
specifically  for
teachers  working  with
struggling  readers,
though its applications
have  since  expanded
dramatically.
I n  c o n t e m p o r a r y
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
programs,  students
learn  how  Dr.  Clay's
theoretical  framework
connects  to  modern
cognitive  science  and
reading research. They
discover  that  running
records are not simply
a  checklist  of  errors
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b u t  r a t h e r  a
sophisticated  lens
through which to view
the complex process of
reading  development.
This  historical  context
h e l p s  t e a c h e r
candidates  appreciate
why  running  records
r e m a i n  r e l e v a n t
despite  advances  in
digital  assessment
technologies.

CORE
COMPONENTS OF
RUNNING
RECORDS IN
TEACHER COLLEGE
PROGRAMS

When  teacher  college
students  first
encounter  running
records, they often feel
overwhelmed  by  the
coding system and the
speed  at  which  they
m u s t  r e c o r d
observations. However,
w i t h  s y s t e m a t i c
i n s t r u c t i o n  a n d

deliberate  practice,
this  ski l l  becomes
second nature.  Let  us
b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
essential elements that
e v e r y  t e a c h e r
c a n d i d a t e  m u s t
understand.

Coding
Conventi
ons: The
Language
of
Running
Records
The coding system for
running  records  uses
standardized marks to
represent  specific
reading  behaviors.  A
check  mark  indicates
accurate reading, while



Teacher College Running Records 5

5

s u b s t i t u t i o n s ,
omissions,  insertions,
and  self-corrections
each  have  dist inct
symbols .  Teacher
c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s
dedicate  significant
t i m e  t o  h e l p i n g
students  master  this
n o t a t i o n  s y s t e m
because  accurate
r e c o r d i n g  i s  t h e
foundation upon which
all subsequent analysis
depends.
Students  learn  to
differentiate  between
errors that significantly
impact  meaning  and
those  that  do  not,  a
d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t
becomes  crucial  when
analyzing  a  reader's
strategic  processing.
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,
misreading "house" as
" h o m e "  c a r r i e s
different  implications
t h a n  m i s r e a d i n g
"house"  as  "horse."
The  former  preserves
meaning  whi le  the

latter suggests a more
significant  decoding
issue.  These  nuances
m a t t e r  d e e p l y  i n
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
training.

Accuracy
Rates
and Error
Analysis
Once a running record
i s  c o m p l e t e ,  t h e
teacher  calculates  the
a c c u r a c y  r a t e  b y
dividing the number of
words read correctly by
the  total  number  of
words in the passage.
This percentage places
the text within one of
three  instructional
levels:  easy  (95%  or
above),  instructional
(90% to 94%), or hard
(below  90%).  Teacher
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co l lege  programs
emphasize  that  these
levels are not arbitrary
but  rather  reflect
r e s e a r c h - b a s e d
findings  about  optimal
learning  conditions.
A text at the easy level
supports  fluency
deve lopment  and
comprehension without
overtaxing the reader's
cognitive  resources.
The  instructional  level
represents the zone of
proximal development,
where  new  learning
occurs  with  teacher
support.  Hard  texts,
while sometimes useful
for  specific  diagnostic
purposes,  generally
frustrate  readers  and
inhibit growth. Mastery
of  these  distinctions
a l l o w s  t e a c h e r
candidates  to  match
s t u d e n t s  w i t h
a p p r o p r i a t e l y
challenging materials.

Self-
Correctio
n Ratios
and
Strategic
Processin
g
Perhaps  the  most
revealing  aspect  of
running records is  the
self-correction  ratio,
which  indicates  how
o f t e n  a  r e a d e r
monitors  their  own
reading  and  corrects
errors.  A  high  self-
c o r r e c t i o n  r a t e
suggests  an  active,
strategic  reader  who
attends  to  meaning
and  ad jus ts  when
comprehension  breaks
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down. Teacher college
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
instruction emphasizes
that  self-corrections
are  not  failures  but
rather  evidence  of
s o p h i s t i c a t e d
m e t a c o g n i t i v e
processing.
Candidates  learn  to
analyze  the  types  of
cues  students  use
when  self-correcting.
Does  the  reader  rely
primarily  on  visual
cues,  such  as  letter-
s o u n d
correspondence?  Or
does  the  reader  use
meaning and syntactic
structure to guide self-
m o n i t o r i n g ?  T h e
pattern  of  cue  use
reveals  much about  a
student 's  reading
deve lopment  and
points  toward  specific
instruct ional  next
steps.

IMPLEMENTING

RUNNING
RECORDS IN
DIVERSE
CLASSROOM
SETTINGS

Running  records  are
not  one-size-fits-all
assessments.  Teacher
co l lege  programs
prepare  candidates  to
adapt  this  tool  across
grade  levels,  content
areas,  and  student
popu la t i ons .  The
flexibility  of  running
records  makes  them
particularly valuable in
inclusive  classrooms
where  students  bring
diverse  l inguist ic,
c u l t u r a l ,  a n d
e x p e r i e n t i a l
backgrounds.

Running
Records
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with
Emergent
and Early

Readers
F o r  s t u d e n t s  i n
kindergarten  and  first
grade, running records
f o c u s  h e a v i l y  o n
foundational  skills.
Teacher  candidates
learn  to  document
l e t t e r - s o u n d
knowledge, concept of
word,  directionality,
a n d  o n e - t o - o n e
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
Running  records  with
emergent  readers
often  use  predictable
texts  that  support
pattern recognition and
e a r l y  d e c o d i n g
strategies.
At  th i s  s tage ,  the
running record informs
d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t

phonics  instruction,
s i g h t  w o r d
development, and oral
language  support.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
students  discover  that
even  minimal  data
po in ts  can  revea l
important  patterns,
such  as  a  child  who
always  at tends  to
beginning  letters  but
ignores  medial  vowel
sounds.  This  precision
allows  for  targeted
intervent ion  that
accelerates  reading
development.

Running
Records
with
Developin
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g and
Fluent

Readers
As  students  progress,
running  records  shift
focus  from  decoding
a c c u r a c y  t o
comprehension  and
higher-order  thinking.
For  upper  elementary
and  middle  school
reade rs ,  t eache r
college running records
training  incorporates
analysis  of  reading
r a t e ,  p h r a s i n g ,
i n t o n a t i o n ,  a n d
expressive  reading.
T h e s e  p r o s o d i c
elements provide clues
about  comprehension
that  accuracy  rates
alone  cannot  capture.
Candidates  learn  to
use  longer  passages
and  more  complex
tex ts  f o r  runn ing

records  with  older
students.  They  also
i n t e g r a t e
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
quest ions  into  the
assessment,  noting
whether  students  can
retel l ,  summarize,
infer,  and analyze the
text .  The  runn ing
record  becomes  not
just a measure of oral
r e a d i n g  b u t  a
comprehensive reading
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
informs  instruction
across  all  dimensions
of literacy.

Adapting
Running
Records
for
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English
Language

Learners
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
prog rams  devo te
particular  attention  to
using  running  records
with  English  language
learners.  A  student's
error  pattern  might
reflect  second
language  acquisition
processes  rather  than
reading  difficulties.  For
instance,  grammatical
subst i tut ions  l ike
"goed"  for  "went"
m i g h t  i n d i c a t e
developing  English
syntax  rather  than  a
lack of comprehension.
Teacher  candidates
learn  to  distinguish
between errors  rooted
in  language  difference
and  those  indicating
g e n u i n e  r e a d i n g

c h a l l e n g e s .  T h i s
distinction  requires
cultural responsiveness
a n d  l i n g u i s t i c
awareness.  Running
r e c o r d s  w i t h  E L L
students  might  also
include  documentation
of  code-switching,
cognate use, and other
b i l ingua l  read ing
b e h a v i o r s  t h a t
d e m o n s t r a t e
sophisticated cognitive
processing.

USING RUNNING
RECORD DATA TO
DRIVE
INSTRUCTION

The  ultimate  goal  of
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
t r a i n i n g  i s  n o t
a s s e s s m e n t  f o r
assessment's sake but
rather assessment that
leads to more effective
t e a c h i n g .  O n c e
c a n d i d a t e s  c a n
administer and analyze
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
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reliably,  they  must
learn to translate data
i n t o  a c t i o n a b l e
instructional decisions.

Forming
Guided
Reading
Groups
Running  record  data
provides  a  reliable
bas i s  fo r  fo rming
flexible,  dynamic
guided reading groups.
Teacher  candidates
learn to group students
not  by  reading  level
alone  but  by  shared
instructional  needs.
Two  students  reading
at  similar  accuracy
ra tes  m igh t  need
different  instruction
based  on  their  error
patterns, cue use, and
s e l f - c o r r e c t i o n
behaviors.

Fo r  example ,  one
student  might  need
work  on  decoding,
while  another  needs
s u p p o r t  w i t h
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
monitoring,  even  if
both read at the same
level.  Running records
r e v e a l  t h e s e
distinctions  clearly.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
programs  emphasize
that  groups  should
remain  fluid,  changing
as  s tudent  needs
e v o l v e  b a s e d  o n
ongoing running record
data collection.

Selecting
Appropria
te Texts
Running  record  data
directly  informs  text
selection for individual
students  and  small
g r o u p s .  T e a c h e r



12

12 Teacher College Running
Records

2026-05-30

candidates learn to use
accuracy  rates  and
er ro r  pa t te rns  to
identify  texts  that
provide  appropriate
chal lenge  without
causing  frustration.
They also consider text
f e a t u r e s  s u c h  a s
content,  vocabulary,
sentence  complexity,
and  text  structure
w h e n  m a k i n g
selections.
The  ability  to  match
readers to texts is one
of  the  most  practical
s k i l l s  d e v e l o p e d
t h r o u g h  t e a c h e r
college running records
training.  Candidates
learn  that  even  small
adjustments  in  text
difficulty  can
significantly  impact  a
student 's  reading
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
growth.  This  precision
i n  t e x t  s e l e c t i o n
becomes  increasingly
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a s
t e a c h e r s  g a i n

e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
running  records  over
time.

Planning
Targeted
Interventi
ons
Perhaps  the  most
powerful application of
running record data is
in  designing  targeted
in te rvent ions  fo r
struggling  readers.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
p r o g r a m s  t e a c h
candidates  to  pinpoint
specific  areas  of  need
a n d  d e v e l o p
instructional  strategies
that  address  those
needs  directly.  If  a
student  consistently
subst i tutes  words
based on initial letters
without  attending  to
m e a n i n g ,  t h e
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intervent ion  must
f o c u s  o n
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
monitoring rather than
additional phonics drill.
Running  records  also
help  teachers  track
i n t e r v e n t i o n
effectiveness  over
time.  By  conducting
regular running records
and  comparing  data
a c r o s s  s e s s i o n s ,
e d u c a t o r s  c a n
determine  whether
their  instructional
a p p r o a c h e s  a r e
working  and  make
a d j u s t m e n t s  a s
n e e d e d .  T h i s
responsive, data-driven
approach characterizes
effective  teaching
across  a l l  content
areas and grade levels.

COMMON
CHALLENGES IN
LEARNING
RUNNING

RECORDS

T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
s t u d e n t s  o f t e n
encounter  predictable
difficulties  when
lea rn ing  runn ing
records. Understanding
these challenges helps
both  instructors  and
candidates  approach
the  learning  process
with  pat ience  and
strategic  support.

Developin
g
Recordin
g Speed
and
Accuracy
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
common challenges  is
recording  observations
quick ly  enough  to
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capture  all  reading
behaviors in real time.
Students  frequently
miss self-corrections or
confuse  error  types
when  first  learning.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
programs address  this
chal lenge  through
scaffolded  practice,
starting  with  recorded
readings and gradually
m o v i n g  t o  l i v e
assessments  wi th
volunteer  readers.
Candidates  learn  to
prioritize accuracy over
speed initially, knowing
that speed will develop
naturally with practice.
They  also  discover
strategies such as pre-
read ing  the  tex t ,
a n t i c i p a t i n g
challenging words, and
focusing  on  specific
reading  behaviors  in
early  attempts.  The
goal  is  not  perfection
but  rather  continuous
improvement  toward
reliable data collection.

Avoiding
Common
Analytical
Errors
W h e n  a n a l y z i n g
running  record  data,
teacher  candidates
s o m e t i m e s  m a k e
interpretation  errors.
They  might  attribute
too  much  significance
to  a  single  error  or
m i s s  i m p o r t a n t
p a t t e r n s  a c r o s s
multiple  observations.
T e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
instruction emphasizes
the  importance  of
collecting  multiple
running  records  over
time  before  drawing
conclusions  about  a
student 's  reading
development.
Candidates  also  learn
to resist the temptation
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to jump to instructional
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
before  thoroughly
analyzing the data. The
most effective teaching
decisions emerge from
careful,  systematic
analysis  rather  than
quick impressions. This
disciplined approach to
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
instruction  becomes  a
professional  habit  that
s e r v e s  t e a c h e r s
th roughou t  t he i r
careers.

INTEGRATING
TECHNOLOGY
WITH
TRADITIONAL
RUNNING
RECORDS

Whi le  t rad i t i ona l
running  records  use
paper  and  penc i l ,
m o d e r n  t e a c h e r
college  programs  also
explore  digital  tools
tha t  enhance  the
assessment  process.

Apps  and  software
p r o g r a m s  a l l o w
teachers  to  record
running  records  on
tablets,  automatically
calculate  accuracy
r a t e s  a n d  s e l f -
correction  ratios,  and
t rack  data  across
multiple  assessment
periods.
However ,  teacher
candidates  also  learn
the  l imi tat ions  o f
technology.  Digital
tools  cannot  replace
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l
judgment  required  to
analyze  error  patterns
o r  make  nuanced
instructional  decisions.
The  most  effective
approach combines the
efficiency  of
technology  with  the
ins ight  o f  t ra ined
p r o f e s s i o n a l
observation.  Teacher
college running records
training  deliberately
b a l a n c e s  b o t h
approaches.
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Using
Video for
Self-
Reflection
and
Professio
nal
Growth
Video  recording  is
another  technological
tool  that  supports
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
development.  Teacher
cand ida tes  o f ten
record  themselves
administering  running
reco rds  and  then
review  the  footage  to
check  their  coding
accuracy  and  observe
student behaviors they

might  have  missed.
This  practice  of  self-
reflection  accelerates
skill  development  and
builds  professional
confidence.
Peer review of running
records  is  another
valuable  practice  in
t e a c h e r  c o l l e g e
programs.  Candidates
exchange  recordings
and  provide  feedback
on  coding  accuracy
a n d  a n a l y t i c a l
interpretations.  These
collaborative  learning
experiences mirror the
professional  learning
communi t ies  that
effective  teachers
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
th roughou t  t he i r
careers.

THE BROADER
IMPACT OF
RUNNING
RECORDS ON
PROFESSIONAL
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PRACTICE

Mastery  of  running
records  transforms
how teachers approach
a s s e s s m e n t  a n d
ins t ruc t i on  more
broad ly .  Teacher
college graduates who

have  internal ized
r u n n i n g  r e c o r d s
principles tend to view
all assessment through
an  ana l y t i c  l ens ,
looking  for  patterns,
considering  multiple
data  sources,  and


