
Star Wars A New Hope Screenplay 1

Star Wars A New Hope Screenplay

Star Wars A New Hope
Screenplay

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Demarcus & Decker

INTRODUCTION: THE BLUEPRINT
FOR A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY

In  the  summer  of  1977,  a  relatively
unknown director named George Lucas
unleashed  a  phenomenon  that  would
reshape cinema forever. At the heart of
that  phenomenon  was  a  s ingle,
meticulously crafted document: the Star
Wars A New Hope screenplay. More
than just a script, this document was the
architectural  blueprint  for  a  galaxy  of
heroes,  villains,  droids,  and destiny.  It
was a story born from Lucas’s love of
Flash  Gordon serials,  samurai  films,  and
the  mythological  teachings  of  Joseph
Campbell.  Today,  the  screenplay
remains  a  masterclass  in  structure,
pacing,  and  character  introduction.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  a n  a s p i r i n g
screenwriter, a devoted fan, or a student
of  film  history,  studying  the  Star  Wars
A  New  Hope  screenplay  offers
profound  insights  into  how  a  simple
hero’s  journey  became  a  global
mythology.
This  article  takes  you  deep  into  the
creation, themes, and lasting legacy of
this  iconic  script.  We  will  explore  its
evolution  from  rough  drafts  to  the  final
shooting  script,  examine  its  narrative
innovat ions,  and  explain  why  i t
continues  to  inspire  writers  and
filmmakers  more  than  four  decades
later.

THE UNLIKELY GENESIS OF THE
SCRIPT

The journey of the Star Wars A New
Hope screenplay  began  in  the  early
1970s, during a period when Hollywood
was  skeptical  of  science  fiction.  Lucas
initially  conceived a  far  more complex
story—a sprawling space opera that later
became the basis for the prequel trilogy.
His  first  draft,  titled  The  Star  Wars,  was
dense  with  convoluted  politics,  alien
races, and a protagonist named “Annikin
Starkiller.” Over several revisions, Lucas
stripped  away  excess,  distilled  the
narrative, and focused on a young farm
boy named Luke Skywalker.
One  of  the  most  significant  turning
points came when Lucas realized he had
written  too  much.  After  receiving
feedback  from  friends  and  fellow
filmmakers like Francis Ford Coppola and
Brian De Palma, he decided to reboot the
entire  story.  The  fourth  draft,  which
became  what  we  know  as  the  Star
Wars  A  New  Hope  screenplay ,
introduced many of the iconic elements:
the Death Star trench run, the cantina
band,  and  the  famous  line  “May  the
Force be with you.” Lucas even famously
struggled with the character of the Force
itself,  eventually  blending  spiritual
concepts  from Taoism,  Buddhism,  and
Christianity into a single mystical energy
field.
The  screenplay  also  underwent  a
fascinating  last-minute  change:  the
opening crawl. Originally, Lucas planned
for a simple title card, but after seeing
the opening of  the 1936 Flash Gordon
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serial, he decided to use a scrolling text
to orient the audience. This choice not
only  set  the  tone  for  the  film  but  also
became one  of  the  most  recognizable
trademarks of the entire franchise.

From Paper to
Screen: The
Challenges
Writing the screenplay was only half the
battle.  Getting  it  produced  required
Lucas to overcome enormous obstacles.
Studios found the script confusing, the
budget  too  high,  and the  concept  too
risky. Alan Ladd Jr. at 20th Century Fox
took a chance, but even then Lucas had
to compromise. The Star Wars A New
Hope  screenplay  was  originally  200
pages long—far too long for a standard
film.  Lucas  cut  it  down,  but  he  was
forced to leave several sequences on the
cutting  room  floor.  One  of  the  most
famous  deleted  scenes,  the  “Biggs
Darklighter”  reunion  on  Tatooine,  was
written directly into the script but later
removed  during  editing  to  improve
pacing.
Despite  these  challenges,  the  final
shooting  script  remains  remarkably
tight.  It  adheres  to  a  classic  three-act
structure, with each act carefully broken
into  smaller  sequences:  Luke’s  call  to
adventure, the journey to Alderaan, the
rescue of Princess Leia, and the assault
on the Death Star.

STRUCTURAL GENIUS: THE
HERO’S JOURNEY IN ACTION

Perhaps the most celebrated aspect of
t h e  S t a r  W a r s  A  N e w  H o p e
screenplay  is  its  flawless  use  of  the

monomyth,  or  Hero’s  Journey.  Lucas
openly  credited Joseph Campbell’s  The
Hero  with  a  Thousand  Faces  as  a
primary  influence.  The  screenplay
follows  Campbell’s  stages  almost  beat
by beat:

The Ordinary World: Luke lives a
mundane life as a moisture farmer,
dreaming of adventure.
The Call to Adventure: R2-D2
carries a hidden message from
Princess Leia.
The Refusal of the Call: Luke
declines to join Obi-Wan, citing his
responsibilities.
The Mentor: Obi-Wan Kenobi
teaches Luke about the Force.
Crossing the Threshold: Luke’s
family is killed; he decides to leave
Tatooine.
Tests, Allies, and Enemies: The
cantina, Han Solo, the Millennium
Falcon, and the Death Star.
The Ordeal: The trash compactor
and the final assault on the Death
Star.
The Reward: Luke destroys the
Death Star and receives medals of
honor.

This  structure  gives  the  screenplay  a
powerful  emotional  arc.  Every  scene
advances the plot or deepens character.
Even small moments, like the argument
between Han and Leia in the Millennium
Falcon, serve dual purposes: they show
character  conflict  and  build  tension  for
the  later  rescue.

Dialogue That
Defines a
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Universe
The dialogue in the Star Wars A New
Hope screenplay is deceptively simple.
Lines like “I’ve got a bad feeling about
this”  and  “Help  me,  Obi-Wan  Kenobi,
you’re  my only  hope”  are  etched into
pop culture. Yet Lucas avoided complex,
Shakespearean  language.  Instead,  he
used a blend of  colloquial  speech and
heightened  drama.  For  example,  Obi-
Wan’s  explanation  of  the  Force  is
deliberately  vague  but  evocative:  “It’s
an  energy  field  created  by  all  living
things.  It  surrounds us and penetrates
us. It binds the galaxy together.”
The screenplay also handles exposition
with remarkable economy. Instead of a
long  narration,  the  opening  crawl
delivers  the  backstory  in  just  a  few
paragraphs. Later, Vader’s interrogation
of  Leia  reveals  the  Rebellion’s  plans
without lengthy monologues. Every line
of dialogue serves a purpose: to advance
plot, reveal character, or build the world.

ICONIC SCENES AND THEIR
SCREENPLAY ORIGINS

Several scenes in the Star Wars A New
Hope  screenplay  s tand  out  as
milestones of  cinema. Let’s examine a
few:

The Cantina
Scene
Originally, the screenplay described the
cantina  as  a  seedy  dive  bar  full  of
creatures.  Lucas  wrote  detai led
character descriptions for aliens like the
Wolfman  and  the  Devil-like  creature
(later  named  “Devorin”  in  deleted
scenes).  The  scene’s  purpose  was  to

introduce Han Solo and create a sense of
danger.  The  screenplay  establishes
Han’s  mercenary  nature  through  his
negotiation: “I need your help. What do
you say? We split the reward fifty-fifty” –
yet also shows his hidden morality when
he  shoots  Greedo  in  self-defense  (a
moment  debated  for  decades  but  firmly
written as such in the original script).

The Trench Run
The climax of the film—Luke’s assault on
the  Death  Star—was  written  with
meticulous precision. The Star Wars A
New  Hope  screenplay  includes
technical  terms  like  “port  vector,”
“targeting  computer,”  and  “deflector
shields.”  Lucas  even  wrote  specific
dialogue for the pilots that suggests a
real  military  operation.  The  moment
when  Luke  turns  off  his  targeting
computer  and  hears  Obi-Wan’s  voice
(“Use  the  Force,  Luke”)  is  a  perfect
fusion  of  act ion  and  theme.  The
screenplay’s  stage  directions  indicate
that  the  audience  should  feel  Luke’s
spiritual awakening, not just his skill as a
pilot.

THE LASTING INFLUENCE OF THE
SCREENPLAY

T h e  S t a r  W a r s  A  N e w  H o p e
screenplay  is  not  just  a  historical
document;  it  is  a  living  inspiration  for
modern  screenwriters.  Its  influence  can
be seen in everything from The Matrix to
Avatar. Writers study its pacing: the film
introduces nine major characters in the
first  twenty  minutes  without
overwhelming  the  audience.  They
admire its theme: the Force represents
the power of belief and redemption, as
shown when Darth Vader turns back to
the  light,  a  payoff  seeded  even  in  this
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first  film.
Additionally,  the  screenplay  became  a
bestseller when it was published in 1977.
Fans could read the exact lines they had
heard in theaters. The published version
included  deleted  scenes,  alternate
dialogue,  and  Lucas’s  annotations,
allowing  readers  to  see  the  creative
process firsthand. Today, the screenplay
is studied in film schools worldwide as a
textbook  example  of  efficient
storytelling.

How to Study the
Screenplay
Today
If you want to explore the Star Wars A
New  Hope  screenplay  yourself,
several  resources  are  available.  Many
online archives host the revised fourth
draft,  which  is  as  close  to  the  filmed
version  as  possible.  You  can  compare
different drafts to see how Lucas refined
the story. Pay attention to:

Scene transitions: How Lucas
cuts from Tatooine to the Death
Star.
Character introductions: Each
main character is shown through
action, not narration.
World-building: The script uses
visual details (like the sand-

crawler and the moisture
vaporator) to establish a
believable environment.
Subtext: Lines like “Who’s the
more foolish—the fool or the fool
who follows him?” carry multiple
layers of meaning.

Studying  the  screenplay  also  reveals
what  was  left  out.  For  instance,  the
original  script  included a  scene  where
Luke  uses  the  Force  to  blow  up  a
stormtrooper helmet—a moment cut for
being  too  overtly  supernatural.  These
deletions show Lucas’s  commitment to
subtlety.

CONCLUSION: A SCRIPT THAT
CHANGED THE WORLD

Star Wars A New Hope screenplay is
far more than a list of lines and stage
directions.  It  is  a  carefully  woven
tapestry of myth, adventure, and human
emotion.  George  Lucas  managed  to
write a story that felt both ancient and
futuristic,  simple  yet  profound.  Its
structure  remains  a  gold  standard  for
commercial  screenwriting,  and  its
characters—Luke, Leia, Han, Vader, Obi-
Wan—have  become  archetypes.  For
anyone  interested  in  storytelling,
reading this  screenplay is  an essential
experience. It reminds us that even the
most epic journeys begin with a single
page, and that the Force, as it turns out,
can be written down.


