
Clickety Clack Moo Cows That Type 1

Clickety Clack Moo
Cows That Type

Clickety
Clack Moo
Cows That
Type

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Harrison & Mayra

INTRODUCTION:
THE UNLIKELY
REVOLUTIONARIES
OF THE BARNYARD

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
children’s  literature,
f e w  b o o k s  h a v e
c a p t u r e d  t h e
imagination  of  young
r e a d e r s  a n d  t h e
admiration  of  parents
quite  like  Clickety
C lack  Moo  Cows
That Type. Written by
Doreen  Cronin  and
illustrated  by  Betsy
Lewin,  this  Caldecott
Honor-winning  picture
book  has  become  a
beloved  classic  since
its publication in 2000.

At  first  glance,  it
appears to be a simple,
humorous  tale  about
farm  an imals  who
discover  a  typewriter
and  use  i t  to  make
demands of the farmer.
B u t  b e n e a t h  i t s
charming surface lies a
s u r p r i s i n g l y
sophisticated  story
about  communication,
negotiat ion,  labor
rights,  and  the  power
of  the  written  word.
This  article  explores
the  many  layers  of
Clickety  Clack  Moo
Cows  That  Type ,
f r o m  i t s  p l o t  a n d
c h a r a c t e r s  t o  i t s
enduring  educational
and  social  value,  and
why it remains a must-
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read  for  children  and
adults alike.

THE STORY
BEHIND THE BOOK:
HOW A SIMPLE
IDEA BECAME A
CLASSIC

Before Clickety Clack
Moo Cows That Type
became  a  household
name,  Doreen  Cronin
w a s  a  p r a c t i c i n g
attorney  in  New  York
City.  She  wrote  the
story  as  a  fun  s ide
project, drawing on her
own  love  of  wi t ty ,
offbeat  humor.  Little
did she know that her
manuscr ipt  would
catch  the  eye  of  an
editor  and  eventually
win  the  prestigious
Caldecott Honor for its
i l lus t rat ions .  The
book’s  success  was
immediate,  and  i t
qu ick ly  became  a
staple  in  preschools,
libraries,  and  bedtime
r o u t i n e s .  T h e

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
C r o n i n ’ s  c l e v e r ,
understated  text  and
B e t s y  L e w i n ’ s
expressive,  watercolor
illustrations  created  a
p e r f e c t  s t o r m  o f
storytelling magic. The
b o o k ’ s  t i t l e
alone—Clickety Clack
M o o  C o w s  T h a t
Type—is  irresistibly
r h y t h m i c  a n d
evocative,  inviting
readers  into  a  world
where  cows  can  type
and negotiate.

A DETAILED
SUMMARY OF
CLICKETY CLACK
MOO COWS THAT
TYPE

The
Setup: A
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Farmer
and His

Animals
The story begins on a
farm owned by Farmer
Brown.  Life  is  simple
and  predictable  until
one day, Farmer Brown
discovers that his cows
have  found  an  o ld
typewriter in the barn.
The  cows,  who  are
clever and determined,
begin  typing  notes  to
the farmer. The sound
o f  t h e
typewriter—clickety
clack moo cows that
type—becomes  a
r e c u r r i n g  m o t i f
throughout  the  book,
signaling  each  new
development  in  the
unfolding  drama.  The
first note the cows type
is  a  simple  demand:
they  want  electr ic
blankets  because  the

barn  is  too  cold  at
night. Farmer Brown is
i n c r e d u l o u s  a n d
refuses.  But  the  cows
do  not  back  down.
They  go  on  str ike,
refusing  to  provide
m i l k  u n t i l  t h e i r
demands  are  met.

The
Conflict
and
Negotiati
on
As the strike continues,
t h e  h e n s  j o i n  t h e
cause, also demanding
electr ic  b lankets.
Farmer Brown tries  to
maintain order, but the
animals  are  organized
and  determined.  The
typewriter  becomes  a
power fu l  t oo l  f o r
communication  and
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solidarity.  The  cows
and hens type a series
of  notes,  each  one
more  assertive  than
the  last.  The  tension
esca l a te s  un t i l  a
c o m p r o m i s e  i s
reached:  the  animals
wi l l  exchange  the
typewri ter  for  the
electr ic  b lankets.
However,  in  a  clever
twist,  the  ducks—who
h a v e  b e e n  q u i e t
observers  throughout
the  story—take  the
t y p e w r i t e r  f o r
themselves.  The  story
ends  with  the  ducks
typing a  new demand
for  a  diving board for
the  pond,  suggesting
t h a t  t h e  c y c l e  o f
n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d
empowerment  is  far
from  over.

THEMES AND
LITERARY
ANALYSIS OF
CLICKETY CLACK

MOO COWS THAT
TYPE

Communi
cation
and the
Written
Word
One  of  the  central
themes  of  Clickety
C lack  Moo  Cows
That  Type  i s  t h e
p o w e r  o f  w r i t t e n
communication.  The
c o w s  u s e  t h e
typewriter  to  express
t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d
o r g a n i z e  t h e i r
demands. In doing so,
they  transform  from
passive  animals  into
a c t i v e  a g e n t s  o f
change.  For  young
readers,  this  theme
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e



Clickety Clack Moo Cows That Type 5

5

importance of learning
to read and write. The
typewriter serves as a
metaphor  for  literacy
itself—it  is  a tool  that
c a n  b e  u s e d  t o
advocate  for  oneself,
to  build  community,
and  to  negotiate  a
b e t t e r  l i f e .  T h e
r e p e a t e d  p h r a s e
clickety  clack  moo
c o w s  t h a t  t y p e
reinforces the idea that
words have power and
that  even  the  most
unlikely voices can be
heard.

Negotiati
on,
Comprom
ise, and

Fairness
The  book  also  offers  a
gentle  introduction  to
t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f
n e g o t i a t i o n  a n d
compromise.  Farmer
Brown  initially  rejects
the  cows’  demands,
but  the  cows  do  not
simply  give  up.  They
organize  a  strike  and
present a unified front.
W h e n  t h e  f a r m e r
eventually  agrees  to
provide  the  electric
b lankets ,  i t  i s  not
because  he  has  been
bullied, but because a
fair exchange has been
made. The animals get
what  they  need,  and
the  farmer  gets  his
milk  and  eggs  back.
This  teaches  children
that  conflict  resolution
does  not  have  to  be
abou t  w inn ing  o r
losing; it can be about
finding  solutions  that
respect the needs of all
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parties.  The  ducks’
final  move  adds
another layer, showing
that  negotiation  is  an
ongoing  process  and
that  new  voices  will
always emerge.

Communi
ty and
Solidarity
Another  important
theme is the power of
collective  action.  The
cows do not act alone;
they  bring  the  hens
into their struggle, and
together  they  present
a  stronger  front  to
Farmer  Brown.  This
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t o
children  that  working
together  can  achieve
more  than  ac t ing
alone.  The  typewriter,
which might have been
used  for  individual
demands,  becomes  a

t o o l  f o r  b u i l d i n g
c o m m u n i t y  a n d
solidarity.  The  phrase
clickety  clack  moo
c o w s  t h a t  t y p e
becomes  a  k ind  of
r a l l y i n g  c r y ,
symbolizing  the  unity
o f  t h e  b a r n y a r d
animals  in  their  quest
for fairness.

EDUCATIONAL
VALUE FOR
CHILDREN

Literacy
and
Language
Develop
ment
Clickety
Clack
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Moo
Cows
That
Type  is
an
excellent
resource
for
developin
g  early
literacy
skills. The
text  is

simple
but
engaging,
with
repetitive
phrases
that
invite
children
to join in.
The
onomato
poeic title
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and  the
sounds of
the
typewrite
r
encourag
e
phonologi
cal
awarenes
s.
Teachers
and

parents
can  use
the  book
to discuss
the
alphabet,
letter
sounds,
and  the
concept
of
writing.
The notes
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the  cows
type  are
easy  to
read  and
can serve
as
models
for
children
to  write
their  own
simple
messages

.  The
book
naturally
incorpora
tes  the
keyword
Clickety
Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type  in
ways that
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feel
organic
and  fun,
making it
a  great
tool  for
vocabular
y
building.
Social
and
Emotional

Learning
Beyond
literacy,
the  book
is  rich  in
social
and
emotional
learning
opportuni
ties.
Children
can
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explore
feelings
of
frustratio
n,
fairness,
and
cooperati
on.  The
cows  are
unhappy
with their
situation,

and  they
express
their
feelings
in  a
constructi
ve
way—by
writing  a
note. This
models
healthy
communi
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cation for
children
who  are
still
learning
how  to
express
their  own
needs
and
emotions.
The story
also

encourag
es
empathy,
as
readers
are
invited to
see  both
the
animals’
and  the
farmer’s
perspecti
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ves.
Ultimatel
y,  the
resolution
shows
that
listening
to  others
and
working
together
leads  to
better

outcomes
for
everyone.
Critical
Thinking
and
Problem-
Solving
The  plot
of
Clickety
Clack
Moo
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Cows
That
Type  is
essentiall
y  a
problem-
solving
narrative.
The  cows
identify  a
problem
(being
cold),

propose a
solution
(electric
blankets),
and
navigate
the
obstacles
that arise
when  the
farmer
refuses.
Children
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can  be
encourag
ed  to
think
about
what they
would  do
in  the
same
situation.
Would
they have
gone  on

strike?
What
other
solutions
might
have
worked?
The story
opens  up
rich
discussio
ns  about
cause
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and
effect,
strategy,
and  the
conseque
nces  of
different
actions.
The
ducks’
final
demand
adds  a

humorou
s  twist
but  also
invites
thinking
about
what
comes
next.
THE ART OF BETSY
LEWIN: HOW
ILLUSTRATIONS
BRING THE STORY
TO LIFE

No
discussio
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n  of
Clickety
Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type
would  be
complete
without
acknowle
dging the
extraordi

nary
contributi
on  of
illustrator
Betsy
Lewin.
Her
watercolo
r
illustratio
ns  are
loose,
expressiv
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e, and full
of
personalit
y.  The
cows,
with their
determin
ed
expressio
ns  and
oversized
typewrite
r,  are

instantly
lovable.
Farmer
Brown’s
exasperat
ed  face
as  he
reads
their
notes
adds  a
layer  of
humor
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that
complem
ents
Cronin’s
deadpan
text
perfectly.
The
visual
contrast
between
the  cozy
barn,  the

chaotic
strike,
and  the
final
triumpha
nt  image
of  the
ducks
claiming
the
typewrite
r  creates
a
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dynamic
reading
experienc
e.  The
illustratio
ns  also
carry  the
subtext
of  the
story,
showing
details
that  the

text
leaves
unsaid,
such  as
the
growing
pile  of
notes and
the
animals’
shifting
alliances.
The
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visual
storytellin
g
reinforces
the
message
that
communi
cation  is
not  just
about
words—it
is  also

about
expressio
n,
gesture,
and
communi
ty.
THE LEGACY AND
CULTURAL IMPACT
OF CLICKETY
CLACK MOO COWS
THAT TYPE

Since  its
publicatio
n,
Clickety
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Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type has
become
more
than  just
a popular
children’s
book.  It
has
spawned

a  series
of
sequels,
including
Giggle,
Giggle,
Quack
and Duck
for
President,
which
continue
the
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adventur
es  of
Farmer
Brown’s
clever
animals.
The  book
has  been
adapted
into  a
musical,
read
aloud  by

celebritie
s,  and
used  in
classroo
ms
around
the world
to  teach
everythin
g  from
persuasiv
e  writing
to  social
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studies.
Its
cultural
resonanc
e  can  be
seen  in
the  way
the
phrase
clickety
clack
moo
cows

that
type  has
entered
popular
language
as  a
shorthan
d  for
unexpect
ed
activism
or
grassroot
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s
organizin
g.  The
book’s
enduring
popularit
y  speaks
to  its
ability  to
entertain
and
educate
across

generatio
ns. It has
won
numerou
s  awards
and
remains a
fixture  on
recomme
nded
reading
lists  for
children
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ages
three  to
seven.
WHY THIS BOOK
ENDURES:
TIMELESSNESS
AND RELEVANCE

What
makes
Clickety
Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type  so

enduring?
Part  of
the
answer
lies in its
ability  to
speak  to
universal
human
experienc
es—the
desire  to
be heard,
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the
struggle
for  fair
treatmen
t, and the
joy  of
clever
problem-
solving.
The  book
also
appeals
to  a

child’s
sense  of
humor
and
imaginati
on.  The
idea  of
cows
typing
demands
is
inherentl
y  funny,
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but  the
humor
never
comes  at
the
expense
of  the
story’s
emotional
depth.
Additiona
lly,  the
book’s

pacing  is
perfect
for
reading
aloud:
the
repeated
refrain
allows
children
to
anticipate
and
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participat
e,  while
the
escalatin
g  conflict
builds
suspense
and leads
to  a
satisfying
,  if  open-
ended,
resolution

.  In  a
world
where
literacy
and
effective
communi
cation
are  more
important
than
ever,  the
message
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of
Clickety
Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type
remains
as
relevant
as it  was
when  it
was  first

published
.
CONCLUSION: A
STORY THAT
KEEPS TYPING ITS
WAY INTO OUR
HEARTS

In  the
end,
Clickety
Clack
Moo
Cows
That
Type  is
far  more
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than  a
whimsical
story
about
farm
animals.
It  is  a
celebratio
n  of  the
written
word,  a
lesson  in
negotiati

on  and
communi
ty,  and a
testamen
t  to  the
power  of
determin
ed
voices.
Doreen
Cronin
and Betsy
Lewin
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created a
book that
entertain
s,
educates,
and
inspires—
all  while
making
readers
laugh out
loud.
Whether

you  are
reading it
for  the
first  time
or  the
hundredt
h,  the
sound  of
that
typewrite
r—clicke
ty  clack
moo
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cows
that
type—is
a
reminder
that even
the
smallest
voices
can make
a  big
impact
when

they  find
the  right
words.
For
parents,
teachers,
and
children
everywhe
re,  this
book
remains a
treasured
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gateway
to  the
joys  of
reading
and  the
power  of
speaking
up.  So
the  next
time  you
settle  in
for  story
time,

grab  a
copy  of
this
classic,
and  let
the  cows
show you
what  a
little
determin
ation and
a  lot  of
typing
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can accomplis
h.


