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RETURN TO WESTEROS: AN
INTRODUCTION TO THE TALES OF
DUNK AND EGG

For millions of readers around the world,
the  name  George  R.R.  Mart in  is
synonymous with epic fantasy, political
intrigue, and the brutal, beautiful world
of Westeros. While the sprawling A Song
of  Ice  and  Fire  saga  remains  the
centerpiece of his literary legacy, there
is  another,  more  intimate  series  that

holds a very special place in the hearts
of  fans.  This  series  is  The  Tales  Of
Dunk  And  Egg.  Set  roughly  ninety
years  before  the  events  of  the  main
series,  these  novellas  offer  a  refreshing
change  of  pace.  They  t rade  the
sprawling, multi-perspective chaos of the
War  of  the  Five  Kings  for  a  focused,
personal journey across a Westeros that
is  both  familiar  and  distinctly  different.
These  are  not  stories  of  kings  and
queens  sitting  on  thrones,  but  of  a
wandering hedge knight and his unlikely
squire,  a  boy who holds a secret  that
could  shake  the  Seven  Kingdoms.  For
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those  l ook ing  to  deepen  the i r
understanding  of  Martin's  world,  or
simply craving a charming, adventurous
tale, The Tales Of Dunk And Egg is an
essential read.

SETTING THE STAGE: A
WESTEROS BEFORE THE
MADNESS

One of the most fascinating aspects of
The  Tales  Of  Dunk  And  Egg  is  its
setting.  This  is  a  Westeros  that  still
remembers  the  dragons.  The  mighty
Targaryen  dynasty,  while  beginning  to
show cracks, still holds the Iron Throne.
The stories take place during the reign of
King Aerys I Targaryen, a scholarly and
reclusive king who is far more interested
in reading dusty prophecies than ruling
his kingdom. Because of his weakness,

the  realm is  effectively  governed  by  his
brother, Prince Maekar, and a council of
lords.  This  creates  a  powder  keg  of
political tension simmering just beneath
the surface of everyday life.
This period is known as the Age of the
Hedge Knight.  The  great  houses  are
powerful,  but  the  roads  are  filled  with
landless  knights,  sellswords,  and
adventurers trying to make a name for
themselves. The great tourneys are not
jus t  spor t ing  events ;  they  a re
opportunities for social climbing, political
maneuvering,  and  settling  scores.  The
lingering memory of  the last  Blackfyre
Rebellion—a  devastating  civil  war
between the legitimate Targaryens and
a bastard branch of the family—haunts
the  political  landscape.  This  history  is
crucial to the plot of The Tales Of Dunk
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And Egg, as the scars of that rebellion
are still fresh, and the threat of a new
war is ever-present.

THE UNLIKELY DUO: SER DUNCAN
THE TALL AND EGG

The heart and soul of these stories is the
relationship  between  its  two  main
characters.

Ser Duncan the
Tall
Dunk is the protagonist. A young man of
low  birth  from  the  poorest  streets  of
King's Landing, he has nothing but his
name (which he may have invented) and
his immense size. After the death of his

master, a hedge knight named Ser Arlan
of  Pennytree,  Dunk  takes  the  knight's
shield and armor and sets out to make
his  own  fortune.  He  is  honest,  brave,
kind-hearted, and occasionally naive. He
feels  the  weight  of  being  a  knight
deeply, clinging to the chivalric ideals of
honor and justice even when the world
around him is cynical and cruel. He is not
a brilliant warrior, but he is strong and
stubborn. His journey in The Tales Of
Dunk And Egg is one of self-discovery,
as he learns that being a true knight is
often much harder than simply winning a
fight.

Prince Aegon



4

4 The Tales Of Dunk And Egg 2024-01-08

Targaryen (Egg)
Egg is the squire Dunk takes on at the
beginning  of  the  first  novella.  To  Dunk,
he  is  just  a  strange,  bald-headed  boy
with a quick wit and a talent for getting
into trouble. However, the reader quickly
learns  that  Egg  is  far  more  than  he
seems. He is actually Prince Aegon, the
fourth son of Prince Maekar Targaryen.
Shaved head and common clothes hide
his silver-gold hair, allowing him to travel
the realm and see how common people
live. Egg is the opposite of Dunk in many
ways.  He  is  small,  sharp,  and  deeply
knowledgeable about the highborn world
Dunk  is  only  just  entering.  He  is  also
fiercely loyal to Dunk, whom he admires
more  than  any  lord  or  prince.  The

dynamic between the naive,  honorable
knight  and  the  clever,  secret  prince
forms the emotional core of The Tales
Of Dunk And Egg, creating a friendship
that transcends class and station.

JOURNEY THROUGH THE SEVEN
KINGDOMS: THE NOVELLAS IN
DETAIL

Currently,  three  novellas  have  been
published, each taking Dunk and Egg to
a different corner of Westeros.

The Hedge
Knight (The First
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Adventure)
The  story  begins  at  an  inn,  where  a
hungry  Dunk  meets  the  boy  who  will
become Egg. After a small  scuffle, Dunk
takes the boy on as his squire, and they
travel  to  the  tournament  at  Ashford
Meadow. This tournament is a massive
event, drawing lords and knights from all
over the Reach. Dunk hopes to win the
tournament  and  earn  enough  gold  to
truly  establish  himself  as  a  knight.
However, his plan is complicated when
he accidentally insults a powerful  lord,
leading to a trial by combat. The Hedge
Knight  is  a  perfect  introduction to  the
world.  It  masterful ly  sets  up  the
characters,  the  setting,  and  the  core
themes  of  honor  and  justice.  It  also

features  a  memorable  cameo  from  a
prince  who  is  a  central  figure  in  the
backstory  of  the  main  series.

The Sworn Sword
(The Second
Adventure)
Set a year or so later, The Sworn Sword
finds  Dunk  and  Egg  in  the  service  of  a
minor house in the Duchy of the Reach.
Dunk has taken a position as a sworn
sword  to  a  stern,  elderly  knight,  Ser
Eustace Osgrey. The main conflict arises
from  a  dispute  over  a  small  stream
during a terrible drought. On the other
side  is  a  powerful  and  wealthy  rival
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house,  the  Webbers ,  led  by  the
formidable Lady Rohanne Webber. This
story is a masterclass in world-building.
It explores the complex feudal loyalties
of Westeros, the lingering trauma of the
Blackfyre Rebellion, and the quiet dignity
of small lords struggling to survive. It is a
more  melancholic  and  thoughtful  tale
than the first, showcasing Martin's ability
to find drama in small, personal conflicts
as well as epic wars.

The Mystery
Knight (The Third

Adventure)
In  the third and longest  novella,  Dunk
and  Egg  travel  north  to  attend  the
wedding of a minor lord at Whitewalls.
The wedding is to be celebrated with a
great tourney, and Dunk sees a chance
to win some glory. However, the event
turns out to be a gathering place for the
remnants  of  the  Blackfyre  supporters.
The plot thickens with the appearance of
a  mysterious,  masked  knight  whose
identity is a closely guarded secret. The
Mystery Knight is a tense political thriller
that reads like a medieval who-done-it. It
introduces  more  magic  and  prophecy
into the series, directly tying the destiny
of House Targaryen to the events of the
main  saga.  This  story  feels  larger  in
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scope,  with  higher  stakes and a more
intricate  plot,  leaving  the  reader
desperate  for  the  next  installment.

THEMES, STYLE, AND
SIGNIFICANCE

While The Tales Of Dunk And Egg are
set in the same brutal world as A Song
of Ice and Fire, their tone is noticeably
different.  They  are  more  optimistic  and
simpler in structure. Dunk is a genuinely
good person trying to do the right thing,
a  stark  contrast  to  the  morally  grey
figures  of  the  main  series.  However,
Martin does not shy away from the harsh
realities of his world. Dunk and Egg face
injustice, violence, and the cruelty of the
powerful. The novellas explore the idea
of noblesse oblige, the tension between
chivalric  ideals  and  reality,  and  the

importance of friendship and loyalty.
From a  lore  perspective,  these  stories
are invaluable. They show the Targaryen
dynasty  before  its  final  collapse,
revealing  characters  who  are  only
mentioned in passing in the main books.
They  explain  the  origins  of  important
artifacts and legends. For example, we
see how the greatsword Dawn was last
wielded  in  a  trial  by  combat,  and  we
learn  more  about  the  fate  of  House
Targaryen's  dragons.  Most  importantly,
they lay the foundation for the story of
Maester  Aemon,  revealing  his  painful
decision to refuse the crown. For those
deeply invested in the world, The Tales
Of  Dunk  And  Egg  prov ides  the
essential  historical  context  that  makes
the main series even richer.
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: THE
HEDGE KNIGHT TV SERIES

The popularity of The Tales Of Dunk
And Egg has only grown over the years.
For a long time, fans hoped to see these
stories adapted for television. In 2023,
those  hopes  were  finally  realized.  HBO
announced that  they are developing a
television  series  adaptation  of  the  first
novella,  The  Hedge  Knight,  titled  A
Knight of the Seven Kingdoms: The
Hedge Knight. This is fantastic news for
fans. Given the success of House of the
Dragon,  it  is  clear that audiences are
hungry for more stories from Westeros.
A  Dunk  and  Egg  ser ies  has  the
potential  to  be  a  very  different  kind  of
show. It  will  be smaller in scale, more
focused  on  character,  and  hopefully,

retain  the  warmth  and  charm  of  the
source  mater ia l .  The  cas t  and
showrunners  have  yet  to  be  fully
revealed, but the anticipation is already
building. Martin himself has stated that
the stories are close to his heart, and the
production team seems dedicated to a
faithful adaptation.
Beyond the television show, George R.R.
Martin  has  confirmed  his  intention  to
write more Tales Of Dunk And Egg. He
has planned several more novellas that
will  follow the pair  through their  lives,
eventually  leading  to  the  tragedy  of
Summerhall,  a disaster that killed King
Aegon  V  (Egg)  and  shattered  the
Targaryen dynasty. While Martin's focus
remains  on  finishing  The  Winds  of
Winter, the possibility of more Dunk and
Egg stories is a tantalizing prospect that
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keeps the fandom hopeful.

WHY YOU SHOULD READ THE
TALES OF DUNK AND EGG

If you have only watched the Game of
Thrones television series, or if you have
only read the main books, The Tales Of
Dunk  And  Egg  offers  a  unique
experience. It is the perfect gateway into
the larger world of Westerosi lore. They
are  shorter  and  faster-paced  than  the
massive  novels  of  the  main  series,
making them an excellent starting point
for new readers. For veteran fans, they
offer  a  deep  dive  into  history,  filling  in
gaps and providing a fresh perspective
on a world we thought we knew. They
are stories about the small folk as much
as the high lords, told through the eyes
of  a man who walks the line between

both worlds.
The  humor  is  warm,  the  action  is
thrilling,  and  the  friendship  between
Dunk and Egg is one of the most genuine
and heartwarming relationships in all of
fantasy  literature.  It  is  rare  to  find  a
story that feels both epic and intimate at
the same time, but The Tales Of Dunk
And Egg  manages this feat effortlessly.
Whether  you  are  looking  for  a  light
adventure or a rich historical drama set
in  the  world  of  dragons  and  thrones,
these tales deliver.

CONCLUSION: A JOURNEY WORTH
TAKING

In  a  genre  often  dominated  by  dark
lords, apocalyptic battles, and grim anti-
heroes, The Tales Of Dunk And Egg
stands  out  as  a  beacon  of  classic
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adventure.  It  is  a  story  about  a  good
man trying his best in a world that is not
always kind, and about a hidden prince
who learns humility and wisdom from a
simple hedge knight. These novellas are
not just footnotes to a larger saga; they
are masterful works of fantasy in their
own right, full of charm, suspense, and a

deep love for the world of Westeros. As
we  look  forward  to  bringing  these
characters to life on screen, there has
never been a better time to pick up the
collected  volume,  A  Knight  of  the
Seven Kingdoms,  and join  Dunk and
Egg on the open road. You will be glad
you did.


