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INTRODUCTION:
THE HEART OF THE
DRAGONLANCE
SAGA

F o r  f a n s  o f  e p i c
fantasy,  few  names
resonate as deeply as
the  Dragonlance
Chronicles. Within this
beloved  trilogy,  the
s e c o n d  v o l u m e ,
Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii,
holds  a  special  place.
Written  by  Margaret
W e i s  a n d  T r a c y
H i c k m a n ,  t h i s

installment  transforms
t h e  s t o r y  f r o m  a
straightforward  quest
i n to  a  sp raw l i ng ,
emotionally  complex
tale  of  war,  sacrifice,
and hope. Published in
1985, this novel is not
m e r e l y  a  b r i d g e
between  the  first  and
third  books;  it  is  the
c r u c i b l e  w h e r e
characters  are  forged,
alliances  are  tested,
and  the  fate  of  the
world of Krynn hangs in
the  balance.  For  both
newcomers revisiting a
classic  and  veterans
seek ing  a  deeper
understanding,  this
n o v e l  r e m a i n s  a

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Dragons Of Winter Night Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii

2025-03-27

cornerstone  of  the
Dragonlance fantasy
series, showcasing the
authors'  mastery  of
pacing,  character
development,  and
world-building.

THE CONTEXT:
WHERE DOES THIS
BOOK FIT?

Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii
is the direct sequel to
Dragons  of  Autumn
Twilight.  The  first  book
e n d e d  w i t h  t h e
Companions  scattered
after  the  fall  of  Pax
Tharkas. The forces of
t h e  D a r k  Q u e e n ,
Takhisis,  are  on  the
march, and the War of
the  Lance  has  truly
begun.  This  second
volume  picks  up  the
threads,  sending  the
heroes  on  divergent
p a t h s  t h a t  w i l l
converge  in  the  heart
of  the  conflict.

Understanding  this
context is  crucial.  The
innocent  adventure  of
the  first  book  is  gone;
here, the War of the
Lance  takes  center
stage,  forcing  every
character  to  confront
t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e i r
choices.

PLOT OVERVIEW: A
CONTINENT IN
FLAMES

The Hunt
for the
Dragon
Orbs
The  central  plot  of
Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii
revolves  around  two
desperate  missions.
The  first  is  the  search
for  the  legendary
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Dragon  Orbs,  magical
artifacts believed to be
the only  hope against
the chromatic dragons
of Takhisis. Tanis Half-
Elven leads a group to
the  ice-bound  city  of
Tarsis  the  Beautiful,
only  to  find  it
destroyed and the orbs
missing or useless. This
quest  takes  them  to
the high peaks and the
haunting  encounters
that  define  the  novel's
emotional weight.

The Plan
for the
Whitesto
ne
Simultaneously,  a
s e c o n d ,  e q u a l l y
desperate plan unfolds.
T h e  K n i g h t s  o f
Solamnia, led by Sturm
Brightblade  and  Lord

Gunthar,  seek  to  re-
forge the Oath and the
Measure  to  unite  the
fractured  knighthood.
T h i s  s t o r y l i n e
cu lminates  in  the
defense  of  the  High
Clerist's Tower, one of
the most iconic battles
in  fantasy  literature.
The siege of the tower
is  not  just  a  military
engagement;  it  is  a
spir i tual  test  that
defines  the  very
meaning  of  honor.

CHARACTER ARCS:
GROWTH
THROUGH
SUFFERING

One  of  the  reasons
Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii
remains so powerful is
i ts  commitment  to
c h a r a c t e r - d r i v e n
storytelling.  No  one
emerges  from  this
book  unchanged.
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Tanis
Half-
Elven:
The
Reluctant
Leader
Tanis  is  torn  between
his  human  and  elven
heritage,  between  his
love  for  the  human
woman Kitiara and the
e l v e n  p r i n c e s s
L a u r a n a .  I n  t h i s
volume,  his  indecision
costs  him  dearly.  His
journey  through  the
book is one of painful
maturity,  as he learns
that  leadership means
making  choices  that
wi l l  hur t  those  he
loves.

Laurana:
The
Golden
General
Laurana  begins  the
series as a naive, love-
struck elf. In Dragons
Of Winter Night, she
t rans forms  in to  a
formidable  tactician
and  leader.  Her  time
c o m m a n d i n g  t h e
defenses  of  the  High
Clerist's  Tower  is  a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
c h a r a c t e r
development,  as  she
sheds her illusions and
embraces  her  inner
strength.  Her  arc  is
widely  considered one
of the best in the entire
Dragonlance saga.
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Sturm
Brightbla
de: The
Martyr of

Honor
Sturm's  story  in  this
book  is  a  poignant
exploration  of  duty.
The  knight,  who  has
spent his life upholding
the  lost  honor  of  his
order,  faces  his  final
test. His sacrifice in the
High Clerist's Tower is
n o t  a  m o m e n t  o f
despair but of triumph,
cementing  his  status
as  the  true  heart  of
Solamnic  knighthood.
His death is one of the
m o s t  e m o t i o n a l
moments in the trilogy.

Kitiara
uth
Matar:
The Dark
Seduction
Kitiara,  Tanis's  former
l o v e r  a n d  a
c o m m a n d e r  i n
Takhisis's  army,  is
more  complex  in  this
volume.  She  is  not  a
mere  villain;  she  is
ambitious,  ruthless,
and  tragically  human.
Her  manipulation  of
Tanis and her ultimate
betrayal  of  her  half-
brother  Raistlin  add
layers of Greek tragedy
to the narrative.
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The Gods
and the

Balance
The novel also deepens
the  theological  conflict
of Krynn. The return of
the true gods is not a
simple  salvation.  The
book  explores  the
conflict  between
P a l a d i n e  ( g o o d ) ,
Takhisis (evil), and the
neutral god Gilean. The
D r a g o n l a n c e
cosmology  is  central
here,  with  characters
l ike  Goldmoon  and
Elistan  struggling  with
faith  in  a  world  that
seems to have lost its
gods.

THEMATIC DEPTH:
MORE THAN A WAR
STORY

While  Dragons  Of
W i n t e r  N i g h t

D r a g o n l a n c e
Chronicles Volume Ii
i s  a  war  nove l ,  i t s
themes  transcend  the
battlefield.

Sacrifice: The
most prominent
theme. Every
major victory in
the book comes
at a cost. The
characters must
sacrifice their
dreams, their
lives, or their
innocence to
achieve the
greater good.
Honor vs.
Pragmatism:
The knights of
Solamnia
struggle with
ancient codes in
a modern war. Is
rigid honor a
strength or a
weakness?
Sturm's story
provides a
complex answer.
Love and
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Betrayal: The
romantic
entanglements
between Tanis,
Kitiara, and
Laurana are not
mere subplots.
They are the
emotional fuel
that drives the
narrative,
showing how
personal choices
can affect the
fate of a
continent.
The Nature of
Evil: Kitiara is
not cackling evil;
she is a product
of her harsh
world. Takhisis is
not just a
monster; she is a
force of tyranny
that must be
resisted, but the
book asks what
happens to those
who fight her for
too long.

KEY LOCATIONS:
THE WORLD OF
KRYNN

The  settings  in  this
b o o k  a r e  a s
memorable  as  the
characters.

Tarsis the
Beautiful
Once a great port city,
T a r s i s  i s  n o w  a
landlocked  ruin  after
the  Cataclysm.  The
r u i n s  o f  T a r s i s
s y m b o l i z e  t h e
shattered hope of  the
w o r l d .  T h e
Companions'  arrival
there  is  a  haunting
reminder that the past
cannot be reclaimed.

The High
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Clerist's
Tower
This  fortress  becomes
the  symbolic  heart  of
the book. Its defense is
the turning point of the
war.  The tower  is  not
just  a location;  it  is  a
character  in  its  own
right,  representing the
unyielding spirit of the
Knights  of  Solamnia.
The  battle  there  is  a
masterful  blend  of
strategy,  magic,  and
personal  sacrifice.

Ice Wall
Castle
The fortress of the evil
dragon  Feal-thas,  this
frozen  stronghold  is
w h e r e  t h e  p a r t y
encounters  the  true
horror  of  the  Dark
Queen's  servants.  The
environment itself is a

character,  with  the
cold  mirror ing  the
emotional desolation of
the captives.

LITERARY CRAFT:
WHY IT WORKS

Weis  and  Hickman
employ a technique of
parallel  narratives
that  converge  at  the
climax.  This  structure
creates tension, as the
reader  knows  more
about  the  overa l l
s ituation  than  any
single  character.  The
pacing  is  excellent,
alternating  between
desperate  act ion,
political  intrigue,  and
quiet,  character-driven
moments  of  reflection.
The prose style of this
volume is more mature
than  the  first,  with
richer descriptions and
a  more  somber  tone
tha t  matches  the
stakes.
The  use  of  magic  is
also  notable.  Raistlin's
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magic is not just a tool;
i t  i s  a  co r rup t i ng
influence  that  reflects
his inner ambition. The
magic of the clerics is a
pure, healing light, but
it comes with a price of
faith.  This  nuanced
treatment  of  power
se t s  Dragons  Of
Winter  Night  apart
from  simpler  fantasy
tales.

COMPARISON TO
OTHER FANTASY
WORKS

In  the  landscape  of
1 9 8 0 s  f a n t a s y ,
Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii
stands alongside works
like The Return of the
King and The Sword of
Shannara.  However,  it
carves its own identity
through  its  focus  on
group dynamics. Unlike
many epics that center
on a single hero, this is
a story of a fellowship

fractured and reunited.
The moral ambiguity of
characters like Raistlin
and Kitiara feels more
modern,  closer  to  the
complex anti-heroes of
George  R.R.  Martin's
later  works,  yet  i t
retains  the  classic
s e n s e  o f  h i g h
adventure.

CRITICAL AND FAN
RECEPTION

U p o n  r e l e a s e ,
Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  was praised for
deepening  the  lore  of
Krynn  and  raising  the
emotional  stakes.
Critics  and  fans  alike
highlighted  the  death
of  Sturm  Brightblade
as  a  defining  moment
in  fantasy  literature.
The  book  solidified  the
D r a g o n l a n c e
C h r o n i c l e s  a s  a
commercial and critical
success,  leading  to
decades  of  sequels,
prequels,  and  spin-offs
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set in the same world.
For many readers, this
is their favorite volume
of the trilogy, precisely
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e
darkes t  and  most
character-driven.

Legacy in
Gaming
and
Culture
The impact of this book
e x t e n d s  b e y o n d
literature.  Since  the
Dragonlance  setting
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a
campaign  world  for
Dungeons  &  Dragons,
this  novel  influenced
count less  gaming
groups.  The  siege  of
the  H igh  C ler is t ' s
Tower has been played
o u t  o n  t a b l e t o p s
around the world. The
themes  of  sacrifice

and strategy found in
this  book  remain  a
template  for  what  a
g r e a t  f a n t a s y
adventure  story  can
achieve.

CONCLUSION: AN
ENDURING
MASTERPIECE

Dragons  Of  Winter
Night  Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii
is more than a middle
chap te r ;  i t  i s  t he
e m o t i o n a l  a n d
philosophical  heart  of
the Dragonlance saga.
It takes the foundation
la id  in  Dragons  of
Autumn  Twilight  and
builds  a  cathedral  of
story,  where  every
stone is cemented with
m e a n i n g .  T h e
characters we love are
broken and rebuilt, the
world  we  explore  is
b e a u t i f u l  a n d
dangerous,  and  the
themes of honor, love,
and  sacrifice  resonate



Dragons Of Winter Night Dragonlance
Chronicles Volume Ii 11

11

long  after  the  final
page. For anyone who
wants  to  understand
why  epic  fantasy  can
be  so  moving,  this
b o o k  r e m a i n s  a n
essential,  unmissable
journey into the soul of
Krynn. High adventure
meets deep tragedy in

this volume, creating a
work that is as relevant
today as it was when it
first  lit  the
imaginations of readers
decades  ago.  Pick  it
up,  and  you  will  not
only read a story—you
will live it.


