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ANNE FRANK: UNCOVERING THE
CITY THAT SHAPED HER EARLY
YEARS

When we think of Anne Frank, our minds
often  drift  to  the  Secret  Annex  in
Amsterdam, the pages of her diary, or
the  tragic  end  of  her  life  during  the
Holocaust. However, to truly understand
the story of this remarkable young girl,
we must begin at the very start of her
journey.  The  question  Anne  Frank

where was she born  is more than a
s i m p l e  f a c t ;  i t  i s  t h e  k e y  t o
understanding the cultural and historical
backdrop that  influenced her  family  and
her destiny.
Anne  Frank  was  born  in  the  city  of
Frankfurt am Main, Germany, on June
12, 1929. Located in the state of Hesse,
Frankfurt  was  not  just  a  major  financial
and cultural hub in Germany; it was also
a  city  with  a  deeply  rooted  Jewish
community.  For  Anne’s  parents,  Otto
Frank  and  Edith  Frank-Holländer,
Frankfurt  represented  a  home  of
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opportunity,  tradition,  and  family.  This
vibrant  German  city  served  as  the
birthplace of  a girl  whose voice would
one day echo across generations, long
after her life was tragically cut short.
Understanding  the  birthplace  of  Anne
Frank  allows  us  to  piece  together  the
early threads of her identity. It explains
the  family’s  deep  German  roots,  their
liberal Jewish practices, and the societal
shifts  that  eventually  forced  them  to
flee.  Let’s  explore  the  world  into  which
Anne was born and how that city shaped
the first four years of her life.

THE HISTORICAL SETTING:
FRANKFURT AM MAIN IN 1929

A City of Culture
and Commerce
In the late 1920s, Frankfurt was a city of
contrasts.  It  was  a  thriving  center  of
trade,  home  to  one  of  Europe’s  most
important stock exchanges,  and a hub
for  the  arts  and  sciences.  The  city
boasted  a  famous  university,  a  world-
class  opera  house,  and  a  l iberal,
cosmopolitan atmosphere. For the Frank
family, this environment was ideal. Otto
Frank, Anne’s father, came from a family
of  bankers  and  was  himself  a  well-
educated  businessman.  Edith  Frank
came from a  similarly  affluent  industrial
family.
The  neighborhood  where  the  Franks
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lived  reflects  this  middle-class  comfort.
The family resided in an apartment at
Marbachweg  307  in  the  Dornbusch
district of Frankfurt. This was a pleasant,
suburban  area,  far  from the  inner-city
poverty  that  plagued  many  parts  of
Germany at the time. It is essential to
note  that  when  the  question  Anne
Frank  where  was  she  born  i s
answered, it points to a specific location
within  a  city  that  was,  at  the time,  a
beacon of intellectual and economic life
in Germany.

The Growing

Shadow of
Political Unrest
Despite the prosperity of families like the
Franks, 1929 was also a year of profound
political  instability.  The  Weimar
Republic  was  struggling  under  the
weight of reparations from World War I,
and  the  Great  Depression  was  just
beginning  to  grip  the  globe.  This
economic despair created fertile ground
for  extremist  political  parties,  most
notably  the  Nazi  Party  (NSDAP).
Although the Nazis were not yet in power
when Anne was born, their influence was
growing rapidly in Frankfurt. The city had
a  significant  Jewish  population—over
30,000  people—and  while  many  were



4

4 Anne Frank Where Was She Born 2023-09-19

fully integrated into German society, the
anti-Semitic  rhetoric  of  the  Nazis  was
becoming louder. This tension between
the liberal, cultured life of the city and
the rising tide of hatred is the context in
which  the  Frank  family  lived.  Anne’s
early  childhood  was  thus  spent  in  a
Germany  that  was  both  sophisticated
and  increasingly  dangerous  for  Jewish
families.

ANNE’S EARLY LIFE IN
FRANKFURT (1929 – 1933)

A Happy and

Secure
Childhood
For  the  first  four  years  of  her  life,  Anne
enjoyed a typical, happy childhood. She
lived  with  her  parents  and  her  older
sister,  Margot  Frank,  who  was  three
years  her  senior.  The  family  was  not
strictly  orthodox  in  their  Jewish  faith;
they  were  liberal  Jews  who celebrated
the  main  holidays  but  also  integrated
fully into German secular culture. Anne
was  known  as  a  lively,  talkative,  and
curious  child—a  personality  trait  that
would later define her writing.
Neighbors and later accounts describe a
warm  household.  Otto  Frank  was  a
devoted father, and Edith was a caring
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mother.  They  lived  a  comfortable  life,
su r rounded  by  fami l y .  Anne ’ s
grandmother,  who lived  with  them for
extended  periods,  played  a  significant
role  in  her  early  years.  The  question
Anne  Frank  where  was  she  born
leads  us  directly  to  this  period  of
innocence,  a time before fear  dictated
the family’s every move.

The Move to the
Ganghoferstrass
e
In  1931,  the  family  moved  to  a  new
apartment  at  Ganghoferstrasse  24,
also in the Dornbusch district. This was a

modern  bui ld ing  with  a  garden,
providing even more space for the two
young girls to play. For Anne, this was
h o m e .  S h e  h a d  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e
neighborhood,  she  attended  the  local
kindergarten, and her life was filled with
the simple joys of early childhood.
It  is  important to recognize that these
years  were  the  foundation  of  Anne’s
identity.  She was  a  German girl,  born
and  raised  in  a  city  she  loved.  The
language she spoke was German,  and
her culture was intrinsically tied to that
of Frankfurt. This deep connection to her
birthplace makes the family’s later flight
from  Germany  all  the  more  poignant.
They were  not  leaving a  foreign land;
they were leaving home.
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THE EXODUS: WHY THE FRANKS
LEFT FRANKFURT

The Rise of the
Nazi Regime
The  world  of  Anne  Frank  changed
dramatically  on  January  30,  1933,
when  Adolf  Hit ler  was  appointed
Chancel lor  of  Germany.  A lmost
immediately, anti-Jewish legislation and
boycotts  began.  The  open,  tolerant
society  that  the  Franks  had  known
started  to  crack.  For  Otto  Frank,  a
pragmatic  and  observant  man,  the
warning  signs  were  clear.
While  the  family  was  not  immediately
physically  harmed,  the  social  and

economic  restrictions  were  suffocating.
Jewish  businesses  were  boycotted,
Jewish children were forced out of public
schools, and the general atmosphere of
hatred made daily life a struggle. Otto
Frank saw that there was no future for
his  family  in  Germany.  The  city  that
answered  the  question  Anne  Frank
where was she born  was  no  longer
safe for her to grow up in.

A Calculated
Escape to
Amsterdam
Otto Frank was one of the many Jewish
Germans  who  acted  quickly.  He  had
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business connections in the Netherlands,
having worked for a bank in Amsterdam
earlier in his career. In the summer of
1933,  he  moved  to  Amsterdam  to
establish a new branch of the company
Opekta,  which sold  pectin  for  making
jam.
Edith followed with the children later in
1933.  The family initially  settled in an
apartment on the Merwedeplein square
in  the  Riv ierenbuurt  d ist r ic t  o f
Amsterdam.  Anne  was  just  four  years
old.  She  was  uprooted  from  the  only
home  she  had  ever  known,  leaving
behind  her  grandmother,  cousins,  and
friends in Frankfurt. This migration is the
pivotal  moment  that  transforms  Anne
from  a  German  girl  into  the  famous
Dutch diarist we know today.

FRANKFURT’S LEGACY IN ANNE’S
WRITING

A Distant
Memory of
Birthplace
Anne’s diary does not dwell heavily on
her life  in Frankfurt,  primarily  because
she  was  so  young  when  she  left .
However, the influence of her birthplace
is  present  throughout  her  writing.  She
wrote  in  German  in  her  ear l iest
notebooks,  and  her  family  maintained
German  tradit ions  at  home.  The
structure of  her  language,  her  cultural
references, and her sense of order were
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all shaped by her first years in Germany.
When she writes about her “former life”
or  her  “happy  days,”  she  is  often
referencing the security she felt before
the  war,  a  security  that  began in  the
house  on  the  Ganghoferstrasse.  The
question Anne Frank where was she
born is answered not only by geography
but by this emotional context. It was a
place of safety that was violently taken
away.

The Loss of
German Identity
One of the most tragic aspects of Anne’s
story  i s  the  loss  o f  her  German
citizenship.  In  1941,  the  Nazi  regime

enacted  a  law  stripping  Jews  of  their
citizenship. Anne, Born in Frankfurt, was
officially  no  longer  a  German.  She  was
stateless. This legal act severed her from
her  birthplace  in  a  bureaucratic,  yet
profoundly symbolic way.
In Amsterdam, Anne fully embraced her
new  life.  She  learned  Dutch  fluently,
made Dutch friends, and considered the
Netherlands her home. Yet, the shadow
of her German past remained. When she
and  her  family  went  into  hiding,  they
were  h id ing  f rom  a  regime  that
originated  in  the  country  of  her  birth.
The  irony  is  heart-wrenching:  the  city
that gave her life was also the seat of
the power that sought to end it.

MODERN-DAY FRANKFURT:
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REMEMBERING ANNE FRANK

Preserving the
Birthplace
Today, the city of Frankfurt takes its role
in  Anne Frank’s  history  very  seriously.
The house at Marbachweg 307 and the
apartment at Ganghoferstrasse 24 are
not open to the public as museums (they
are  private  residences),  but  they  are
marked  with  commemorative  plaques.
The  city  has  made  a  conscious  effort  to
ensure that  the question Anne Frank
where  was  she  born  remains  a
prominent part of historical education.

The Anne Frank
Educational
Center
Frankfurt  is  home to the Anne Frank
E d u c a t i o n a l  C e n t e r
(Jugendbegegnungsstätte  Anne
Frank) ,  which  is  located  in  the
basement  of  the  house  where  Anne’s
grandmother once lived. This institution
serves as a vital hub for education about
the  Holocaust,  anti-Semitism,  and
discrimination.  It  hosts  exhibitions  and
workshops  that  bring  Anne’s  story  full
circle, back to the German city she was
forced to flee.
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Visiting  Frankfurt  offers  a  unique
perspective on Anne’s story. It contrasts
sharply with the Anne Frank House in
Amsterdam. In Amsterdam, we see the
hiding  place;  in  Frankfurt,  we  see  the
starting  point.  Together,  they  tell  the
complete story of a life interrupted.

WHY THIS QUESTION MATTERS

The query Anne Frank where was she
born  is  often  one  of  the  first  questions
people ask when learning about her. It is
a  simple  fact,  but  it  carries  immense
weight. By understanding that Anne was
German,  we  challenge  the  revisionist
history  that  tries  to  separate  Jewish
people from their national identities.
Anne Frank was a German girl. She was
a  Dutch  teenager.  She  was  a  Jewish
victim  of  the  Holocaust.  All  of  these

identities are true and valid. Her birth in
Frankfurt reminds us that the victims of
the Nazis were not strangers; they were
neighbors,  classmates,  and  citizens  of
the very  countries  that  turned against
them.
Here is  a  quick summary of  key facts
regarding her birthplace:

City: Frankfurt am Main
Country: Germany
Date of Birth: June 12, 1929
First Residence: Marbachweg
307, Dornbusch district
Second Residence:
Ganghoferstrasse 24, Dornbusch
district
Year of Emigration: 1933
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THE GLOBAL SYMBOL OF
FRANKFURT’S LOSS

Anne  Frank’s  story  is  not  just  one  of
hiding and tragedy; it is also a story of
displacement.  The  city  that  answered
the question Anne Frank where was
she born lost a future writer, a potential
leader,  and a  vibrant  young soul.  The
world lost her too. Yet, in a strange way,
Frankfurt reclaims a part of her legacy
not  through  possession,  but  through

remembrance.
The streets where she played, the park
benches where her mother might have
sat, and the schools she was forced to
leave—these are now silent witnesses to
history.  They are a testament to what
happens when a society allows hatred to
dictate  its  laws.  For  educators  and
historians, the birthplace of Anne Frank
is a crucial geographic point. It grounds
the story


