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YOUR ROADMAP
TO PASSING THE
MICHIGAN STATE
CERTIFIED
MECHANIC TEST

Becoming  a  certified
automotive  technician
in  Michigan  is  more
than  just  a  career
move—it’s  a  mark  of
professionalism,  trust,
a n d  t e c h n i c a l
e x c e l l e n c e .  T h e
Mich igan  S ta te
Certified  Mechanic
Test is the gateway to
proving your skills and
earning the respect of

e m p l o y e r s  a n d
cus tomers  a l i ke .
Whether you are fresh
out  o f  a  techn ica l
s c h o o l  o r  a n
experienced technician
looking  to  formalize
your  c redent ia l s ,
understanding  every
a s p e c t  o f  t h i s
certification  process
wi l l  set  you  up  for
s u c c e s s .  T h i s
comprehensive  guide
walks you through the
requirements,  test
structure,  preparation
strategies,  and  the
tangible  benefits  of
h o l d i n g  a  s t a t e
certification  in  the
Great  Lakes  State.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/
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WHAT IS THE
MICHIGAN STATE
CERTIFIED
MECHANIC TEST?

The  Michigan  State
Certified Mechanic Test
i s  a  s tandard i zed
e x a m i n a t i o n
administered  by  the
Michigan  Department
of  State  (MDOS)  as
part  of  the  state’s
mechanic  certification
program. It is designed
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t
automotive  repair
technicians  possess
the  knowledge  and
skil ls  necessary  to
perform safe, accurate,
and ethical  repairs  on
vehicles.  Unlike  the
n a t i o n a l  A S E
(Automotive  Service
E x c e l l e n c e )
certification,  the
Michigan  test  focuses
specifically  on  state-
regu la ted  a reas ,
including  emissions
inspections,  safety

inspections, and brake
systems.
To  legal ly  perform
certain  repairs  and
inspections—particularl
y  b r a k e  w o r k  a n d
e m i s s i o n s - r e l a t e d
services—mechanics in
Michigan  must  hold  a
valid state certification.
Passing  this  test  is  a
p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r
obtaining  a  Michigan
M e c h a n i c
Certification,  which
mus t  be  r enewed
every  two  years.  The
t e s t  i s  n o t  j u s t  a
formality;  it  protects
c o n s u m e r s  a n d
upholds the integrity of
the  automotive  repair
industry  across  the
state.

Why
Michigan
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Requires
Its Own
Certificati

on
Michigan  has  unique
environmental  and
safety regulations that
go  beyond  federal
standards. Because the
state  is  home  to  a
massive  automotive
industry and a diverse
climate  that  stresses
vehicle  components,
the  Michigan  State
Certified Mechanic Test
e n s u r e s  t h a t
technicians understand
local  laws,  emissions
testing  protocols,  and
the  specific  wear
patterns  common  in
t h e  r e g i o n .  F o r
example,  rust  from
winter  road  salt  can
compromise  brake

lines  and  suspension
par ts ,  so  the  tes t
inc ludes  deta i led
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t
corrosion  inspection
and  repair  procedures.
Furthermore,  Michigan
law mandates that any
shop performing brake
repairs must employ at
least  one  certified
mechanic.  This  legal
requirement  means
that  passing  the  test
not only enhances your
resume but also makes
you an invaluable asset
to any repair facility.

WHO SHOULD
TAKE THE
MICHIGAN STATE
CERTIFIED
MECHANIC TEST?

I f  y o u  w o r k  i n  a n
automotive repair shop
in  Michigan,  you  will
l i k e l y  n e e d  t h i s
certification  at  some
point.  Specifically,  the
test  is  relevant  for:



4

4 Michigan State Certified Mechanic
Test

2026-04-15

Entry-level
technicians who
want to kick-start
their career with
a recognized
credential.
Experienced
mechanics who
have been
working “under
the table” or
without formal
certification and
now need to
comply with
state law.
Shop owners
and managers
who must ensure
their facility
meets legal
staffing
requirements.
Technicians
moving from
other states
who need to
transfer their
credentials to
Michigan
standards.

Even  if  you  already

hold  ASE  certifications,
the  Mich igan  tes t
covers  specific  state-
level  knowledge  that
ASE does not address.
Thus, most technicians
will  need to  take  and
p a s s  t h i s  e x a m
separately.

UNDERSTANDING
THE TEST
STRUCTURE

The  Michigan  State
Certified Mechanic Test
is  divided  into  two
main  sections:  the
Brake  Test  and  the
Emiss ions /Safety
Test.  Candidates  can
choose to take one or
both, depending on the
scope  of  work  they
intend to perform. Most
s h o p s ,  h o w e v e r ,
require  technicians  to
hold both certifications.
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Brake
Certificati

on Test
This portion focuses on
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,
diagnosis, and repair of
brake  sys tems.  I t
cove r s  hyd rau l i c
systems,  power  assist
units,  disc  and  drum
brakes ,  ant i - l ock
braking systems (ABS),
and  parking  brakes.
The  test  emphasizes
safety  and  proper
procedures,  including
brake  fluid  handling
a n d  b l e e d i n g
techniques.  Expect
questions  about  brake
line  corrosion,  pad
wear  indicators,  and
the  legal  l imits  for
brake  performance
d u r i n g  a  s t a t e
inspection.

Emissions
and
Safety
Certificati
on Test
The second part of the
e x a m  a d d r e s s e s
vehic le  emiss ions
control  systems  and
g e n e r a l  s a f e t y
inspections.  Topics
include:

On-board
diagnostics
(OBD-II) and
check engine
light protocols
Evaporative
emissions (EVAP)
system testing
Catalytic
converter and
exhaust gas
recirculation
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(EGR) system
function
Safety items:
lights, wipers,
tires, steering,
suspension, and
seat belts
Michigan’s
specific
emissions waiver
and repair cost
limits

Both tests  are closed-
book  and  consist  of
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions.  You  must
answer  at  least  70%
correctly  to  pass.  The
e x a m s  a r e
a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t
approved  tes t ing
centers,  usually  via
computer.  You  wil l
receive  your  score
immediately  after
finishing.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE
MICHIGAN STATE

CERTIFIED
MECHANIC TEST

Proper  preparation  is
the difference between
passing  on  your  first
attempt  and  facing  a
costly retake. Here are
proven  strategies  to
master  the  material.

Study
Official
Resource
s
T h e  M i c h i g a n
Department  of  State
provides  a  Mechanic
Certification  Study
Guide  that  outlines
every topic covered on
the test. Download the
latest version from the
M D O S  w e b s i t e .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
Michigan  Vehicle
C o d e  a n d  t h e
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M i c h i g a n
Administrative  Code
(R 257.901 et  seq.)
conta in  the  l ega l
requirements you must
k n o w .  H i g h l i g h t
sections  that  specify
inspection  criteria,
repair  documentation,
and  consumer  rights.

Hands-On
Practice
T h e  t h e o r y  i s
important, but the test
also  expects  you  to
apply  knowledge  to
real-world  scenarios.
Spend time in the shop
p r a c t i c i n g  b r a k e
inspections,  using  a
scan  tool  to  interpret
diagnostic  trouble
codes  (DTCs),  and
performing  emissions
system checks.  If  you
are  no t  cu r ren t l y
employed  in  a  shop,
consider  volunteering
at a technical school or

shadowing  a  certified
mechanic.

Take
Practice
Tests
S e v e r a l  o n l i n e
platforms  offer  sample
ques t ions  fo r  the
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e
Certified  Mechanic
Test.  While  these  are
not  official,  they  help
you  get  comfortable
with  the  format  and
t i m i n g .  F o c u s  o n
questions that ask you
to identify  the correct
procedure  for  a  given
symptom, as the exam
f a v o r s  p r a c t i c a l
troubleshooting  over
rote  memorization.

Attend a
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Prep
Course
Community  colleges
and  t rade  schools
across  Michigan,  such
as Henry Ford College
a n d  L a n s i n g
Community  College,
offer  short  courses
specifically  for
mechanic  certification
prep.  These  classes
often include hands-on
labs  and  access  to
instructors  who  have
t a k e n  t h e  t e s t
t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e
investment  of  a  few
hundred  dollars  can
save you weeks of self-
study.

STEP-BY-STEP
PROCESS TO
REGISTER AND
TAKE THE TEST

Check your1.
eligibility. You

must be at least
18 years old and
have a high
school diploma
or GED. No prior
work experience
is required, but it
is highly
recommended.
Sign up with2.
the MDOS. Visit
the Michigan
Department of
State’s Mechanic
Certification
page and create
an account. You
will select the
test(s) you want
to take and pay
the fee (currently
around $30 per
test section).
Find a testing3.
center. MDOS
partners with
Pearson VUE and
other providers.
Choose a
location
convenient to
you—centers are
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available in most
major cities
including Detroit,
Grand Rapids,
Lansing, and
Traverse City.
Schedule your4.
appointment.
Tests are offered
on a rolling basis.
Book at least two
to three weeks in
advance to
secure your
preferred date.
Take the test.5.
Arrive 15
minutes early
with a valid
photo ID. No
calculators,
phones, or
reference
materials are
allowed. The test
takes about two
hours per
section.
Receive your6.
results. If you
pass, your
certification is

automatically
recorded in the
MDOS system.
You will receive a
wallet card in the
mail within two
weeks.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

Many  tes t - takers
s t rugg le  w i th  the
breadth  of  material.
The  Michigan  State
Certified Mechanic Test
i s  n o t  i n c r e d i b l y
difficult,  but  it  is
thorough.  Here  are
three  common  pitfalls:

Overlooking
emissions
details.
Technicians who
primarily do
brake work may
underestimate
the emissions
portion. Study
the OBD-II
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monitor
readiness criteria
and know the
difference
between a “not
ready” status
and a failed
monitor.
Misinterpreting
legal language.
Some questions
quote directly
from the
Michigan Vehicle
Code. Practice
reading legal
text and
understanding
terms like
“shall,” “may,”
and “must.”
Rushing
through safety
questions.
Safety is heavily
weighted. A
single missed
question about
brake fluid
toxicity or jack
stand placement
can cost you the

pass.

BENEFITS OF
PASSING THE
MICHIGAN STATE
CERTIFIED
MECHANIC TEST

Beyond fulfilling a legal
requirement,  earning
y o u r  M i c h i g a n
certification  opens
doors.  Certified
mechanics  typically
earn  higher  wages
because  shops  can
l e g a l l y  b i l l  f o r
inspections and repairs
performed  by  certified
staff.  Insurance
companies  often  give
discounts  to  certified
techn i c i ans ,  and
customers  are  more
likely  to  trust  a  shop
that  displays  state
certifications
prominently.
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
certification  is  portable
within Michigan. If you
move  from a  shop  in
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Detroit to one in Grand
Rapids, your credential
s t a y s  v a l i d .  A n d
because  Michigan’s
program is one of the
most respected in the
c o u n t r y ,  s o m e
neighboring  states
r e c o g n i z e  i t  f o r
reciprocity  when  you
are  relocating.

MAINTAINING
YOUR
CERTIFICATION

Your  Michigan  State
Certified Mechanic Test
certification  is  valid  for
two  years.  To  renew,
you  must  either  pass
t h e  t e s t  a g a i n  o r
d e m o n s t r a t e
continuing  education.
The  MDOS  accepts
c r e d i t s  f r o m  A S E
recertification,
manufacturer  training,
and  approved  college
courses. Keep copies of
all  certificates  and
receipts in case of  an
audit.

It  is  also wise to stay
updated on changes to
Michigan’s  inspection
rules.  For  example,  in
2 0 2 3 ,  t h e  s t a t e
modified  its  emissions
testing  requirements
for  cer ta in  mode l
years. Regularly check
the  MDOS  website  or
subscr ibe  to  their
newsletter  to  stay
compliant.

CONCLUSION

The  Michigan  State
Certified  Mechanic
Test  is  more  than  a
hurdle to jump—it is a
career accelerator that
v a l i d a t e s  y o u r
expert ise  in  brake
systems,  emissions
control,  and  safety
i n s p e c t i o n s .  B y
understanding the test
structure,  preparing
with  official  resources
and hands-on practice,
and  navigating  the
registration  process
smoothly, you can earn
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your  certification  with
confidence.  Whether
you  are  aiming  for  a
promotion,  starting
your  own  shop,  or
s imply  prov ing  to
yourself that you have
the  skills,  this  state
credential  sets  you

apart  in  Michigan’s
c o m p e t i t i v e
automotive  repair
industry. Start studying
today,  and  take  the
nex t  s tep  t oward
becoming  a  trusted,
certified  professional
behind  the  wrench.


