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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE THREE GREAT
ABRAHAMIC
SCRIPTURES

T h e  t h r e e  m a j o r
m o n o t h e i s t i c
r e l i g i o n s — I s l a m ,
Chr i s t i an i ty ,  and
Judaism—are  often
referred  to  as  the
Abrahamic  fa i ths,
tracing  their  spiritual
lineage  back  to  the
patriarch  Abraham.  At
the  hear t  o f  each
tradition  lies  a  sacred
scripture that serves as
the  foundat ion  o f
belief,  practice,  and
law.  For  Muslims,  the

Quran is the unaltered
word  of  God  revealed
t o  t h e  P r o p h e t
M u h a m m a d .  F o r
Christians, the Bible is
the  inspired  collection
of books that tells the
s t o r y  o f  G o d ’ s
c o v e n a n t  w i t h
humanity  through
Jesus Christ.  For  Jews,
t h e  T o r a h  i s  t h e
primary  document  of
divine  instruction,  the
first  five  books  of  the
H e b r e w  B i b l e .
Understanding  the
d i s t i n c t i o n s  a n d
connections  between
the  Quran,  the  Bible,
a n d  t h e  T o r a h  i s
essential  for  interfaith
dialogue,  theological
study,  and  respectful
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coexistence.  Th is
article  explores  their
origins,  contents,  key
teachings,  textual
history,  and  areas  of
both convergence and
divergence.

ORIGINS AND
REVELATION

The
Torah:
The
Foundatio
n of
Judaism
In Judaism, the Torah is
considered  the  direct
revelation from God to
Moses on Mount Sinai.
Tradit ional ly,  i t  is
believed that the Torah
w a s  g i v e n  i n  i t s

entirety,  both  written
and  oral,  around  the
13th century BCE. The
written  Torah  consists
of  five  books:  Genesis,
Exodus,  Levit icus,
N u m b e r s ,  a n d
Deuteronomy.  These
books  recount  the
creation  of  the  world,
t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l
narratives,  the exodus
from Egypt, the giving
of  the  Law,  and  the
j o u r n e y  t o  t h e
Promised  Land.  The
Torah  is  not  merely
h i s t o r y ;  i t  i s  t h e
constitution  of  the
J e w i s h  p e o p l e ,
c o n t a i n i n g  6 1 3
c o m m a n d m e n t s
(mitzvot)  that  cover
e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f
l i f e — f r o m  r i t u a l
worship to civil law.

The Bible:
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A Diverse
Collection
for

Christians
The Christian Bible is a
library of 66 books (in
the  Protestant  canon)
divided  into  the  Old
Testament  and  the
New  Testament.  The
O l d  T e s t a m e n t
corresponds largely  to
the  Jewish  Tanakh
(which  includes  the
Torah,  Prophets,  and
Writings),  while  the
New  Testament  i s
unique  to  Christianity,
containing the Gospels,
Acts  of  the  Apostles,
E p i s t l e s ,  a n d
Revelation.  Christians
believe  the  Bible  was
w r i t t e n  o v e r
approximately  1,500
years  by  about  40

human  authors,  all
inspired  by  the  Holy
S p i r i t .  T h e  N e w
Testament  focuses  on
the  life,  death,  and
resurrection  of  Jesus
C h r i s t ,  w h o m
Christians  regard  as
the  Messiah  and  the
Son of God. Unlike the
Torah, which is seen as
direct  dictat ion  in
Jewish  tradition,  the
Bible is understood by
most  Christ ians  as
God-breathed  but
written through human
personal i t ies  and
historical  contexts.

The
Quran:
The Final
Revelatio
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n for
Muslims
Muslims  believe  that
the Quran is the literal
word  of  God  (Allah),
revealed  in  Arabic  to
t h e  P r o p h e t
Muhammad  through
the angel Gabriel over
a  period  of  about  23
years  (610–632  CE).
T h e  Q u r a n  i s
considered  the  final
a n d  c o m p l e t e
revelation, superseding
all previous scriptures,
including  the  Torah
and the Gospel (Injil). It
is  divided  into  114
chapters  (surahs)  of
v a r y i n g  l e n g t h s ,
composed  of  verses
(ayah).  Muslims  hold
tha t  t he  Qu ran  i s
preserved  exactly  as
revealed,  without  any
alteration,  and  that  it
serves  as  a  guide  for
a l l  humani ty .  The

Quran  f requent ly
references  the  Torah
a n d  t h e  G o s p e l ,
affirming  them  as
e a r l i e r  d i v i n e
revelations  but  also
stating that they have
been  corrupted  over
time, necessitating the
final,  uncorrupted
revelation.

CONTENT AND
STRUCTURE

Torah:
Law and
Narrative
The Torah is  primarily
a  legal  and  narrative
text.  Its  stories—from
Adam and Eve to  the
binding of  Isaac,  from
the plagues of Egypt to
the crossing of the Red
Sea—are  foundational
to Jewish identity. The
legal sections, such as
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t h e  T e n
Commandments  and
the  detailed  codes  of
the Covenant Code and
Holiness Code, provide
ethical,  ritual,  and
social  guidelines.  The
Torah  is  read  publicly
in  synagogues  on  a
yearly  cycle,  and  its
interpretation  through
t h e  T a l m u d  a n d
Midrash forms the core
of rabbinic Judaism.

Bible:
Narrative,
Prophecy,
Poetry,
and
Epistles
The  Bible  is  far  more
diverse  in  genre.  The
O l d  T e s t a m e n t

contains  historical
books  (Joshua,  Kings),
poetry  (Psalms,  Song
of  Solomon),  wisdom
literature  (Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes),  and
p r o p h e t i c  b o o k s
(Isaiah,  Jeremiah).  The
N e w  T e s t a m e n t
includes  four  Gospel
accounts of Jesus’s life,
a historical narrative of
the early church (Acts),
l e t t e r s  t o
c o n g r e g a t i o n s
(Epist les) ,  and  an
apocalyptic  vision
(Revelat ion).  This
variety makes the Bible
a  rich  tapestry  that
addresses  theology,
morality,  worship,  and
eschatology.

Quran:
Divine
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Discourse
and

Guidance
The Quran is unique in
that it is not arranged
chronologically  but
thematical ly,  with
l o n g e r  c h a p t e r s
genera l l y  p l aced
earlier.  It  addresses
God directly in the first
person or through the
collective “We,” and it
f r e q u e n t l y  u s e s
rhetorical  questions,
oaths,  and  parables.
The  Quran  covers
topics  such  as  the
o n e n e s s  o f  G o d
(tawhid),  prophethood,
the  afterlife,  moral
conduct,  family  law,
and  stories  of  earlier
prophets—many  of
whom  appear  in  the
Torah  and  Bible,  like
Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Moses,  and  Jesus.

However,  the  Quran
often  retel ls  these
stories  with  different
details  and emphases,
asserting its role as a
c o r r e c t i v e  a n d
completion  of  earlier
scriptures.

KEY TEACHINGS
AND DOCTRINES

Concept
of God

Torah
(Judaism): God
is one, eternal,
transcendent,
and personal.
The Shema
prayer
(Deuteronomy
6:4) declares:
“Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our
God, the Lord is
one.” God is a
covenant partner
with Israel,
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demanding
justice, mercy,
and holiness.
Bible
(Christianity):
God is one being
existing in three
persons: Father,
Son, and Holy
Spirit (the
Trinity). Jesus is
both fully God
and fully man,
and salvation
comes through
faith in his
atoning death
and resurrection.
Quran (Islam):
God is absolutely
one (tawhid),
with no partners,
no offspring, and
no equal. The
concept of the
Trinity is
explicitly
rejected (Surah
An-Nisa 4:171).
Jesus is a revered
prophet and
Messiah, but not

divine.

Scripture
and
Revelatio
n

Torah: The
Torah is the core
revelation, but
the Written
Torah is
complemented
by the Oral Torah
(interpreted
through the
Talmud). The
Tanakh as a
whole is
authoritative.
Bible: The Old
and New
Testaments
together are the
inspired Word of
God.
Interpretation
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varies among
denominations—
some hold to
inerrancy, others
to infallibility in
matters of faith.
Quran: The
Quran is the
final, infallible,
and miraculous
revelation.
Muslims also
believe in the
earlier scriptures
(Torah, Psalms,
Gospel) but
maintain that
only the Quran
remains in its
pure original
form.

Salvation
and the
Afterlife

Judaism:
Salvation is
understood as

collective
redemption and
individual
righteousness.
The afterlife is
less emphasized;
focus is on living
according to
God’s laws in this
world.
Christianity:
Salvation is
through grace by
faith in Jesus
Christ. Eternal
life in heaven or
hell depends on
one’s
relationship with
Christ.
Islam: Salvation
involves belief in
one God, doing
good deeds, and
seeking God’s
mercy. Judgment
Day determines
one’s eternal
fate in Paradise
(Jannah) or Hell
(Jahannam).
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TEXTUAL
INTEGRITY AND
PRESERVATION

Torah: A
Living
Tradition
The Hebrew text of the
T o r a h  h a s  b e e n
meticulously preserved
by  Jew ish  sc r ibes
(soferim) for millennia.
The  Masoretic  Text,
developed between the
7th and 10th centuries
CE, is the authoritative
version. The Dead Sea
Scrolls,  dating  to  the
Second Temple period,
confirm the remarkable
stability  of  the  text.
However,  the Torah is
not seen as static;  its
interpretation  evolves
th rough  rabb in i c
debate and responsa.

Bible:
Manuscri
pt
Diversity
The  Bible  was  written
in  Hebrew,  Aramaic,
and Greek.  Thousands
of  New  Testament
manuscripts  exist,
r a n g i n g  f r o m
fragments to complete
codices,  with  some
variations.  Scholars
use textual criticism to
reconstruct the earliest
readings.  While  the
original autographs are
lost,  the  reliability  of
the  bibl ical  text  is
affirmed  by  the
majority  of  scholars.
The canon of the Bible
was  sett led  by  the
early  church  councils
(e.g., Carthage 397 CE)
for the New Testament,
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w h i l e  t h e  O l d
Testament  canon  was
inherited  from  Jewish
tradition.

Quran:
Unchangi
ng Text
Muslims  believe  the
Quran  is  preserved
verbally and in writing.
The standard Uthmanic
codex, compiled under
Caliph Uthman around
650 CE, is the basis of
all modern Qurans. The
text  has  remained
unchanged  for  over
1,400  years,  with  a
strong  oral  tradition
(tajwid)  that  ensures
accurate  recitation.
The Quran is regarded
as  the  only  scripture
that has been perfectly
preserved in its original
language,  without  any
human editing.

SIMILARITIES AND
SHARED
NARRATIVES

Despite  significant
theological  differences,
the  three  scriptures
share  many  common
elements:

Monotheism:
All three affirm
the existence of
one supreme
God who created
the universe.
Prophets:
Figures like
Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses,
and Jesus appear
in all three
traditions,
though their
roles and divine
status vary.
Ethical
Teachings: The
Ten
Commandments
are central to
Judaism and
Christianity; the
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Quran contains
similar
prohibitions
against murder,
theft, and false
witness.
Eschatology: All
three believe in a
final judgment,
resurrection of
the dead, and an
eternal reward or
punishment.
Scripture as
Authority: Each
tradition treats
its scripture as
the ultimate
source of divine
guidance for
faith and
practice.

KEY DIFFERENCES

The  mos t  c r i t i ca l
divergence  points
include:

Nature of
Jesus: Judaism
rejects Jesus as
Messiah;

Christianity
worships him as
God incarnate;
Islam honors him
as a prophet and
Messiah but
strictly denies his
divinity and
crucifixion/death
(as described in
the Bible).
Law vs. Grace:
Judaism
emphasizes
obedience to
Torah law;
Christianity
teaches salvation
by grace through
faith, not by
works of the law;
Islam blends
faith and good
works, with
God’s mercy as
decisive.
Supersessionis
m: Christianity
views itself as
the fulfillment of
the Old
Covenant; Islam
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considers the
Quran as the
final revelation
that abrogates
earlier scriptures.
Judaism holds
that the Torah
remains valid
and eternal.
Scriptural
Canon: The
Jewish Tanakh
has 24 books;
the Christian Old
Testament has
39 (Protestant)
or 46 (Catholic);
the Quran is a
single book of
114 surahs.

CONCLUSION:
RESPECTING
DISTINCT PATHS

The  Quran,  Bible,
and  Torah  are  three
d i s t i n c t  b u t
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
scriptures  that  have
shaped  the  beliefs,
c u l t u r e s ,  a n d
civilizations  of  billions

of  people.  While  they
s h a r e  a  c o m m o n
Abrahamic  heritage
and  many  e th i ca l
p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e i r
theological  claims
diverge  profoundly,
especially  regarding
the nature of God, the
role  of  Jesus,  and the
path  to  sa lvat ion.
Understanding  these
differences  with
nuance and respect is
crucial  for  interfaith
dialogue  and  peaceful
coexistence.  Rather
than  viewing  them as
c o m p e t i n g  t r u t h
c l a i m s ,  o n e  c a n
appreciate each text as
a unique expression of
humanity’s  search  for
the  divine.  Whether
studied as a believer or
a n  o b s e r v e r ,  t h e
Quran,  the  Bible,  and
the  Torah  each  offer
profound  insights  into
the  human  condition
and  the  endur ing
quest ion  o f  God’s
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re la t ionsh ip  w i th creation.


