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INTRODUCTION: THE TURNING
POINT IN WESTEROS

Few television seasons have captured
the collective imagination quite like the
fourth installment of HBO's epic fantasy
series. Game Of Thrones Season 4
Episodes Guide serves as a roadmap
through what many fans consider the
peak of the entire series. Premiering in

April 2014, this season adapted the
second half of A Storm of Swords while
incorporating early elements from A
Feast for Crows and A Dance with
Dragons. The result was a masterclass in
television storytelling—a season defined
by shocking betrayals, harrowing battles,
and the kind of gut-wrenching twists that
became the show's trademark. Whether
you are revisiting this iconic stretch of
episodes or experiencing them for the
first time, understanding the arc of each
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installment is essential to appreciating
why this season remains a benchmark
for fantasy drama.

SETTING THE STAGE: THE
LANDSCAPE AFTER THE RED
WEDDING

Season 4 opens in the immediate
aftermath of the Red Wedding, with the
Lannisters seemingly ascendant and the
Starks all but destroyed. The realm is
still reeling from the massacre at the
Twins, and the balance of power has
shifted decisively toward King's Landing.
However, as any follower of this series
knows, power in Westeros is never
stable. Across the Narrow Sea, Daenerys
Targaryen continues to build her army
and her reputation as a liberator. In the
North, the Night's Watch faces an

existential threat beyond the Wall. And
in the capital, the lions of Casterly Rock
are about to discover that their enemies
are not all wearing Stark colors. This
Game Of Thrones Season 4 Episodes
Guide will walk you through each
episode, highlighting the key events,
character developments, and themes
that make this season unforgettable.

COMPLETE GAME OF THRONES
SEASON 4 EPISODES GUIDE

Episode 1: "Two
Swords"

The season premiere wastes no time
establishing the new status quo. We
open with Tywin Lannister melting down
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the ancestral Stark greatsword Ice,
reforging it into two new blades—a
symbolic act that underscores Lannister
dominance. One of these swords,
Widow's Wail, is gifted to King Joffrey,
while the other, Oathkeeper, goes to
Jaime Lannister. This episode is a
masterful exercise in setting up multiple
narrative threads. We see Arya and the
Hound traveling through the Riverlands,
their uneasy alliance deepening. Jon
Snow returns to Castle Black after his
time with the wildlings, now a changed
man. And perhaps most significantly, we
are introduced to Oberyn Martell, the
Red Viper of Dorne, who arrives in King's
Landing with his paramour Ellaria Sand
for Joffrey's wedding. Oberyn's charisma
and his simmering resentment toward
the Lannisters immediately mark him as

a wild card in the deadly game of
thrones.

Episode 2: "The
Lion and the
Rose"

This episode contains one of the most
famous scenes in the entire series: the
Purple Wedding. Joffrey and Margaery
Tyrell's wedding celebration is a
spectacle of opulence and cruelty, with
Joffrey humiliating Tyrion at every turn.
The wedding feast culminates in Joffrey's
violent death by poison, a scene so
shocking and satisfying that it remains a
high point of the show. The episode is



notable not just for the regicide but for
the masterful redirection of suspicion.
Cersei immediately blames Tyrion,
setting the stage for his trial. Meanwhile,
Sansa escapes the chaos with the help
of Ser Dontos, beginning her journey into
the shadows. In the North, Bran and his
companions continue their journey
beyond the Wall, encountering the
mysterious Coldhands. "The Lion and the
Rose" is a perfect example of the show's
ability to combine spectacle with
character-driven drama.

Episode 3:

"Breaker of
Chains"

The fallout from Joffrey's death ripples
through every corner of the narrative.
Tyrion is arrested and thrown into the
black cells, his fate now hanging by a
thread. Cersei's grief quickly curdles into
a thirst for vengeance, while Tywin
moves to consolidate power by forging a
new alliance between the Crown and the
Tyrells. This episode is a quieter, more
introspective installment, but it contains
crucial character moments. Jaime
assigns Brienne a new mission: find
Sansa Stark and protect her. This quest
will define Brienne's arc for the rest of
the season. Daenerys, now ruling in
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Meereen, faces the harsh realities of
conquest as she struggles to maintain
order. The title "Breaker of Chains" takes
on multiple meanings, referring both to
Daenerys's liberating mission and the
chains of grief and vengeance that bind
the other characters.

Episode 4:
"Oathkeeper"

This episode deepens several key
relationships. Jaime gives Brienne his
sword Oathkeeper, forged from Ice, and
charges her with finding Sansa. The
moment is loaded with symbolism—a
Lannister sword in the hands of a Stark
loyalist, carrying the memory of Ned
Stark's blade. In King's Landing, Cersei

grows increasingly paranoid, convinced
that Tyrion had help poisoning Joffrey.
The episode also introduces the
mutineers at Craster's Keep, setting up a
conflict that will draw in characters from
multiple storylines. Bran's visions
become more intense, and he begins to
understand the true nature of his
powers. The final scenes set the stage
for major confrontations to come,
making "Oathkeeper" a pivotal episode
in this Game Of Thrones Season 4
Episodes Guide.

Episode 5: "First



of His Name"

Tommen Baratheon is crowned king, and
the episode takes its name from his new
title. But the real drama unfolds on
multiple fronts. At the Eyrie, Lysa Arryn
reveals her unstable nature, and Petyr
Baelish's long game becomes clearer.
This episode features a haunting scene
where  Littlefinger  kisses  Sansa,
revealing his true intentions. In the
North, Jon Snow leads a mission to
Craster's Keep to confront the
mutineers, showcasing his growth as a
leader. The episode also checks in with
Theon Greyjoy, now fully broken as
Reek, serving Ramsay Snow at the
Dreadfort. Each storyline advances with
precision, building momentum toward

the season's explosive second half.

Episode 6: "The
Laws of Gods
and Men"

This episode is a courtroom drama of the
highest order. Tyrion's trial for Joffrey's
murder is the centerpiece, and it
features some of the finest acting in the
series. Witness after witness—including
Cersei, Varys, and a shockingly
accusatory Shae—testify against him.
The trial is a stacked deck, and everyone
knows it. Tyrion's explosive outburst
near the end, when he demands a trial
by combat, is a turning point for his

6 Game Of Thrones Season 4 Episodes Guide

2023-12-23



Game Of Thrones Season 4 Episodes Guide 7

character. Beyond King's Landing, the
episode also shows us Stannis at the Iron
Bank of Braavos, securing the funds he
needs to continue his campaign. The
scene is a masterclass in negotiation and
character work, with Stannis's rigid
honor meeting the pragmatic demands
of finance.

Episode 7:
"Mockingbird"

This episode is all about manipulation
and the art of the long con. The title
refers to Sansa's new sigil as
Littlefinger's protégé, the mockingbird.
At the Eyrie, Lysa's jealousy over Petyr's
attention to Sansa reaches a boiling
point. In a shocking scene, Littlefinger

pushes Lysa through the Moon Door,
framing Marillion the singer. The
moment is both horrifying and
revealing—we see just how ruthless
Petyr Baelish truly is. Meanwhile, Tyrion
faces a crisis of faith as he contemplates
his trial by combat. Bronn's refusal to
fight for him, followed by Oberyn
Martell's surprise offer to champion his
cause, sets up the showdown to come.
The writing here is tight, with every
scene advancing character arcs and
thematic concerns.

Episode 8: "The



Mountain and
the Viper"

This episode contains one of the most
infamous scenes in television history.
The trial by combat between Oberyn
Martell and Gregor Clegane is a
masterpiece of suspense and tragedy.
Oberyn fights brilliantly, taunting the
Mountain and revealing his true motive:
vengeance for the rape and murder of
his sister Elia Martell and her children.
Just when victory seems assured,
Oberyn's arrogance costs him
everything. The Mountain crushes his
skull in a gruesome, unforgettable
scene. The emotional fallout is
devastating. Tyrion's face, seeing his

champion defeated, is a portrait of
despair. Cersei's satisfied smile is
equally chilling. This episode redefined
what television could do—building hope
and snatching it away in an instant. It
remains a landmark moment in the
Game Of Thrones Season 4 Episodes
Guide.

Episode 9: "The
Watchers on the
Wall"

Every season of Game of Thrones
includes a bottle episode dedicated to a
single location, and Season 4's is the
best of them all. "The Watchers on the
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Wall" focuses entirely on Castle Black as
the wildling army, led by Mance Rayder,
launches a massive assault. This episode
is a visceral, immersive battle sequence
that rivals any cinematic war film. Jon
Snow emerges as a leader, defending
the Wall with courage and tactical
acumen. Meanwhile, Samwell Tarly
proves himself in battle, killing a Thenn
to protect Gilly. The episode balances
large-scale action with intimate
character moments. Ygritte's death in
Jon's arms is a heartbreaking
culmination of their doomed romance.
The siege is brutal, relentless, and
ultimately successful, but the cost is
high. This episode is a testament to the
show's ability to focus its storytelling and
deliver pure, unadulterated drama.

Episode 10: "The
Children”

The season finale is a sprawling episode
that ties off multiple threads while
opening new ones. Tyrion is freed from
his cell by Varys, but not before he
confronts his father and his former lover
in a scene of shattering violence. He kills
Shae in a rage, then finds Tywin on the
privy and shoots him with a crossbow.
The death of Tywin Lannister, the man
who held the realm together through
sheer force of will, resets the board
entirely. In the North, Bran reaches the
Three-Eyed Raven and begins his
training with the Children of the Forest.
Arya sets sail for Braavos, leaving



Westeros behind. And Stannis arrives at
the Wall, just in time to save the Night's
Watch from Mance Rayder's army. The
episode's final image—a dragon's
shadow falling over Meereen—reminds
us that the game is far from over. "The
Children" is a spectacular conclusion to a
near-perfect season.

KEY THEMES IN SEASON 4

What makes this Game Of Thrones
Season 4 Episodes Guide truly
valuable is understanding the thematic
threads that run through the entire
season. Justice is a central concern: who
dispenses it, and how often it fails. The
trials of Tyrion and the tragedy of
Oberyn both explore the gap between
what is just and what the powerful
decide. Identity is another major theme.

10

Characters are forced to confront who
they are and who they wish to become.
Sansa sheds her role as a helpless pawn
and begins to learn the game. Jon
accepts his place as a leader. Arya
embraces her path of vengeance. And
Tyrion, by killing his father, renounces
his identity as a Lannister. These
transformations give the season its
emotional weight.

CHARACTER ARCS WORTH
WATCHING

Season 4 is a showcase for the actors.
Peter Dinklage delivers a tour-de-force
performance as Tyrion, capturing the
character's wit, pain, and fury. Lena
Headey's Cersei becomes more
nuanced, showing vulnerability beneath
her cruelty. Pedro Pascal's Oberyn
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Martell is a burst of vibrant energy, and  Williams continues to excel as Arya, her

his death is all the more tragic for how journey hardening her into a survivor.

alive he made the character feel. Maisie And Sophie Turner's Sansa takes
significant steps toward agency,
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