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MASTERING THE
COURSE: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE
AMSCO ADVANCED
PLACEMENT
UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT AND
POLITICS 2019

For students aiming to
excel  in  the  College
B o a r d ’ s  A P  U . S .
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d
Politics exam, selecting
t h e  r i g h t  s t u d y

resource  is  a  critical
decision.  Among  the
many  available  texts,
the Amsco Advanced
Placement  United
States  Government
And  Politics  2019
edition  has  earned  a
reputation as a trusted,
comprehensive,  and
highly  effective
companion. This article
explores the structure,
content,  and  strategic
advantages  of  using
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r
textbook. Whether you
a r e  a  m o t i v a t e d
student,  a  dedicated
teacher,  or  a  sel f -
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learner,  understanding
how  this  book  aligns
with the AP curriculum
can  be  the  key  t o
unlocking a top score.
The 2019 edition of the
A M S C O  t e x t  w a s
specifically designed to
reflect  the  redesigned
AP  U.S.  Government
and Politics framework
that  debuted  in  the
2018-2019 school year.
T h i s  f r a m e w o r k
e m p h a s i z e d
f o u n d a t i o n a l
documents,  Supreme
Court  cases,  and  the
application  of  political
concepts  to  real-world
scenarios.  The AMSCO
book rose to meet this
challenge,  providing  a
s t r e a m l i n e d  y e t
thorough  pathway
through  the  required
content. Let’s examine
w h a t  m a k e s  t h i s
resource stand out and
how  it  can  be  used
effectively.

Why the
AMSCO
Text
Remains
a Go-To
Resource
While  test  preparation
c o m p a n i e s  l i k e
Princeton  Review  and
Barron’s offer their own
guides,  the  Amsco
Advanced Placement
U n i t e d  S t a t e s
Government  And
Politics 2019  book is
often  praised  for  its
direct  alignment  with
the  College  Board’s
Course  and  Exam
Description (CED). It is
not  simply  a  review
book; it is a full-course
textbook  that  many
teachers assign as the
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primary  reading.  One
o f  i t s  g r e a t e s t
strengths  is  its  ability
to break down complex
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
principles,  such  as
federalism,  separation
of powers, and judicial
r e v i e w ,  i n t o
manageable, digestible
sections.
T h e  l a n g u a g e  i s
a c a d e m i c  y e t
approachable.  Each
chapter  begins  with
c l e a r  l e a r n i n g
o b j e c t i v e s  a n d
essential  questions,
which  help  students
focus  on  the  most
important  takeaways.
T h e  b o o k  a l s o
integrates the required
f o u n d a t i o n a l
documents—like  The
Federal ist  Papers,
Brutus No.  1,  and the
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f
Independence—directly
into the narrative. This
approach ensures that
students  read  and

a n a l y z e  t h e s e
documents  in  context,
rather  than  treating
t h e m  a s  i s o l a t e d
reading assignments.

Structure
and
Organizat
ion of the
2019
Edition
Understanding how the
book is  organized can
significantly  improve
study  efficiency.  The
Amsco  Advanced
Placement  United
States  Government
And  Politics  2019
text  follows  the  five
major  units  of  the  AP
course:

Unit 1:
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Foundations of
American
Democracy –
Covers the
Constitutional
underpinnings,
theories of
democracy, and
the Great
Compromise.
Unit 2:
Interactions
Among
Branches of
Government –
Explores
Congress, the
presidency, the
bureaucracy, and
the federal
judiciary.
Unit 3: Civil
Liberties and
Civil Rights –
Examines the Bill
of Rights,
selective
incorporation,
and landmark
Supreme Court
decisions.
Unit 4:

American
Political
Ideologies and
Beliefs –
Discusses public
opinion, political
socialization, and
the ideological
spectrum.
Unit 5: Political
Participation –
Covers voting
behavior,
political parties,
interest groups,
and the media.

Wi th in  each  un i t ,
chapters  are  further
broken  down  in to
specific  topics.  For
i n s t a n c e ,  U n i t  2
contains  separate
c h a p t e r s  o n  t h e
structure  of  Congress,
the presidency’s formal
and  informal  powers,
a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l
judiciary’s  role.  This
modular  design allows
students to tackle one
concept  a t  a  t ime
w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g
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o v e r w h e l m e d .
Addit ional ly,  each
chapter  ends  with
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
practice  questions,  a
short-answer  activity,
and a section that ties
the content back to the
required  Supreme
C o u r t  c a s e s  o r
f o u n d a t i o n a l
documents.

Pedagogi
cal
Features
That
Enhance
Learning
A  s t a n d o u t
characteristic  of  the
Amsco  Advanced
Placement  United
States  Government

And Politics 2019  is
its  use of  pedagogical
scaffolds.  The  book
includes:

Key Terms and
Concepts –
Bolded
throughout the
text, with defined
lists at the end of
each chapter.
This is invaluable
for building a
precise
vocabulary.
Graphic
Organizers and
Charts – Visual
aids that
compare
different
structures, such
as comparing the
House and
Senate, or
contrasting the
various types of
federal grants.
Source
Analysis
Exercises –
Direct excerpts
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from the
required
documents and
Supreme Court
opinions,
followed by
analytical
questions that
mirror the
exam’s free-
response style.
Argumentation
Practice – Each
unit includes a
“Writing for the
AP Exam”
feature that
guides students
through crafting
a thesis and
supporting it with
evidence—essent
ial for the
Argument Essay
(FRQ 4).

Moreover,  the  2019
edition  placed  special
e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e
application  of  political
sc ience  concepts.
Instead  of  mere ly
memorizing  the  steps

of  the  policy-making
process, the book asks
students  to  evaluate
the  effectiveness  of
different  models  and
apply them to current
issues.  This  active
learning  approach
helps students develop
the  h i ghe r - o rde r
thinking skills required
for the exam.

How to
Use This
Book for
Exam
Success
Simply  owning  the
AMSCO  text  i s  not
enough;  effective  use
i s  k e y .  H e r e  a r e
s t r a t e g i c
recommendations  for
maximizing  its  value:
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Pair it with the1.
official Course
and Exam
Description.
Use the AMSCO
to read in depth
about each topic
listed in the CED.
The book aligns
almost perfectly,
so you can check
off learning
objectives as you
go.
Create concept2.
maps after
each chapter.
For example,
after reading the
chapter on the
presidency,
make a visual
map connecting
the president’s
formal powers
(veto,
appointment,
commander-in-
chief) to checks
and balances.
Focus on the3.
required

documents and
cases. The
AMSCO text
integrates these
seamlessly. Make
a separate set of
flashcards for
each of the nine
foundational
documents and
the fifteen
required
Supreme Court
cases. Write
down the
holding, the
constitutional
principle, and a
quote from the
document.
Complete every4.
practice
question. The
multiple-choice
questions at the
end of each
chapter are
modeled on the
AP style. Review
explanations for
wrong
answers—unders
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tanding why you
missed
something is
more important
than getting it
right.
Use the5.
argumentation
exercises. The
“Write as a
Political
Scientist”
prompts are
excellent
preparation for
the free-
response section.
Time yourself
and then
compare your
thesis with the
sample provided.

Teachers  also  find  the
Amsco  Advanced
Placement  United
States  Government
And  Politics  2019
useful  for  flipped
classrooms. The book’s
clear  explanations
a l low  s tudents  to
preview  content  at

home, freeing up class
t ime  fo r  debates ,
s imu la t i ons ,  and
document  analysis.
M a n y  e d u c a t o r s
appreciate  that  the
text  avoids  over ly
partisan  language,
presenting  different
p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n
controversial  issues
l ike  gun  control  or
campaign finance in an
even-handed manner.

Addressin
g
Potential
Limitation
s
No resource is perfect.
Some critics note that
the AMSCO book, while
thorough,  can  feel
dense.  The  double-
column  format  and
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smaller  font  may  be
challenging  for  some
readers.  Additionally,
because  the  2019
edition is  now several
years  old,  it  does  not
i n c l u d e  t h e  m o s t
recent  updates  to  the
course  (such  as  the
2023 or 2024 revisions
that slightly altered the
list of required cases).
H o w e v e r ,  t h e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
c o n t e n t — t h e
Const i tu t ion ,  the
b r a n c h e s  o f
government,  and  civil
liberties—has remained
remarkably  stable.  A
student using the 2019
edition  alongside  the
current CED can easily
s u p p l e m e n t  a n y
missing  details.
Another  consideration
i s  t h a t  t h e  b o o k
primarily  targets  the
s t a n d a r d  A P
curriculum.  For  states
with  specific  civics
requirements  or  for

students  taking  the
exam  outs ide  the
United  States,  some
contextual  knowledge
of  American history  is
assumed. However, the
text  does  inc lude
helpful  background  in
t h e  i n t r o d u c t o r y
chapters,  making  it
accessible  even  to
international  students
w h o  h a v e  a  b a s i c
understanding  of  U.S.
government.

Comparis
on with
Other AP
Gov
Resource
s
How does  the  Amsco
Advanced Placement
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U n i t e d  S t a t e s
Government  And
Politics 2019 stack up
against  other  popular
options? The Princeton
Review’s “Cracking the
AP U.S. Government &
Politics Exam” is known
for its strategy tips and
humor, but it is a study
guide rather than a full
textbook.  Barron’s
offers  more  practice
tests,  but  its  content
summaries  can  be
superficial.  The
required textbook from
the  College  Board’s
recommended  l ist,
such  as  “Government
i n  A m e r i c a ”  b y
Edwards, is even more
comprehensive  but
often overwhelming in
length.
AMSCO  occupies  a
s w e e t  s p o t :  i t  i s
comprehensive enough
to serve as a primary
tex t ,  ye t  conc i se
enough  to  finish
reading in a semester.

It  also  includes  the
exact  framework  used
by the exam, which is
a  major  advantage
over  older  editions  of
o t h e r  b o o k s .  F o r
students who prefer a
s i n g l e ,  f o c u s e d
resource,  AMSCO  is
hard  to  beat.

Final Tips
for
Maximizi
ng Your
Score
T h e  A P  U . S .
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d
Politics exam tests not
only  knowledge  but
a lso  the  abi l i ty  to
analyze and argue. To
leverage the book fully:

Read actively.
Do not just skim.
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Write down
questions as you
read and look up
terms you don’t
understand.
Form study
groups. Discuss
Supreme Court
cases with peers
using the AMSCO
case summaries
as a foundation.
Review
regularly. The
book’s end-of-
unit reviews are
perfect for
spaced
repetition.
Practice
timing. Use the
practice multiple-
choice to build
speed; the real
exam gives you
80 minutes for
55 questions.

Ultimately, the Amsco
Advanced Placement
U n i t e d  S t a t e s
Government  And
P o l i t i c s  2 0 1 9

represents  a  go ld
s t a n d a r d  i n  A P
preparation.  It  treats
students  as  emerging
political  scientists,
equipping  them  with
the content, skills, and
confidence  needed  to
succeed  on  the  exam
and  beyond.  Whether
you are just beginning
the  course  or  looking
for  a  final  review,  this
textbook will serve as a
reliable  guide  through
the intricate machinery
o f  A m e r i c a n
government.

CONCLUSION

The Amsco Advanced
Placement  United
States  Government
And  Politics  2019
edi t ion  remains  a
cornerstone  resource
f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d
educators  navigating
t h e  A P  U . S .
G o v e r n m e n t  a n d
Polit ics  course.  Its
alignment  with  the
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redesigned curriculum,
clear organization, and
e m p h a s i s  o n
f o u n d a t i o n a l
d o c u m e n t s  a n d
analytical writing make
it  an  indispensable
tool. While no book can
replace  dedicated
study  and  cr i t ica l
thinking,  the  AMSCO
t e x t  p r o v i d e s  a
structured, high-quality
f r a m e w o r k  t h a t

empowers  learners  to
master  the  material
and  perform  at  their
b e s t .  B y  r e a d i n g
actively,  practicing
strategical ly ,  and
engaging  deeply  with
the  content,  you  can
turn  this  excellent
textbook into a strong
foundation  for  a  top
score—and  a  deeper
understanding  of  how
American  democracy
works.


