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BRINGING
LANGUAGE TO
LIFE: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO
PERSONIFICATION
WORKSHEETS FOR
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Middle school is a
transformative time for
young writers. Between
the ages of eleven and
fourteen, students
move from basic
sentence construction
to crafting more
sophisticated,

imaginative prose. One
of the most powerful
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tools in this journey is
figurative language,
and of all the literary
devices, personification
holds a special charm.
It gives human
qualities to non-human
things, making the
inanimate world feel
alive, emotional, and
relatable. To help
students truly grasp
this concept, educators
rely on personification
worksheets for middle

school. These
resources transform
abstract ideas into
concrete learning
experiences, helping
students recognize,
analyze, and
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eventually create their

own personification
with confidence and
creativity.

In this article, we will
explore everything you
need to know about
using  personification
worksheets for middle
school learners. From

understanding the
device itself to
selecting the best
activities and

integrating them into
your lesson plans, you
will  find  practical
advice and rich ideas
to make figurative
language instruction
both effective and
enjoyable.

What Is
Personific
ation and

Why
Does It
Matter?

Personification is a
figure of speech in
which human
characteristics,

emotions, or actions
are attributed to
animals, objects, or
abstract ideas. When a
writer says, "The wind
whispered through the
trees," the wind is
given the human
ability to whisper.
When a poet writes,
"The sun smiled down
on us," the sun is
treated as if it has a
face and emotions.
This device helps

readers connect
emotionally with the
text, making

descriptions more vivid
and memorable.
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For middle school
students,
understanding
personification is a key
milestone. At this age,
students are reading
more complex
literature, from novels
to poetry, and they are
expected to analyze
how authors wuse
language to create
mood and meaning.
Personification appears
frequently in classic
and contemporary
works, from Shel
Silverstein's playful
poems to Gary
Paulsen's Hatchet,
where nature itself
becomes a character.
Without a solid grasp
of personification,
students may miss
layers of meaning and
emotional depth in
what they read.

Moreover,

personification
exercises a student's
creativity. It pushes

writing

them to think
metaphorically and to
see the world from new
perspectives. When a
student can describe a
storm as "angry" or a
computer as
"stubborn," they are
not just learning a
literary device; they
are learning how to
express themselves
with originality and
flair.  This is why
personification
worksheets for middle
school are such
valuable tools. They
provide structured
practice that builds
both comprehension
and compositional
skills.

Why
Workshee



ts Are

Essentied

for

quickly and to
differentiate instruction
for students who need
support or more
challenge.

Personification
worksheets for middle

. | are particularly
TeaChlﬁgve because they

b.r
Personk

ation

While direct instruction
and discussion are
important, worksheets
offer unique benefits
for middle school
learners. They provide
a focused, repeatable
format for practice.
Students can work
through examples at
their own pace, identify
personification in
context, and
experiment with
creating their own.

the gap
€en recognition
and production. Many
students can identify
personification  when
they see it, but
struggle to use it
intentionally in their
own writing. Well-
designed worksheets
scaffold this process,

Jidge

starting with
identification and
moving toward
application and

creation. This gradual

release of
responsibility is a
proven instructional

strategy that builds

Worksheets also give confidence and
teachers a way to Ccompetence.

assess understanding
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Key
Elements
of
Effective
Personific
ation
Workshee
ts

Not all worksheets are
created equal. To get
the most out of your
figurative language
instruction, look for
personification
worksheets for middle
school that include the
following elements:

¢ Clear
definitions and
examples: The

worksheet should
begin with a
straightforward
explanation of
personification,
along with
several model
sentences. This
establishes a
common
understanding
before students
begin
independent
work.

e Varied

activities: The
best worksheets
include multiple
types of tasks,
such as
identifying
personification in
sentences,
matching human
actions to non-
human objects,
rewriting plain
sentences with
personification,
and writing
original



examples.
Grade-
appropriate
language: The
reading level and
vocabulary
should match
middle school
abilities.
Sentences should
be complex
enough to be
interesting but
not so difficult
that students
become
frustrated.
Contextual
practice:
Worksheets that
use excerpts
from real
literature or
relatable
scenarios help
students see how
personification
works in
authentic writing.
This is far more
engaging than
isolated, artificial

sentences.
Creative
prompts: The
best worksheets
leave room for
creativity. Open-
ended prompts,
such as "Write a
paragraph
describing a
rainy day using
personification,"
allow students to
apply their
learning in
personal and
meaningful ways.

Types of
Personific
ation
Workshee
ts for
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When you search for
personification
worksheets for middle
school, you will find a
wide variety of
formats. Understanding
the different types can
help you choose the
right ones for your
students' needs.

IDENTIFICATION
WORKSHEETS

These are the most
basic type. Students
read sentences or
short paragraphs and
underline or circle the
examples of
personification. Some
worksheets also ask
students to explain
what s being
personified and which
human quality is given.
This builds

foundational
recognition skills.

FILL-IN-THE-BLANK
WORKSHEETS

In these worksheets, a
sentence is provided
with a missing word or
phrase. Students must
complete the sentence
using personification.
For example, "The old
house in the
wind." Students might
fill in "groaned" or
"sighed." This format
encourages word
choice and creativity
while still providing
structure.

REWRITE AND
REVISE
WORKSHEETS

These worksheets
present a plain, literal
sentence and ask
students to rewrite it
using personification.
For example, "The car
engine made a loud



noise" could become
"The car engine roared
with frustration." This
type of activity helps
students see the
difference between
literal and figurative
language.

POETRY AND
LITERATURE
ANALYSIS
WORKSHEETS

Middle school is an
ideal time to analyze

personification in
poetry and prose.
Worksheets that

include short poems or
story excerpts ask
students to identify
personification and
discuss its effect on the
reader. This deepens
comprehension and
critical thinking.

CREATIVE WRITING
WORKSHEETS

The most advanced
type of worksheet

provides a prompt or
scenario and asks
students to write a
short passage filled
with personification.
For example, "Describe
a thunderstorm as if it
were a living creature."
These worksheets
challenge students to
use the device
purposefully and to
sustain it over a longer
piece of writing.

How to
ntegrate
Personific
ation
Workshee
ts into
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Your

Curriculu

m

Personification

worksheets for middle
school are most
effective when they are
part of a broader unit
on figurative language.
Here are some
practical strategies for
integrating them into
your teaching:

1. Start with a
hook: Before
handing out a
worksheet,
engage students
with a fun
example of
personification.
Show a short
video clip from a
movie or read a
poem aloud. Ask
students what
makes the

description
special. This
primes their
thinking.

. Teach the

concept
explicitly: Use
direct instruction
to define
personification
and show
multiple
examples.
Discuss why
authors use it.
This stage is
crucial for
building a shared
vocabulary.

. Use

worksheets for
guided
practice: Work
through the first
few items on a
worksheet
together as a
class. Think
aloud as you
identify or create
personification.
This modeling is



especially helpful
for struggling
students.

4. Provide
independent
practice: After
guided practice,
let students
complete the
rest of the
worksheet on
their own or with
a partner.
Circulate and
provide
feedback.

5. Extend with
creative
projects: After
worksheets, have
students write a
short story or
poem that uses
personification
intentionally.
They can
illustrate their
work and share it
with the class.
This turns
worksheet
practice into

10

authentic writing.
6. Review and
reinforce:
Personification is
not a one-lesson
skill. Use
worksheets as
warm-ups,
homework, or
review activities
throughout the
year to keep the
concept fresh.

Sample
Activities
to Use
Alongside
Workshee
ts

To make your lessons
even more dynamic,
pair personification
worksheets for middle
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school
engaging activities:

with these

* Personification
Gallery Walk:
Post images of
natural scenes,
objects, or
animals around
the room.
Students walk
around and write
a personification
sentence for
each image. This
combines visual
thinking with
figurative
language.

* Personification
Charades: Write
action phrases
like "the wind
howls" or "the
clock stares" on
slips of paper.
Students act out
the phrase while
others guess
what is being
personified. This
kinesthetic
activity is

11

memorable and
fun.
Personification
in Song Lyrics:
Many popular
songs use
personification.
Bring in lyrics
from age-
appropriate
songs and ask
students to
identify the
personification.
This connects
learning to their
world outside of
school.
Personification
Sort: Prepare a
set of sentence
strips, some
containing
personification
and others
containing literal
language.
Students sort
them into two
categories. This
is a quick and
effective



formative
assessment.
Personification
Poetry Slam:
After completing
worksheets, have
students write a
short
personification
poem. Host a
poetry slam
where students
perform their
work. This builds
public speaking
skills and
celebrates
creativity.

Common
Challenge
s and
How to

12

Overcom
e Them

Even with excellent
personification

worksheets for middle
school, some students
will struggle. Here are
common challenges
and solutions:

Confusing
personification with

other figurative
language: Some
students mix up

personification with
metaphor or simile.
Use comparison charts
and side-by-side
examples to clarify the
differences. For
instance, "The wind is
a howling wolf"
(metaphor) versus
"“The wind howled all
night" (personification).

Overusing or forcing
personification:

When students first
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learn  personification,
they may include it in
every sentence, even
when it is not
appropriate. Teach
them that figurative
language should serve
the writing, not
overwhelm it. Less is
often more.

Difficulty with
abstract concepts:
Personification  often
involves abstract ideas
like time, fear, or
death. For struggling
students, start with
concrete objects like
trees, cars, or furniture
before moving to
abstract concepts.

Literal thinking:
Some students
struggle to think
figuratively. Encourage
them by modeling
playful thinking and by
showing that
metaphorical language
is a kind of imaginative
game. Practice
regularly, and the skill

13

will develop.

Where to
Find
Quality
Personific
ation
Workshee
ts

There
sources
personification
worksheets for middle
school. Online
educational platforms
offer free and paid
options. Teachers can
also create their own
using passages from
books their students
are reading. When
selecting worksheets,
look for those that are

are many

for
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visually clean, clearly
organized, and aligned
with your learning
objectives. Worksheets
that include answer
keys are helpful for
busy teachers and for
self-checking by
students.

Another excellent
source is your school's
textbook or anthology.
Many middle school
literature texts include
personification in their
figurative language
units. The advantage
of using these
passages is that they
are already part of
your curriculum, so the
context is familiar to
students.

Creating
Your Own

Personific
ation

Workshee
ts

If you cannot find
exactly what you need,
consider creating your
own personification
worksheets for middle
school. This allows you
to tailor the content to
your students' interests
and reading levels.
Here is a simple
template:

1. Part One:
Definition and
Example -
Provide a clear
definition and
two to three
model sentences.

2. Part Two:
Identify - List
5-10 sentences.
Students
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underline the
personification
and write what is
being
personified.

. Part Three:
Complete the
Sentence -
Provide sentence
starters that
students finish
with
personification.

. Part Four:
Rewrite - Give
three literal
sentences.
Students rewrite
each one with
personification.

. Part Five:
Creative
Writing -
Provide a prompt
and space for a
short paragraph.

This structure is
simple, repeatable, and
effective.  You can
adjust the length and
difficulty based on your
students' needs.

15

The Role
of
Personific
ation in
Building
Lifelong
Literacy

Personification is not
just a school exercise.
It is a way of seeing

the world with
imagination and
empathy. When
students learn to

personify objects, they
practice thinking from
perspectives other
than their own. This
builds emotional
intelligence and
creative problem-
solving skills that



extend far beyond the
English classroom. In a
world dominated by
screens and data, the
ability to think
metaphorically is more
valuable than ever.

Personification

worksheets for middle
school are a practical,
effective tool for
unlocking this skill.

16

They provide the
structured practice
that students need to
move from recognition
to mastery. By
integrating these
worksheets

thoughtfully into your
curriculum, you can
help your students
become more insightful
readers, more
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