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DISCOVERING THE
CHARM OF THE
BEST MAN
KRISTAN HIGGINS

C o n t e m p o r a r y
romance  reade rs
searching  for  a  novel
that  blends  heartfelt
emotion  with  laugh-
out-loud humor need to
look  no  further  than
The  Best  Man  by
Kristan Higgins.  This
beloved  novel  has
captivated  audiences
wi th  i t s  re la tab le
characters ,  w i t ty
dialogue,  and  deeply
satisfying  love  story.
Whether  you  are  a
long-time  fan  of  the

g e n r e  o r  n e w  t o
Higgins'  work,  The
Best  Man  Kristan
Higgins  has  crafted
offers  a  reading
experience  that  feels
both  fami l ia r  and
refreshingly original. In
this  comprehensive
article, we will explore
the  plot,  characters,
themes,  and  enduring
appeal of this standout
romance  novel,  along
with  why  this  author
cont inues  to  be  a
favorite among readers
worldwide.

WHO IS KRISTAN
HIGGINS?

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  novel
i t se l f ,  i t  i s  wo r th
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understanding  the
author  behind  The
Best  Man  Kristan
Higgins  c reated.
Kristan  Higgins  is  a
New  York  Times  and
USA Today  bestselling
author  known  for  her
contemporary romance
nove ls  tha t  o f ten
feature  small-town
settings,  strong family
d y n a m i c s ,  a n d  a
perfect  balance  of
humor  and  emotional
depth.  With  a  career
spanning  over  two
decades,  Higgins  has
penned  numerous
award-winning  books,
including  the  Blue
Heron  ser ies ,  the
Gideon's  Cove  series,
and several standalone
novels.  Her  writing
style  is  characterized
by sharp wit, authentic
d i a l o g u e ,  a n d
characters  who  feel
like  people  you  might
actually know. Readers
consistently praise her

abi l i ty  to  address
serious life issues such
as  grief,  divorce,  and
self-discovery  while
m a i n t a i n i n g  a n
uplift ing  and  often
hilarious  tone.  This
unique  combination  is
on full  display in  The
Best  Man  Kristan
Higgins wrote, making
i t  a  must - read  for
a n y o n e  w h o
appreciates  romance
that feels grounded in
real life.

AN OVERVIEW OF
THE BEST MAN

Plot
Summary
T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kristan  Higgins  tells
the  s to ry  o f  Fa i th
Ho l l and ,  a  young
woman who returns to
h e r  h o m e t o w n  o f
Manningsport,  New
York, after a disastrous
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romant ic  inc ident
drove her  away years
ear l ie r .  Fa i th  i s  a
landscape  designer,
and  she  has  come
home  to  restore  her
family's long-neglected
vineyard. However, she
is  not  thrilled  about
encounter ing  the
people she left behind,
especially her ex-fiancé
Jeremy  and  his  best
friend,  Levi  Cooper.
Levi is the local police
chief and the best man
at  Jeremy's  wedding,
and  Faith  has  held  a
secret crush on him for
y e a r s .  T h e  p l o t
th i ckens  as  Fa i th
n a v i g a t e s  h e r
complicated  feelings
for  Levi  whi le  also
d e a l i n g  w i t h  h e r
meddling  but  loving
family,  her humiliating
p a s t ,  a n d  h e r
determination to revive
the vineyard.  As Faith
and  Levi  spend  more
time  together,  their

undeniable  chemistry
becomes impossible to
ignore,  but  both must
overcome  personal
insecurities  and  past
wounds  to  find  their
way to a happy ending.
What makes The Best
Man Kristan Higgins
penned  so  compelling
i s  t h e  g r a d u a l ,
b e l i e v a b l e
development  of  the
cent ra l  romance ,
supported by a cast of
qu i rky  secondary
characters  who  add
richness and humor to
the story.

Setting
and
Atmosph
ere
The novel is set in the
fictional  Finger  Lakes
town of  Manningsport,
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New York,  a charming
sma l l  commun i ty
s u r r o u n d e d  b y
vineyards  and  lakes.
H igg ins  exce l s  a t
creating  atmospheric
settings  that  feel  like
characters in their own
r i g h t ,  a n d
Manningsport  is  no
e x c e p t i o n .  T h e
vineyard  setting  is
particularly  significant,
as it represents Faith's
heritage,  her  family's
legacy,  and  her  own
personal  growth.  The
s m a l l - t o w n
env i ronment  a lso
allows  for  the  kind  of
close-knit  community
dynamics that romance
readers  adore,  where
e v e r y o n e  k n o w s
e v e r y o n e  e l s e ' s
business  and  family
drama is  always close
at  hand.  In  The Best
Man Kristan Higgins
has  created  a  world
that  feels  cozy  and
inviting, even when the

characters  are  facing
emotional  turmoil.

CHARACTER
ANALYSIS IN THE
BEST MAN

Faith
Holland:
A
Relatable
Heroine
Faith Holland is one of
the  most  endearing
h e r o i n e s  i n
c o n t e m p o r a r y
r o m a n c e .  S h e  i s
intelligent,  capable,
and  fiercely
independent, yet she is
also  vulnerable  and
c a r r i e s  d e e p
insecurities  stemming
f r o m  h e r  p a s t
humiliation.  When  we
meet  Fa i th ,  she  is
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determined  to  move
forward  with  her  life,
but  she  cannot  fully
escape the shadow of
what  happened  at
Jeremy's  wedding.
What  makes  Faith  so
relatable is her internal
s t rugg le  between
want ing  l ove  and
fearing rejection. She is
not a perfect character,
and  that  is  precisely
why  readers  connect
with her. Her journey in
T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kristan Higgins wrote
i s  o n e  o f  s e l f -
acceptance, learning to
t r u s t  a g a i n ,  a n d
realizing that her worth
is  not  defined  by  her
past mistakes or by the
opinions  of  others.
Faith's profession as a
landscape  designer
also  adds  a  unique
layer to her character,
as her work with vines
and  gardens  becomes
a metaphor for her own
growth  and  nurturing

potential.

Levi
Cooper:
The Ideal
Romantic
Hero
Levi Cooper is the kind
o f  h e r o  r o m a n c e
readers  dream  about.
H e  i s  s t r o n g ,
d e p e n d a b l e ,  a n d
quietly  confident,  but
he is  also  emotionally
wounded  in  his  own
way.  As  the  pol ice
c h i e f ,  L e v i  i s  a
protector  by  nature,
but  he  struggles  with
feelings of inadequacy
and guilt related to his
own family history. His
attraction  to  Faith  is
immediate,  but  he  is
patient and respectful,
never  pushing  her
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beyond  her  comfort
zone.  What  sets  Levi
a p a r t  f r o m  m a n y
romance heroes is  his
emotional  intelligence.
He is not afraid to show
vulnerability,  and  he
communicates  openly
with  Faith  about  his
feelings.  The  dynamic
between Faith and Levi
i s  bu i l t  on  mutua l
respect, friendship, and
a slow-burning passion
that  feels  earned.  In
T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kr istan  Higgins
crafted a  hero who is
b o t h  a l p h a  a n d
s e n s i t i v e ,  a
combination  that  has
m a d e  L e v i  a  f a n
favorite.

Supportin
g Cast
No  Kristan  Higgins
n o v e l  w o u l d  b e
complete  without  a
memorable  supporting

cast,  and  The  Best
Man Kristan Higgins
delivers  on  this  front.
Faith's  family  plays  a
central  ro le  in  the
story,  particularly  her
overprotective  father
and  her  two  sisters,
each  of  whom  has  a
distinct personality and
contr ibutes  to  the
family  dynamics.  The
goss ipy  bu t  we l l -
meaning  townspeople
add levity  and charm,
while  Jeremy  and  his
new  wife  provide  the
necessary tension that
drives the plot forward.
Perhaps most  notably,
Faith's  grandmother is
a  s c e n e - s t e a l e r ,
offering  wisdom  and
h u m o r  i n  e q u a l
m e a s u r e .  T h e s e
secondary  characters
are  not  mere  filler;
t h e y  e n r i c h  t h e
narrative  and  help
illuminate  different
f a c e t s  o f  F a i t h ' s
character.  Higgins  has
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a  g i f t  f o r  w r i t i n g
families that feel  real,
with  all  their  quirks,
conflicts,  and
unconditional  love.

THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
BEST MAN

Overcomi
ng
Humiliati
on and
Shame
One  of  the  central
themes  of  The  Best
Man Kristan Higgins
explores is the process
of  overcoming  public
h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d
rebuilding  one's  self-
e s t e e m .  F a i t h ' s
disastrous  moment  at
her  ex-fiancé's
w e d d i n g  l e f t  h e r

feeling  embarrassed
and  judged,  and  she
carried that shame for
y e a r s .  T h e  n o v e l
sensitively  portrays
how such  experiences
can  shape  a  person's
self-perception  and
influence  their
decis ions.  Fa i th 's
journey  toward  self-
forgiveness  is  both
poignant and inspiring,
reminding readers that
past  mistakes  do  not
have  to  define  the
future.

The
Importan
ce of
Family
Family is a cornerstone
of Higgins' storytelling,
and  The  Best  Man
Kristan Higgins is no
exception. The Holland
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f a m i l y  i s  l o u d ,
m e d d l i n g ,  a n d
o c c a s i o n a l l y
infuriating,  but  they
are  also  fiercely  loyal
and  loving.  The  novel
e x p l o r e s  t h e
complexities  of  family
relationships, including
the  tension  between
independence  and
belonging.  Faith's
struggle  to  assert  her
own  identity  whi le
honoring  her  family's
expecta t ions  i s  a
relatable  conflict  for
many readers. Through
Faith's  interactions
with her father, sisters,
and grandmother, The
Best  Man  Kristan
Higgins illustrates that
family  can  be  both  a
source of strength and
a source of frustration,
but ultimately, they are
the  people  who stand
by you when it matters
most.

Second
Chances
in Love
and Life
The  theme  of  second
chances permeates the
novel.  Faith  gets  a
second chance at love
with Levi, but she also
gets  a  second chance
at building a life in her
h o m e t o w n  a n d
pursuing her career as
a  landscape  designer
on her own terms. The
novel  suggests  that  it
is  never  too  late  to
start  over,  whether  in
romance,  career,  or
personal  growth.  This
hope fu l  message
resonates  deeply  with
r e a d e r s  a n d  i s  a
hallmark of  The Best
Man Kristan Higgins
delivered with warmth
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and authenticity.

Self-
Worth
and
Personal
Growth
U n d e r n e a t h  t h e
romance  and  humor,
T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kristan  Higgins  is
fundamentally  a  story
about learning to value
oneself.  Faith's  arc  is
not  just  about  finding
love  with  Levi,  but
about realizing her own
worth  independent  of
a n y o n e  e l s e ' s
validation.  She  learns
to  trust  her  instincts,
pursue  her  passions,
a n d  s t a n d  u p  f o r
herself.  This  theme of
personal  growth  is
handled  with  nuance

and  care,  making  the
novel  feel  substantial
and meaningful beyond
its romantic plot.

WRITING STYLE
AND NARRATIVE
VOICE

Humor
and Heart
Kr is tan  Higgins  is
renowned  fo r  he r
ability to blend humor
with heartfelt emotion,
and  The  Best  Man
Kr istan  Higgins
showcases  this  talent
perfectly. The novel is
filled with witty banter,
absurd  situations,  and
l a u g h - o u t - l o u d
moments that keep the
t o n e  l i g h t  a n d
engaging.  However,
H i g g i n s  n e v e r
sacrifices  emotional
depth  for  a  joke.  The
serious  moments  land
with  genuine  impact
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b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s
invested  the  time  to
b u i l d  a u t h e n t i c
c h a r a c t e r s  a n d
relationships.  This
balance of  humor and
heart  is  what  makes
h e r  b o o k s  s o  r e -
readable  and  beloved
by fans.

First-
Person
Narration
The novel is told from
Faith's  first-person
perspective,  which
allows readers to fully
inhabit  her  thoughts,
f e e l i n g s ,  a n d
insecur i t ies .  Th is
n a r r a t i v e  c h o i c e
creates  an  immediate
sense of  intimacy and
connection.  Readers
experience  Faith's
embarrassment,  her
hope,  her  frustration,

and her joy as if  they
were  her  own.  The
first-person  voice  also
lends  itself  well  to
Higgins'  signature
humor ,  as  Fa i th ' s
internal  monologue  is
often  self-deprecating
and sharply observant.
I n  The  Best  Man
Kr istan  Higgins
demonstrates  how
effective  first-person
narration  can  be  in
drawing readers into a
character's  emotional
journey.

WHY READERS
LOVE THE BEST
MAN KRISTAN
HIGGINS

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
reasons why The Best
Man Kristan Higgins
has become a favorite
among  contemporary
romance  enthusiasts.
First and foremost, the
chemistry  between
F a i t h  a n d  L e v i  i s
electric  but  developed
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slowly,  allowing  their
relationship  to  feel
authentic  and  earned.
Readers  appreciate
that  the  romance  is
built  on  friendship,
t rust ,  and  mutua l
respect  rather  than
instant  attract ion
alone.  Second,  the
small-town  setting  is
rich  and  immersive,
p o p u l a t e d  w i t h
characters  who  feel
like  old  friends.  Third,
the  novel  str ikes  a
p e r f e c t  b a l a n c e
between  humor  and
emotional  weight,
providing  both  laughs
and tears. Finally, Faith
i s  a  h e r o i n e  t h a t
readers  root  for  from
page  one,  and  her
j o u r n e y  o f  s e l f -
d i s c o v e r y  i s  a s
sa t i s f y i ng  as  he r
r o m a n t i c  h a p p y
e n d i n g .  T h e
combination  of  these
elements  has  made
T h e  B e s t  M a n

Kristan Higgins wrote
a  s t a p l e
recommendation  for
anyone  seek ing  a
contemporary romance
with depth and heart.

THE BEST MAN IN
THE CONTEXT OF
KRISTAN HIGGINS'
CAREER

T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kr istan  Higgins
published represents a
significant  entry  in  her
bibliography. It  is  part
o f  her  B lue  Heron
series,  which  includes
several  interconnected
n o v e l s  s e t  i n
Manningsport.  Fans  of
the series enjoy seeing
familiar  characters
reappear  i n  l a te r
books, creating a sense
o f  cont inu i ty  and
community.  The  Blue
Heron  se r ies  as  a
whole has been praised
for  i t s  cons i s tent
qual i ty ,  engaging
romances,  and  strong
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sense  of  place.  The
Best  Man  stands  out
within the series for its
particularly  compelling
hero  and  heroine,  as
well  as  its  exploration
o f  t h e m e s  l i k e
h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d
r e d e m p t i o n .  F o r
readers new to Higgins'
work,  this  novel  is  an
excel lent  start ing
p o i n t ,  a s  i t
e n c a p s u l a t e s
everything  she  does
well:  sharp  writing,
memorable characters,
and a story that stays
with you long after the
last page.

SIMILAR BOOKS
AND
RECOMMENDATION
S

If you enjoy The Best
Man Kristan Higgins
wrote,  you might  also
apprec ia te  o the r
novels  in  the  Blue
Heron  series,  such  as
The Perfect Match and

W a i t i n g  o n  Y o u .
Additionally,  readers
who love Higgins' style
often enjoy authors like
Susan  Mal lery,  J i l l
Shalvis,  and  Robyn
Carr,  who  also  write
c o n t e m p o r a r y
romances set  in small
towns  with  strong
family  elements.  For
those  specifically
drawn  to  the  humor
and  heart  of  Higgins'
writing, her standalone
novels like My One and
Only  and  On  Second
Thought  offer  similar
sa t i s fac t ion .  The
enduring  popularity  of
T h e  B e s t  M a n
Kr istan  Higgins
crafted  speaks  to  a
b r o a d e r  r e a d e r
appetite for stories that
make them laugh, cry,
and  bel ieve  in  the
possibility  of  happily
ever  after.

CONCLUSION

I n  t h e  w o r l d  o f
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c o n t e m p o r a r y
romance,  few  authors
capture  the  delicate
balance  of  humor,
heart, and humanity as
skillfully  as  Kristan
Higgins.  The  Best
Man Kristan Higgins
wrote  is  a  sh in ing

example of her talent,
offering  readers  a
memorable love story,
a  relatable  heroine,
a n d  a  h e r o  w o r t h
s w o o n i n g  o v e r .
Through its exploration
of  second  chances,
family  dynamics


