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INTRODUCTION: A BREATH OF
FRESH AIR FROM 1998

In the late 1990s, American automakers
were rediscovering the joy of open-top
driving.  Among  the  most  stylish  and
accessible convertibles of that era, the
1998  Chrysler  Sebring  Jxi  Convertible
stands  out  as  a  bold  statement  of
affordable  luxury  and  personal

expression. At a time when SUVs were
beginning their  ascent,  the Sebring Jxi
offered a different kind of freedom—one
with  the  wind  in  your  hair  and  a  V6
engine  purring  under  the  hood.  This
article takes a deep dive into what made
the 1998 Chrysler Sebring Jxi Convertible
a compelling choice, exploring its design,
performance,  interior  features,  driving
experience, and lasting legacy. Whether
you are considering buying a used model
or simply reminiscing about a classic 90s
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cruiser, you will find everything you need
to know about this iconic drop-top.

A DESIGN ICON OF THE LATE 90S

The  1998  Chrys le r  Sebr ing  J x i
Convertible debuted as a head-turner. Its
design  language  was  unmistakably
American, yet it borrowed elegant cues
from European roadsters. The long hood,
short  rear  deck,  and  smoothly  sloping
fenders gave it a planted, sporty stance.
The  front  fascia  featured  Chrysler’s
signature  grille  flanked  by  sleek,  multi-
reflector  halogen  headlamps,  giving  the
car a confident and aggressive face.
One of the most remarkable aspects of
the 1998 Chrysler Sebring Jxi Convertible
was its integrated roll bar hoop behind
the front seats. Unlike many convertibles
of  the  time  that  looked  compromised,

this  design  element  added  structural
r ig id i ty  and  a  v isual  " fastback"
appearance when the top was up. When
the top was lowered, the hoop remained,
offering  a  degree  of  rollover  protection
and  a  classic  roadster  aesthetic.  The
convertible  top  itself  was  a  power-
operated,  fully  lined  unit  that  folded
neatly beneath a hard shell boot cover,
maintaining  the  car’s  clean  lines.
Available in a range of vibrant colors like
Deep Sapphire Blue, Bright Jade Green,
and  Chrysler’s  iconic  Flame  Red,  the
Sebring Jxi was a rolling piece of art.

The Jxi Trim:
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What Made It
Special
Within  the  Sebring  lineup,  the  "Jxi"
designation  indicated  the  top-tier  trim
level.  While  the  base  model  offered
decent  equipment,  the  1998  Chrysler
Sebring Jxi Convertible came loaded with
premium features. Standard equipment
included  leather-trimmed  seats,  a
premium  Infinity  sound  system  with
cassette and CD player (a novelty at the
time), power windows and locks, keyless
entry, and a tilt steering wheel. The Jxi
also  featured  unique  alloy  wheels  and
chrome accents inside and out, setting it
apart  from lesser  trims.  For  buyers  in
1998, the Jxi represented the sweet spot

between  affordability  and  genuine
luxury.

UNDER THE HOOD:
PERFORMANCE AND
POWERTRAIN

Under  the  hood  of  the  1998  Chrysler
Sebring  Jxi  Convertible  sat  a  2.5-liter
SOHC V6 engine. This powerplant was a
sophisticated unit for its time, featuring
a  24-valve  configuration  and  producing
168 horsepower and 170 lb-ft of torque.
While not a muscle car by any stretch,
this  engine  provided  smooth,  linear
power  that  was  well-suited  to  relaxed
cruising. The V6 was paired with a four-
speed  automatic  transmission,  which
sent  power  to  the  front  wheels.  The
Sebring  Jxi  was  not  about  blistering
acceleration;  it  was  about  a  refined,
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effortless  driving  experience.  Zero  to
sixty  miles  per  hour  took  around  9
seconds,  which  was  respectable  for  a
convertible of its era.
The  front-wheel-drive  layout  offered
several practical advantages. It provided
predictable  handling  in  wet  conditions
and eliminated the transmission tunnel
intrusion  found  in  rear-wheel-drive
competitors,  improving  foot  room  and
interior  comfort.  The  four-wheel
independent  suspension,  with struts  at
the front and a multi-link setup at the
rear, was tuned for a compliant ride. The
1998  Chrysler  Sebring  Jxi  Convertible
absorbed  road  imperfections  with
aplomb, making it an ideal long-distance
companion.  Power-assisted  rack-and-
pinion  steering  provided  adequate
feedback,  and  four-wheel  disc  brakes

(vented  front,  solid  rear)  provided
confident  stopping  power.

INTERIOR COMFORT AND
FEATURES

Step inside the 1998 Chrysler Sebring Jxi
Convertible, and you were greeted by a
cabin that prioritized comfort and style.
The  leather-trimmed  front  seats  were
generously  padded  and  offered  power
adjustment on the driver’s side, allowing
for a perfect driving position. Rear seats
were  snug,  as  is  typical  for  a  2+2
c o n v e r t i b l e ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d
accommodate  children  or  small  adults
for short trips. The rear seatbacks folded
down to expand the trunk pass-through,
a clever feature for hauling longer items
like skis or golf clubs.
The  dashboard  design  was  driver-
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focused, with large, clear analog gauges
including  a  speedometer,  tachometer,
and  temperature  and  fuel  gauges.  A
central information display provided trip
computer  data.  The  premium  Infinity
sound system was a highlight, delivering
rich,  clear  audio  that  could  easily
overcome wind noise at highway speeds.
Other  thoughtful  touches  included  a
leather-wrapped  steering  wheel,
illuminated  entry,  and  a  full  center
console  with  cupholders.  The  power
convertible top was simple to operate:
with the push of a button, the top would
retract in approximately 15 seconds. The
boot cover was manually fitted but easy
to snap into place, giving the car a tidy,
finished look with the top down.

Trunk Space and
Practicality
One  common  compromise  w i th
convertibles  is  trunk  space.  The  1998
Chrysler  Sebring  Jxi  Convertible
managed  this  quite  well,  offering  9.8
cubic feet of cargo capacity with the top
up.  With  the  top  down,  space  was
reduced to around 7.5 cubic feet due to
the top stacking mechanism. However,
this  was  still  sufficient  for  a  weekend
getaway bag or a set of golf clubs. The
integrated trunk pass-through with fold-
down  rear  seats  added  considerable
versatility,  allowing  the  Sebring  to
handle luggage for two people with ease.
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THE CONVERTIBLE EXPERIENCE

Driving  the  1998  Chrysler  Sebring  Jxi
Convertible  with  the  top  down  was  a
genuine  pleasure.  The  cabin  remained
relatively draft-free thanks to the wind
deflector  built  into  the  roll  bar,  and  the
powerful  heating  and  air  conditioning
system ensured comfort even in cooler
weather.  The  V6  engine  emitted  a
p l e a s a n t ,  m u t e d  g r o w l  u n d e r
acceleration,  and  the  automatic
transmission  shifted  smoothly.  The
Sebring Jxi was not a sports car, but it
did  not  pretend  to  be  one.  It  was  a
boulevard  cruiser,  a  car  for  enjoying
sunny days, scenic routes, and evening
drives. The ride quality was superb for a
convertible, with minimal cowl shake—a
common affliction of  open-top cars from

that  period.  Chrysler  engineers  had
re in fo rced  the  body  s t ruc tu re
significantly,  and  the  integrated  roll  bar
added further rigidity. The result was a
solid, rattle-free driving experience that
impressed contemporary reviewers.

SAFETY AND RELIABILITY

For its era, the 1998 Chrysler Sebring Jxi
Convertible  offered  a  respectable  suite
of safety features. Standard equipment
included  dual  front  airbags,  anti-lock
brakes  (ABS),  and  side-impact  door
beams. The integrated roll bar provided
additional  protection in the event of  a
rollover—a  significant  safety  advantage
over  earlier  convertibles.  The  car
benefited  from  Chrysler's  extensive
durability  testing  and,  overall,  has
proven  to  be  a  reliable  vehicle  when
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properly maintained.
Of course, any 25-year-old car will have
specific  issues  to  watch  for.  Common
complaints among owners of  the 1998
Chrysler Sebring Jxi Convertible include
the  automatic  transmission  sometimes
developing shift issues, especially if fluid
changes  were  neglected.  The  power
convertible  top  hydraulic  system  can
leak over time, requiring replacement of
the hydraulic cylinders or hoses. The 2.5-
liter  V6  is  generally  robust,  but  the
t iming  belt  must  be  replaced  at
recommended intervals (typically every
60,000  miles)  to  avoid  catastrophic
engine  damage.  Rust  can  also  be  a
concern  in  cars  that  lived  in  northern
climates,  particularly  around  the  rear
wheel wells and lower door edges.

MAINTENANCE AND OWNERSHIP
TIPS

If you are considering purchasing a 1998
Chrysler Sebring Jxi Convertible today, a
thorough inspection is essential. Here is
a checklist for prospective owners:

Convertible Top Operation:
Test the top multiple times. Listen
for unusual noises and check for
leaks. Replacing hydraulic
cylinders is a manageable DIY job
but requires patience.
Transmission Health: Check the
transmission fluid condition. A
smooth, crisp shift pattern is a
good sign. Any hesitation or harsh
shifts should be investigated.
Timing Belt Service: Verify
whether the timing belt and water
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pump have been replaced. If not,
factor this cost into your purchase
price. This is a critical
maintenance item.
Rust Inspection: Pay close
attention to the lower body panels,
rear wheel arches, and the area
under the carpet in the trunk.
Surface rust is common, but
structural rust is a dealbreaker.
Electrical System: Test all power
accessories, including windows,
locks, and the radio. Electrical
gremlins can be time-consuming
to trace.
Cooling System: Check for leaks
and ensure the cooling system is
in good shape. The V6 engine runs
hot, and a failing cooling system
can lead to head gasket failure.

Parts availability for  the 1998 Chrysler
Sebring Jxi Convertible is generally good,
as Chrysler produced this generation in
large numbers.  Many mechanical  parts
are shared with other Chrysler models of
the  era,  making  repairs  relatively
affordable. Online forums and enthusiast
communities  are  active,  providing  a
wealth  of  technical  knowledge  and
support.

LEGACY AND COLLECTIBILITY

The  1998  Chrys le r  Sebr ing  J x i
Convertible has not yet achieved classic
status in the traditional sense, but it has
become  a  sought-after  car  among
budget-conscious  enthusiasts  and  fans
of  90s  design.  Its  value  on  the  used
market has remained stable, with well-
maintained examples typically selling for
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between $3,000 and $7,000, depending
on  condition,  mileage,  and  service
history. This is a remarkable amount of
car for the money. The Sebring Jxi offers
a premium convertible experience at a
fraction of  the cost of  a contemporary
BMW 3 Series or Audi A4 Cabriolet. As
millennials and Gen Z enthusiasts begin
to appreciate the aesthetic of the 1990s,
cars like the 1998 Chrysler Sebring Jxi
Convertible  are  likely  to  appreciate  in
value,  particularly  clean,  unmodified
e x a m p l e s  w i t h  d o c u m e n t e d
maintenance.

COMPARISON WITH
COMPETITORS

In  1998,  the  convertible  market  was
competitive. The 1998 Chrysler Sebring
Jxi  Convertible  went  head-to-head with

the Ford Mustang convertible, the Toyota
Camry Solara convertible, and the Mazda
MX-5  Miata.  While  the  Mustang  offered
more raw power and the Miata provided
sharper  handling,  the  Sebring  Jxi
excelled in comfort, interior space, and
overall  refinement.  It  was  quieter  at
highway  speeds,  offered  a  more
luxurious cabin, and had a larger trunk.
The Camry Solara was a worthy rival but
lacked  the  Sebring's  distinctive  styling
and the integrated roll  bar. For buyers
seeking a daily-drivable convertible with
genuine  four-season  capability  and  a
touch  of  elegance,  the  1998  Chrysler
Seb r ing  J x i  Conve r t i b l e  was  a
c o m p e l l i n g — a n d  o f t e n
overlooked—choice.
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CONCLUSION: THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF A 90S CLASSIC

The  1998  Chrys le r  Sebr ing  J x i
Convertible represents a golden era of
American  convert ible  design.  I t
combined  stylish  looks,  a  comfortable
interior, and a smooth V6 powertrain at a
price that made it accessible to a wide
range of buyers. While it may not set lap
records  or  turn  heads  at  a  concours
event,  it  offers  something  more

important:  pure,  accessible  driving
pleasure.  For  anyone  seeking  an
affordable  entry  into  classic  convertible
ownership, the Sebring Jxi is a fantastic
choice. With a bit of careful maintenance
and an appreciation for 90s design, this
car  will  continue  to  deliver  smiles  for
miles  to  come.  Whether  you  are  a  first-
time  convertible  buyer  or  a  seasoned
collector looking for an underrated gem,
the 1998 Chrysler Sebring J


