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INTRODUCTION: THE BOY WHO
THREW A SLATE AND WON A
HEART

For over a century, readers around the
world have fallen under the spell of L.M.
Montgomery’s  classic  novel,  Anne  of
Green  Gables.  At  the  heart  of  this
beloved  story  is  the  fiery,  imaginative,
and unforgettable Anne Shirley. But no

discussion of Anne’s journey is complete
without examining the boy who was her
equal  in  intellect,  her  rival  in  the
classroom,  and  ultimately,  her  lifelong
partner: Gilbert Blythe. The relationship
between  Gilbert  Blythe  and  Anne  of
Green  Gables  is  one  of  the  most
cherished slow-burn romances in literary
history. It is a story of pride, redemption,
enduring  friendship,  and  a  love  that
grows from the unlikely soil of childhood
rivalry.  More than just  a  love interest,
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Gilbert  Blythe  is  a  ful ly  real ized
character whose own ambition, integrity,
and quiet devotion make him a perfect
foil  for  Anne’s  passionate  nature.  This
article  explores  the  depth  of  their
connection,  the  key  moments  that
defined  their  relationship,  and  why  the
dynamic  between  Gilbert  Blythe  and
Anne  of  Green  Gables  continues  to
resonate with audiences today.

THE FIRST MEETING: A RIVALRY
IS BORN

The very first encounter between Gilbert
Blythe and Anne of Green Gables is one
of  the  most  memorable  moments  in
children’s  literature.  It  is  a  scene
charged with youthful energy, hurt pride,
and instant dislike. Gilbert, described as
a  handsome,  curly-haired  boy  with  a

mischievous twinkle in his eye, spots the
new,  red-haired  girl  in  the  Avonlea
schoolyard. Trying to get her attention,
he commits the cardinal sin: he calls her
“Carrots” and pulls her braid.
For Anne, a girl who has spent her entire
life being tormented about her red hair,
this is the ultimate insult. Her reaction is
swift  and  dramatic.  In  a  fit  of  rage,  she
grabs  her  slate  and  breaks  it  over
Gilbert’s  head.  This  act  of  defiance  sets
the tone for their early relationship. It is
a  moment  of  pure,  unadulterated fury
that establishes Anne as a force to be
reckoned  with.  For  his  part,  Gilbert  is
immediately taken aback. He had meant
no  real  harm;  it  was  simply  a  boyish
attempt  to  flirt.  Instead  of  anger,  he
feels  a  strange  admiration  for  the
spirited girl who dared to hit him. This
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initial  conflict  is  the catalyst  that  sparks
a competitive fire between them that will
burn for years.

The Academic
Rivalry
Following  the  slate  incident,  a  deep
silence falls between Gilbert Blythe and
Anne of  Green Gables.  They refuse to
speak  to  one  another.  However,  this
silence  is  not  one  of  indifference;  it  is
filled  with  a  fierce  academic  rivalry.
Anne,  determined  to  prove  her
superiority,  and  Gilbert,  equally
ambitious,  push  each  other  to  excel.
They compete for  the top spot  in  the
class,  first  in  Mr.  Phillips’s  school  and
later under the tutelage of the beloved

Miss Stacy.
This rivalry is a crucial element of their
development. It forces Anne to channel
her emotional  energy into her studies.
She cannot bear the thought of Gilbert
Blythe,  the  boy  who  humiliated  her,
best ing  her  in  any  subject.  This
competitive  spirit  molds  Anne  into  a
dedicated scholar,  helping her  win the
Avery scholarship to Redmond College.
For Gilbert, the competition is a source
of motivation, but it is also tinged with a
growing sense of regret. He desperately
wants  to  make  amends,  but  Anne’s
stubborn pride creates a wall  between
them.  The  classroom  becomes  a
battlefield, and their intellectual sparring
is  the  foundation  upon  which  mutual
respect will eventually be built.
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FROM RIVALS TO RESPECT: THE
TURNING POINT

The  transition  from  bitter  rivals  to
grudging respect is a slow and poignant
process. A pivotal moment comes when
Gilbert  saves  Anne  from a  humiliating
situation  at  a  school  concert.  Later,
during a dramatic incident where Minnie
May  Barry,  Diana’s  younger  sister,  is
dangerously ill with croup, Anne’s world
shifts. With the doctor away and Diana’s
parents  frantic,  Anne  remembers  that
Gilbert knows what to do. In a moment
of life-or-death urgency, Anne puts her
pride aside and runs to the Blythe house
to  get  Gilbert.  Without  hesitation or  a
trace of their past enmity, Gilbert comes
to help.
He  expertly  handles  the  situation,

administering ipecac to the choking child
and staying until the crisis passes. This
act  of  kindness  and  competence
changes  something  fundamental  in
Anne. She realizes that Gilbert is not the
tormentor she had painted him to be. He
is a capable, kind, and responsible young
man.  This  shift  in  perception  is  the  first
crack in the wall of her animosity. While
she is not yet ready to be friends, she
can no longer hate him. The respect that
begins to form in her heart is the seed of
a much deeper feeling.

Gilbert’s
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Unrequited Love
and Anne’s

Denial
As  they  grow  older,  Gilbert’s  feelings
evolve from playful rivalry into genuine
affection.  He  stops  competing  and
begins to show a softer side. He gives
Anne a ride home in his buggy, which
she reluctantly accepts. He walks by her
house .  He  looks  a t  her  w i th  an
admiration  that  is  unmistakable.  For
Anne, who has always seen herself  as
plain  and  unlovable,  this  attention  is
confusing and uncomfortable.
The most painful moment in their early

relationship  occurs  at  a  dance  at  the
White  Sands  Hotel.  Gilbert,  finally
working up the courage, asks Anne to go
with him.  Still  nursing her  old  wounds
and fundamentally insecure, she coldly
refuses.  This  refusal  is  not  born  of
hatred, but of fear. She is afraid of what
it  means  to  have  a  boy  like  her.  Her
pride  will  not  let  her  admit  that  she
might  have been wrong about  him all
along. Later that evening, she watches
Gilbert from a distance, dancing with the
beautiful Ruby Gillis, and feels a sharp
pang of jealousy she cannot name. This
moment  of  silent  suffering  is  a  crucial
step in Anne’s emotional maturity. She is
beginning to realize that her feelings for
Gilbert Blythe are far more complicated
than simple contempt.
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GILBERT’S CHARACTER: MORE
THAN JUST A LOVE INTEREST

To fully appreciate the story of Gilbert
Blythe and Anne of Green Gables, one
must  unders tand  G i lber t  as  an
individual. He is not a mere plot device
or a handsome prince waiting to claim
his bride. L.M. Montgomery gives him a
rich  inner  l ife  and  a  strong  moral
compass.  Gi lbert  is  intel l igent,
hardworking,  and  deeply  loyal.  He
chooses  to  stay  in  Avonlea  to  teach,
giving up his own ambitions temporarily,
to care for his ailing father. This sacrifice
speaks volumes about his character.
Furthermore,  Gilbert  is  remarkably
forgiving.  Despite  Anne’s  repeated
rejections and coldness, he never holds
a  grudge.  He  respects  her  boundaries

while always being available to help her
when  she  needs  him.  He  is  a  true
"kindred  spirit,"  a  term Anne  loves  to
use. He understands her love of beauty,
her  passion  for  learning,  and  her
dramatic imagination. He challenges her
intellectually  but  also  offers  her
unwavering  support.  His  patience  is
legendary.  He  waits  for  years,  hoping
that Anne will one day see him as more
than  a  rival.  This  combination  of
strength,  sensitivity,  and  perseverance
makes  him  an  ideal  partner  for  a
character as complex as Anne.

The Years of
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Separation and
Growth
The story does not  end with a  simple
declaration  of  love.  After  Queen’s
Academy, life  takes Gilbert  Blythe and
Anne of Green Gables on separate paths.
Anne  wins  the  Avery  scholarship  and
goes  to  Redmond  College.  Gilbert,
burdened  by  financial  constraints  and
the  recent  loss  of  his  father,  takes  a
teaching  position  at  Avonlea  school.
During this time, they exchange letters,
maintaining  a  warm  and  intelligent
correspondence.  This  separation  is
essential  for  their  personal  growth.
Anne,  away  from  Green  Gables,
blossoms into a confident young woman.

She  learns  to  value  her  own  worth
beyond her academic achievements. She
also  faces  the  confusing  attentions  of
other suitors, such as Roy Gardner, the
"dreamy"  rich  boy.  However,  Anne
eventually  realizes  that  Roy’s  flawless,
romantic  persona  lacks  the  substance
and  real  connection  she  shares  with
Gilbert. Meanwhile, Gilbert, through hard
work and determination, earns his way
through  medical  school.  These  years
apart  allow both  characters  to  mature
and to understand their own hearts. It is
absence that truly makes the heart grow
fonder, and by the end of their college
years,  the  love  between  them  is
undeniable, even if still unspoken.

THE ROMANTIC REUNION: THE
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MOMENT WE ALL WAITED FOR

The culmination of the long journey for
Gilbert Blythe and Anne of Green Gables
is one of the most satisfying moments in
fiction.  It  happens  not  with  a  grand
gesture,  but  with  a  quiet,  profound
conversation.  Gilbert  is  ill  with typhoid
fever,  and  the  fear  of  losing  him  finally
shatters  all  of  Anne’s  defenses.  She
rushes to his bedside, realizing that her
life would be meaningless without him in
it.
After he recovers, they meet at the little
bridge by Echo Lodge. The air  is thick
with unspoken emotion. Gilbert, tired of
waiting and nearly losing his chance, is
direct and earnest. He tells Anne that he
has loved her for years, from the very
moment  she  broke  her  slate  over  his

head. He asks her if she can ever care
for him. In a moment of perfect honesty,
Anne admits that she has always cared
for him, deep down, even when she was
fighting against it. Their engagement is a
merging  of  souls.  It  is  the  victory  of
patient,  enduring  love  over  pride  and
miscommunication. Gilbert’s proposal is
not a conquest, but a homecoming. He
offers her a partnership,  a life of  shared
dreams and mutual respect.

A Partnership in
Life and Work
The story of Gilbert Blythe and Anne of
Green Gables  does  not  end with  their
wedding.  In  the  subsequent  books,
particularly Anne of Avonlea and Anne’s
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House  of  Dreams,  we  see  their  love
matu re  i n to  a  deep ,  p rac t i ca l
partnership. Gilbert becomes Dr. Blythe,
and they move to the small community
of Glen St.  Mary,  where he begins his
medical  practice.  Anne,  ever  the
dreamer,  finds  purpose  in  creating  a
beautiful  home,  raising  a  family,  and
becoming  a  beloved  member  of  the
community.
Their  marriage  is  depicted  as  a  true
collaboration.  They support  each other
through  joy  and  tragedy.  Gilbert
encourages Anne in her writing and her
social  work.  Anne  is  his  anchor,
providing warmth and emotional support
as he deals with the grueling demands of
being a rural  doctor  in  the early  20th
century.  They face the loss  of  a  child
together,  a grief  that  only strengthens

their  bond.  Their  relationship  evolves
from romantic love into a profound and
abiding  companionship.  They  are  true
partners, sharing in the laughter and the
tears of life. This realistic portrayal of a
mature marriage is one of the reasons
their  story  has  such  lasting  appeal.  It
shows that "happily ever after" is not an
end,  but  a  continuous,  rewarding
journey.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF
GILBERT AND ANNE

Why does the story of Gilbert Blythe and
Anne  of  Green  Gables  continue  to
capture our hearts more than a century
later? The answer lies in its authenticity.
Their love story is not based on love at
first  sight  or  superficial  attraction.  It  is
built  on the solid foundation of shared
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experience,  intellectual  equality,  and
mutual  growth.  They  earn  their  love
through years  of  struggle,  forgiveness,
and unwavering loyalty.
Furthermore, their relationship defies the
typical gender roles of the time. Anne is

not  a  passive  damsel  waiting  to  be
rescued. She is a headstrong, ambitious
woman  who  constantly  challenges
Gilbert.  Gilbert,  in  turn,  respects  her
ambition and never tries to diminish her
light. He wants


