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THE ENDURING
MAGIC OF CALVIN
AND HOBBES: WHY
A FULL
COLLECTION
BELONGS ON
EVERY BOOKSHELF

For millions of readers
around the  world,  the
comic strip Calvin and
Hobbes  represents  a
g o l d e n  a g e  o f
newspaper  funnies.
C r e a t e d  b y  t h e
reclusive  genius  Bill
Watterson,  the  strip
ran from 1985 to 1995
and  chronicled  the
a d v e n t u r e s  o f  a
precocious six-year-old
boy  and  his  sardonic,

eloquent  tiger.  While
the  strip  ended  over
two  decades  ago,  its
popularity  has  never
waned.  In  fact,  the
demand  for  a  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection  remains
h igher  than  ever ,
d r a w i n g  i n  b o t h
nostalgic adults and a
new  generat ion  of
y o u n g  r e a d e r s
discovering  the  magic
of  a  cardboard  box
t ime  machine  or  a
G.R.O.S.S.  meeting.
But what truly makes a
complete  collection so
valuable,  and  which
editions  should  you
seek  out?

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Calvin And Hobbes Full Collection 2024-06-12

A Brief
Look at
the
Phenome

non
Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection, it is worth
understanding why this
p a r t i c u l a r  s t r i p
continues  to  resonate
s o  d e e p l y .  B i l l
W a t t e r s o n  d i d
something  rare  in  the
world  of  syndicated
comics:  he  refused  to
dilute  his  work.  He
f o u g h t  a g a i n s t
m e r c h a n d i s i n g ,
l icensing,  and  any
commercial  venture
that would trivialize his
characters. As a result,
Calvin  and  Hobbes

exists purely as a work
of art. The strip was a
m a s t e r c l a s s  i n
balancing  slapstick
humor  with  profound
philosophical  insight.
One day, Calvin would
be  ter ror i z ing  h is
neighbor Susie Derkins
with  a  water  balloon;
the next, he would be
staring  at  a  snowflake
and  questioning  the
nature  of  existence.
This blend of innocence
and  intel l igence  is
what  makes  a  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection  feel  less
like a comic book and
m o r e  l i k e  a  t i m e
capsule  of  childhood
wonder.

WHAT IS
INCLUDED IN THE
CALVIN AND
HOBBES FULL
COLLECTION?

When we talk about a
"full collection," we are
generally  referring  to
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the  comprehensive
hardcover  box  sets
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
re leased  over  the
years.  However,  the
t e r m  c a n  m e a n
different  things  to
different  collectors.
The  most  definitive
version  is  the  Calvin
and  Hobbes:  The
Complete  Collection
(also  known  as  the
hardcover  box  set).
This set includes every
single  strip  that  ever
a p p e a r e d  i n
newspapers,  from  the
very  first  strip  on
November 18, 1985, to
the  final,  heartfelt
farewell  on  December
31, 1995.

The
Hardcove

r Box Set:
The Gold
Standard
For  serious  fans,  the
t h r e e - v o l u m e
hardcover  box  set  is
t h e  h o l y  g r a i l .
Published  in  2005  by
A n d r e w s  M c M e e l
Publishing, this edition
is  widely  considered
the  definitive  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection.  Here  is
what  you  get:

Volume 1:
Covers 1985 to
1987. Includes
an introduction
by Bill Watterson
himself.
Volume 2:
Covers 1988 to
1990. Contains
the famous
"Yukon Ho!" and
"Weirdos from
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Another Planet"
story arcs.
Volume 3:
Covers 1991 to
1995. Features
the later, more
reflective years
of the strip,
including the
poignant "Tracer
Bullet"
sequences and
the final Sunday
strips.

T h i s  C a l v i n  A n d
H o b b e s  F u l l
Collection  is  printed
on  high-quality,  acid-
free paper to preserve
Watterson's  artwork.
The  colors  are  vivid,
and the reproduction is
far  superior  to  the
original  newsprint.  It
also  includes  many of
the  original  sketches
and  dood le s  t ha t
Watterson  created  for
the  strip.  If  you  are
looking  for  the  most
a u t h e n t i c  a n d
complete  experience,

this  is  it.

The
Paperbac
k
Treasury
Editions
Not  everyone  can
afford  the  hefty  price
tag  of  the  hardcover
box  set .  For  those
looking  for  a  more
accessible way to own
t h e  C a l v i n  A n d
H o b b e s  F u l l
Collection,  there  are
the paperback treasury
editions.  These  books
compile  the  original
ten  paperbacks  into
four  larger  volumes.
Whi le  they  do  not
include  every  single
strip  in  chronological
order (they skip some
of  the  daily  strips),
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they  are  an  excellent
and  affordable
a l t e r n a t i v e .  T h e
t reasury  ed i t ions
include:

The Complete1.
Calvin and
Hobbes (a
massive
paperback
covering the first
two years)
Calvin and2.
Hobbes: The
Authoritative
Edition
Calvin and3.
Hobbes: The
Indispensable
Edition
Calvin and4.
Hobbes: The
Treasured
Edition

T h e s e  b o o k s  a r e
p e r f e c t  f o r  d a i l y
reading.  They  are
lighter  and  easier  to
handle than the heavy
hardcovers,  and  they
still  provide  hundreds

of  hours  of  laughter.
While they are not the
" c o m p l e t e "
chronological set, they
c o n t a i n  t h e  v a s t
majority  of  the  most
beloved strips.

WHY OWNING THE
FULL COLLECTION
MATTERS

You might ask: why not
just  read  the  strips
on l ine?  There  are
countless websites and
archives  that  host
Calvin  and  Hobbes
comics. However, there
is  a  significant
difference  between
scrolling  on  a  screen
and holding a physical
copy  of  the  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection. The tactile
experience  matters.
W a t t e r s o n  w a s  a
meticulous  artist  who
spent  hours  on  the
texture of a tree bark
or  the  shadow  on  a
snowman. The physical
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medium  honors  his
craft.

The Joy of
Chronolo
gical
Reading
One  of  the  greatest
pleasures  of  acquiring
t h e  C a l v i n  A n d
H o b b e s  F u l l
Col lect ion  i s  the
abi l i ty  to  read  the
strips  in  order.  When
y o u  r e a d  t h e m
chronologically,  you
watch Calvin  grow (or
rather,  stay  the  same
age) while Watterson's
a r t  s t y l e  evo l ves
dramatically. The early
strips  are  somewhat
s impl i s t i c ,  w i th  a
slightly  scratchy  line.
By  the  middle  years,
the art  becomes lush,
d e t a i l e d ,  a n d

cinematic. The Sunday
strips,  in  particular,
become  masterpieces
of  layout  and  color.
R e a d i n g  t h e  f u l l
collection allows you to
appreciate this  artistic
journey in  a  way that
r a n d o m  o n l i n e
browsing never can.

Preservin
g the
Legacy
Owning  the  Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection  is  also  an
act  of  preservation.
D i g i t a l  m e d i a  i s
ephemeral;  websites
go  down,  links  break,
and hard drives fail. A
p h y s i c a l  b o o k ,
h o w e v e r ,  i s
permanent.  It  requires
no  battery,  no  Wi-Fi,
and no subscription. By
owning  the  complete
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collection,  you  are
ensuring  that  these
strips will  be available
for  your  children  and
grandchildren.  It  is  a
legacy  purchase,  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
keeping  one  of  the
g rea tes t  a r t i s t i c
achievements  of  the
20th  century  alive.

THE ART OF BILL
WATTERSON:
MORE THAN JUST A
COMIC

When you explore the
Calvin  And  Hobbes
Full  Collection,  you
quickly  realize  that
cal l ing  i t  a  "comic
s t r i p "  i s  a n
u n d e r s t a t e m e n t .
Watterson  was  a  fine
artist  trapped  in  the
newspaper  funny
pages. His use of light,
s h a d o w ,  a n d
p e r s p e c t i v e  w a s
revolutionary. He often
eschewed the standard
panel  grid,  designing

his  Sunday  strips  as
single,  unified
illustrations.  Many  of
the  landscapes  he
drew  of  the  woods
behind  Calvin's  house
are  breathtaking  in
their  beauty.

The
Philosoph
ical
Depth
T h e  C a l v i n  A n d
H o b b e s  F u l l
Collection  is  also  a
philosophical  treasure
t rove .  Ca lv in  and
Hobbes  engaged  in
some  o f  t he  mos t
profound conversations
ever printed in a daily
newspaper .  They
discussed the nature of
reality,  the  ethics  of
science, the purpose of
s c h o o l ,  a n d  t h e
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meaning of happiness.
Watterson  once  said
that  he  wrote  Calvin
a n d  H o b b e s  f o r
himself,  and  because
of  that ,  i t  became
universal .  The  ful l
collection allows you to
see  the  entire  arc  of
this  phi losophical
journey,  f rom  the
simple joy of a wagon
ride to the melancholic
acceptance  of  the
passage  of  t ime.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT
COLLECTION FOR
YOU

With  several  editions
o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,
choosing  the  r ight
Calvin  And  Hobbes
Full Collection can be
confusing.  Here  is  a
quick guide to help you
decide.

For the
Collector: Buy
the 3-volume

hardcover box
set. It is the most
comprehensive,
the highest
quality, and the
most valuable for
resale.
For the Casual
Fan: Buy the 4-
volume
paperback
treasury set. It is
cheaper, lighter,
and contains all
the best strips.
For the Child:
Buy the
individual
paperback books
(e.g., Something
Under the Bed Is
Drooling, The
Days Are Just
Packed). They
are smaller,
easier for little
hands to hold,
and less
expensive to
replace if they
get dirty.
For the Die-
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Hard
Enthusiast:
Look for the
Calvin and
Hobbes: The
Complete
Collection (the
hardcover set)
and also track
down the 10th
Anniversary
Book. This book
is not a collection
of strips but
rather a behind-
the-scenes look
at Watterson's
creative process,
featuring his
original sketches
and commentary
on the strip's
history.

What
About

Digital
Versions?
As of now, there is no
official  digital  version
of  the  Calvin  And
H o b b e s  F u l l
Collection  available
for  Kindle  or  other  e-
readers. Bill Watterson
h a s  b e e n  v e r y
protective  of  his  work
in the digital space. He
has  stated  that  he
believes  comics  are
best  read  on  paper.
Therefore, if  you want
a  legitimate  copy  of
the full  collection, you
have to buy a physical
book. This scarcity only
adds to the desirability
of the physical set.

THE TIMELESS
APPEAL OF A
SNOWMAN AND A
TIGER

Ultimately,  the  reason
to invest in the Calvin
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And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection is the same
reason  the  strip  has
l as ted  so  l ong :  i t
m a k e s  y o u  f e e l
something.  It  reminds
you of  the time when
the biggest problem in
your  life  was  whether
you  cou ld  bu i l d  a
snowman  that  would
survive  until  noon.  It
r em inds  you  tha t
i m a g i n a t i o n  i s  a
superpower  and  that
friendship,  whether
with a real person or a
stuffed  tiger,  is  the
greatest  adventure  of
all.

A Gift
That
Keeps
Giving
Buying the Calvin And
H o b b e s  F u l l

Collection  is  a  gift
that  keeps  on  giving.
You  will  read  it,  then
put it down, then pick
it up again a year later
and find something you
missed.  The jokes are
timeless  because they
a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e
universal  truths  of
childhood. Hobbes is a
tiger  when  Calvin  is
looking,  a  stuffed
animal when everyone
else  is  looking.  That
ambiguity—is  he  real
or  not?—is  the  magic
of  the  strip.  The  full
collection respects that
ambiguity  and  allows
you to sit with it.

CONCLUSION: WHY
YOU NEED THE
COMPLETE
COLLECTION NOW

I n  a  w o r l d  t h a t  i s
increasingly noisy, fast,
and digital, the Calvin
And  Hobbes  Ful l
Collection  offers  a
quiet sanctuary. It is a
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place  where  you  can
escape the demands of
a d u l t  l i f e  a n d
remember what it  felt
like to be six years old.
Whether  you  buy  the
deluxe  hardcover  box
s e t  o r  t h e  m o r e
affordable  paperback
treasuries,  you  are
bringing home a piece
of  art  that  will  enrich
your life and the lives
of  those  around  you.
Do  not  wait  for  the
"right  time" to buy it.
The best  time to  own

t h e  C a l v i n  A n d
H o b b e s  F u l l
Collection  is  right
now. Pick up a volume,
find  a  comfortable
chair,  and  let  Calvin
and  Hobbes  remind
you  that  the  world  is
stil l  full  of  wonder,
mys te ry ,  and  the
occasional  perfectly
packed  snowball.  It  is
more than a comic; it is
a  reminder  of  what  it
means  to  be  human.
And that is a collection
worth having.


