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WHY MAKING MATHS FUN IN YEAR 2 MATTERS MORE THAN YOU THINK
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Helping a child aged six or seven build a strong foundation in mathematics is one of the most
rewarding things you can do as a parent, guardian, or educator. At this stage, children are moving
beyond simple counting and beginning to explore addition, subtraction, multiplication basics, and
problem-solving. However, traditional worksheets and drills can quickly lead to boredom or even
anxiety. This is exactly where fun maths games for Year 2 become a game-changer. When
learning feels like play, children engage more deeply, remember concepts longer, and develop a
positive attitude towards numbers that lasts a lifetime. In this article, we will explore a wide variety
of engaging activities, from outdoor adventures to quick card games, all designed to build key
mathematical skills while keeping smiles on faces.

WHAT YEAR 2 MATHS SKILLS ARE WE BUILDING?

Before diving into specific games, it helps to understand the core areas that Year 2 mathematics
typically covers. Fun maths games for Year 2 should target these essential skills without feeling like
a lesson. By embedding practice into enjoyable activities, children naturally strengthen their abilities
in a stress-free environment.

 Number and place value: Counting forward and backward, understanding tens and ones,
and comparing numbers.

e Addition and subtraction: Fluently adding and subtracting numbers up to 20, then
progressing to two-digit numbers.

e Multiplication and division: Beginning to understand equal groups, doubling, and halving.

* Measurement: Length, mass, capacity, time, and money in real-world contexts.

e Geometry: Recognising 2D and 3D shapes, describing their properties, and exploring
symmetry.

e Fractions: Finding halves, quarters, and thirds of shapes and small quantities.

e Data handling: Creating and interpreting simple tally charts, pictograms, and tables.

Now, let us look at specific, practical games that make these skills come alive.

the most pairs at the end wins. This simple game builds instant number bond recognition, which is a
critical skill for mental maths in Year 2 and beyond.

DIY BOARD GAMES AND PRINTABLE FUN

Creating your own board game can be a wonderful afternoon project. It combines creativity with
mathematical practice, and the result is a unique game you can play again and again. These fun
maths games for Year 2 are perfect for rainy days.

Race to the Finish Line

Draw a simple path on a large piece of paper or cardboard, divided into about thirty squares. Mark a
start and a finish. On some squares, write challenges like “Move back 3 spaces” or “Roll again”. On
others, write simple maths problems. Each player rolls a die and moves that many spaces. When
they land on a problem square, they must solve it to stay put; if they get it wrong, they go back one
space. You can adjust the difficulty of the problems to match your child’s current learning level.

Shape Bingo

Create bingo cards filled with 2D and 3D shapes instead of numbers. Call out descriptions like “I
have four equal sides” or “I am round and have no corners”. Children mark the shape they think
matches. This is a brilliant way to reinforce geometric vocabulary in a group setting, whether in the
classroom or at a family gathering.

Domino Addition Trains

If you have a set of dominoes, this game is wonderfully simple. Each player draws a domino and
adds the two sides together. The player with the highest sum adds their domino to the “train”. The
game continues until all dominoes are used, and the longest train wins. It is tactile, visual, and
excellent for quick addition practice.
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ACTIVE AND OUTDOOR FUN MATHS GAMES FOR YEAR 2

Children of this age have boundless energy. Harnessing that energy through movement-based
games can make numerical concepts click in ways that sitting at a desk never could. These fun
maths games for Year 2 get the body moving while the brain works.

Number Hopscotch

Take the classic playground game and give it a mathematical twist. Draw a hopscotch grid, but
instead of numbered squares in order, mix them up or use larger numbers. As your child hops, ask
them to call out the number they land on. For a greater challenge, you can call out a calculation like
“seven plus two” and they must hop to the correct answer. This is one of the simplest yet most
effective fun maths games for Year 2 because it combines gross motor skills with mental arithmetic.

Maths Bean Bag Toss

Place several buckets or hoops on the ground, each labelled with a number. Children take turns
tossing a bean bag into a bucket. They then have to solve a problem based on the number they land
in. For instance, if they land in the bucket labelled twelve, you might ask, “What is half of twelve?”
or “What is twelve minus five?”. Points can be awarded for correct answers, adding a friendly
competitive element. This game works wonderfully in the garden, the playground, or even indoors
with soft toys.

Nature Scavenger Hunt

Take mathematics outdoors with a simple scavenger hunt. Give your child a list of natural items to
find, but include numerical criteria. For example, “Find five round pebbles”, “Collect three long
sticks”, or “Find a leaf that is longer than your hand”. You can also ask them to count the total
number of petals on two flowers and find the difference. These activities subtly teach sorting,
counting, and comparing while connecting maths to the real world.

CARD AND DICE GAMES FOR INDOOR FUN

Sometimes you need activities that work well at the kitchen table or during a quiet afternoon. Card
and dice games are some of the most versatile fun maths games for Year 2 because they require
almost no preparation and can be adapted to any skill level.

War Addition or Subtraction

Using a standard deck of cards, remove the picture cards or assign them values. Each player flips
two cards and adds them together. The player with the highest total wins all four cards. For
subtraction practice, players flip two cards and subtract the smaller number from the larger one, and
the highest difference wins. This game is fast-paced and naturally builds fluency in basic operations.

Roll and Multiply

While Year 2 students are just beginning multiplication, this game introduces the concept of
repeated addition. Give your child two dice. They roll both and write down the numbers. Then they
draw dots or use counters to create an array showing that number. For example, rolling a three and
a four means drawing three rows of four dots. They then count the total. This visual approach helps
them understand what multiplication actually means.

Make Ten

Lay out a row of ten cards face up. Players take turns finding two cards that add up to ten. When
they find a pair, they keep the cards and replace them with new ones from the deck. The player with

Screen time can be educational when used wisely. There are many high-quality apps and websites
that offer fun maths games for Year 2 in an interactive, engaging format. The key is to choose
games that are genuinely educational and limit sessions to a reasonable duration.

Top Picks for Online Learning

Some excellent digital platforms include ABCmouse, which offers a structured Year 2 maths
curriculum through games and puzzles. Another fantastic resource is Coolmath4Kids, which features
logic games that build problem-solving skills. Many teachers also recommend the app “Todo Math”
for its comprehensive coverage of Year 2 topics, including telling time and counting money. Always
preview a game before your child plays it to ensure it aligns with what they are learning.

Virtual Manipulatives

Some websites offer virtual counters, number lines, and base-ten blocks that children can move
around on the screen. These tools are especially helpful for visual and kinesthetic learners who
benefit from “seeing” the maths. Using these manipulatives in a game format, such as “build the
number” challenges, makes abstract concepts concrete.

QUICK AND EASY WARM-UP GAMES

Sometimes you only have five minutes before dinner or while waiting in a queue. These mini games
are perfect for those moments. They are some of the most spontaneous fun maths games for
Year 2 and require no materials at all.

| Spy with Numbers

“I spy with my little eye, something that costs more than fifty pence” or “something that is longer
than my arm”. This game encourages children to use mathematical vocabulary in everyday
conversation. It works brilliantly while shopping, walking, or even sitting in the car.

Guess My Number

Think of a number between 1 and 100. Your child asks questions to narrow it down, such as “Is it
greater than 50?” or “Is it an even number?” This game builds understanding of number properties
and logical reasoning. You can reverse the roles and let your child choose the number while you ask
the questions.

Countdown

Set a timer for one minute. Challenge your child to do something a certain number of times, like
“How many star jumps can you do in one minute?” or “How many times can you write your name?”
After the countdown, compare numbers and talk about which is larger or smaller. This integrates
time measurement with counting and comparison.

GROUP GAMES FOR CLASSROOMS AND PLAYDATES

When multiple children are present, cooperative and competitive games can be especially
motivating. These fun maths games for Year 2 work wonderfully in a classroom setting or during
a playdate with friends.

Musical Maths

Play music while children move around a circle of chairs. When the music stops, each child sits in a
chair. Under each chair is a maths problem written on a sticky note. The child must solve it to stay in
the game. This combines the excitement of musical chairs with quick mental maths practice.
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Team Relay Races

Divide children into teams. Set up a station with a pile of maths problems. One child from each team
runs to the station, solves one problem, runs back, and tags the next teammate. The first team to
solve all their problems correctly wins. This game encourages teamwork, speed, and accuracy.

Baking with Maths

Working with a recipe is one of the most authentic applications of mathematics you can offer a Year
2 child. Ask them to measure out flour using cups, count eggs, set a timer, and adjust servings. This
hands-on activity teaches fractions, counting, time, and measurement all at once. The best part is
that everyone gets to enjoy the finished product together.

TIPS FOR MAKING MATHS GAMES A SUCCESS

To get the most out of any maths game, a few simple strategies can make all the difference. First,
follow your child’s lead. If they are not enjoying a particular game, switch to something else. The
goal is to foster a love of learning, not to force practice. Second, keep sessions short and positive.
Ten to fifteen minutes of focused, playful learning is far more effective than a long, frustrating
session. Third, praise effort rather than just correct answers. Saying “I love how you kept trying even
when it was tricky” builds resilience and a growth mindset. Finally, involve yourself in the game.
Children learn by watching adults, and when you show enthusiasm for maths, they are far more
likely to share that enthusiasm.

THE LONG-TERM BENEFITS OF A PLAYFUL APPROACH

Why go through the effort of turning maths into a game? The benefits extend far beyond mastering
addition tables or shape names. When children associate mathematics with positive experiences,
they are more likely to approach future challenges with confidence. They learn that mistakes are
part of the learning process, and they develop problem-solving skills that serve them in every school
subject. By consistently using fun maths games
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